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‘Let CBS Spend Some Money’ Sums Up 
Revised RCA Slant on Television 





While RCA-NBC will be back on 
the air with television some time 
this month, the indications are that 
it won’t resume the regular program 
schedules which it maintained for 
several months prior to the summer 
shutdown. The televising from this 
source will be more in the nature of 
experiments and the costs will be far 
less than the $750,000 a year which 
were RCA-NBC’s when the combi- 
nation carried regular deluxe pro- 
grams nightly. 

Restraining hand imposed by the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion seems to have soured RCA on 
making any further substantial ex- 
a on television programing. 

t would prefer to let CBS, Philco, 
Dumont and the others that inter- 
posed objections in Washington on 
the commercial issue during last 
spring’s hearings carry this particu- 
lar ball for a while. Meanwhile 
there are about 2,000 persons in the 
metropolitan area who have invest- 
ments in television sets. 


Among those that have announced 
they would have a television trans- 
mitter in operation this fall is Du- 
mont. Latter had actually given a 
Starting date. It was Sept. 1. So 
far there have been no programs 
from this source or any information 
on what progress was being made to 
get such transmitter or programs 
under way. 


Marshall Field, 3d, 
Offers to Take Over 





Control of ‘PM’ Daily 





An offer by Marshall Field, 3d, of 
the Chicago department store fam- 
ily, to take over the majority stock 
interest in PM, New York's new tab 
daily, has been made to the pub- 
lication’s board of directors. 
i8 presently one of the daily’s 18 
stockholders who invested an aggre- 
Bate of $1,500,000 prior to the paper’s 
first issue. 

Field's plan would be for him to 
Put up $300,000 additionally to pay 


back the original stockholders 20c on | 


the dollar; that he form a new com- 
Pany to take over all PM’s assets and 
obligations; that he provide to dis- 
tribute to the old stockholders a 
Special Class B common stock en- 
titling them to 15% of the equity and 
assets in the new company; that he 


Provide $500,000 additionally to the | 


Capital for the new company and to 


buy all its yoting stock at 10c a 
share. 


The boar ideri " 
osition, d is considering the prop 

According to Ralph Ingersoll, PM’s 
publisher, there isn’t any particular 
Significance attached to the offer by 
Field. Since the offer can’t be de- 
cided by the board, and must be put 
up to the stockholders, a decision 
ge be forthcoming for 20 days as 
of Sept. 27, when the offer was 


broached, a stipulation by law. 
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Field | 








Thrown for a Loss 





Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

Combination of war and foot- 
ball has caused film studios to 
tighten restrictions on radio sets 
in offices. 

It was bad enough when em- 
ployees stopped work to discuss 
the-news from the European 
front, but the football tidings en- 
courage betting as well as argu- 
ment. All of which retard pro- 
duction, say the front office big- 
gies, 








N. Y. FAIR'S SEX’ 


WINDUP ON 
MIDWAY 


With less than a month remaining 
before the N. Y. World’s Fair closes 
forever, numerous operators on the 
midway are splurging with nudie 
and sex shows. Several girl shows 
operate so wide open that it looks 
like the bars are down. Flushing 
Meadows currently is overflowing 
with various types of dancers, bump- 
ers and ‘classic’ entertainers. 

Checkup reveals wine-bath per- 
formers, Tibet Temple swayers, 
rhumba wrigglers, cellophane terp- 
ers, veil dancers, mirror-illusion 
strippers, undraped models, modern- 
istic underwater swimmers, Oriental 
coochers, sun-garden paraders wear- 





ing a smile and G-string, besides the | 


strictly legit fan wavers. 

Present array tops the nudies 
which caused so much friction early 
last year, only this season the sex 
shows haven’t the biatant bally of 
1939 and kid patronage is banned. 


ROCHESTER’ YENS TO DO 
BERT WILLIAMS IN PIX 


San Francisco, Oct. 1. 

Eddie Anderson (‘Rochester’) is 
working on a deal to star in a film 
depicting the life of Bert Williams, 
the sepia comic revealed here. Ar- 
thur Hornblow, Jr., is reportedly in- 
terested and Paramount's decision 
will rest on public reaction to idea, 
soon to be bandied about 





"IP. YIP,YAPHANK’ 
FOR CONSCRIPTS 


U. S. War Service Musical of 
World War I Takes En- 
core for American Army 
of 1940—To Be Routed in 
Draftee Camps 








SAME STAGER AS THEN 





‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank,’ 
show which was a sensational 


the service 





cess when it opened at the Century 
| theatre (now razed) in New York, 
| Aug. 19, 1918, is slated to he revived 
|and played in the draftee camps 
where conscriptionists are being 
trained. It was the revue with 
Irving Berlin songs, one of which, 
‘Oh How I Hate to Get Up in the 
Mornin,’ became famous, rhythm be- 
ing that of the bugle’s reveille. 
Sime, in reviewing ‘Yaphank’, said 
it was one of the ‘best and most 
novel entertainments Broadway has 


SLOT-MACHINE 
FILMS 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

C. B. DeMille has joined the slot- 
machine picture-makers as 
ate of Neil McCarthy in Hollywood 
Quality Pictures which produce and 
distribute narrow-gauge films and 
manufacture own projector known 
as Hollywood Talkitone. 

Frst year’s output of 96 three- 
| minute subjects will be produced by 
| Herb Moulton, onetime Paramount 
short subjects production head. Also 
with new outfit is William Pine 
production aide to DeMille at Para- 
mount. DeMifle’s status as a Par- 
amount producer is unaffected. 











There'll Always Be An 
England’ on Wax With 
French Baritone Soio 





suc- | 


associ- | 


DIER SHOW 
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Richard Lockridges In the Middle 


Of Unique Harris-Owen Davis: Feud 





Formal—Wear Shoes 





Des Moines, Oct. 1. 

For the opening of the 10th 
season of the WHO Iowa Barn 
Dance Frolic’ at the Shrine 
auditorium Oct. 5, formal invi- 
tations stated: 

‘Informal except shoes are re- 
quired,’ 


HELEN MORGAN 
NOT PAID OFF 
BY K.K.K. 


Add to the list of ‘showmen’ who 
don’t pay off: the Ku Klux Klan. 

It’s a new switch for this choice 
society to book talent for shows and 
| then leave ’em holding the bag, but 

















it’s also making sure to include 
headliners, 
distinction of being the first topflight 


victim, although she had no idea of | 
of a Rich- | 


the KKK _ sponsorship 
;mond, Va., one-nighter last Thurs- 
day (26) until after she had arrived 
in the town. 

In fact, Miss Morgan didn’t even 
work the show, held at the Mosque 
theatre there at $1.10 top. Booked 
by the William Morris office, she 
was warned by the latter that 
$450 one-night salary had not been 
posted three days in advance, as per 
contract. First on Tuesday and then 
|on Wednesday (25), Dick Henry of 
'the Morris office in N. Y. phoned 
| Richmond, with an A. S. Cole, who 
|has headquarters at the Murphy 
hotel there, stalling the check. Henry 
| tried to stop Miss Morgan after the 


(Continued on page 63) 


‘MAX HART, ONCE NO. 1 





| AGENT, BROKE AND ILL 





| Max Hart, once one of the top 
| agents in New York, is in the French 
hospital seriously ill. Yesterday 
(Tuesday) he underwent the first 
of a two-stage operation. 


Hart has suffered two severe heart 
attacks in recent years, but this 
latest complication is not cardiac. 





Columbia Records intends cash- 
ing in on England’s stand agairist | 
invasion by turning out a record cut 





Doing Williams is Anderson’s big 
it being one of those | 
be ignored or set | 


He has already collected con- | 


ambition in life, 
urges which can’t 
aside. 
siderable material on the great en- | 
tertainer’s career, tracing Williams | 
life back to days when he did street | 
ballys in San Francisco. . 


with that country’s ‘There'll Always | 
Be An England,’ the most popular | 
British ditty at the moment. It’s | 
made by a band called the British | 


| Fusileers Military Band composed of 


four sax, four brass, and four rhy- 
thm manned by American players. 

Vocal is handled by Emile Renan, 
a French baritone. 


A reputed millionaire at one time, 
Hart lost a fortune in counsel fees 
and costs when he sued Keith-Albee 
years ago for monopolistic practices 
and lost. Action was a result of that 
outfit disenfranchising him* as a 
Keith agent. At that time Hart con- 
trolled virtually all the topflight 
comedy acts in vaudeville. 

A few years ago Hart sponsored a 
benefit for himself in a Broadway 
legit house. 


Helen Morgan gets the | 


her | 





Circumstances as unusual as any 
in show biz are holding up Broad- 
way production of a dramatization 
of ‘The Norths Meet Murder,’ mys- 


tery novel written by Richard Lock- 
ridge, drama critic of the N. Y. Sun, 
and his wife, Frances. Unique feud 
has developed between producer 
William Harris, Jr.. who owns the 
option on the play, and Owen Davis, 
| who did the dramatization. 

Davis maintains that he erred in 
the way he dramatized the book. 
He wants to do it over. Harris as- 
|serts that the dramatization titled 
;‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ is exactly the 
|way he wants it and won’t allow 
| Davis to touch it. Davis declares 
that if Harris goes ahead with the 
production, he’ll put every possible 
obstacle in his path and will bring 
|down the wrath of the Dramatists’ 
'Guild upon the producer’s head to 
| make it virtually impossible for him 
| to obtain any scripts in the future. 

Harris maintains he’ll do the play 
|}and keeps sending Davis $100 a 
|month, which is the fee he is re- 
quired to pay to hold the option. 
Writer refuses to cash the checks, 
|sending them back to Harris, who 
promptly mails them right to the 
dramatist again. 

Lockridges wrote ‘Norths’ 
light comedy overtones, similar in 
manner to the ‘Thin Man’ series. 
Davis, in doing the play, thought it 





with 


(Continued on page 61) 


B’way Legit Shows’ 
Big Advance Sales 
Keynote Biz Upbeat 


Blessed by theatre-going weather 
through September, Broadway con- 
tinues to point to a big-money sea- 
son. There have been but few new 
entrants so far, but attendance for 
most attractions is unusually strong, 
| with holdover favorites getting a big 
|slice of patronage. Money is becom- 
ing easier, aS proven by patrons seek- 





ing lower floor tickets even for the 
higher scaled shows. Leading agen- 
|cies have sold more tickets during 


the season’s starting month just past 

than any time in a decade. Brokers 

say they can sell two or three times 
(Continued on page 61) 





Kidnap Hero’s Stage Act 





San Francisco, Oct. 1. 

Cecil Wetsel, lumberjack who cap- 
tured Wilhelm Muhlenbroich, kid- 
napper of Marc de Tristan, began 
week’s personal appearance at the 
Paramount, Los Angeles, Saturday 
(28). Hero was signatured on behalf 
of Fanchon & Marco by Hal Neidus, 
manager of the Orpheum, F. & M. 
house here. 

Future stage plans for Wetsel will 


| depend on the Los Angeles engage- 


ment. 
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Showdown This Week on Big-Name 





Cuffo Appearances for Politicos 





Question of ‘benefit’ appearances | 
by actors at political rallies, raised | 
some weeks ago by members of the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America executive committee, will 
probably be brought to a showdown 
this week by the committee and the 
Theatre Authority. Two incidents 
during the last week brought the 
issue into the open. 

One was the appearance of Kath- 
arine Hepburn last Friday night with 
a group of writers in a forum pro- | 
gram with Mrs. Roosevelt, over NBC | 
blue (WJZ), for the re-election of , 
President Roosevelt. ‘The other was 
a letter sent to actors last Friday | 
(27) by Eddie Dowling, as chairman 
of the stage and screen division of | 
the Democratic national committee. | 
Missive asked for financial contribu- 
tions and for the recipients to pledge 
his appearance ‘where personal ser- 
vice may be rendered, insofar as my 
schedule will permit.’ 

It is considered unlikely that Miss 
Hepburn will be penalized for her 
unauthorized appearance on the 
Democratic radio program, as the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists has never passed any formal 
benefit rule such as those in force for 
Equity, Screen Actors Guild, Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists and 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
members. However, itis expected 

(Captinued on page 36) 


Cohan Too Busy for Show; 
Mrs. Hitchcock Planes 
Into N.Y.; Others on Wing 








First comes the World Series. 

Next there’s football. 

Then come the holidays. 

‘So I guess I won’t be doing any 
show until about the first of the 
year,’ summed up George M. Cohan 
Thursday when he ambled down the 
gangplank of the Mercury. He'd | 
been in San Francisco attending the 
big ASCAP fiesta, 

On the same trip came Walter | 
Brennan en route to Philadelphia | 
for the eastern preem of ‘The West- | 
erner,’ in which he is the nasty 
Judge Roy Bean. He personaled at 

(Continued on page 36) 


Mickey Rooney’s Sock | 
$45,000 on N.Y. Personal 


Only a Metro studio order not to 
do more than five shows a day 
stopped Mickey Rooney from break- 
ing the house record at the Loew’s 
State, N. Y., this week ending tonight 
(Wed.). As it is the gross will be 
around $45,000, and possibly more, 
which is phenomenal considering 
that the present record, $51,300, was 
set by Eddie Cantor on a holiday 








,preme court, 


‘SCREWBALL’ SUIT 


P.A.’s $37,000 Suit Over ‘Screwbails 
of America’ Gadget 








Application to dismiss a suit by 
Noel Meadows, Broadway press- 
agent and idea promoter, against the 
Rolestan Mfg. Corp., in the N. Y. su- 
revealed the action 
Monday (30). Suit seeks damages of 
$37,000, and claims plagiarism and 
conspiracy to defraud. 

Plaintiff asserts he conceived the 
idea of ‘Screwballs of America’ in 


| January, 1939, and closed a deal with 


the defendant to distribute buttons 
bearing that insigna for which he 
was to be paid 10% of the gross. 

It is claimed that 3,000,000 buttons 
at 4c each were sold, making a com- 


mission to the plaintiff of $12,000. | 


Heights’ for Bette Davis 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

First picture for Bette Davis when 
she returns from her eastern vaca- 
tion is ‘January Heights,’ which rolls 
Oct. 21 at Warners with Edmund 
Goulding directing. George Brent is 
co-starred. ; 

Following ‘Heights,’ Miss Davis 
‘plays “The Little Foxes’ for Samuel 
Goldwyn. 


WALT DISNEY’ 
SELF-TRAILER, 
DRAGON 


Unprecedented in the feature field 
on several scores will be Walt Dis- 
ney’s ‘The Reluctant Dragon,’ set to 
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Sherman Billingsley asked Ed Sul 
said, ‘Yeh—miss it if you can!’ 
low actor, no doubt.) 
| Lotsa celebrities in town—Loretta 
| Mickey Rooney, Charlies Laughton, 
| what a celebrity is—it’s anybody w 
two days a week. 





Builds Men.’ é 
said, ‘If dat’s true, build me a big 0 


takes out. 


my new nose. 
each other. 





| This week my column is syndicated. 
|New York Clipper, Conkey’s One-to-Fill, Dramatic Mirror—and an aynt 
on my mother’s side in Splitweek, Arizona. 


Mother and I opened a joint bank account this week. 


ee 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


pbb bp bbb bb bbb hbbbbbhbbannn net’ 


By Milton Berle 


New subscribers include Zit’s 


livan if he read my column. Sullivan 


I wonder what he means? ( Jealous fe}. 


Young, Spencer Tracy, Charles Boyer. 
Sonja Henie, ete. Finally found out 
ho works. My brother is a celebrity 


Army enlistment tent at Broadway and 47th street has a sign, ‘The Army 
Broadway Rose stepped over to the recruiting sergeant and 


ne—-willya, bud?’ 
I put in and she 


Broadway Dept. 
At El Morocco, Charles Boyer and Spencer Tracy congratulate me on 
After seeing my show at Loew’s State, they congratulate 


Tiny night clubs’are the vogue this season. There’s the Brown Derby, 
Torch, Spivy’s, Swing, Coq Rouge—to name but a few. One spot is so 
small that you breathe by appointment only. 

Teddy Powell's Famous Door finally opened last week and Powell's 


lbe released around Jan. 1. Most 
unusual is the fact that it will be 
sold on regular terms for feature 
exhibition, although it is an out-and- 
out plug for the Disney studios, 
albeit its humorous handling. 


Second unusual aspect of ‘Dragon’ 
is that it will include both live and 
cartoon action in a Disney film for 
the first time. Robert Benchley will 
provide the human side. Whole 
thing will run 70 minutes. 

Story starts with Benchley read- 
ing the book called ‘The Reluctant 
Dragon,’ by Kenneth Grahame, and 
remarking to his wife that it would 
be a ‘natural for a Disney short. 
| Against his wishes, his wife prevails 
on him to take it to Disney. He in- 


The other $25,000 he seeks for al- 
leged conspiracy to defraud him of 
his $12,000. The answer consists of 
a general denial of all charges. 


‘SZED GETS TIBBETT 
ROLES AT MET OPERA 


Speculation as to the casting of the 
| Met’s revival of Verdi’s ‘Un Ballo in 
'Maschera’ has the following cast 
| tentatively set for opéning night, 
|Dec. 2. Riccardo will be sung either 
iby Jussi Bjoerling or Giovanni Mar- 
| tinelli; Renator, by Alexander Szed, 
| Norwegian baritone, who sails Oct. 











baton, Sid Tomack (with adjustable mustache) and the Reis Brothers, 
Al Siegal and his new protege, Connie Russell, are included in the enter- 
tainment. New policy: An Al Siegal arrangement with every $20 check. 
Had 18 people in my party for the opening. Mother came home with 
enough arrangements to audition for the Shuberts. 
Holly woodiana 

Next year they're starting a new conscription—to get people to see my 
first picture. , 

George Raft signed for five gangster pictures. Instead of getting his 
signature on a contract, Warner Bros. is just taking his fingerprints. 

Out in Hollywood, I lived next door to Hedy Lamarr. Never saw her, 
though—always missed her by a shade. 

Movie stars are making personals in the east. 
Lion for three apperances at the Bronx Zoo. 

They’re building a picture theatre in Chicago so big that instead of a 
manager they'll elect a mayor every four years. 

Radio Dept. 

A summer radio show just went off the air owing Crossley two points, 

One of Vincent Lopez’s radio musicians got married recently—and spent 
his two-weék honeymoon in Roseland. 


M-G-M booked Leo the 


23 to join the Met. Szed, who was | 


born in 1906, has appeared in every 
opera house of note in the world, 
and will take over all Lawrence Tib- 


bett’s roles until the American bari- | 


tone regains his health. 


Amelia will be sung by Elisabeth | 


Rethberg, Tom by Leon Rothier, who 
appeared in the last revival in 1913 
under Toscanini, Oscar by Jean 


| Dickenson, Sam by Norman Cordon, 
|and Ulrica by Suzanne Sten, if she is 


engaged, or Bruna Castagna. 


Prof. Sinclair Lewis 


Sinclair Lewis has joined the 
faculty of the University of Wiscon- 
sin as a teacher of creative writing, 
with the rank of professor. 

Lewis, who won the Nobel prize in 
literature in 1930, has been an actor 
and a lecturer, but this is his first 
job in teaching. 











Ex-Actor 
Minneapolis, Oct. 1. 

Stopping over here en route to St. 
Cloud, Minn., to visit his brother, 
| Sinclair Lewis told reporters he’s all 
through with acting because ‘it’s too 
hard a job and takes too much of 
his time.’ 

He appeared on tour in his own 
play, ‘Angela Is #1,’ and also has ap- 
peared with various strawhat the- 
atre groups, 


week (July 4, ’39) doing six shows! __ 


most every day. Rooney will do a 
record biz for any non-holiday week 
in the history of the house. 

Rooney has been playing five 
shows daily, except last Saturday 
(28), when the house did six by spe- 
cial permission. There’s been no sal- 
ary set yet for Rooney for the 
Broadway date, the studio figuring 
on computing this on the basis of 
the final gross. It will be at least 
$7,500. 

If not at the wicket, Rooney has 
definitely set a record in backstage- 
door attendance. Since his very first 
show at the house, squads of police 
have been necessary to keep order 
among the hordes of autograph seek- 
ers who have been trying to mob 
Rooney every time he enters or exits 
His backstage play eclipses that 
given Mae West or Judy Garland 
when these femmes played the spot. 

Rooney has been deluged with 
offers of further stage playing time, 
but he has nixed ’em all. He flies 
back to the Coast tomorrow morning 
(Thursday). 


Dilly’ Hits Blue Note 


Los Angeles, Oct. 1. 
Eddie Cherkose, songwriter, filed 
a $25,000 damage suit against Faw- 
cett Publications, charging theft of 
his ‘Silly Dilly’ song idea. 
Use of the idea in a contest spon- 
sored by Gingers Rogers deprived 








him of potential sales, Cherkose a renewal, and after receiving it, | Many Girls’, musical in which Arnaz 
claims... -- —- --- = ee! | (Continued on page 42)9':« 1 1) was featuped:jast yearvon Broadway:.: 





wardly hopes that Disney won't see 
t{him, but his path af the pen-and- 
‘inker’s office is made all too easy 
and in an endeavor to keep from 
running into the cartoon producer, 
jhe stumbles all through the plant. 
As Benchley gets himself into 
trouble in one department after an- 
other, he learns something about 
leach. Finally, Disney catches 


UP | 


Radio riddle: When are Pic and 
Molasses ‘n’ January. 


—and missed the whole fight. 





man Ace said, ‘He couldn't ad-lib a b 
| 


Pat not Pic and Pat? When they're 


Observation Dept. 
Saw the Baer-Comiskey ‘battle’. Turned around to wave to Joe Schenck 


Speaking of a certain comic who is only as good as his material, Good- 


urp after a heavy dinner.’ 


| Bumped into Lenny Kent, who was on his way to the Theatrical Phar- 


| macy for some new razor blades and 


old blackouts. 


Sidewalk agent talking to client in front of Strand building: ‘This team 


with him, gives him a big greeting | I got is better than Van and Schenck, sockier than Cross and Dunn and 


|and tells him he wants to show him | murders the people bigger than Cantor and Jessel. 


|a short he just made. 


Short, of 
| course, is 





incidentally 

| feature. 
Production on the live portions be- 

|gins next Monday (7) and is ex- 


| pected to take about a month. Car- 
|toon portions are all completed. 


Eddy, MacDonald Will 


shown as part of the 





Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
| Nelson Eddy and Jeanette Mac- 
| Donald, sweethearts on the screen, 
| are going far apart in their separate 
| concert tours, beginning in January. 


| Each will sing in 30 cities where 
the other won't. Separation follows 

|their Metro co-starrer, ‘I Married an 

| Angel.’ Their vocal tours are planned 

\for three months. 

j 
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Tell Me Pretty Maiden’ Suit Vs. 
 Shuberts, Billy Rose, Jack Kirkland 





An action to settle once and for- 
ever the rights to the yesteryear 
musical comedy, ‘Floradora,’ was 
filed Friday (27) in N. Y. federal 
court by the original owners of the 
copyright, Francis, Day & Hunter, 
Ltd., 


portions of the musical since 1927. 
Defendants in the action, some of 
whom claim rights to it, are Select 
Theatres Corp. (Shuberts), April 
Productions, Inc. (also Shuberts), 
Billy Rose, Billy Rose’s Diamond 
Horseshoe, Inc., and Jack Kirkland. 

Prior to Dec. 15, 1939, E. Boyd- 
Jones, Paul Rubens and Leslie Stu- 
,art, all British subjects, wrote the 
| original lyrics and music to ‘Flora- 
/dora.’ The copyright rights were 
| then assigned to the plaintiff, an 
English music publishing house. 
| Since 1891 the laws of copyright in 
the U.S. and England have been 
,identftal with a reciprocal agree- 
ment in effeet on all copyrighted ma- 
terial. On Aug. 2, 1927, within a 
year of the expiration date of the 
| copyright; Leslie Stuart applied for 


| 


of London, against virtually | 
everyone who has been using any | 





‘Judy’s $2,000 Wk. Starter 
‘On New 7-Year M-G Deal 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
Judy Garland drew a new Metro 
‘contract calling for weekly wages of 
$2,000. for the first three years, 
$2,500 for the second three years and 
| $3,000 for the seventh year. 


Pact required the approval of su- 
| perior court because she is under 18. 





Arnaz’s B’way Time-Out 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
RKO’s option lift on the services 
of Desi Arnaz permits the Cuban 
caballero to do one Broadway show 
before reporting for another film as- 
signment. 
Stage play is ‘Yours For a Year, 


to be produced by George Marion, 
Jr. Marion did the book for ‘Too 





‘The Reluctant Dragon,’ | 


Avoid Each Other on Tour 


| can't buy them for less than $10. 


: : Eavesdropped at ihe Stork Ciub: ‘Who—her? 
Thus the whole ‘Dragon’ cartoon is| mate stage for 10 years—and never fell off the runway.’ 


No—lI'm sorry—you 


She’s been on the legiti- 


Joyce Mathews, the de-lovely de-looker in de Jolson show (honest. it’s 


want to see two night clubs in one 
Frank & Teddy Sabini. 


McGrath and Deeds. 
The Golden Bird. 


Afte 


anybody got a club date? 


‘Frances Langford, Hall 





| 
| Frances Langford and Jon Hall 
| (Mr. and Mrs.) have been booked 
| for personals at the New York Para- 
mount beginning Oct. 16. Hall goes 
in via special permission of Sam 
Goldwyn, to whom he’s contracted. 
Pair will be accompanied by 
comedian Romo Vincent and Tommy 
Reynold’s orch. It’s latter’s first shot 
at Broadway, while Vincent will 
double from the Hurricane nitery for 
what will be his first theatre date 
in the east. 








L.A. to N.Y. 


| Don Ameche. 

George Anthiel. 

| David Bacon. 

Russell Birdwell. 
Walter Brennan. 

Judy Canova. 

Bobby Connolly. 
Norman Corwin. 
Lester Cowan. 

George Frank. 

William Frawley. 
Gladys George. 

Mrs. Howard J. Green. 
Charles A. Greene. 
Mitchell J. Hamilburg. 
Grace Hayes. 

Peter Lind Hayes. 
Mrs. George Jessel. 
Mrs. Louis R. Lipstone. 
Dee Lowrance. 

Merry Macs. 

Bill Murray. 

Erich Pommer. 
George Raft. 

Hal Roach. 

Hal Roach, Jr. 

Arthur Shields: 

Louis Shurr. 

Kay Van Riper 

Jack Runyon. 

Benay Venuta. 
Al Wilsor. ieee UU 


| 





Whatever Became of 


To P.A. at N.Y. Par 


». b+ Howard Strickling. ‘ 


strictly platonic) wouldn’t go to Leon and Eddie’s with me—she didn't 


evening. 

22? 
Billy ‘Swede’ Hall. 
Guppy and Fogg. 
Hawthorne and Cook. 

rpiece 


Got to pay dues this week to Friars’ Club, AGVA, AFRA, Screen Actors’ 
Guild, Song Writers’ Protective Association and the Musicians’ Union. Has 
I don’t want to break an annuity. 


/REP. RETAGS BURNETTE 
AND LOSES JUNE STOREY 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

Republic renewed Smiley Burn- 
ette’s contract for another year, as- 
suring the cowboy comic’s continued 
| appearance with Gene Autry in wes- 
| tern musicals, 

Meanwhile, June Storey, aiming to 
yet away from sagebrush pictures, 
| terminated her Republic pact by mu- 
tual agreement. ‘ 





‘Refugee Alf Gruenwald, 
Librettist, Arrives in N.Y. 


Alfred Gruenwald, Viennese play- 
| wright and drama critic, who au- 
| thored most of the books and lyrics 
| of the operettas by Oscar Straus, 
Leo Fall, Paul Abraham, Franz Le- 
| har, Emmerich Kalman and Robert 
Stolz, among more than 50 musical 
| Plays and comedies, has arrived in 
|New York via Paris. He's a refu- 
| gee. 
Gruenwald wrote the books for 
such musicals as ‘Countess Maritza, 
‘Rose of Stamboul,’ ‘Last Waltz’ 
(Shuberts) and also the comedy, 
‘Dancing Partner,’ produced on 
Broadway by David Belasco. 








N.Y. to L.A. 


Francis A. Bateman. 
Carroll Carroll 

Pat di Cicco. 
Leonard L. Levison. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Peter Mayer. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
Si Seadler. 

Jack Skirball. 
James Stewart. 
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FILM BIZ ON SHORTWAVE 








_- 


More Vague 


> 


Nazi ‘News’ 





Attentive American listeners to 


war news broadcasts from Europe 


have noted audible signs that reflect the growing irritation of Amer- 


ican network officials with the Germans. 


The possibility of Yankee 


radio reporters being withdrawn altogether from Berlin was reported 


last week’s VARIETY. 


NBC is now emphasizing on its transatlantics that its regular mikers 


are ‘Americans’. 
with added identification ‘an Ame 


Men in Berlin, Rome, etc., are identified by name, 


rican reporter for NBC’, This is 


done when announcers handle switches from New York. 
On several occasions, German announcers (not Americans) have 
over open-circuit stated NBC’s reporter ‘will be here in a few sec- 


onds,’ when one -(in perfect English 


) tabbed William C. Kerker as due 


to arrive soon the standby miker in New York studios informed audi- 
ence that Kerker probably was coming from censor's office. This was 
perhaps first time close checking by German blue-pencilers had been 


revealed to the public on such a broadcast. 


When Kerker did go on, 


he was noticeably out of breath. During entire five minutes, Kerker 
was wind short and twice flubbed. At conclusion of commentary, 


New York announcer again rema 


rked: ‘You probably noticed Mr. 


Kerker’s hurried breathing. He was coming from censor’s office and 


had to rush up four flights.’ 


Like virtually all American broadcasts from Nazi capital, this one 


had little news value. 


Usual quotations from German state-controlled 


papers and a vague report of British bombing on Berlin. 





Farmer Paul Whiteman at the Fair 





A New Slant on the King of Jazz as He Goes Rural, 





But Big 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Trenton, Oct. 1. 


Paul Whiteman, who has spent a 
lifetime behind a fiddle, braved a 
heavy downpour to visit the New 
Jersey State Fair. And to see what? 
The actors, musicians? Not so you 
could notice it. Mr. Whiteman came 
out to see the cattle show and to 
complain because George A. Hamid, 
director of the exposition, did not 
include the Angus breed of stock in 
the entries. 

‘Why don’t you put the Angus 
breed in here?’ he asked Hamid. 
‘Your show won’t be complete until 
you do so.’ 

‘For why?’ asked Hamid. 

‘For because I raise ‘em,’ replied 
Whiteman, who could not remain 
bitter more than five seconds. 

And true enough, the fiddling 
maestro was revealed to have a stock 
farm at Rosemont, near Stockton, 
where he raises cattle, horses and a 
choice variety of flowers and alfalfa. 

‘I've got a nice place up. there,’ he 
told Hamid. ‘I’m right in the middle 
of the artist country but, fortunately, 
I don’t hear any music.’ He beamed 
reflectively. ‘You know, that’s why | 
I bought that place. Music was driv- | 
ing me crazy. I felt that if I didn’t | 
get away from concert work for a| 


(Continued on page 50) 





Agent’s 926 Commish 
Suit Vs. Sonja Henie 
Comes to Trial Oct. 23 


Suit of Dennis R. Scanlan, agent, 
against Sonja Henie for $92,000 has 
been set for trial Oct. 23 in N. Y. 


| 
Supreme court. Action seeks dam-| 
ages for alleged unpaid commissions | 
and has been pending for four years. | 
Scanlan claims he met the actress | 
in London in 1935 and made a deal 
with her in Paris whereby he was to 
— 20% of her earnings. 
aims he set Miss Henie at 20th-Fox | ; i ‘ 
and that up to 1936 she earned $300,- | A. Rr, See es ae 
000. The actress has entered a gen- 
eral denial, alleging no written con- 
tract. It is also claimed that under 
the laws of France, where the deal 
Was supposedly set, any amount in- 


volving more than 500 francs must be 
in writing. 


Jackie Coogan Joins 
Canadian Air Force 


Jack Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
. “rw ie Coogan leaves over the 
end to join the Royal Canadian 
pete 
evea 
and said he 
Wouldn't forget 














his plans at a nitery. 
‘hoped Hollywood 


Leonard’s ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 


Hollywood, Oet. 1. 

Robert Z. Leonard gets the di- 
rector job on Metro’s ‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ 
a straight drama in contrast with 
‘The Great Ziegfeld,’ which Leonard 
piloted as a musical in 1935. 

Judy Garland, Hedy Lamarr and 
Lana Turner draw top lines in the 
picture, scripted by the late William 
Anthony McGuire. 


‘Will Rogers Day 
AtN.Y. Fair Ties 
With Satevepost 








Will Rogers Day at the New York 
World’s Fair is tentatively scheduled 
for Oct. 17. Plans for a mammoth 
show in the Court of Peace for the 
benefit of the Will Rogers Memorial 
fund have been drafted by the com- 
mittee and the project now awaits 
approval by Mrs. Betty Blake 
Rogers, the comedian’s widow. Com- 
mittee members hope to raise be- 
tween $5,000 and $12,000 that day. 

Probable setup calls fog an ad- 
mission price of 75c to the show, 
tickets to be on sale at the entrance 
to the Court of Peace and elsewhere 
on the Fair grounds. Entire pro- 


(Continuea on page 58) 





ANYWAY, IT’S A GOOD SHILL 


Politician’s Stump Speech From 
Cooch Show Platform 





Lynchburg, Oct. 1. 


history was made here 


Political 


last week when Congressman Clifton | 


front platform of a cooch show. 


at Lynchburg Agrficultural Fair (Art 
Lewis Shows), found no grandstand 
platform available. Agreed to use 
rostrum in front of Follies outfit. 
Management cut off loudspeakers all 
over lot for 25 minutes and cuties 
who usually parade on the outside 
stage in undress gave their torsos a 
rest. 





RUBIN’S TRIPLE HITCH 
Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

Benny Rubin checked in for a part 
in ‘Malvina Swings It,’ but Malvina 
is not swinging it half as fast as 
Benny, who is playing his third role 
at RKO in three weeks. : 

Star is Bob Crosby, with Les 








® returned. _— * - when 


Goodwins directing. 


the Lynchburg-Roanoke district, de- | 
livered a stump speech from the | 


Woodrum, invited to address crowd | 








HOLLYWOOD T0 
UNITE OVER NB 


Ballyhoo for American Mo- 
tion Pictures by Long Dis- 


Weeks — Latins Fond of 
Hollywood Gossip 


SIX NOW SET 





Short-wave radio programs, spon- 
sored by major film companies, are 
scheduled to start broadcasting to the 
Latin-American countries over NBC 
late this month, according to L. P. 
Yandell, executive in charge of 
NBC’s short-wave sales. Paramount, 
Metro, Columbia, Universal, Warner 
Bros. and RKO already have agreed 
to participation, with 20-Fox and 
possibly United Artists likely to be 
in on the industry short-wave insti- 
tutional publicity lineup before it 
starts this month. The former was 
expected to agree to participation 
some time this week. 

South Americans are very inter- 
ested in Hollywood gossip of all 
kinds. 

Setup calls for at least two 30- 
minute programs weekly in Spanish 

(Continued on page 22) 








Stilt Trying to Line 
Up B.R. for Pix Version 
Of ‘The American Way’ 


Number of subscribers have been 
lined up to make ‘The American 
Way’ closer to filmization than at any 
time in the past, Harry Goetz, who 


with Max Gordon, owns the screen 
rights, declared Friday (27). Work 
on the picture, which is slated for 
| RKO release if and when made, may 
‘start in mid-November, said Goetz, 
who refuses to be over-optimistic. 
Gordon and Goetz have had drawn 
up a small pamphlet outlining the 
story of ‘The American Way’ in their 
lefforts to find persons who would 
|\be willing to participate in the 
| financing on a patriotic basis should 





- 








| it not prove a profitable investment. | 


Legit version of the story was pro- 
duced in the same manner, the in- 
| vestors ending up about even. 


|FLA. EXPECTS RECORD 
BOOM THIS WINTER 











ing a record winter season. Last 
year Floridian and Havana resorts 
were naturals for cold weather va- 
cationists because of the war, but 
the coming season will measure up to 
|even greater degree. That is indi- 
cated now because of the number of 
| advance hotel bookings and inquiries 
| for apartments available for rental. 

| In addition to the growing number 
of winter sun lovers, Florida will 
also probably be chosen by a flock of 
socialite repatriates who will favor 
Palm Beach. Nearly all Americans 
| who lived abroad were forced to re- 
turn when the Nazi invasion started 
Most of them are residing on Long 
Island now. 


Berle Yens to Produce 


| 








tance Radio Begins in Few 


Miami Beach is already anticipat- | 


‘ ’ ? | Following week (18) will include 
Barnum Play on B way bits from ‘Thief of Bagdad,’ with | 


Milton Berle, comic, mugg col- | June Dupree. 


United States Film 


Firms’ Problem, 


Placement of Blitzed Foreign Mors. 





Thar She Goes 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

They don’t turn the picture 
toward the wall in Hollywood. 
They toss it out of the studio 
commissary when the star has 
ceased to shine. 

Portrait of a dimmed lumi- 
nary was removed from a major 
lunchery under the pretext of 
general housecleaning. Two 
years ago the star’s dressing- 
room-bungalow was tossed over 
the studio fence. 


M-G Denies Nazi 
Bid to Return To 
Czech Market 


An offer has been made to Metro 
by the German government whereby 
they might be able to distribute part 
of their product in Czechoslovakia, 
now Nazi-controlled, according to re- 


ports persisting in New York this 
week. Metro denies this and doubts 
seriously if any such plan would be 
acceptable if offered. 

Proposal to M-G-M was to permit} 
their pictures into Czech territory if| 
| the Metro trademark were removed. 
Under the reported German proposal, 
| films would be released in Czecho- 
slovakia simply under the original 

(Continued om page 42) 




















GEORGIE HALE PLANS 





| 
Georgie Hale, who promoted the | 
|Al Jolson stage musical, ‘Hold On| 
|to Your Hats,’ and is co-producer | 
land owner of 20% thereof, is now} 
|setting a deal to put on an Eddie | 
|Cantor stage musical. Eddie Davis| 
| will do the book, possibly with an| 
| assist from Guy Bolton, and Vincent | 
| Youmans is being sought for the mu-| 
| sical score. If not, Burton Lane and | 
|E. Y. Harburg, who tunesmithed the | 





Jolson show, will supply the tunes. 


| 
i David did the Jolson book. | 


| Cantor’s Lee Shubert musical pro- 
| duction talk has fallen through, but | 
the Hale-Cantor hookup looks likely 
to go through. Zasu Pitts may be) 
| in it also, book being a topical theme | 
lon the draft. Al Lewis will be as- | 
sociated with Hale. 
It is understood that Max Gordon | 
also has star’s ear for a musical 
| show, which would be Gordon's first | 
show this season. Manager has been 
under medical observation, but is re- 
ported okay. Show is ‘Glamour Boy,’ 
by Russell Crouse, Eddie Hope, Ar- 
thur Schwartz and Yip Harburg. 


KATE SMITH’S LINE-UP 


Ameche, Grable, Maybe Carmen Mi- | 
randa—Conrad Veidt, Others 








Next week’s (11) Kate Smith pro- | 
gram will include excerpts from the 
20th-Fox picture, ‘Down Argentine | 
Way, with Don Ameche, Betty | 
Grable and, if she returns from | 
South America in time, Carmen Mi- 
randa, all from the original cast. 


Conrad Veidt, Sabu, Rex Ingram and | 
Week after that (25) 


STAGE CANTOR MUSICAL 





umnist and film player, may turn | will bring ‘Long Voyage Home,’ with 
legit producer of a comedy titled Thoinas Mitchell and Ian Hunter. This | 
‘Bigger Than Barnum,’ by Lee Sands | Friday’s (4) show, with excerpts 
and F. W. Rath. It’s a takeoff on from Warner’s ‘Knute Rockne—All | 
the amusement area of the N. Y.! American,’ will originate in South | 
World's Fair. Bend, on the eve of the opening | 

Berle figures on doing the produc- | game of the Notre Dame football | 





tion, if possible, prior to going to | season. Pat O’Brien, Donald Crisp | 
the Coast for a 20th-Fox chore. He | and others of the film cast will par- 
may also collaborate in the direction. ticipate. . 





—_— 


Aside from realigning their foreign 
distrib setups to meet the present 
European emergency, the gravest 
problem presently confronting the 
American picture foreign depart- 
ments is spotting of former European 
managers, who formerly headquar- 
tered in Paris. Many of the major 
company managing directors for Eu- 
rope now are in New York awaiting 
further orders. 

Plans of Paramount and Metro to 
send back their European chiefs, 
Fred Lange and Ludwig ‘Laudy’ 
Lawrence, apparently have bogged 
down completely because neither 
Spain nor Portugual will issue visas 
permitting them entry. Originally it 
had been planned to direct the liqui- 
dation and realignment of staffs in 
Europe from either Lisbon or Barce- 
lona, 

; Prospect of shakeups in several for- 
eign departments loomed this week. 
Robert Schless, Warners’ European 
managing director, now in N.Y., may 
be assigned a post in the home office, 
but is still sticking with the foreign 
division. Ben Miggins, 20th-Fox 
managing director in Europe, re- 
mains in New York awaiting further 
orders. Both Reginald Armour, RKO 

(Continued on page 42) 


Hanbury, RKO’s British 
Chief, Dies in Nazi Raid: 
Pallos’ Home Is Bombed 


; Ralph Hanbury, managing director 
in Great Britain for RKO, was killed 
some time during a night bombing 
raid over England, Sept. 26, accord- 
jing to word received in New York. 
‘It is the first known fatality of the 
war to American picture company 
executives in Great Britain. Also 
killed in the raid were: 

The same bomb which took Han- 
bury’s life also killed his son, Ralph, 
Jr., his eldest daughter and baby 
granddaughter, and seriously injured 
his wife and son-in-law. It was a 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Rubin of Metro, Who Led Film Coin 


Walkout, Being Won Back by Legit’ 








The revised terms concerning pic- 
ture-backed shows is swiftly ap- 
proaching agreement on all ques- 
tioned points and Hollywood coin 
may soon prove a boom to Broadway 
after a four-year lapse. An explana- 
tory meeting of filmites who special- 
ize in securing scenario material fer 
the Coast was held with Metro’s J. 
Robert Rubin in attendance last 
week (26), that being the second 
step towards healing the breach. 

Rubin had been most adamant of 
all film executives who opposed the 
Dramatists Guild’s conditions and led 
the move whereby a gentlemen’s pact 
among the leading picture producers 
walked out on the legit field. Un- 
derstood that his attitude changed 
after Edward Childs Carpenter as- 
sured him that the authors had 


d their stance and would 
— ~ View Golf Club in New City was 


change the terms in conformity with 
the Coast ideas. 

Last season the deal among the 
film people to stay off of Broadway 
was declared ended, but compara- 
tively little Hollywood coin was in 
evidence because most of the pix 
companies were still dissatisfied 
when the authors rewrote certain 
provisions without assent of the film 
end. An exception was Warners, 
which backed six or seven produc- 
tions. 

Seven companies were represented 
at the session in Metro’s office, those 
acting for them being John Byram, 
Paramount; Jake Wilk, Warners; Sid- 
ney Phillips, Metro; Franklyn Un- 
derwood, 20th-Fox; Leda Bauer, 
RKO; Eve Ettinger, Columbia, and 
Larry Goodkind, Universal. 

Ceiling Set 

Important point in the new agree- 
ment will be a ceiling on what is 
paid for a long-running show and on 
the release date of the film made 
from it. Under former Dramatists 
Guild stipulations, screen rights were 
on a percentage of the show’s run. 
In other words, on a show like ‘To- 
bacco Road,’ running seven years, 
studio paying an installment each 
week could conceivably be socked 
$1,000,000 or more for screen rights, 
possibly in excess of what the pic- 
ture could gross. Furthermore, the 
studio, which had bought the rights 
at the beginning of the run, would 
have to wait until the author gave 
the go-ahead signal to release its pic- 
ture. 

Under the new plan, at the end of 
21 months the pic company may no- 
tify the author of a release date at 
any time three or more months 
ahead. If the author doesn’t agree to 
let the pic be issued at that time, 








Tuttle’s Own Prod. Co. 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 


Frank Tuttle Productions has been | 


organized, with three pictures as a 
starter. 

Director is negotiating for distri- 
bution right now. 


Zukor Claims His 
New City, N. Y., Estate 
Is Over-Assessed 


Nyack, N. Y., Oct. 1. 


After Adolph Zukor had protested 
that the valuation on his Mountain 








still $159,000 too high, despite a re- 
cent slash by the board of assessors, 


/supreme courst justice Mortimer B. 


Patterson issued an order requiring 
the assessors to explain how they 
arrived at their figure. Matter is to 
be heard at a special term of su- 
preme court in Nyack Oct. 18 when 
the three assessors and town clerk 
Kate Buchenau will be defendants. 


In a voluminous petition filed for 
Zukor it is asserted that en ‘griev- 
ance day,’ Aug. 13, the producer 
protested that the assessments were 
too high and at a ‘higher proportion- 
ate value than other real estate on 
the town’s assessment roll.’ 

At the time he appeared before 
the board, the petition states, Zukor 
claimed that in order to equalize his 
assessments with others in the town- 
ship, he should get a cut to $178,- 


i500 from the original assessment of 


$278,500. 

In support of his claim, and at the 
suggestion of the assessors, Zukor 
submitted proof of how much acre- 
age he owned, an affidavit by Har- 
vey Polhemus, Nyack civil engineer, 
showing a total of 741.2 acres rather 
than 825% calculated by the as- 
sessors in addition to a piece marked 
‘plot.’ Board issued tax roll on Aug. 
30 with Zukor properly valuation 
slicad to $270,100, net shrinkage of 
$8,400. Zukor’s petition claims cut 
isn’t enough. 

Also claims that while various par- 
cels on the Zukor estate are as- 


j}sessed at 87% of their true market 
| value, the property of others on the 
|same roll is not assessed at ‘so high 
la percentage.’ 
| rate, petition states, is 40% of full | 
i|market value. 
Golf course itself has had a good | 
| summer. 


Average assessment 


Considerable promotion in 


film outfit can get back the $15,000| New york City inspired healthy 


cash which it must pay him during | weekend crowds at small hotel run | KYSER AND BUTLER 


the first three weeks of the run. plus| a+ club. Public course added public 


the percentage installments it has 
been paying throughout the run. 
Play then goes on the open market. 
Twenty-four months is also maxi- 
mum period during which percen- 
tage must be paid, after that time 
studio and author being permitted to 
make lump-sum arrangement, 


IVENS MAY DO PIC 





ON SOUTH AMERICA 


Joris Ivens, documentary producer | young actors register for the draft 





swimming pool, heretofore private, 


|and, although weather wasn’t per- 
|fect, seems to have paid off in 


crowds, 


| 
Draftees in the Hills, A 








Hollywood, Oct. 1. 





mulling a proposition to have their 


Prod. Problem for Par 


Paramount and Henry Hathaway 
directing ‘Shepherd of the Hills,’ are 


and director, who has just completed | ahead of time, to prevent delays in 

‘Power and the Land’ for the Rural/the filming of the picture. 
lectrification Administration, may | Idea is to have eligible members 

do as his next a feature-length film |of the troupe registered before Oct. 


} 
a 


W 


FORUM TR Ra 
haemnse 


Sh Ste tee 





on South America to promote good 116, if possible, or to pay the ex- 


neighborliness and hemispheric soli- 


darity. Large industrial firm, with 
interests in the southern continent, 
has approached him with the idea 
and is willing to partially finance it 
if further funds can be obtained from 
one of the major educational founda- 
tions, such as the Rockefellers. 

U. S. government would play no 
part in b.r.ing the film nor in the 
actual making of it, but the State 
Department, of course, would be 
consulted on each step of the way. 
Ivens has worked out three possible 
scripts. His plan is to do them in the 
usual documentary pattern, but to 
weave in some minor plot to promote 
interest. Pare Lorentz’s films and 
others of this nature have virtually 
no story. 

Decision on the plan is expected 
within the next week, as Ivens would 
have to head south at once to take 
advantage of the spring weather, 
which is just starting in the southern 
hemisphere. Producer expects to 
take a crew of five and two Ameri- 
can actors for certain parts he has in 
mind. 


penses of a draft official to visit the 
company on location. Of 
members of the cast and crew, 25 are 
| within the age limit. One of them 
is John Wayne, who shares top roles 
| with Betty Field. 
|tion of the troupe, on location in 
|the San _ Bernardino 
would mean a two-day delay. 


the 200 


Regular registra- 


Mountains, 


Loach Headquartering 
On Coast With Mono 


T. P. Loach, general manager and 
treasurer of Monogram Pictures, 
goes to the Coast to make his per- 
manent headquarters about Oct. 10, 
following the bulk of the old staff 
which already has transferred to 








being. 


,ad-publicity department are being lo- 
cated in Hollywood in the Interna- 
|tional Studios, it was indicated this 
week that an eastern publicity-ad- 
vertising setup probably would be 
developed somewhat similarly to 
Universal's. This would leave Louis 
Lifton, ad-pub chief on the Coast, 
with an eastern operating head in 
N. Y., with possibly one assistant. 

Eddie Golden, general sales man- 
ager, will divide his time between 
here and the Coast, spending most 
of his time on the road. 


GOLDWYN STILL 
PRESSING HIS 
UA SUIT 








Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., and Samuel 
Goldwyn, through George Z. Meda- 
lie, his new attorney replacing the 
deceased Max D. Steuer, filed an 
;amended complaint against United 
| Artists Corp. in the N. Y. federal 
|court Monday (30). Action is almost 
‘completely identical with its prede- 
|cessor, with minor deviations in the 
'relief sought. 

The old suit had asked that the 
court grant Goldwyn an injunction 








5 UA Producers Share In $250,000 
Melon; How ‘Silverstone Plan’ Works 





> . 
‘Topper’ Waits On Young 
Hollywood. Only the foreign de- | cineca 
partment remains east for the time | 


Hollywood, Oct. i. 


| “Topper Returns’ is delaying pro- 


Although the general offices and | duction on the Hal Roach lot until 


Oct. 20 to await the arrival of Roland 
Young, who plays the title role. 
Currently Young is working in ‘No, 
No, Nanette’ at RKO and takes a va- 
cation before returning to ‘Topper.’ 


Marguerite Clark 
Symbolized Film 








How long the road over which 
films have passed since the days of 
the early silent feature pictures was 
brought vividly to the mind of show- 
men this week when they read with 
feelings of sincere—and in many 
cases deep personal—loss of the 
death in New York of Marguerite 
Clark. She was one of the brilliant 
group of screen stars—others being 
Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks, 
Pauline Frederick, William S. Hart 
and Charles Chaplin—who enticed to 
theatre the masses whose desire for 
entertainment resulted in the dis- 
placement of the old time store and 
small theatre by the building of the 
modern type of show house which is 
the strength of the industry today. 

She was a top ranking star in legit 
before Adolph Zukor, who estab- 
lished the Famous Players Co. in 
1913, persuaded her to appear in 
films. Her dramatic and musical 
successes included co-starring with 
DeWolf Hopper and extended en- 
gagements in New York and on tour 





to prevent UA from interfering with | for the Shuberts, Winthrop Ames 
‘the producer in his attempt to se- | @nd William A. Brady. For Ames 


leure other distribution, and asked 
‘the court to set damages for the al- 


she appeared as ‘Snow White’ 


(a 
performance which Walt Disney 





\leged wrongful interference with dis- 
|tribution of ‘The Westerner.’ New 


‘action seeks the same relief on the | nessed it as a youth in Kansas Cit ) 
= 1 y 


| first cause, but asks $215,000 damages 
lon the second, claiming that amount 
/has already been sffffered as a result 
lof the alleged interference. 

| New suit differs from the one han- 
'dled by Steuer in that, in some in- 
| stances, it becomes more specific in 
its charges. For example, it is point- 
ed out that London Film Productions 
and Alexander Korda are both inter- 
ested in Harefield Productions, Ltd., 
of London, which, since August, 1938, 
has produced “The Spy in Black’ and 

(Continued on page 22) 





PLAN THIRD FOR RKO 





Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
| Kay Kyser and David Butler are 
|mulling a third picture to be pro- 
|duced next spring for RKO under 
| the same auspices as their previous 
two, with Kyser as star and Butler 
as producer-director. 

They made ‘That’s Right, You’re 
Wrong’ and are currently producing 
|*You’ll Find Out.’ Negotiations, still 
lin the conversational stage, depend 


on the suitability of the story. 
| 





Lou Brock’s Argentine 





Alberto Vila, Argentina film star, 
| ‘discovered’ by Lou Brock, presently 
is on his way from Buenos Aires to 
appear in his first picture for RKO. 
He left there Sept. 28. 


Brock will use him in his forth-| 


coming filmusical production, which 
|Rodgers and Hart are tunesmithing. 





Oiher News Pertaining to Pictures 
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acknowledged was his inspiration 
for the cartoon fantasy which he 
made many years after he had wit- 


and the charming and unforgettable 
‘Prunella.’ For Brady she starred 
in ‘Baby Mine.’ 

To Miss Clark and her studio co- 
star, Miss Pickford, goes chief credit 
for bringing to thousands of ex- 
hibitors everywhere the uncounted 
‘family’ trade. Some of her biggest 
picture successes were mild domestic 
comedies in which she personified 
the young woman of the period who 
had a mind of her own and did not 
hesitate to express herself. Her 
unique and peculiar charm, how- 
ever, shone brightest in a type of 
fantasy and fairy tale picture. ‘Snow 
White,’ in which she appeared in 
films also, ‘Seven Swans’ and ‘The 
Goose Girl’ were not only artisfic 
achievements but also boxoffice 
smashes, 

At the height of her popularity in 

(Continued on page 22) 


Authorship Billing Worth 
$50,000, Suit Avers 











Import, Alberto Vila 


| bought her story, ‘Prophets of Em- | product, it was necessary for the 
| pire,’ in February, 1939, and put har | 


Eleanor Harris, authoress, who lost 
|her application for an injunction 
against 20th Century-Fox’s ‘Brigham 
Young’ in N. Y. federal court last 
week, refiled her action against the 
film company Saturday (28), this 
time seeking damages of $50,000. The 
plaintiff is the author of the original 
on which the film was based. 

Miss Harris claims 20th-Fox 





| to work on the screenplay. She was 
|joined by Louis Bromfield in May, 
and they worked together till July, 
1939. The credits are given Brom- 
ifield alone. It is also claimed that 
the one thing for which he is cred- 
ited, story research, she had nothing 
to do with. She estimates $50,000 as 
the value of the publicity Bromfield 
received from his screen credit, and 
seeks that amount plus an injunction 
against the film. 


‘Melody’ for Miss Powell 


Hollywood, Oct. 1, 
Eleanor Powell’s next starrer at 
Metro is ‘Broadway Melody,’ slated 
for early winter production, instead 
of ‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ as originally 
planned. 
Currently dancer is on a boat trip 
to New York, recuperating from a 
recent illness, and will not return 

to Hollywood for about six weeks, 











Industry’s Strides 














Five United Artists producers w; 
share in the $250,000 cash ttn, 
voted yestrday (Tuesday) by th 
board of directors. Payments wi 
be the second annual divvy made 


under the [Murray] ‘Silverstone 
plan’ of awarding those producers 
whose 


pictures hit various sched. 
ules of earnings in United 
England and world markets. 


Those who will share in the coin 
are David O. Selznick, Walter Wan- 
ger, Edward Small, Samuel Goldwyn 
and Alexander Korda. Last two fre 
each one-fifth owners of the United 
Artists Corp. Exact amount each 
producer got wasn't revealed. Re. 
bates on the 25% distribution fee 
paid by the producers to UA—which 
is technically what this divvy is— 
cover the calendar year 1939. 

Sum to be passed out to the pro- 
ducers became known last Thursday 
(26), when Price, Waterhouse Co, 
accountants, turned in their final fig- 
ures on the 1939 books. There was 
considerable delay in making the 
tally because English grosses form 
an important part of the plan and 
upset conditions and shorthanded. 
ness in UA’s London office made it 
difficult to get figures. Incidentally, 
part of each producer's divvy must 
remain frozen in England. 

Distribution costs can be cut to 
15% under the plan for producers 
on a picture that hits a domestic 
gross of $1,750,000 or better, or for 
a producer all of whose pix together 
do $6,000,000 minimum in the U. §. 
That’s the biggest rebate. There are 
three schedules under which they 
are distributed. First is on single 
pictures and is paid separately for 
U. S. and England; second is total 
gross of a producer's pictures during 
the year, also broken down for U. S. 
and England; third is an overriding 
additional refund on total world 
earnings for producer's entire output. 

Rebates run, under schedule No. 1, 
from 2% on grosses between $750,000- 
$1,000,000 to 10% on all over $1,750,- 
000 in the U. S. In England it is 
from 2% on _ $300,000-$400,000 to 
10% on all over $700,000. Under the 
second schedule it runs from 2% on 
grosses between $2,000,000-$3,000,000 
to 10% on all over $6,000,000. In 
England it is from 2% on grosses 
between $800,000-$1,200,000 to 10% 
on all over $2,400,000. Under the 
final schedule, taking in ali world 
grosses, rebates are 2% on $8,000,000- 
$9,000,000; 3% on $9,000,000-$10,- 
000,000, and 5% on all over $10,- 
000,000. Melon can never exceed 
50% of UA's profits for the year. 

First payment under the Silver- 
stone plan was made last year on 
1938 grosses. It is to run for three 
years, which means divvies on 1940 
grosses will be the last, unless fur- 
ther extended. 


GILLMAN’S ANTI-TRUST 
SUIT IN MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis, Oct. 1. 

By refusing to service the Minne- 
sota and Palace theatres, eight ma- 
jor distributors and the Minnesota 
Amus. Co. (Paramount circuit) 
forced those showhouses to close, it’s 
alleged in the $25,000 damage suit 
brought against the distributors and 
company by Irving Gillman in con- 
sequence of his inability to obtain 
the major films for his sure-seater 


States, 








| loop theatre, the Esquire. 


The Gillman complaint claims that, 


|as a result of this ‘stranglehold’ on 


Palace and World theatre owners to 
turn over their houses to the Para- 
mount chain and the Minnesota thea- 
tre has been forced into bankruptcy. 
The $25,000 sought is the amount 
which the plaintiff claims that his 
lease on the Esquire has been and 
will be damaged by reason of being 
deprived of major screen product. If 
victorious, Gillman would be in & 
position to collect triple damages. 

A monopoly in production and dis- 
tribution, with Minnesota Amus. 
company involved, is alleged in the 
complaint filed by L. B. Schwarts, 
counsel for Gillman. 


Mono’s ‘East Siders’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

Sam Katzman closed a deal to 
produce four ‘East Sidé Kids’ fea- 
tures for Monogram during the 1940- 
41 season. Last year’s pact called for 
three, 

Producer signed Leo Gorcey 10 
star in the group. 
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CONSENT DECREE ALL SET 





TRADE PRESS’ VALUE 


While interest in the film trade has been focussed on the 
protests of exhibitor groups against the sales provisions of the 
consent decree, which the five major theatre-owning film com- 

anies are signing as a fadeout of the Government’s anti-trust 
suit, higher executive circles are devoting thought and study 
to the effect of the new order of things on Hollywood produc- 
tion. It is the consensus that the status of producing, acting 
and directing talent will be materially shifted to increased im- 
portance when the full force of the terms of the decree become 
operative with the distribution and exhibition season of 1941-42. 





Present methods. of business routine between film exchanges 
and theatre operators will be completely uprooted. Blockbook- 
ing and blindselling, as currently practiced, are abolished by the 
terms of the decree and, iri their place, the Government restricts 
sales of films to groups of five pictures only, all of which must 
be completed and trade-shown before they are offered to ex- 
hibitors. Major companies that have offered to exhibitors in 
one group a year’s program of 40 to 60 feature pictures must 
recast their selling plans and repeat negotiations from eight to 
10 times yearly, 





a 

Every film offered to exhibitors under the new scheme of 
things will carry a price tag after, instead of before, completion. 
Exhibitors, therefore, will scrutinize carefully the showmanship 
qualities and exploitation elements in individual pictures. Prod- 
uct that does not measure up in personalities and workmanship 
no longer will ride through the exhibition machinery under the 
blockbooking system by which the strong carry the weak. 
There will be a high premium on good production effort, and a 
pruning of carelessly made pictures. 





When the full meaning of the consent decree is understood 
in Hollywood, there will be rejoicing in some quarters and con- 
cern in others. Individual players, directors and writers who} 
have protested that their efforts under blockbooking are smoth-| 
ered by mass production and neglected in the exploitation of | 





JUDGE GODDARD 
BETS IT OCT. 7 


Anticipate No Delays Despite 
Factional Dissatisfaction 
on One or Another Prem- 
ise—Allied Is Passive, As 
Are the Majors Now 








UA, COL., U MAY DITTO 


—_— -— 


Washington, Oct. 1, 


Ratification of the consent decree— 
only as far as five of the eight major 
defendants is concerned—is expected 
in mid-October, when Federal Judge 
Henry W. Goddard resumes consid- 
eration of the big film anti-trust case. 
Motion will be supplemented, in all 
probability, by a request for leave to 
amend the bill of complaint as far as 
it affects the three recalcitrants. 


Final decision about procedure will 
be reached late this week at a huddle 
between Justice Department attor- 
neys and legal spokesmen for most 
of the majors. Unless something 
extraordinary develops, however, the 
parley wiil be only a rehearsal of 
the statements to be made when the 
respite ends next week. 


Authoritative word is that the Jus- 
tice Department, anxious to prune 
its court load as much as possible, 
has decided to move pigeon-holing 
of the charges against Paramount, 
20th Century-Fox, RKO, Loew’s 
(Metro) and Warner Bros., deferring 





List Squawks Against Columbia, 
UA, Republic and U for Alleged 





‘Eadie’ on the Screen 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

‘Eadie Was a Lady’ was added to 
Lou Edelman’s associate producer 
chores at 20th-Fox, making four un- 
der his supervision. 

Three others are ‘Yankee Doodle 
Goes to Plattsburg,’ ‘School for Sol- 
diers’ and a naval training story, still 
untitled, 


Selznick Again 
Denies Joining 











David O. Selznick Monday (30) re- 
iterated his oftmade denials of plans 
to abandon independent production 
in favor of a post as a studio topper. 
| Latest specific reports take in both 
| RKO and 20th-Fox as outlets for his 
|films. Metro has frequently been 

mentioned in the past. 
Admitting that he has had over- 
| tures from ‘various quarters,’ Selznic 





A Major Studio 





39-40 Undeliveries, Carryovers, Ete. 


As result of the recent policy 
placed into motion by Allied States 
Assn, and its various units—ex- 
changing information on distributor 
dealings—a resume of squawks con- 
cerning pictures that are not being 
delivered, commitments not met, 
carryovers from the 1939-40 season, 
etc., has been compiled. The job of 
doing so has fallen to the Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners of Ohio, one of 
the more powerful state bodies in 
Allied. 


Not all companies are concerned 
in the complaints gathered to date 
and now being disseminated among 
Allied members. Those against 
whom the squawks are leveled in- 
clude United Artists, Columbia, Re- 
public and Universal. 


‘Foreign Correspondent’ is back of 
the blast against UA. It is claimed 
that several months ago UA, in an- 
nouncing its program of releases for 
the balance of the year, absolutely 
identified ‘Personal History’ as a 
1939-40 Walter Wanger release. 
‘Personal History,’ it is declared, 
was listed as a tentative title, includ- 
ing in advertising at approximately 
the same time, but the director and 
the complete cast were named. They 
are exactly the same as in ‘Foreign 
Correspondent,’ it is noted. 


| In addition, the ITO of Ohio sets 
| forth, the script was identified as 





k being based on an idea by Vincent 


Sheean. ‘There is 


é 


i 
: 
: 
: 





ete : . 


; ' — : : absolutely no 
f+ : -— oe : ; luntil the new five-picture-package | declared: ‘I have no intention whatso- - 
stanc yr ‘tures > expe Tr | , ; 
the ae ling few big’ pi tures, at the expense of low or | cictetieainn selene ta. teed there lever of leaving the field of inde-| 
budget films, will have an opportunity tor the first time to more oughly before any showdown on the | pendent production. I wouldn’t con- 
accurately gauge their worth. matter of divorcement. Joint motion | sider working either as a producer 
—- is likely, with the trust-busters ex- | or an executive in any other capacity 
. : . . ° +48 . |plaining they do not want to destroy | for any studio, no matter what the 
> aS “2 > y > ] - ‘ ~, ¢ p : d a ’ 
Various estimates are being compiled of additional capital |the industry because the Government | terms offered.’ 


required by the major companies to increase their inventory of | feels the new rental plan may ob-| Selznick, who has been in New| 
- ee | 


doubt that ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
is the picture described.’ it is added 
‘and exhibitors should definitely de- 
mand the delivery of ‘Foreign Cor- 
respondent’ as a 1939-40 Wanger pro- 
duction.’ 

Col.’s ‘Arizona’ 


The beef against Col concerns 








mes SEPT 


| 





completed films to meet the conditions of the new selling plan. | viate the need for further proceed- ; York and Connecticut since last) 
Complaints about talent trad- | spring, is planning to return to the 
{ing and producer-exhibitor relations | Coast within a few wecks. 
vAll be laid aside pending trial of | Monday he still has no definite pro- 


Management will select story material and personnel with a 
keener judgment of sales values. 





It is the contention of several leading industry executives 


ings. 


the five-picture idea. 
Whether everything will go through 


that the new selling plan will retard experimentation in picture- |S contemplated at this time depends 


making, that studios will be less inclined under the new order to 
speculate large sums in opening new and uncharted fields of 
screen material. 
commercial product along conventional lines. Films as a form 
of art expression will not progress when the sole urge of pro- 
duction is boxoffice. 





Such a viewpoint in effect is a challenge to the creative fac- 
tors. New ideas which are the very life of the industry must 
contorm to a more rigid commercial test. 





All of which leads to the conclusion that the industry is en- | 
tering a period of more intense development, to a closer and | 
more intimate relationship between the makers of films and the | 
men who show them in theatres. | 


_ To that end the trade press will play a most important pa® 
in the new scheme. 


|largely upon the attitude of Judge 


Goddard and the strategy of the vari- | 


| US. AROUND DEC, 15 se he'mater "een 


“mphasis, they say, will be exclusively | Generally it is believed there will be | 
I I , they ; Il be exclusively on | 
no serious obstacles, although some 


ous disgruntled exhibitor groups. 


yowling is considered inevitable. 
Expect No Hitches 
No serious opposition is seen, even 
from the theatre owners As it 
stands, none of the independent ex- 
(Continued on page 24) 





'MESSMORE KENDALL'S 


DEBUT IN POLITICS 


pleased over the 





Broadway is 


nomination of Messmore Kendall by } 
| the Republicans for Congressman at 


| Large in New York state because of 


For several years hundreds of pictures which have contained 
the hopes and aspirations of producing talent have been tossed 
into the distribution hopper with scarcely a word of recommen- 
dation to exhibitors from their sponsors. Even the higher cost 
Pictures bloom for a week or two on the exploitation vine and 
then are forgotten and their commercial merits permitted to 
wither and fade through sales and advertising neglect. Under | 
blockbooking, good, bad and indifferent product has been pre- | 
sold on paper promises or salesmen’s enthusiasm. 


It is going to be tougher than Hollywood anticipates to con- 
form to the new plan. It is going to be impossible unless the | 
exhibitors of the country are made acquainted with the values 
of the new product. A few national magazipe advertisements 
and a couple of radio tieups will prove wholly inadequate. 


aly showmanship inspired by enlightened trade press ex- 
Ploitation will solve the new problems. 














| office execs, are at the studio for two 
|weeks’ confabbing on production 


On Prod. and ‘Arizona’ setup. Eight pictures are scheduled 


Col. Execs’ Powwow 


his close association with 
atre. He is owner of the Capitol 
theatre (N. Y.) property but is bet- 
ter known as an attorney and backer 
of numerous theatrical enterprises. 

It is Kendall’s first entry into poli- 
ics. 


Ev Riskin Back to Col. 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 





Everett Riskin returns to Colum- | 


bia Monday (7) under a producer 
contract termed for two years with- 
out options. 

He has been on a leave of absence 
for six months, 





, . 5 J . 
Murphy’s Pair o’ Pics 
Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
Ralph Murphy has two jobs on his 
hands at the same time at Para- 


the the-| 


| ° 
| duction plans. 





PASCAL COMING T 


| 








Gabriel Pascal, who is filming 
George Bernard Shaw’s ‘Major Bar- 
| bara’ for United Artists at the Den- 
ham Studios in England, will leave 
via Clipper for the U. S. on Dec. 15, 
he declared in a cable Monday 
(30). 
}retakes on Oct, 15. 
Under quota restrictions he will be 
| required to abandon his pian of do- 
(ing all the sound dubbing in the 
U. S., which would have brought 
him to this country immediately fol- 
lowing the shooting finale. He will 
'dub the prints for U. S. distribution 
on this side, however. 

Shaw has recently completed a 


new prolog for his 20-year-old play. 


Schenck’s New Lawyer, 
H. H. Corbin Vice Steuer 


Harold H. Corbin, attorney of 15 
Broad street, N. Y., was appointed 
attorney for Joseph M. Schenck on 
Monday (30) in the N. Y. federal 
court, by the film executve, replac- 
ing Max D. Steuer, deceased. 

Schenck’s income tax case is 
|} scheduled to get under way tomor- 
|row (Thurs.), but will probably be 
| postponed to allow his new counsel 
time to prepare the defense, as 
Schenck asserts he is not guilty. 


Haight, M-G Producer 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
George Haight inked a producer 














He said 


He expects to finish shooting 


mount, directing ‘You're the One,’ |; contract at Metro and is looking 


‘Arizona,’ which it is claimed is 
withheld as a 1939-40 release. Co- 
lumbia completed the filming of the 
| picture the latter part of July, it is 
| stated, and thus had better than two 
| months to put it in release on the 
| ‘39-40 sked. The Allied Information 
Department has written Abe Mon- 


Republic is charged with assuming 
a very strange position in withhold- 
ing of Gene Autry and Roy Rogers 
releases from the ’'39-40 contract 
Clause 14 of the Rep sales contract 
provides that pictures not generally 
released on or before June 30, 1940, 
can be excluded from the contract. 
However, certain Autrys and Rogers 
westerns were released during July 
and August, others being withheld. 

Position of Allied’s Info Dept. is 

(Continued on page 20) 


CHAS. FORD’S ‘JUDGE 
PRIEST’ INDIE PIX 


Hollywood, Oct. 1 

Charles Ford, former Universal 
newsreel editor, is planning to star 
Bob Burns in a series of indie-made 
comedies based on Irvin Cobb’s 
‘Judge Priest’ stories. Cobb would 
help script and act in films. 

‘Priest’ yarns were originally 
bought by 20th-Fox for Will Rogers 
but only one was made and re- 
mainder turned back to author. 
Ford looking for major release. 





| Pettijohn Recuperating 


| Charles C. Pettijohn, general 
| counsel for the Hays office, who was 
| operated en for removal of the gall 
| bladder last Saturday (28), is re- 
|;ported slowly recuperating this 
week. He came through the opera- 
tion with no complications, but will 
be absent from his office for three 
weeks or more. 

Pettijohn, who had suffered from 








ra | for start within six weeks. the Gene Markey production, and | over stories for his first start. bladder trouble for .several years, 
Fa Hollywood, Oct. 1, | Premiere plans for ‘Arizona’ in preparing ‘Las Vegas Nights.’ | Recently an associate producer at entered St. Agnes hospital, White 


Jack Cohn, Abe Montague, Abe | both Phoenix and Tucson in mid- 
hneider and other Columbia home | November are also being discussed. 


‘Nights,’ a musical, is due to start | RKO, Haight was once a member of 


Nov. 25. ithe Samuel Goldwyn organization. 


Plains, last Wednesday when doctors 
advised an operation. 








6 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 2, 1949 





Despite Northwest's Optimistic 


Farm Outlook, 


Stil Beefing; 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
20th-Fox picked up Gene Tierney's 
option. 
Lee Patrick drew an acting ticket 
at Warners. 
Ernest Palmer renewed by 20th- 











Local Exhibs 
Other ‘40-41 Deals 








Minneapolis, Oct. 1. 


Figures showing that the North- 
west continues to lead in the entire 
nation in farm cash, with a gain of 
21%. over last year to Aug. 1, are 
cheering the film trade here and 
leading to predictions of the best 
theatre grosses in years. 

The figures, issued by the federal 
agricultural economics’ bureau, re- 
veal that Northwest farmers already 
have realized $589,836,000 this year to 
Aug. 1 in Minnesota, the Dakotas, 
Montana and Wisconsin. The farm 
income in this territory rolls in at 
the daily rate of $2,734,100. Crop 
income alone of $123,436,000 is 58% 
higher than in 1939. Minnesota 
stands out as leader of the North- 
west states on all income items. Its 
total farm cash this year is $228,135,- | 
000, compared with $187,438,000 a 
year earlier. Of this the crop cash is 
$50,441,000. 

It also is pointed out by the film 
exchanges that this territory also will 
benefit from the Government’s de- 
fense spending, the results of which 
are bound to reach here to some ex- 
tent indirectly as well as directly. 
However, Northwest Allied, inde- 
pendent exhibitors’ organization, in 
contending that this territory’s thea- 
tre owners cannot afford to pay film | 
prices comparable to those of other 
sections, flashes statistics published in 
a national periodical showing that up 
to date the Northwest has not: re- 
ceived many war orders from the 
Allies and that only an infinitesimal 
amount of Government defense or- 
ders has been placed here. 





F.P.-Canadian’s RKO Deal 
Famous Players Canadian has| 
taken the RKO 1940-41 product for 
159 theatres across Canada. Deal 
signatured in Toronto, with J. J.| 
Fitzgibbon and Ben Geldsaler acting | 
for FPC, Andy Smith of the RKO| 
h.o. and L. M. Devaney, Canadian 
division sales mgr. representing the 
distributor. 

W. C. Gehring, 20th-Fox central 
division manager, left N. Y. for 
Toronto Friday (27) to negotiate 
product and theatre deals. Plans to 
be in Canada nearly a week. 

Deal for the Republic 1940-41 
product covering the Fox-West Coast 


10% for Chaplin But 


|embarrass me. 


Fox as cameraman. . 


Metro signed Harold Galman 4s 
vocal coach. 


Levey’s Personal 


Handling Upped 
His Pic $200,000 


Personal attention in the selling 
and handling of a picture, bringing 
|it more money than it would have 
gotten otherwise, is exemplified by 
‘Boys From Syracuse,’ whose pro- 
ducer, Jules Levey, has devoted al- 
most his entire time to its exhibition 
career since he got it into the cans. 
The difference, in the opinion of 
Levey, is that the picture will wind 
up with at least $200,000 more in 
rental return than it probably 
would have received if handled in 
the routine manner. 


All his life in distribution and the- 
atre operation, ‘Syracuse’ being his 
maiden production effort, Levey 
takes the slant that a picture is able. 
to get nearer the maximum poten- 
tialities of its market if it is properly 
piloted, sold and dated as well as 
| exploited. Because of mass selling 
and distribution, he raises the point 
that the average picture is too much 
‘the victim of wholesale handling. 
| As of last week ‘Syracuse’ had 
lover 1,600 bookings and already has 
| passed the sales quota set up for it 
|by Universal, which distributed. It 
jhas actually played off this number 
| of dates, embracing all the top spots 


RKO’s Military Checkup 





Checking to ascertain how its 
personnel will be affected by the 
peacetime mobilization of mili- 
tary forces, RKO has sent out 
questionnaires tc all employes. 
Company wants to know if any 
of its employes intend volun- 
teering, how many dependents 
they have, whether they will be 
hit by conscription and other de- 
tails concerned with possible 
shift in personnel. 

As with other film companies, 
assurances have been given that 
men called out by conscription 
will be given employment on 
their return from military serv- 
ice. 








Gold (UA) Won’t Confirm | 
A 10% Profit Guarantee 


Whether United Artists will guar- 
antee exhibs 10% on engagements 
of Charles Chaplin’s “The Great 
Dictator,’ as Metro did with ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ in deference to the 
70% rental, was a point which Harry 
Gold, UA v.p. and eastern sales- 
manager, refused to discuss yester- 
day (Tuesday). Question was re- 
ferred to him by Murray Silver- 
stone, UA chief. 

‘Don’t ask me,’ Gold replied to 
queries on reports that the 10% 
would be guaranteed. ‘You only 








Seventy percent rental was de- 
cided upon by UA execs in confabs 
on the Coast with Chaplin recently. 
‘Gone’ is the only other picture in 
recent history of the industry on 


which such a rental has been asked. sold. 
Metro’s plan on the 10% profit First Such Experiment 
agreement was to arrive at a figure Levey has_ personally handled 


with each exhib on his overhead, 
before pact was signed. Metro then 
agreed to make necessary adjust- 
ments in rental if there wasn’t 10% 
profit over the nut. A number of ad- 


most all the deals on the film, going 
directly to the theatre operators and 
supervising booking. It is believed 
to be the first time that a producer 
has made his own deals and desig- 
justments of this kind were made. | mations, as well as tied himself in 

Pic will open in a number of other closely on the exploitation and cam- 
cities on the same policy as it will | paigns with a view to obtaining the 








theatres has been closed in New 
York. Larry Kent, of F-WC and/| 
Francis A. Bateman, Rep’s Los An-| 
geles branch manager, came east to | 
conclude the negotiations on the buy 
with J. R. Grainger. They returned | 
west during the past week after | 
signing the papers. Negotiations 
covered 10 days. 

Republic pacted a product deal 
with Frank H. Durkee Circuit ope- 
rating 18 theatres in Baltimore, 
Havre de Grace and Annapolis. 

Neteo Not Yet 

Believed to be the only circuit, 
large or small, in the country that 
hasn’t closed a single 1940-41 prod- 
uct deal, though October has arrived, 
is Paramount’s Netco Theatres Corp., 
which operates around 15 houses in 
upstate New York, Netco has a 
carryover deal with 20th-Fox, which 
negotiated a two-year contract with 
the circuit last season but otherwise 
it has been stringing along mostly 
on 1939-40 product on much of which 
it has been holding up dates in order 
not to get caught short. 


Negotiations with the various dis- | 


tribs, including most of them, are on 
and likely settlement will be hur- 
riedly reached because new season’s 
product has been rolling from one to 
two months now on general release. 

The Netco chain, formerly opera- 
ted by George Walsh, who retains an 
interest in the Yonkers Par-RKO 
pool, is now under direct home office 
supervision, with Harold Greenberg 
now at N. Y. headquarters in charge 
of buying. 


Montgomery-McCollum 
Take Over 4 in Texas 


Wichita Falls, Texas, Oct. 1. 
The Texan, Ritz and Roxy here 








|play the Astor and Capitol, N. Y., 


| seat basis at $2.20 top and the other 


best possible results. Early éam- 
where it preems Oct. 15. One house | paigns on the picture have been fol- 
will run it on two-a-day reserved | lowed through assiduously as new 
|dates came up, with Levey and his 
laides personally servicing the ex- 
| hibitors on it as a means of handing 
|out cooperation they don’t always 
| get. 


WEIDMAN’S BOOK MAY | Levey has the edge on producing | 
| BE SOLD TO 20TH-FOX 2s": : 


brethren when it comes to the mar- 
keting angle on pictures since he has | 
|an extensive background in distri- 
| Twentieth-Fox is negotiating for | bution, being acquainted with most 
| screen rights to ‘Letter of Credit,’| of the country’s exhibitors, the vari- 
| humorous travel book by Jerome | ous territories, their peculiarities, 
| Weidman, which was published | rental possibilities, etc. He also was 
Thursday (26) by Simon & Schuster.| in theatre operation at one time. 
Weidman previously authored ‘I Can| Sticking with ‘Syracuse’ until it| 
Get It for You Wholesale’ and ‘What’s | has gone further into circulation, 
in It for Me” Fox is understood to | Levey is remaining at the U home 
have offered $20,000, with S & S rep- | office another 60 days or so. He has 
resenting author in the deal, de- \two Damon Runyon yarns and also 
manding $25,000. Book relates Weid- | plans a picture with Abbott and Cos- 
man’s experiences in a six-month | tello, whose first picture, ‘Caribbean 
trip around the world prior to the | Nights’ will shortly be released by 
beginning of the war. | U. The film Levey will do with the 
Another Dixie Yarn | Abbott-Costello team will not be a 
Metro and 20th-Fox are both un- | Musical, though it may have some 
|derstood to be interested in screen | Music in it as background. ‘Hellza- 


at 75¢ and $1.10 grind. 























rights to ‘Foundation Stone,’ new , Poppin’ is slated to roll next June. 
best-selling novel, which in many | 
|respects closely resembles ‘Gone| | 
|With the Wind’ Book, by Lella| 16 QF B’WAY CAPITOL’S | 
Warren, was published two weeks | 


ago and hit best-seller lists over the | 
past weekend. 


STAFF OF 50 ENLIST) 
Story is laid in Georgia and covers —— 

| the Civil War period. It tells the} Tipoff on how theatres in New 
| story of the war through one woman | york and around the country likely 
,and her daughter, who, through the | wil] be affected by the nation’s con- 
course of the novel, grows up. Au-| scription program is evidenced by 16 
thor, who was well known as a short | of the Capito! theatre’s (N. Y.) oper- 
story writer, gave up other scriven-| ating staff of 50 having enlisted in 
ing 10 years ago—before Margaret’ the army, navy or marines. During 
Mitchell started ‘Wind’—to begin| the World War it's estimated that 
‘work on ‘Stone.’ It so closely re-| the Capitol sent approximately 180 
| sembles the Mitchell book she is said| employes into the military service 


| to have quit when it was published| (theatre used a larger stage crew 
and was only recently urged to fin- 


ish her lengthy volume. 





and the Roxy, in Electra, Texas, pur-; No price has been quoted for 
chased by Bob Montgomery and/|screen right by agent Hal Matson. 
Jack McCollum, formerly of Ponca | He’s uderstood hedging, waiting for 
City, Okla., from V. E. Hamm, film companies to make first price 
Duo have operated theatres | suggestion, in the thought he may 
throughout the state of Oklahoma have another ‘GWTW,’ which was 
for the past 20 years and will make | sold at what is now considered the 
new headquariers in Texas. surprisingly low figure of $52,000. 


then, and also this covers replace- 
ments who left to serve the colors). 


Fred Welch, son of Freddie Welch, 
the fighter, has passed his examina- 
tions as radio engineer in the navy, 
with a mark of 99.7, reputed to be 
the highest in years. While ushering 
and supporting his mother, Welch 





had been studying radio engineer- 
ing at home. 





Of People and Places — 


By THE SKIRT 


The Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
GLENDA FARRELL 
‘Separate Rooms’ 
Plymouth Theatre 











Undeing Hellywood Casting 

In ‘Separate Rooms’ at the Plymouth theatre, Bobby Crawford has a 
comedy, the like of which hasn't been seen in New York in many a moon 
It’s what used to be called ‘naughty’. Alan Dinehart, for many years one 
of our better comedians, unfortunately went out to Hollywood where 
naturally he was typed as a heavy. But today he’s where he belon in 
comedy. And another Hollywood faux pas was the handling of G nda 
Farrell as a hard-boiled newspaper dame or something not in her line 
Miss Farrell should be in light comedies like the kind Myrna Loy, Roz 
Russell or Irene Dunne have had. 

The three acts of ‘Separate Rooms’ take place in a penthouse living room 
The room is of paneling with a bar in one corner, while a desk and entrance 
to a bedroom are on a raised dais. The rest of the room is modern with 
comfortable divan, chairs and just the right nicknacks. Miss Farrell's first 
gown is a lovely bluish green sequin affair made in long straight lines 
with a slightly bloused bodice. The head is swathed in blue chiffon, Jn 
the second act a street costume consists of a long green two-piece guit 
trimmed cleverly with summer ermine. The hat is a small flowered 
affair. The act, in two parts, sees her change to white slacks and cora] 
jacket. In the last act wide pajama pants are of purple crepe with wide 
belt of red and white blouse. With the sports clothes wedgies are worn, 
Mozelle Britton is now a lovely redhead. Here is more picture materia}, 
Miss Britton appears first in a red fox jacket worn over a cleverly mod. 
elled black crepe gown. Long black gloves are embroidered and wide 
bracelets complete the outfit. 

A biege two-piece suit has London tan accessories. A matching hat has 
the new upturned brim. The jodphurs are grey with tan skirt and a 
riding coat is brown. The last dress is a one-piece knitted affair worn 
with a turban matching. Medora Keene, in for a few minutes, wears 4 
black and dusty pink redingote, with purple hat, shoes and gloves. 





Mickey the Great at State 

At the Capitol is Mickey Rooney's latest film and at Loew’s State is that 
young man making a personal appearance. Al Rosen, the manager at the 
State, has his hands full this week. Crowds on the inside, crowds on the 
outside and police at the stage door. That kid can mess up Broadway, an 
amazing adolescent: he monologs, sings, plays the piano, imitates and 
bangs the drums. There is nothing that little Rooney can't do, or, anyhow, 
won't try. He walks off the stage into the audience and pronto is sur- 
rounded by kids crying for autographs. 

Ruby Zwerling and his pitmen are on the stage this week with a back- 
ground of white draperies. Jack Beekman is master of the stage imtro- 
ducing the acts. It is vaudeville and good, but the mob is waiting for 
Tricky Mickey and the time seems long. 

Virginia Martin dancing with one Robinson wears a fuschia accordian- 
pleated skirt. The top is of blue ruffles cut square at the neck. The waist- 
line was not there, just bare flesh. Diamonds dotted this top and slippers 
were a near matching fuschia. Off came the long skirt and underneath 
the same colors were in a short skirt. The girl of the Four Lazanders did 
the same change about. The long dress was of white satin with a decoras 
tion of green and red sequins. The short costume was carried out in the 
same colors. 

Judy Starr has grown blonder with the years. Her frock was of @e 
apron style. The blouse was pink and the apron an Alice blue. The white 
wedgies were a bad choice. 

‘I Love You Again’ with Myrna Loy and William Powell is the pictwe, 
Miss Loy wears some darling clothes. A strapless evening gown of black 
was worn with a short jacket and a cut out design in white around thé 
collar and down the front. A handbag matched. One street dress was 
interesting in design made on redingote lines with black coat over white. 
The cuffs were of lace with a lace hat to match. Miss Loy always sete the 
fashion in housecoats. One quilted one is worth copying and a negli 
of white crepe had a yoke of some metallic material extending across ii 
back and shoulders, 


Judy Looks Down at Mickey at Cap 

At the Capitol, ‘Strike Up the Band’ with Mickey Rooney and Judy 
Garland, suggests that if M.G.M. intends teaming these two youngste 
again they had better make hay while the sun shines, because Judy 
shooting up into a real young lady, and a darn beautiful one, too, and 
already is at least two inches taller than Mickey. It ain't romantie when 
the guy is smaller. The picture directed by Busby Berkeley drew ape 
plause that broke out in many spots. Good to see Paul Whiteman on the 
screen, even if it took an hour and a half to bring him on. The Conga 
number sent the audience into raptures. But to an oldtimer like the Skirt 
the show the kids put on depicting the 90’s was the highlight. 

Judy Garland is maturing professionally as in womanly beauty. With 
her hair combed high and Florodora costume she was ravishing. Thé 
girls in this number are supposed to be of the early nineties but strange 
as it is it is just what the women today are striving to look like. The 
pompadour hairdo is what the well dressed females are wearing. 

Judy’s school dresses are of the simple shirtwaist variety and her party 
frocks are the full skirts with bodices of velvet with tiny puffed sleeves. 
June Preisser once before vamped Mickey Rooney, if memory serves, and 
she is at it again Miss Preisser’s clothes were sophisticated, she being of 
the wealthy family of the picture. Her party frock is a fluffy white 
affair with plenty of fluff. Mickey has a sceng with his mother, Ann 


Shoemaker, as touching as his scenes with his father in the Hardy series 
and Lewis Stone, playing as his father. 





Broadway’s Al Goodman 

Speaking of the A] Jolson smash, ‘Hold Onto Your Hats’—and everybody 
is speaking of it—it was good to see that wizard of the pit, Al Goodman, 
also back on Broadway. What the orchestra leader means to a musical 
comedy is known and appreciated by troupers everywhere. Goodman 
paces his men with the old-time zing. Moreover, in Jolson’s first appear- 


| ance when he gets chummy with the audience he depends largely on 


repartee between himself and Goodman. 
A Letter From Alice Lioyd’s Daughter 

The following is a letter received from Alice Lloyd’s daughter in Ben- 
steed, England, which is in Surrey, about 20 miles from London. 

‘T am pleased to say everyone here is keeping fit and able to exercise 
their sense of humor. 

‘I am still doing ambulance work: did quite a bit of work when the 
Dunkirk affair was on. When air raids are on we have to stand at our 
posts. Sometimes we are on duty from 3 p.m. until 4 in the morning. 
But we manage to pass the time singing and drinking tea. We have 
quite a decent air raid shelter in our garden and it’s too funny to watch 
our two dogs directly the warning goes, they go to the dugout and trot 
down below and make themselves comfortable and directly the all clear 
sounds up they get and make for the house. 


‘I suppose you heard Freddy Fox lost his only son about 10 months 


| after war was declared. He was first lieutenant in the air force and only 


21. We simply can’t fail when grand boys like him are giving their lives for 
us. We have had one or two Canadians to tea and supper; feel so sorry for 
oon - Gay nae ine plese to go when they are off duty. Mother's 
ses in a fortnight. Shan’t be Itho 
I know she will hate not working. aoe enon see 
Excuse pencil but I have just washed my hair and I’m sitting in the 
garden drying out. At the present moment you would never dream there 
was a war going on, the day is so beautiful and quiet.’ Alice Mac. 
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MUSIC ‘WAR’ UPSETS PIX 


‘SWG Wins 6-Month ‘Temporary 


Can't Get Stagehands From Union, 
Kaimann (Who Testified Against 
Nick and Weston) Beefs to U. S. 


FILMUSICALS 
BALLY W 


Pictures, with Songs, Which 











St. Louis, Oct. 1, 

Clarence Kaimann, owner of a 
chain of North St. Louis nabes and 
affiliated with Fred H. Wehrenberg 
in the Greater Independent Circuit, 
a combo of 25 houses, has complained 
to the U.S. anti-trust division be- 
cause of his inability to obtain stage- 
hands through the AFL Stagehands 
Union, Local No. 6. Kaimann, one 
of the Government’s chief witnesses 
against John P. Nick and Clyde A. 
Weston several weeks ago, said he 
asked the union for stagehands early 
last week and C. Orville Newlin, sec- 
retary of the Local, told him he 
would be notified later as to getting 
the men. 

Failing to hear from the union, 
Kaimann asserts he addressed the 
request to Newlin again on Thurs- 
day (28) in a registered letter and 
failing to receive a reply posted no- 
tices in his theatres Friday (27) 
calling off the shows. He said he 
made other attempts to communicate 
with Newlin by phone before can- 
celling the shows. 

Newlin said he had turned Kai- 
mann'’s application over to the un- 
ion’s negotiating committee, which, 
he said, tried to arrange a meeting 
with Kaimann to discuss the request 
but had been unable to find him. 
Kaimann had agreed in the settle- 
ment of a recent Circuit court case 
against the union, Newlin said, to 
negotiate the employment of union 
members, and since then he has re- 


“fused to meet with the committee. A 


controversy still exists between the 
union and Kaimann over the organ- 
ization’s demand that he hire main- 
tenance men in his theatres, Newlin 
stated. He denied that the union has 
refused to furnish stagehands for 
the skedded shows. Kaimann also 
denied that the settlement:had en- 
tailed an agreement to hire main- 
tenance men. He said that in with- 
drawing the suit, a petition for an 
anti-picketing injunction § affecting 
five theatres be agreed only to enter 
negotiations and to get other owners 
to enter them. Meetings with union 
representatives, including Newlin, 
were broken off last October, Kai- 
mann said, when negotiators refused 
to list the owners they represented 
and union representatives refused to 
present their full demands. 

The show that was called off has 
been presented in other nabes dur- 
ing the last 10 days with stagehands 
furnished by the union, Kaimann 
Said, although he scheduled them for 
his Florissant, Baden and Salisbury. 


McCREA, STANWYCK IN 
PAR’S GOLD RUSH EPIC 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
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Depend Strongly on Radio 
for Exploitation Now Have 
Another Headache 


Grey Produces Autrys 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

Harry Grey succeeds William 
Berke, recently resigned, as producer 
of the Gene Autry westerns at Re- 
public. Next picture is ‘Valley of 
the Moon,’ written by Betty Bur- 
bridge and Bradford Ropes, due to 
start Nov. 18 when Autry returns 
from his eastern tour. 

Grey formerly handled the Three 
Mesquiteers series at Republic. 


FILM READERS 
GUILD DEBUTS 
IN N.Y. 





NO ACTION YET 


Faction of the amusement business 
which has begun to view the threat- 
ened break between the broadcasting 


of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers with no little concern is the 
film producers. While no meetings 
have been held among them on the 
; subject, suggestions have been 
; thrown out here and there that it 
would be prudent for the producers 
to get together and try to devise 
rother ways of exploiting their scores 








shut off to them. 

All the major film companies each 
have several musicals included in 
their schedules for the 1940-41 sea- 
son. 
ploitation operations that radio has 
come to play an important part in 
the general pattern. 





New York unit of the Screen One solution already suggested is 
Readers Guild debuted recently} that the producers buy a series of 





with a meeting attended by about} hookups for each musical, and that 


25 staff and ‘outside’ readers for in the event the networks decline to 
story departments of major stu-| permit them to air tunes that, by 
‘dios. Forty-two of the approximate- previous contract belong to ASCAP 


| 


ly 50 readers in New York eligible | writers and publishers, the pro- 
to join the group have signed up, | ducers retaliate by imposing an ab- 
‘t was said. | solute ban against the appearance of 
With the usual organizational | their contract players on either sus- 
technicalities out of the way, the|taining or commercial programs. 
body went into an 
cussion of reforms it will seek, Aim | complications which radio would 
is to ask, within a month or so, for | face should it go through with its 
meeting with the film companies to | threat to keep ASCAP music off the 
discuss a contract. It will be a/| air after Jan. 1. 
blanket agreement covering both in-| Only three of 
side and outside story ganderers. 
Principal aim will be to raise pay, | namely, Metro, Warner Bros. and 
particularly for the outside read- | Paramount. So far, Metro’s publish- 
ers, who work on a piece-rate sys- 
tem. They average $18-$20 a week, 


the major 


| agreements with ASCAP, 


to $25-$30. There will also be an | the threesome. 


| attempt to obtain a closed-shop. | 
ing field is another aim. This con-|NYU Follows USC. 
With Resular Course 
In Screen Writing 





sists mainly of eliminating a fringe 
|} of readers who don’t work perma- 
nently. Included in the latter group, 
it was said, will as far as possible be 
friends of relatives of execs, who 
read as a sideline. Coast unit of 
the Guild was forced to forego a 
closed shop contract because a plea 
by an exec that something must be 
for ‘friends and relatives.’ 








New York University this week 
becomes the second college in the 
country to offer a course in screen 
writing as a regular part of its under- 


| saved 


| Pact, as a result, calls for 80% of 
the readers being Guild members graduate curriculum, counting as 
and 20% outsiders | credit toward graduation. It’s being 
‘Supply and Demand’ taught by Robert Gessner, who re- 
wo 4 : ‘ 
pp! ; re | turned a couple of days ago from 
| ‘Supply and demand’ is the an-| two weeks in Hollywood. where he 
} > : 3 : > 
|swer given by story y editors made tieups with virtually all the 
|to the low pay earned by ‘outside | major studios to provide them with 


ew » —_ . . 
(Continued on page 20) promising grads as junior writers 


Joel McCrea and Barbara Stan- foe Gessner, while on the Coast, also 
wyck are slated for top roles in ? YR RECORD acquired a number of ‘model’ scripts 
‘Pioneer Woman,’ a tale of the Cali- | 20TH SETS ss ° which he is using as text books. since 
fornia gold rush, to be produced by mane = mo actual texts on the sub- 
William Wellman at Paramount. WITH 10 PIX IN WORK at k on — “ * se ba 

Picture is McCrea’s second under | a Pee eg hiege Bietinel pan all : 
ute new Par contract. Currently he Hollywood. Oct. 1 "ieiitidin iol Maatiaee Cokiteadt 
Eve’ }at 20th-Fox, the largest number on | similar course. NYU, Columbia at 

; that lot since 1938. Included are|g number of others have for s 
‘The Mark of Zorro,’ back for ad-! years offered night or extension 
0 , M ditional scenes, and ‘Down to the | gourses in screenwriting techniaue, 
boler to Write-Direct Sea in Ships,’ chiefly concerned at) put they are not credited for gradu- 


2d Frank Lloyd Pic at U 





Hollywood, Oct. 1. 


Oboler closed a director- 
deal with Frank Lloyd Pro- 


Arch 
~ Writer 


ductions at Universal, ‘The Flying | 


Orkshireman’ as his first assign- 


ment. Picture, based n_ Eric 
Knight's 


Ond for 
1940-41, 


Meanwhile, Oboler will continue 
“s_tadio work, producing, writing 


Universal release during 


and directing ‘Every Man's Theatre,’ | Alexande! Korda 
h hits the air over the NBC net- | 


whic 
work, beginning Oct. 4. 


novel, will be Lloyd's sec- | 


present with whaling shots off the 
Mexican seacoast. 

Others are ‘Hudson's Bay,’ ‘Mich- 
ael Shayne, Private Detective,’ ‘Tin | 
Pan Alley,’ ‘Romance of the Rio 
Grande,” ‘Western Union,’ ‘Chad 
Hanna.’ ‘Golden Hoofs’ and ‘Corn- | W, Y. ENGINEERS’ WAGE TILT 
cob Kelly's Benefit. | Accord has been reached by the 

rs Greater New York theatres and the 

International Union of Operating En- 
| gineers, Local 30, on a two-year con- 
|tract from July 1, last, granting a 
' slight increase in the basic scale to 


ation. Gessner has been working on 
plans for a full four-year curriculum 
in film-making, which may be insti- 
tuted next September. 








| 








Duvivier’s H’wood Pic 


| Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
Julien Duvivier, French director, | 
linked a pact to pilot the Merle; the members of this union. 

| Oberon starrer, ‘Manon Lescaut,’ for| Now getting $52.50 weekly, the en- 
| gineers will receive $53.75 for the 
Picture is 


‘ econd. 
| start. | the s 


OnRY 


| 








Agreement With Producers; 
80% Guild Shop in Effect 





+ 
> 


That’il Keep Him Busy 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
Metro is mulling a starrer for 
Spencer Tracy to be produced ahead 
of ‘Tortilla Flat’ and ‘The Yearling,’ 


both of which are on his list. 
Weather, script and other condi- 
|tions have caused a shift in the 


industry and the American Society | 


shooting echedule. 
Third picture is under considera- 
tion to fill in the shooting gap. 





ADD FOOTBALL 


in the event network radio becomes ! 


They’ve so geared their ex- | 


immediate dis- | That would be another one of the} 


come | 
| panies are in the publishing business, | 


|ing subsids haven’t renewed their | 
making | 
which the Guild seeks to bring up| the lone exception in the case of | 


' the 


slated for a December | first year of the contract and $55 for satisfied with her recent roles. 


AT NIGHT TO 
PIX WOES 


New exhibitor bugaboo, night 
football, which has been an increas- 
ing fall headache in recent years, 
threatens still further competition 
this season. Gridiron games Satur- 
day afternoon, with resultant func- 
tions, few of which include picture 
theatres in key cities, are generally 
regarded severe enough opposi- 
tion but the influx of the after-dark 


ats 


contests and_ professional night 
games has reached unprecedented 


proportions this fall. 

With approximately 437 co-educa- 
tional colleges and universities and 
some 63 institutions for male stu- 
| dents alone, this means that there 
are more than 450 football teams 
with ability to draw crowds. Of ap- 
proximately 225 games each week- 
end (Friday or Saturday), it’s re- 
ported that an 
tests attract folks away from 
film theatres each week. 

Spread of night games to larger 
| schools located in bigger cities is a 
| particularly damaging factor. Be- 
cause they come on two of the big- 
gest nights of the week for the ex- 
hibitor, this sports competish is 
doubly severe. 

Another factor in the trend to the 
nocturnal grid battles is the pro- 
fessional game throughout the mid- 
dlewest and along the Atlantic 
seaboard. Last year, record crowds 
swamped the pro footballers and an 
even greater attendance is looked 
for this fall. Not only have the pro- 
fessional teams gone in more and 

(Continued on page 22) 


the 





WILLIE BIOFF JUST 
VACATIONING-UNQUOTE 


Hollywood, Oct. 1 
¢ with an order in U 
listrict court to return to this juri 
10 days following 
>» Chicago prison, Willie 
Valley ranch. 
30-day permit to 
on for vacation 
Ey the following 
ment through his attorney, ‘I 
en anyone connected with stu- 
dios or the studio union and I do not 
intend to until I return from a va- 
cation of several weeks 
plans at present and will not make 
any until I have had needed rest.’ 
Bioff is under indictment 
ing $85,000 income tax evasion, but 
case has been continued until 
February term. 


re- 


Sstate- 


have 


the 





U and Nan Grey Part 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
Nan Grey checked off the Univer- 
sal lot with her contract terminated 


'by mutual agreement after four 
years, 
Actress is understood to be dis- 


Last 


'porary makeshift 


average of 75 con-| 


| son, 


I have no | 


charg- | 


——___. 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

Screen Writers Guild got together 
with the producers on a contract 
calling for an 80% Guild shop, with 
the scribes in control of screen 
credits, subject to arbitration, for a 
period of six months, during which 
both groups agree to negotiate on a 
definite understanding. The contract, 
recognized by both sides as a ‘iem- 
agreement,’ goes 
into effect Oct. 10. 

For the next half-year, the pro- 
ducers agreed to recognize SWG as 
the exclusive bargaining representa- 
tive of all film writers employed in 
California. The producers are per- 
mitted to hire up to 20% of their 
writers but are not allowed to en- 
croach on the 80% allotted to the 
Guild. However, in case a producer 
has in his employ at any one time 
less than five writers, then one of 
such writers so employed may be a 
non-Guild member. 

Screen credits, including adapta- 
tion, continuity, scenario, dialog, 
gagging and work of similar naiure, 
but excluding credits for the original 
story, unless such story was turned 
in by writer or writers while em- 
ployed by the producer, -will be 
awarded in the manner prescribed 
by the arbitration machinery set up 
under the new agreement. 

Another provision of the contract 
is that ‘the producer agrees it will 
be the general practice of noiifying 
any writer, at the time he as- 
signed to any material, of the names 
of all other writers then employed 
in California by such producer who 
are then working on the same ma- 
terial. A standing committee con- 
sisting of thre@ producer representa- 
tives and three members of SWG 
will be set up to administer the 
agreement. 

Racial Ban Averted 


Plan to ban work calls from racial 
types was vetoed by Fred W. Beet- 
president of Central Casting 
Corp., on the grounds that it might 
be interpreted as_ discrimination 
against certain extra classifications, 
and that it might result in charges of 
unfair practice with the National 
Labor Relations Board. 

Proposition to refuse incoming 
calls from racial types was an- 
nounced recently by Howard R. 
Philbrick, general manager of Cen- 

(Continued on page 22) 


N.Y. PAR’S OWN GYM FOR 
THEATRE STAFF'S USE 


A fully-equipped gymnasium, be- 
lieved to be the first of its kind for a 
theatre, has been installed in the 
Paramount, New York, with one of 
the large rehearsal halls on the 
eighth floor converted for the pur- 
pose. It is the idea of Bob Weitman, 
managing director, and strictly for 
the staff's use whenever off duty. 

In the gym, a 
was held Thursday night 
members of the 
on a show of their own 
president of Par, 

Gym includes a_e regulation-size 
basketball court, shuffle board, medi- 
cine ball, punching bags, 
table, boxing gloves, ete. 


is 


dedicating smoker 
(26), with 
ff putting 
Barney Bal 


Lai 
attended. 


service st: 


aban, 


pingpong 





New IA Local in Mich. 


Detroit, Oct. 1. 
The first new IATSE local in Miche 
igan in the last 16 years has been 
established at Mt. Clemens. The new 
|Local 735, which adjoins the area 
covered by the vast Detroit local, 


{takes in all of Macomb County and 


a few of the smaller towns in Oake 
land County. 

Officers of the new setup are Bert 
Penzine, president; Fritz DeVanteir, 
vice-president; Dan Defenbaugh, sece 

etary; Norman Pingel, treasurer, 


retary; 


j Part was in ‘A Little Bit of Heaven.’ ; and T. E. Bauman, business agent, 








eS ore 
pe aoe me 


as 





Se eee 


ae 


EXPLOITATION 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, October 2, 1949 





Roxy, Par, Cap, Strand and Rivoli 
On Bway to Up Morning Matinee 





Prices; May Set Trend for Others 


Agreement has been reached by 
the operators of the larger first-run 
theatres in downtown New York to 
increase the so-called morning mati- 
nee prices and believed that while 
the situation does not exist else- 
where to the extent that it does on 
Broadway, the same course may be 
followed throughout the country. 
This would principally be true in 
such an event in the larger keys. 


Understood that there was no 
pressure from the distributors in ob- 
taining accord among New York 
first-runs in stepping up the morn- 
ing prices, though it’s what the sales 
departments prefer. 

Downtown N. Y. houses involved 
in the price tilt are the Roxy, oper- 
ated by Fanchon & Marco for 20th- 
Fox; the Paramount, flagship of the 
Par chain; the Capitol, operated by 
Loew’s; Strand, de luxer in the War- 
ner chain; and the Rivoli, which is 
part of the United Artists theatre 
circuit. 

All of these theatres have been 
charging 25c from opening, which is 
sometimes as early as 8 a.m. or 
around that, up to 1 p.m. With the 
Federal tax, the price to the public 
has been 28c. Under the admission 
increase, agreed upon as standard 
for the houses involved, the price to 
the public will be 35c, which is 3lc 
net to the theatre and 4c U. S. tax. 
The amount of increase net to the 
b.o., thus, is 6c. 

Formerly, before the two-bit 
morning mat price became general, 
the Broadway first-runs started at 
40c, while under the 25c price to 1 
p.m. and then 55c, there has been 
too much of a differential, in the 
opinion of managers, 

. Hall Always 40c 


Music Hall has always remained at 
40c mornings and is not affected in 
the new move of the others. State, 
operated by Loew’s, has a 25c a.m. 
price but is not concerned in the 
new agreement, because it is a sec- 
ond-run. Using vaude, it is opposi- 
tion to others, however. 

Lesser first-runs such as the Cri- 
terion, Globe and Rialto will stick to 
their two-bit figure for mornings. 

Probability under the set 35c 
price for the Roxy, Par, Cap, Strand 
and Riv is that there will be less 
or no juggling of admissions at all 
henceforth. It has been the habit 
of some houses now and then to 
jump from the 25c price before one 
o'clock when shows were drawing 
large morning crowds. Cap, for- 
merly for years at 25c mornings, re- 
cently went to the 35¢ that will ap- 
ply as the standard opening levy 
from now on. Others now follow. 

Among the others, Par goes to the 
new price today (Wed.) on bringing 
in its new show, ‘I Want a Divorce’ 
and the Frankie Masters band. Roxy 
is scheduled to switch tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on opening ‘Spring Parade,’ 
while for the Riv it will be Oct. 8, 
when ‘Long Voyage Home’ opens. 
Riv has long been a champion of a 
higher morning price and on a few 
big pictures has switched from 25c to 
40c. Strand shifts to the 35c price 
tomorrow (Thurs.) on what will be 


the seventh day of its present show. theatres 





Resent Tax-Evaders 





St. Louis, Oct. 1. 

Exhibs in small rural towns in 
Southern Illinois and Eastern 
Misouri, who slashed their ad- 
mish scale from 25c to 20c to cir- 
cumvent the national defense 
tax, have discovered that they 
didn’t pull such a smart trick 
after all. Local film row observ- 
ers report that natives in many 
of these communities figured out 
for themselves that the mo- 
tive behind the price-cutting was 
for the purpose of avoiding the 
tax and resented the ‘unpatriotic’ 
move by remaining away from 
many houses, 

Most of the houses that sliced 
the scale had been charging 25c 
on several nights, 20c on others 
and it has been pointed out that 
the wiser thing for them to have 
done would have been to main- 
tain the 25c scale and absorb the 
tax themselves. 


WB and National Screen 
Accord on Accessories 








Warner Bros. and National Screen 
Accessories have reached an agree- 
ment under which both companies 
will separately distribute ad sales 
material on WB pictures, with the 
deal automatically bringing about 
withdrawal of a long-pending suit 
against National Screen Service. 
This was brought four years ago by 
Warners on the ground that National 
was getting out special trailers on 
WB product without authorized use 
of material. Warners shortly before 
had started making its own trailers 
and will continue to do so. 


Under the terms of the one-year 
deal with National Screen Acces- 
sories, NSA will get out a full line 
of advertising material on WB prod- 
uct as supplemental and distinct 
from the ad accessories Warners it- 
self will continue to handle. The 
motivating factor of the agreement, 
according to a joint statement by 
Grad Sears and Herman Robbins, is 
to extend the ad accessories service 
now rendered by both companies. In 
this way two sources of material are 
made available to the exhibitors 
playing Warner product. 





NW Mounties Accept 
Par’s Premiere Coin 


Regina, Sask., Oct. 1. 

Breaking a regulation which has 
been in force since the inception of 
the organization in 1873, the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police has agreed 
to accept money from a private cor- 
poration and will receive the entire 
receipts of the world premiere of 
Paramount's ‘Northwest Mounted Po- 
lice,’ at the Capitol here Oct. 21. 

The money will be used by the 
R.C.M.P. for the purchase of an am- 
bulance and other additions to Can- 
ada’s war effort. 


Appeal B’way Par’s $50 
Fine for ‘Hega? Sign; 
Test for Other Houses 


Regarding the Paramount sign vio- 
lation case in the nature of a tester, 
Broadway theatre operators § are 
viewing the matter with interest be- 
cause of fear that, if the fine against 
Par stands, it may lead to a general 
crusade against other houses. Found 
guilty of a sign violation Thursday 
(26) before Magistrate Ford, who im- 
posed a fine of $50, the Paramount, 
N. Y., has decided to appeal. 

Sign that figured in the case 
brought by the city, which charged 
that the necessary permit was not 
obtained, was one used _ several 
months ago on ‘Dr. Cyclops.’ It was 
a large, inanimate sign spread which 
was placed on the front of the thea- 
tre above the marquee with flood 
lights shooting upward at it. Par 
claims it was not a wired sign, for 
which a special permit is essential. 

Arthur Israel, Jr., formerly with 
the Par legal department and now 
executive assistant to Barney Bala- 
ban, is representing the Par theatre 
in the sign proceedings. He handles 
legal work on the side for the 
Hercules Theatre Corp., which oper- 
ates the house. 


CAMERA CONTEST 
Newark, Oct. 1. 

Camera contest by Bob Ungerfeld, 
manager at RKO Proctor’s, is being 
run in connection with house’s Mon- 
day and Tuesday night vaude bills. 
Cash and passes will go to amateur 
photogs taking best shots of the 
acts. 

Winning pix appear in Sunday 
Call’s roto section. 


BIRDWELL’S N. Y. TREK 
Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
Russell Birdwell heads east as em- 
issary for Alexander Korda to con- 
fer with Murray Silverstone on N. Y. 
theatre dates for ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ 
Pic is slated for Globe, N. Y. 




















The WB Picture 


‘National Knute Rockne Week’, From 


of the Same Name 





Backed by one of the most exten- 
sive campaigns ever put on by 





Warner Bros., the company’s ‘Knute 
| Rockne’ has its world premiere Fri- 


} 

| day night (4) under elaborate 
auspices in South Bend, Ind., in four 
the State, Colfax, Palace 


The 1 p.m. price for all houses is | ang Granada. Scaled at $1.85 top, all 


scheduled to remain as is. 


In addition to providing what it is ‘out by the end of last week and esti- | 


believed will be additional revenue 
for the downtown first-runs, the 


upping of the admish serves as par- | 


tial answer to the complaints made 
by other operators. 
ond-runs like the Palace 


as well as neighborhood houses, have 
considered it unfair for the bigger 
first-runs on Broadway to charge as 
little as a quarter because it lessens 
the incentive to wait for a picture in 
the nabes. Also, if the larger down- 
town theatres aren’t charging any- 
more for big shows than the nabes 
are with double bills, many patrons 


of the houses were completely sold 


;mated that around 250,000 visitors 
| will be drawn to the town for the 


ithe so-called national Knute Rockne 
Downtown sec- | 


week celebrations winding up Satur- 


(RKO), | day (5). 
which cannot charge less than 25c, | 


From Sept. 29 to Saturday (5) was 
proclaimed by Gov. M. Clifford 
Townsend of Indiana as official 
Knute Rockne week and the gover- 
nors of 13 other states have fallen in 


‘line under what amounts to one of 
'the most outstanding promotional 
| stunts ever done in the picture in- 


dustry for an individual film. Mayor 


| Jesse I. Pavey of South Bend set 


may be taking into account the fact | aside tomorrow (Thurs.) as a Civic 


there is no difference in price if able 
to go to the theatres mornings. 


In many situations throughout the | 


country the operators have no prob- 
lem so far as morning prices are 
concerned due to the fact that the 
theatres do not open as early as 
they do in New York. However, 
where they do open before lunch it 


is likely that they will watch the | 


results in N. Y. or because of nabe 
situations and prices may be en- 
couraged to emulate the Broadway 
move. This may also be true of cir- 
cuits which operate in N. Y. as well 
as other parts of the country. 


holiday in the university city and 
appointed a citizens committee to 
direct activities in advance of the 
picture’s premiere. 

With special parties from both east 
and west scheduled to arrive in 
South Bend tomorrow (Thurs.) an 
impressive list of events have been 
scheduled by Warner Bros. on the 
preem, including several broadcasts. 
Bob Hope will m.c. the Hollywood 
show coming on for the preem. A 
banquet will be held at Notre Dame 





|Mutual, network broadcast 


in the evening and there will be a 
from 


| there as well as a Vox Pop air show | 
Riel 


from the lobby of the Oliver hotel. 

At 7:30 the Mutual network 
broadcast from Notre Dame for a 
half hour’s duration will include 
Father Hugh O’Connell, Postmaster 
General Frank C. Walker, Kate 
Smith and others. At this time Mrs. 


| Knute Rockne will be presented 
— a print of the ‘Rockne’ film, a 
} 


reception later being held at Mrs. 
Rockne’s home. 

Western delegation left Hollywood 
yesterday (Tues.), while the eastern 


event. Opening of the film climaxes | contingent rolls for the west today | 


| (Wed.). Hollywood group is headed 
|by Jack L. Warner and includes 
| Charlie 
Fairbanks, Bob Hope, Rosemary 
Florence Rice, Irene Rich, Charles 
Ruggles, Mrs. Elizabeth Whitney, 
Jane Wyman, Gale Page, Anita 
Louise, Ed Manson, Mack Millar and 
others. Mort Blumenstock, Sid 
Rechetnik, Mitchell Rawson, Ralph 
Budd, Joe Feldman (Pittsburgh) 
and Manny Pearlstein of Cleveland 
are the Warner folks aboard the 
eastern special which, among others, 
will carry Frank C. Walker, Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt, Jr.. Rudy Vallee, 
Owen Davis, Jr., Aben Kandel, 
Wally Butterworth, Parks Johnson, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Topping (Sonja 
Henie), Willie Howard and a large 
group of newspaper people from 
various parts of the east. 

Bob Taplinger was in Chicago 
earlier this week in advance of ar- 
rivals to lay plans and will go on to 
the Coast after the preem, while 





Einfeld is coming east for a couple 
of weeks. 


O'Connor Shifts N. 


Y. RKO Theatre 


Personnel: Other Exchange Briefs 





In an extensive realignment of 

rsonne] in the RKO Greater New 

ork theatres, a number of addi- 
tional promotions and switches have 
been effected by John J, O'Connor, 
circuit’s operating head. } 

Stepping up are Jack Reis, assist- 
ant manager of the Madison, Brook- 
lyn, who takes over management of 
the Greenpoint; Edward Shannon, 
chief of staff at the Dyker, Brooklyn, 
who becomes assistant at the Pros- 
pect; John Ellick, advancing from 
the Palace service staff to assistant 
mgr. and treasurer of the Uptown, 
N. Y.; Herbert Bonis, chief of staff 
at the Madison, to assistant mgr.- 
treasurer of the Tilyou, Coney 
Island; and Richard Reynolds, who 
becomes assistant manager and 
treasurer of the Midtown as well as 
the Yorktown, N. Y. 

Transfer without promotion in- 
clude managers Mi-hael Edelstein 
from the Strand, Far Rockaway, to 
the Tilyod; Warren Bartlett from the 
Columbia, Far Rockaway, to the 
Strand at that point; Sigurd Wexo 
from the Dyker to the Columbia, Far 
Rockaway; and Frank Howard from 
the Greenpoint to the Dyker. Among 
assistant mgrs. moved are Francis 
Kohl from the Madison to the Pros- 

ect, and Nathan Mazor from the 

ptown to the Marble Hill, N. Y. 

One of the purposes of the trans- 
fers is to better acquaint managerial 
forces with different theatres and 
localities. Advertising-exploitation 
men were recently switched around 
for the same reason. 





Graduation Day 


Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 1. 
Stan Pooley, assistant manager of 
the Orpheum here, has been upped 
to manager of the Windsor, F-P nabe. 
Switch resulted in Larry New, of 
the Windsor, moving to the Kerris- 


dale. ; 

Dick Letts, of the Capitol, Van- 
couver, moved to the Orpheum to 
take the place of Pooley, who will 
become manager of the Windsor, re- 
placing New, now at the Kerrisdale. 





Jerry Ross’ Berth 


Seattle, Oct. 1. 
Jerry Ross, former vaudeville em- 
cee, who recently returned to Seat- 
tle from Portland, for Sterling 
chain, is new manager of Palomar, 
and also mgr. for all stage shows at 
Palomar, Rivoli and other Sterling 
houses. Charley Barnes, former 

manager, becomes Ross’ assistant. 





RKO Takes Over Trio 


Following the deal of RKO taking 
over three houses from the Cocalis 
circuit, all in the Bronx, the Pelham 
swung under the RKO banner last 
night (Tues.) with a special opening, 
while the Marble Hill opens tonight 
(Wed.) and the Castle Hill tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). In each’ case special 
festivities embrace personal appear- 
ances of talent, civic, business and 
social leaders in each community. 
Inaugural show under new double- 
bill policy, ‘The Mummy’s Hand’ and 
‘Hired Wife.’ 





N. J. Allied’s Elections 


Atlantic City, Oct. 1. 

Lee Newbury of Belmar was re- 
elected president of the Allied Thea- 
tre Owners of New Jersey at the end 
of its 21st annual convention Friday 
(27). Maury Miller of Passaic elected 
first vice-president; Ralph Wilkins 
of Pitman second v.p.; Harry Lowen- 
stein of Newark, secretary, and 
David Snaper of New Brunswick, 
treasurer. Frank P. Gravatt of At- 
lantic City, George Gold of Newark 
and Jacob Unger of Hillside, re- 
elected for three-year terms on the 
board of directors. 





‘Rockne’ Fete in Philly 
Philadelphia, Oct. 1. 





| can’ 
| Einfeld, Robert Buckner, | Hotel Thursday (3) at which a pre- 
| Donald Crisp, Peggy Diggins, Lucile | View of the film will be shown. 


Lane, Pat O’Brien, Ronald Reagan, | 





Dame alumni will attend the Phila- 
delphia ‘Knute Rockne-All Ameri- 
dinner at the Ritz-Carlton 


Motion Pictures Associates, newly 
ormed org of film salesmen, plan- 
ning a minstrel show. 

Philly Record’s cooking 
will be held again in Stanley-Warner 
nabes starting next week. 

Simon Finestone’s new Castor 
open early in November. 

Joe Forte named manager of the 
S-W Parker. 





Brokaw’s House 
: San Francisco, Oct. 1. 
Irving Brokaw new manager of 
the Larkin here. Lad is nephew of 
Johnny Hyde, v.p. of William Mor- 
ris agency, Hollywood. 





MPTO Buffalo Extends Zone 

} } Buffalo, Oct. 1. 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners, 
Buffalo zone, is enlarging its geo- 
graphical jurisdiction to include all 
of New York State, with exception 


of N. Y. City metropolitan area. | 


Drive for new members wil! be in- 
augurated with a meeting of ex- 
hibitors of Buffalo-Rochester terri- 
tory at Buffalo on Oct. 7, followed 





by meetings in Syracuse, Oct. , 
Albany, Oct. 9. ot. 8, and 
P an | “ eee meetings will be ad- 
resse y - Kuykendall Mp 
national president. TOA 





Cohoes, N.Y., Mayor’s Beef 
Cohoes, N. Y., Oct. 1. 

Cohoes theatres must be exten. 
sively remodeled or they will be 
permanently closed by municipal 
authorities . That was the edict last 
week of Mayor Rudolph Roulier 
who declared that unless detailed 
plans for a series of alterations are 
submitted to him by yesterday 
(Tues.) the closing order will be ef. 
fective at that time. 

The move, Mayor Roulier declared 
is intended as a safeguard to patrons 
of the places. He likewise indicated 
that it is directed principally at the 
Rialto in Remsen street, south of On. 
tario. The Regent, located north of 
Cayuga street, will also be affected 
by the order. 





Lake, Salt Lake, Reopening 
Salt Lake City, Oct. 1, 

Lake, formerly the Roxy, reopen- 
ing under former management, Andy 
B. Floor. Policy will include road 
shows and pictures, as _ formerly, 
Theatre has been closed eight months, 
result of fire which gutted the in- 
terior, 





Weyland Ups 
Regina, Sask, Oct. 1. 
David F. Weyland, projectionist 

for H. S. Humphrey’s Broadview, 
Sask., theatre, has entered the thea- 
tre managing business. He's opened 
theatres in Kipling, Kennedy and 
Esterhazy, Sask. 





Spoils for the Victors 
Los Angeles, Oct. 1. 
George Hickey pulled down $2,500 
es first prize for topping Metro's na- 
tionwide distribution contest for top 
business during the past year. 
Hickey is western district sales 
supervisor for the company. Two of 
his branch managers, Clayton Lynch 
in Los Angeles, and Langdon Wing- 
ham in San Francisco, won $500 
each. 





St. Loe Variety’s Benefit 
St. Louis, Oct. 1. 

Local Variety Club is whipping 
up arrangements for a midnight 
benefit show in Fanchon & Marco's 
5,000 seater Fox theatre on Oct. 12. 
Harry C. Arthur, Jr., v.p. and gen. 
mgr. of F&M’s interests here, chair- 
man of the general committee, said 
that Al Pearce and Johnny Perkins 
will headline the show that will in- 
clude 20 acts, a line of 24 from 
Sam Ryder’s burlesque house, three 
bands and a film thrown in for good 
measure, 

Lower floor chairs will be sold for 
$2, 368 mezzanine seats for $5 and 
the balcony seats for $1. A sellout 
will net approximately $10,000. 
Other members of the general com- 
mittee are Lou Ansell, Harold D. 
‘Chick’ Evens, Fred Wehrenberg, 
Tony Matreci, chief barker, and 
Clarence D. Hill, manager of the 
local Columbia branch. 


AMATEUR REPORTER 
BALLYHOO IN NEWARK 


Newark, Oct. 1. 
Novel promotion idea cooked up 
by Bill Phillips, manager of Loew's 
State, and Jesse Allen (Jay Cassino), 
theatre editor of Newark Star- 
Ledger, gives customers at house op- 
portunity to ‘be a reporter.’ 











City officials and prominent Notre | 


| of flicker. 
| picked by Allen, gets chance to write 


| as youngsters, 
|installed at first but this number 
'had to be doubled within a few 


Battery of typewriters was set up 


in mezzanine ‘city room’ when 


| ‘Boom Town’ opened and stub-hcld- 


ers were invited to tap out reviews 
Writer of best review, 


by-line review in local sheet of 


| ‘Foreign Correspondent,’ coming to 
| Loew’s 
schools | 


Oct. 10, 

Others get cash. 
Idea caught on with adults as well 

Six typewriters were 


and cash prize. 


days. Number of reviews turned in 
to date is nearing 2,000 mark. 


‘Bagdad’s’ Charity Preem 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
‘The Thief of Bagdad,’ which 
| Alexander Korda started in London 
|and finithed in Hollywood, gets a $5 
‘preem at Carthay Circle here for 
| benefit of the Motion Picture Relief 
and the British-American 


| Fund 
| Ambulance Corps. 











| Outdoor scenes, originally slated 
\for an Egyptian location but pre- 
|vented by the war, were shot in the 
|Grand Canyon, 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





(hi Blah; ‘Brigham’-Jarrett Orch 


N.G. $25,000, But 


‘Westerner’ Nice 


$1000, Cabot: Sporting’ OK $15.0 





Chicago, Oct. 1. 

Something has taken the wind out 
of the loop theatre sails in the past 
couple of weeks, with the big houses 
indicating a surprising lack of box- 
office strength. Those b.o.s holding 
up are the unusual items. 

There is apparently plenty of 
blame on the exploitation depart- 
ments for the failure of the theatres 
generally, but one example of a 
house going out to do an active sell- 
ing job on a picture is ‘the Palace, 
which has made a real winner out of 
‘Hired Wife.’ Really put on a cam- 
paign for this comedy and it is 
coming up with a flattering gross. 

Other pictures which are doing 
well are ‘Pastor Hall,’ which had a 
pig natural impetus when it was 
first banned and then okayed by the 
censor board, and ‘Gone with the 
Wind,’ which remains a wonder as 
it goes into its fourth quarter in the 


Srigham Young’ started out as a 
flat disappointment in the Chicago 
and is going nowhere, indicating ene 
of the poorest marks in some time. 
The two vaude houses look for so-so 
coin, but a good break is hoped for 
at the Roosevelt with ‘The West- 
erner.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) (2d wk). On 
censor publicity came through to 
mighty $15,600 last week, and will 
hold to excellent $10,000 currently. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)-— 
‘Brigham’ (20th) and Art’ Jarrett 
band headlining on stage. Looks for 
sad $25,000, poorest in some time. 
Last week was also a chin-dropper 
when the touted ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
and vaude lasted only seven days to 
$33,300, under expectations. 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 35-55-65-75) 
—Sea Hawk’ (WB). Came in here 
for another try and will take $5,000, 
which is all right in this house. Last 


week, ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par), 
wasn’t much at $3,100. 
Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 


‘Faces West’ (Rep) and vaude. Dead 
End Kids and Little Tough Guys 
headlining on stage. Average money 
session in the offing at $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Sea Raider’ (Par) and Tommy 
Tucker band on stage, okay $16,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Mummy’s 
Hand’ (U) (3d wk). Has had real 
run of it following great advertising 
campaign. Looks for $8,000 in the 
finale, after fine $10,200 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,700; 35-55-65- 

75 )—‘Westerner’ (UA). Opened Sat- 
ur’ay (29) and figures for satisfac- 
tory $10,000. Last week, ‘Profile’ 
(20th), drew select but small set of 
customers for $8,900, fair. 
; State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
Sporting Blood’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Bruce Cabot, Ebsens and Sidney 
Miller on stage. Combination show- 
ing some box-office value and indi- 
cates $15,000, average. Last week, 
Blondie Servant’ (Col) and Blue 
Barron on stage, fair $14,100. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
55-65-85) —‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (5th 
wk). Holding to better than $8,500 
currently, which is smart on the 
length of the run following excellent 
$10,200 last week. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (36th wk). Has 
been advertising ‘last weeks’ so long 
the public doesn’t believe it any 
more, but they still keep coming to 
a remarkable degree, holding this 
phenomenal flicker to a gross of 


$8,000 currently, after taking same 
last week. 





‘Correspondent’ Neat 
10,000 in OK Denver 


; Denver. Oct. 1. 
First-runs are above average ex- 
cept at the Denham, where ‘Quarter- 
back’ is showing. 
Estimates for This Week 
j Aladdin (Fox) «1,400; 25-40)— 
Brigham Young’ (20th). After a 
week at the Denver, nice $4,000. Last 
ht Stayed for Breakfast’ (Col) 
: Lion Wings,’ (UA) after a week 
at the Denver, nice $4,000. 
_trendway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
a oom Town’ (M-G). Second week 
— two weeks at the Orpheum: 
ay $3.000. Last week, ‘Boom 
Own’ (M-G), strong $4,000. 
_Renham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35-40) 
we uarterback’ (Par). Poor $3,000 
tae days. Last week, ‘I Want a 
pe (Par), after four days the 
eceding week, weak at $4,000. 
pocnver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
r oa Correspondent’ (UA) and 
re week eee ), sturdy $10,000. 
“ . wen 4 
strong et $10,000" am Young’ (20th), 
_Sypheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
Destine (M-G) and ‘Queen of 
weak (RKO). Good $9,300. Last 
dann ,, mance Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Kil- 
- ome’ (RKO), average $8,000. 
Gir amount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
Avenue A’ (20th) and ‘Won't 





Talk’ (Col). Nice $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Public Deb No. 1’ (20th) and 
*Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th), were 
good at $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Stayed 
for Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Lion Wings’ 
(UA), after a week at each the Den- 
ver and Aladdin, okay $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Haunted House’ (Mono), good at 


, 


HOWARDS NG. 
IN PITT AT 
$7,200 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 1. 

Nothing to it this week but ‘Strike 
Up the Band’ at the Penn, but even 
that’s not doing quite the expected 
biz, coming as it does on top of rave 
preview notices and recent record- 
breaking p.a. of Mickey Rooney at 
Stanley. Local crix were a bit luke- 
warm, although film’s going well 
enough to grab a h.o.,, probably at 
another house, however. 

‘Foreign Correspondent’ doing 
okay at Stanley, but also a trifle dis- 
appointing considering the hand- 
springs the reviewers turned and 
have been turning for several weeks, 
starting with Walter Wanger’s visit 
to town some time ago. The two 
major crackups, however, = are 
‘Brigham Young,’ at Fulton, and 
‘Howards of Virginia,’ at Alvin, both 
films nose-diving woefully and lat- 
ter not even rating a second week. 
Warner and Ritz doing nicely with 
h.o.’s of ‘Westerner’ and ‘Boom 
Town,’ respectively. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Howards’ (Col). Excellent notices 
for this one, but the public isn’t buy- 
ing. Pulling out after one week to 
skimpy $7,200, way below par. Last 
week, ‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col), fair 
$4,000 for second week. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Brigham Young’ (20th) (2d wk.). 
Another biggie that’s taking a beat- 
ing. H.o. session here limited to 
four days and in that abbreviated 
stretch will be lucky to grab off 
$2,200, pretty low. Last week was 
also under estimates, getting barely 


$5,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Strike Band’ (M-G). Rooney- 
Garland pull, of course, is legion, 


but even so this won’t be up to fig- 
ures their ‘Babes in Arms’ ran up. 
Present pace indicates at least $18,- 
000, plenty good, but whether that’s 
sufficient to warrant h.o. here or a 
move to Warner for second week 
hasn’t been determined yet. Last 
week, ‘Westerner’ (UA), around $14,- 
500. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40-59)—‘Boom 
Town’ (M-G). Fourth session for 
this one downtown, following week 
at Warner and two at Penn. Ad- 
vanced prices still holding for small- 
seater and four-starrer giving spot 
one of its best takes in months. 
Looks like around $4,000, great. Last 
week, ‘Men Sky’ (RKO) and ‘Money 
Woman’ (WB), depressing $1,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). This 
one drew just about the best notices 
of the year, but isn’t coming up to 
b.o. expectations. Building some- 
what, but hardly enough to better 
$12,000, average. Last week, ‘No 
Time Comedy’ (WB), got same fig- 
ure, 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Westerner’ (UA). Moved here from 
Penn and doing well enough. At 
around $5,200, that’s average biz for 
h.o. from bigger-seater. Last week, 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G), great $8,800 
after record-breaking fortnight at 


Penn. 


‘WIFE’-“MUMMY’ SNAPPY 
$18,000 IN BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 1. 

Brisk attendance for Paramount’s 
‘No Time for Comedy’ and ‘River’s 
End,’ and RKO Albee’s ‘Hired Wife’ 
and ‘Mummy’s Hand.’ Loew’s Metro- 
politan, holding ‘I Love You Again’ 
and ‘Dr. Kildare Goes Home,’ will 
come through with satisfactory re- 
sults. Fabian Fox’s second week of 
‘He Stayed for Breakfast’ and “Three 
Faces East’ also looks for pleasant 
returns. 

Estimates for This Week _ 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50 )— 

‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Mummys 








|some $7,000. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Oct. 3 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (42d wk.). 
Bryant—'Before I Hang’ (Col). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Capitel—‘Strike Up the Band’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 
Criterion — ‘Wyoming’ 
(2). 
(Reviewed in Variery, Sept. 11) 
Globe—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) (3d 
wk.). 

Music Hall—‘Howards of Vir- 
ginia’ (Col) (2d wk.). 
Palace —‘Money 

Woman’ (WB). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 18) 
Paramount—'I Want a Divorce’ 

(Par) (2). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 4) 
Rialto — ‘Diamond Frontier’ 
(U) (4). 
Rivoli — ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent’ (UA) (6th wk.): 
Roxy—‘Spring Parade’ (U). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Strand — ‘City for Conquest’ 

(WB) (2d wk.). 

Week of Oct. 10 
Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 

(15). 

’ Capitel—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
15). 

Criterion — ‘Golden Fleecing’ 

{(M-G) (9). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 21) 
Music Hall—Knew What They 

Wanted’ (RKO). 

Paramount—‘I Want a Divorce’ 

(Par) (2d wk.). 

Rivoli—‘Long. Voyage Home’ 

(UA) (8). 

Wexy—‘Spring Parade’ (U) (2d 
wk.). 
Strand — ‘City for Conquest’ 

(WB) (3d wk.). 


seamen 


Hand’ (U). Snappy $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and 


(M-G) 


and _ the 


(UA) 








‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO), okay 
$16,000. 
Fox (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50)— 


‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Three 
Faces West’ (Rep) (2d wk). Good 
$14,500. Last week, nice $16,000. 


Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare 
Home’ (M-G) (2d wk). Okay $17,- 


000. Last week, fine $20,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) and 
‘River’s End’ (WB). Strong $21.000. 
Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) 
and ‘Those Days’ (Par), nice $18,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Grand Ol ’Opry’ (Rep) and ‘Black 
Diamond’ (U). Peaceful $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Anything Love’ (U) and ‘Boys 
City’ (Mono), ditto. 





‘CORRESP’ND'NT” 


NICE $15,000 
IN WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 1. 
Glenn Miller’s orch, playing five 
and six shows daily at the Earle, WB 
vauder, is the big gun this week, 
outstripping nearest rival, ‘Foreign 
Correspondent,’ playing straight at 
Loew’s Palace. 





Only other newcomers are 
‘Haunted Honeymoon,’ wallowing 
with no-name vaude at Loew’s 


Capitol, and ‘Lady in Question’ at 
Met, which critics’ praises couldn't 
save beyond four miserable days. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434, 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G) and 
vaude. It’s all up to the pic and op- 
position won't allow it cover weak 
$14,000. Last week, Mickey Rooney 
p.a. pushed ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) to 
record-busting $35,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d run). 
downtown after three hefty stanzas 
at Palace and hitting around hand- 
Last week, ‘Mystery 
Sea Raider’ (Par), sick $3,600. 


Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— | 


‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) and Glenn 


Miller Orch. Latter entirely respon-| catch on the first week, $12.000, and 
Last week, | still pulling ’em in on the holdover, 
‘Howards of Virginia’ (Col) (2d wk.) | around $8,000. Remains over. 

profitable $13,000. 
(1,830: 39-55)-- | Partners’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Be- 


sible for sock $23,000. 


Keith’s (RKO) 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) (2d wk.). Holding 
for solid $8,000. 
$13,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Lady | 
Question’ (Col). Reviews all good, | 
but it was yanked yesterday (30) | 
after four days at floppo $2,100, giv- 
ing way to second run of ‘Howards | 
of Virginia’ (Col). Last week, | 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) (2d run),, 
big $6,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 39-55)— 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). Hefty | 
bally and sock reviews mean oke 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Frank James’ 








(20th), light $11,000. 


28-44)— | 
Back | 


Last week, strong | oan tt 


| (WB) 


|in by ‘Rangers of Fortune’ (Par) and 


Mickey Rooney Week on B’way, 456 
At State, 40G in ‘Band’ at Capitol; 





Broadway got four new shows of 
major calibre this week, including 
the personal appearance of Mickey 
Rooney at the State. The young 
Metro star is also on the screen at 
the Capitol in ‘Strike Up the Band.’ 
Further strength for the street is 
lent by ‘City for Conquest’ and the 
Bobby Byrne swing band at ‘the 
Strand, while also in there pitching 
for a respectable gross is ‘Howards 
of Virginia,’ current Music Hall film. 

Rooney has ‘I Love You Again’ 
with him on second-run at the State. 
Having done bigger Monday (30) 
than on the opening day, Thursday 
(26), there is a good chance the 
house inay finish good enough in the 
stretch to hit $47,000. This tops the 
$44.500 grossed by Rudy Vallee and 
‘Libeled Lady’ in 1936 on a Thanks- 
giving week and the $44,400 hit by 
Ed Sullivan and ‘Captains Courage- 
ous’ over Labor Day in 1937. Only 
Eddie Cantor and ‘It’s a Wonderful | 
World’ went over and that also in- | 
cluded a holiday, the Fourth of July 
in 1939, $51,300. 

‘Strike Up Band,’ 





the 
stead on the usual Thursday change | 
day, looks $40,000 cr better, very 
good for the straight film division. | 

Last year, for the final week of 
August, Reoney was on a personal 
at the Cap with Judy Garland, pic- 
ture beins ‘Wizard of Oz,’ while at 
the State against Rooney was one of | 
his pictures, ‘Andy Hardy Gets) 
Spring Fever.’ This time, the Loew 
bookers reverse the process and it 
seems to be working out now just as 
it did then. : 

‘City for Conquest,’ highly-touted 
film, will draw $45.000 into the 
Strand with the aid of the Byrne 
band, excellent business and will 
hold. ‘Strike U>» the Band’ also re- 
mains over, as does ‘Howards,’ lat- 
iter looking around $86,000. 

A new show is opening today 

(Wednesday) at the Paramount, ‘1 
| Want a Divorce’ and the Frankie 
| Masters band, plus Jane Froman and 








which only about $21,000. 
opened at the Cap, Saturday (28), in-; (U) breezes in tomorrow (Thurs.). 





i|the Three Stooges. House got two 
satisfactory weeks out of ‘Rangers of 
|Fortune’ and Jane Savitt, Andrews 
Sisters, Jerry Lester, knocking off 
$43.000 the first and $30,000 the sec- 
ond. 

Another new bill coming in is 
| ‘Spring Fever’ which checks in at the 
| Roxy tomorrow (Thursday) a day 
| ahead of schedule. ‘Brigham Young,’ 
|on its holdover of six days, petered 
| to $21,000 for that period, due in part 
'no doubt to the strong: competition. 
‘Pastor Hall’ is doing well in its 
|second week at the Globe, probably 
$8,000 and goes another round. 

A coming event of major im- 
portance is the Chaplin film, ‘Great 
Dictator,’ which goes into the $2 
Astor and the Capitol, both Loew’s, 
under a ‘Gone With Wind’ policy on 
Oct. 15. It will be two-a-day, seats 
reserved, at the Astor at a top of $2. 
Cap will be reserved opening night 
as ‘Wind’ was, then go grind at ad- 
vanced admission of 75c. matinees 
and $1.10 nights. 

‘Wind’ exits from the Astor Oct. 
13 after a run of 43 weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.26) 
—Wind’ (M-G) (42d week). Last 
week (41st), $9,500, good. Prior 
week (40th) was $9,900. Departs 
| Oct. 13. with house to premiere 
|‘Great Dictator’ (Chaplin-UA) Oct. 
1/15 under the same policy as main- 
tained for ‘Wind.’ 





Capitol (4,520: 35-40-55-75-$1.10- 
| $1.25)—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G). 
| Rooney-Garland-Whiteman musical 


| hitting on all cylinders for a fine 
$40,000 or better and holds. ‘Boom 
| Town’ (M-G) went two days over a 
| second week, on the final nine show- 
ling up with nearly $35,000, very 
| good. ‘Dictator’ (Chaplin-UA) opens 
here Oct. 15, with all seats reserved 
premiere night, scale after that on 
a continuous policy to be 75c and 
| $1.10. 
| Criterion (1.662; 25-40-55-65) — 
‘Goodbye, Mr. Chins’ (M-G). Brought 
in Saturday (28) and breathing 
heavily, only about $3.500 indicated. 
House pulled ‘Comin’ Round the 
Mountain’ (Par) after two days of 
| pain with it, under $1,000. 
Globe (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Pastor 
| Hall’ (UA) (2d week). Madea swell 


Palace (1.700: 25-35-55) — ‘Lucky 


'yond Tomorrow’ (RKO) (1st run), 
coupled. Pretty good, is what they’d 
about $8,600. ‘Sea Hawk’ 
(2d run) and ‘Public Deb No. 
(20th) (1st run). in nine days 
could not manage more than $8,100. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) 
—I Want Divorce’ (Par) and, on 
stage, Frankie Masters, Jane Froman, 
Three Stooges, onen today (Wed.). 
A satisfactory $30.000 was brought 





Jan Savitt-Andrews  Sisters-Jerry 
Lester. on the second week, ending | 
last night (Tues.). 
$43.000. very all richt. 
Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 


The first was | ten Heartbeot’ 


Conquest -Bobby Byrne Click 456 


60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Howards’ (Col) and 
stage show. At $86,000 on the first 
week doing well and holds. Al- 
though ‘Ramparts’ (March of Time- 
RKO), did a mite better, $87,000, it 
was not held over. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Chan at 
Wax Museum’ (20th). About $5,500 
looked for. In ahead ‘Mummy’s 
Hand’ (U), on eight days, $9,000, 


good. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-40-55-75-99 )—‘For- 
eign Correspondent’ (UA) (6th-final 
week). Tapering off, but still get- 
ting some chips, the fifth week 
through last night (Tues.) being $15,- 
500. Prior hebdomadal stint (5th) 
over $18,000. On the first five weeks 
film will have topped a total of $130,- 
000 for hefty profit. ‘Long Voyage’ 
(UA) opens Tuesday night (8). 

Roxy (5,835; 25-40-55-75)—‘Brig- 
ham Young’ (20th) and stage show 
(2d-final week). Fell below $40.000 
the first week but, while disappoint- 
ing, not too bad. With new shows 
against, is off on the holdover and on 
the six days. ending tonight (Wed.) 
‘Spring Parade’ 


State (3,450; 25-35-55-75)—‘I Love 

You Again’ (M-G) and Mickey 
Rooney in person. Combined draught 
of Rooney and the picture, which 
has done well throughout the coun- 
try, means a sock take of around 
$45,000, second best house has done, 
but tons for any week here that did 
not include a holiday. Last week, 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G) (2d run) 
and Milton Berle, near to $25,090, 
good. 
Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-90 )— 
‘City for Conauest’ (WB) and Bobby 
Byrne. Pounding along energetically 
for around $45,000. very sturdy, and 
holds. Byrne band is_ credited 
strongly in aiding the Cagney-Sheri- 
dan names at the b.o. Last week, 
third for ‘No Time for Comedy’ (WB) 
and Larry Clinton, was $28,000, nice 
profit. 


Laurel-Hardy P.A. 
Plus Kildare Big 
$18,000 in Omaha 


Omaha, Oct. 1. 

Only downtown house doing any- 
thing this week is'the Orpheum with 
Laurel and Hardy on its stage d 
‘Dr. Kildare Goes Home’ on e 
screen. Combo appears headed for 
around $18,000 at an upped gate of 
15-40-55c. 

Omaha, with ‘Flowing Gold’ and 
‘Girl from Avenue A.’ is light. Ditto 
the Brandeis, with ‘I Want a Divorce’ 
and ‘Stranger on the Third Floor.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-40- 








55)—‘Kildare Home’ (M-G) and 
Laurel and Hardy on the stage. 
Comedy team’s draw means big 


$18,000. Last week (10-25-40), ‘Brig- 
ham Young’ (20th) and ‘Not Tough’ 
(U), okay $10,000. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2.000: 10-25- 
40)—‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Girl 
Avenue A’ (20th). Light $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Golden 
Fleecing’ (M-G), fair $8,500. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )}—‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and 
‘Stranger ‘Third Floor’ (RKO). 
Around $4,500, weak. Last week, 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Wild- 
cat Bus’ (RKO), $4,000. light. 

State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25)— 
‘Ramparts’ (RKO) ‘Drive By Night’ 
(WB). split with ‘Girls Road’ (Col) 
and ‘South of Karanga’ (U). About 
$1,600, good. Last week. ‘Hardy 
Deb’ (M-G) and ‘Anything Love’ 
(U), split with ‘Carolina Moon’ 
(Rep) and ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ 
(20th), pretty good $1,400. 

Tewn (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) 
—Island Doomed Men’ (Col), ‘Ad- 
venturess’ (20th) and ‘Gambling 
High Seas’ (WB), split three ways 
with ‘Around Town’ (Mono) and 
‘Stole Million’ (U) and ‘Tulsa Kid’ 
(Rep), and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO). Nice 
$1,300. Last week, ‘Lady Ranger’ 
(Rep), ‘Haunted House’ (Mono) and 
‘20.000 Men’ (20th). split with 
‘Texas Stage Coach’ (Col) ‘Rage of 
Paris’ (U), and ‘Return Wild Bill’ 
(Col), ‘Murder Air’ (WB) and ‘House 
Bay’ (UA), $1,500, good. 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (950-300-600: 25)—‘Ramparts’ 
(RKO) and ‘Drive Night’ (WB). svlit 
with ‘Adventuress’ (20th). ‘Can’t Fool 
Wife’ (RKO) and ‘3 Faces West’ 
(Rep) Prettv fair $1,300. Last 
week, ‘Hardy Deb’ (M-G) and ‘Any- 
thine Love’ (U) split with ‘Manhate- 
(20th. ‘Sint, Nenre? 


(Ren) and ‘House Bay’ (UA), foir 


40- | $1.200 
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Garland-Rooney’s Band’, $20,000, 


Great In §.F.; ‘Brigham’ Fair 166 


a 


San Francisco, Oct. 1. 
Frisco’s first-runners find them- 
selves in the unique spot of being 
entirely solo-bill this week, with ex- 
ception of one moveover, the St. 
Francis. With the Gate and United 
Artists normally using singles, ‘Boom 


Town’ holding a fifth week at the! 


Warfield and ‘Howards of Virginia’ 





“WESTERNER’, $7,000, 
NEAT IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Oct. 1. 
Its ‘The Westerner’ all the way in 
Loew's State 





| Memphis this week. 


‘Conquest,’ $7,500, Tops 


H.0.-Flooded Montreal 


Montreal, Oct. 1. 

Couple of h.o.s, with one of them, 
‘Sea Hawk,’ still in the money, fea- 
ture the local pix menu currently. 
‘City for Conquest,’ at Palace, is top 
newcomer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘City Conquest’ (WB). Good $7,500 
in sight. Last week, ‘Time Comedy’ 
(WB), handsome $8,100. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Girl Ave- 
nue A’ (20th). Pointing for very 





going a second at the Orpheum, it/ attraction is loping a prairie mile | nice $6,500. Last week, ‘Drive Night’ 


needed only the unsupported debut | 
of Garland-Rooney ‘Strike Up the| goes split-week. 


Band’ at the Paramount to make it 
unanimous. 


Biggest blow to b.o.’s this week | 
Combination of | 
bally | 1’ is in for balance of week. 


was the Fair finale. 
fine weather and ‘last-days’ 
sloughed mats particularly. Week- 
end was way off as record mobs 
jammed Island (29) to participate in 
closing ceremonies. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— | 
‘Brigham Young’ (20th). Selling the 
wife angle here and fair $16,000 in 
view. Last week, ‘Rangers Fortune’ | 
(Par) and ‘Money Woman’ (WB), | 
fair $14,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- | 
55)—Dr. Christian Women’ (RKO) 
and Rochester on _ stage. Jack 
Benny's stooge all that’s counter- 
acting the slump. Looks for $15,000, 
excellent as things stand. Last 
week, ‘Men Sky’ (RKO) and vaude, 
$10,500, mild. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) 
—‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) (2d wk.). 
May touch $8,000, big for this solo- 
bill engagement. Initial frame coaxed 
splendid $11,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40- 
50)—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G). Per- 
sonal appearance of Judy Garland 
at ASCAP’s show (24) with result- 
ant publicity breaks, provided nice 
advance bally for this film, headed | 
for terrific $20,000 despite Fair. Last 
week, ‘Great-Profile’ (20th) and ‘Yes- | 
terday’s Heroes’ (20th), mild at $9,- | 
000. | 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-40- | 
50)—‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare |} 
Home’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Sticking | 
for second week here, third down- 
town. Will do $5,000. Last week | 
okay at $6,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50) — ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
(UA) (3rd wk.). Still strong for 
$6,500, after collecting $8,000 on sec- 
ond period. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 40-50-65) 
—Boom Town’ (M-G) (5th wk.). 
Phenomenal run will wind up with 
an amazing $7,500. Last (4th) 
stanza was good for fine $9,000, 


Correspondent’ 
Okay at 106 





} 
' 
| 








In Baltimore’ 





Baltimore, Oct, 1, 


! best evidenced by fact her ‘Young | 


\‘Boys Syracuse’ (U), two days (all 


ahead of the field as rest of the town 
Fade of Shirley Temple popularity 


People’ is surviving only four days 
at Loew’s Palace. ‘Public Deb. No. 


Mid-South Fair is the big opposish. 
Estimates for This Week 


Loew's State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- 
44)—Westerner’ (UA). Here’s one 
hoss opry that has the women com- 
ing with the men for possible $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Wyoming’ (M-G), $4,500, 
okay under circumstances. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
—‘Money Woman’ (WB), four days; 
‘River’s End’ (WB), three days. 
Neither pulling; together may get 
$3,000. Last week, ‘City Conquest’ 
(WB), $5,300, fair. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ 
(Par), four days; ‘Great McGinty’ 
(Par), three days. Looks like will 
do well to gross $3,000, poor. Last 
week, ‘Howards Virginia’ (Col), 
$4,700, not bad. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
33-44)—Young People’ (20th), four 
days; ‘Public Deb’ (20th), three days. 
Temple ship holding down this week 
to probable $3,300. Last week, ‘Brig- 
ham Young’ (20th), $4,000, weak. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Rhythm River’ 4(Par), three 
days; ‘Daltons Rode’ (U), two days; 





2d runs). Should nab good $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) 
(2d run), three days; ‘Can’t Fool 
Wife’ (RKO), two days; ‘Triple Jus- 
tice’ (RKO), two days, $1,400, poor. 


DURBIN, $7,500, 
NICE IN INDPLS. 


| 
| 











Indianapolis, Oct. 1. 
(‘Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 


The juves are causing turnstiles to 
click in the downtown sector this 
| week, with heavy biz reported for 
|Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland 
lin ‘Strike Up the Band,’ at Loew’s, 
dualled with ‘Secret Seven,’ and In- 
diana making a profit on Deanna 
Durbin in ‘Spring Parade’ plus ‘Men 
Against the Sky.’ Circle, mixing in- 
redients to combine a horror pic- 
ure and a comedy, is doing okay 
with ‘Mummy’s Hand,’ and ‘Argen- 
tine Nights,’ with the hair-raising 
epic played over the rib-tickler in 
ads. Lyric is breaking even with 


(WB) and ‘Calling Husbands’ ( ), 


weak $3,600. 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk.). Good 


$6,000 likely, after smash $12,800 last 


week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Money 
Woman’ (WB). Pacing for fair 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Young People’ 
(20th) and ‘Chan Panama’ (20th), 
good enough $4,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Captain Caution’ (UA) and ‘Dance 
Plenty Hot’ (Rep) (2d wk.). Poor 
$1,500 probable, after mediocre $3,000 
last week. d 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Pieges’ (4th wk.). Sat- 
isfactory $1,100, after nice $1,400 last 
week. 

St..Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Pere Lebonnard’ and ‘Mystere 
de la Maison Blanche.’ Sighting 
good $4,500. Last week, ‘Entree des 
Artistes’ and ‘La Mascotte,’ good 
$4,100. 


BUFF. N.G, BUT 
‘BAND’ FINE» 
$17,000 


Buffalo, Oct. 1. 

Downtown markers which aippet 
off sharply toward close of last 
stanza are continuing to thin down 
currently. 

‘Strike Up the Band,’ at the Buf- 
falo, is the most potent wicket item, 
and Blackstone, on stage of the 20th 
Century, looks rosy enough. The 
rest of the town is toned to low 
pitch, 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G). Should 
beat out fine $17,000. Last week, 
‘Public Deb’ (20th) and Sammy Kaye 
orch on stage, weakened in stretch 
but good enough $17,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk.). Very 
droopy $5,000. Last week $12,000, 
way under hopes. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-45)— 
‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Yesterday’s 
Heroes’ (20th). So-so $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G) and 
‘Comin Round Mountain’ (Par), an- 
other disappointer at $5,300. 














‘Up in the Air’ on screen and Ozzie 
Nelson orch on stage. 





Extra strong lineup of product is 
helping matters all around here. No 
one outstanding spot, but al] hands 
are contributing to okay town total. 
Nice takes being chalked up by 
‘Spring Parade, at Keith’s, and 
‘Foreign Correspondent,’ at Loew’s 
Century. ‘He Stayed for Breakfast,’ 
at the combo Hipp, is not up to ex- 
pectations. Same reaction to ‘The 
Great Profile,” at the New, which 


may, however, pick up during the | 


week with house’s strong daytime 
femme patronage. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44) — ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
(UA). Attracting consistent play to 


Okay $10,000. Last week ‘Kit Car- 
son’ (UA), failed to catch on strong- 
ly at $6,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Stayed Break- 
fast’ (Col) plus’ vaude. 
fairish pace to $12,000. 
more. Last week ‘Men Against Sky’ 
(RKO), leaning entirely on p.a. of 
Glenn Miller, drew good $17,200, but 
not up to anticipated figure. Three 
free broadcasts in 3,500-seat Lyric 
no help to b.o. and blamed by man- 
agement for disappointing total take. 
Last year, Miller’s orch drew $19,200 
at this same house. 

Keith’s (Schanbergcr) (2,406; 15- 
28-33-39-44)—Spring Parade’ (WU), 
Hitting it off in robust style day and 
night and indicating solid $9,000. Last 
week ‘Coming Round Mountain’ 
(Par), poor $4,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Great Profile’ (20th). Not u 
to expectations at $5,000. May pic 
uv with week-day femme play at- 
tracted by this house in heart of 
downtown shopping area. Last week, 
second of ‘Brigham Young’ (20th), 
added $4,100 to rather nice opening 
round at $6,700. 


Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- | 


55)—‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) (2nd 


wk). Holding up in nice style at 
$6,000. First sesh drew very strong 
219 2nn 


Holding | 
Expected | 


Apollo is still looking around for 
|a policy. Brought in ‘Leopard Men’ 
| and ‘Rebellious Daughters,’ but i 
| didn’t look good enough to last the 
| week, so changed Sunday (30) to re- 
j}issues of ‘Lost Horizon’ and ‘Awful 
| Truth.’ 

| Whenever Loew’s gets a musical 
|and youth appeal in a picture, Joe 
| Halloran wears out a lot of shoe 
|leather dashing about town getting 
tieups. This week, in addition to his 
regular publicity, he got two ads 
and a window from the Pearson Mu- 
sic Co. in exchange for a Saturday 
morning show for 2,500 kids. Also 
| had a street ballyhoo on opening day 
| with life-size blowups of Mickey 
and Judy being carried around town. 
Had 1,000 heralds in Liberty maga- 
zine, a parade by the Newsboy’s 
Band and co-op ads avith downtown 
stores on hair-dos, sweaters and 
; shoes. 


~ 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Wallace) (1,100; 25-30-40) 
|}—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col), split. Fair $1,200. Last 
| week, ‘Captain Caution’ (UA), did 
| woeful $700, and was jerked after 
four days, replaced by ‘Leopard Men’ 
| (Select) and ‘Rebellious Daughters’ 
| (Indie), which was even sadder at 
| $600 for three days. 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U) and ‘Ar- 
'gentine Nights’ (U). Okay $7,100. 
|Last week, ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) 
‘and ‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par), sad 
, $3,600. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 

/40)—Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Men 
Against Sky’ (RKO). Satisfactory 
| $7,500. Last week, ‘Brigham Young’ 
| (20th) and ‘Chan Museum’ (20th), 
|okay $7,000. 
: Loew’s (Loew’s) (2.400; 25-30-40 )— 
| Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and ‘Secret 
| Seven (Col). Socko $13,000. Last 
| week, ‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Blondie 
| Servant’ (Col), good $8,200. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40) — 





| ‘Up in Air’ (Mono) and Ozzie Nelson ' 


|orch. A break-even at $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Leather Pushers’ (U) and 
Crorce Tecse)’s unit, fois ©1180 


land ‘Secret Seven’ > 
'tory second session indicates $6,500. | 66)—‘Dulcy’ (M-G) and Ken Mur-| 
Peppers’ | Tay, Carole Landis and Tito Guizar 


t/ (Col), held up for pretty $9,000. 


Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Howards Virginia’ (Col) (2d wk.) 
(Col). Satisfac- 
|Last week, with ‘West 

20th Century 
000; 30-40)—‘Tom Brown’ 
jand Blackstone onstage. 
| pace should bring nice $12,000. Last 
| week, ‘Ladies Live’ (WB) and Will 

Osborn orch, fairish $9,000. 


“Westerner,” $4,100, 
Best in Dull Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 1. 
‘The Westerner’ is getting the eye 
and the coin this week, topping a 
town not otherwise exciting. Lin- 
coln, where the Gary Cooper film is 


(Dipson-Basil) 
(RKO) 





housed, dropped prices this week in | 


the balcony after going all summer 
making no upper-lower floor distinc- 
| tions at the wicket. Shelf took a 15c 
| cut to 25c at night, which is going to 
make it a bit harder for the spot to 
| come in with a big gross. 

‘My Son, My Son’ is progressing 
mildly; the pairing of ‘Grand Old 
Opry’ and ‘Faces West’ is weak, and 
‘City for Conquest’ is taking it easy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (NTI-Monroe-Noble-Fed- 
erer) (750; 10-15)—‘Riders Nowhere’ 
(Mono) and ‘Saint Back’ (RKO), 
| split with ‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO) and 
‘Triple Justice’ (RKO). So-so $890. 
Last week, ‘Golden Trail’ (Mono) 
and ‘From Citv’ (RKO), split with 
‘Made Her Spy’ (RKO) an ‘Laugh- 
jing at Danger’ (Mono), ditto. 
| Lincoln (Paramount - Cooper) 
; (1,503; 10-25-40)—‘Westerner’ (UA). 
Doing very well, maybe $4,100, even 
with drop in balcony prices. Last 
| week, ‘Want Divorce’ (Par), not so 
good, $3,300. 





Nebraska (Paramount - Cooper) 
(1,236; 10-20-25)—'Stagecoach War’ 
Par) end ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ 
(RKO), split with ‘River’s End’ 
(WB) and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ 
(20th). Fair $1,900. Last week, 
‘Night Nights’ (Par) and ‘Divorce- 
ment «RKO), split with ‘Captain 





Even Grid Off in Mpls.; ‘Correspondent’ 
Good 86, But Brigham’ N.. $6,500 





Lady’ -G) and ‘Saint Over’ 
(RKO), light $2,000 
Stuart (Paramount ~« Cooper) 


(1,884; 10-35-40) — ‘City Conquest’ 
(WB). Not doing very well at $3,400. 
Last week, ‘Brigham Young’ (20th), 
disappointment at same figure. 
Variety (NTI + Noble - Federer) 
(1,000; 10-20425)—‘Faces West’ (Rep) 


and ‘Grand Opry’ (Rep). Only $1,3 ; 
poor, Last week, ‘Before ang 
{Col} and ‘Sued Libel’ (RKO), good 


Varsity (NTI + Noble - Federer) 
(1,100; 10-25-40)—My Son’ (UA), 
Doing average $3,000. Last week, 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col), did fairly 
well at $3,300. 


Name Vaude Ups 
Dulcy’ to $18,000 
In Blue Cleve. 


Cleveland, Oct. 1, 
(Best Exploitation: ip) 

Strange letdown in biz felt here, 
particularly during first two days of 
stanza. A few attributing it to fluc- 
tuating weather, but majority blam- 
ing it on blue reactions of town over 
Cleveland Indians’ losing crucial 
game to Detroft and chances of cop- 
ping the American.League pennant. 
Mid-week pickup is expected, never- 
theless, particularly by Palace, which 
has one of its season's strongest bills 
in ‘Dulcy,’ with Ken Murray, Tito 
Guizar and Carole Landis topping 
vaude. 

‘Howards of Virginia’ also man- 
aging to gei in a good score for Hipp 
as result of good campaign, library 
tieups and director Frank Lloyd's 
visit for preview. State's ‘Rhythm on 
River’ ig singing a bit offkey, but 
‘Boom Town,’ in third frame at 
Stillman, is still pulling big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col). Neat $3,000 
for shiftover from Hipp. Last week, 
bs aia (WB), third week, fine 








Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Girl God’s Country’ (Rep) and 
‘Gambling Seas’ (WB). Lots of ac- 
tion both on screen and b.o., going 
to swell $3,500. Last week, ‘Girl 
Havana’ (Rep) and ‘Ragtime Cow- 
boy . Joe’ (U), three days, mild 


$1,500. 
(3,700; 30-35-42- 


Hipp (Warner) 
55)—'Howards Virginia’ (Seb. Hold- 
surprisingly well; $13,000 





| 


| 


Improved | 





ing up 
promised. Last week, ‘Stayed 
Breakfast’ (Col), $9.000, so-so. 

Lake (Warner) (900; 28-40)—‘Pas- 
tor Hall’ (UA) (2d wk). Holding 
over, which is unusual for this type 
film in this area, and worth it at 
$1,200, after earning nice $3,000 last 
week. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-35-42-55- 


for three-star vaude puller. Excel- 


(3,. | lent $18,000 if mid-week spurt comes. 


Last week, ‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO) and 
Guy Lombardo’s orch, good $17,- 
000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Rhythm River’ (Par). 
music and not enough power: $10,- 
000 in sight after slow getaway. 
Last week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) on 
second shot at advanced prices, ter- 
rific $14,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1.972: 30-35-42- 


Minneapolis, Oct, }. 

Newest war developments are s: il 
another fly in the local boxoffice 
ointment, aggravating a situation be- 
lieved to have been made baa by 
political and conscription uncertajy- 
ties. However, ..ormal fall weathe; 
the football season’s premiere and a 
husky array of purse-prying at- 
tractions are improving conditions 
somewhat and business is far from 
hopeless, 


Washington-Minnesota footba)] 
game brought many weekend tran- 
sients here, livening up the loop. But 
even the traditionally sure-fire open- 
ing gridiron contest, with such a 
strong attraction this time as Wash- 
ington for the Gophers’ opponent, 
seems to have suffered from an at- 
tendance' standpoint, the 35.000 
crowd undoubted] being much 
smaller than would have been the 
case in more normal times. Same 
goes for screen Offerings. Most are 
pulling profitable trade, but not 
nearly to extent their merits war- 
rant, 

Two most important newcomers, 
‘Private Correspondent’ and ‘Brig- 
ham Young,’ at the Orpheum and 
State, respectively, are whiz bangs, 
copping reviewers’ and customers’ 
praise, and both will make respect- 
able showings. Two  hold-overs, 
‘Boom Town’ and ‘Ramparts We 
Watch,” have been giving a fine ac- 
count of themselves. After two 
smash weeks at the State the first- 
named has moved over to the Cen- 
tury for a third canto. ‘Ramparts’ 
held 'em out during its entirg first 
week at the Esquire and still is de- 
livering. 

‘Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Hirsch-Katz) (1,400; 20-44- 
55) ‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep) and 
(Continued on page 22) 


DIVORCE NICE 
$6,000 IN K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 1} 
Biz this week is centered at the 
Midland, with ‘Strike Up the Band’ 
the main reason. On other fronts it's 
mostly average, or thereabouts. 


Uptown and Esquire are creating 
some notice by oe ie up ‘Baptism 
of Fire’ angle of ‘Ramparts We 
Watch’ and likely to add to take by 
end of the week. ‘I Want a Divorce’ 
at the Newman on the usual single 

olicy is doing fairly, nice. Orpheum 
eon ht in Baer-Comiskey one- 
rounder to bolster its dual bil) for 
fair results, 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043); 10-28-44)— 
‘Ramparts Watch’ (RKO). Is being 
replayed here after previous date at 
Orpheum, but these giving more play 
to ‘Baptism of Fire’ sequence and 
getting fair $6,200, Last week, ‘Great 








| Profile’ (20th), okay $7,000. 


Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 





| 


| 
| 





55-66)—‘Boom Town’ «MeG). Smash- | 


ing along to $6,000 on hiked admish 
scale after pushover from 


state. | DAY 


—Strike Up Band’ (M-G) end 
‘Secret Seven’ (Col). Rooney-Gar- 
land duo surefire and b.o. vey 
healthy at $12,500. Last week, ‘How- 
ards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘West Pep- 


Too much | pers’ (Col), light $7,000. 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10-28- 
44)—‘Want Divorce’ (WB). Getting 


| satisfactory $6,600. Last week, ‘Sea 


Hawk’ nice 


$4,600. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—‘Money Woman’ (WB) and ‘Men 
sky’ (RKO), plus Baer-Comiskey 


(WB), second stanza, 


|Last week, ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G), | fight film added Saturday (28). Lots 


satisfactory $4,000. 


‘STRIKE UP BAND’ BIG 
$18,000 IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, Oct. 1. 
The main stem is on the upbeat 
for a change with the accent on 
‘Strike Up the Band,” at Loew’s 


State, and ‘Spring Parade,’ at RKO! 


Albee. ‘No Time for Comedy,’ at 
Majestic, also among the bigger 
ones. 


Ben Bernie’s band with Bert 
Wheeler on stage at Metropolitan for 
weekend trade not much on draw 
here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Men Sky’ 
(RKO). . Catching on nicely and 
pacing for strong $8,000, Last week, 
‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Tom 
Brown’ (RKO), fairish $5,000, 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and 
‘Cross Country Romance’ (RKO) 
(2d run). Okay at $3,500. Last week, 
a prcarespondent’ (UA) and 

olden eecing’ (M-G) (2 ) 
good $3,200. 7 





Fay’s (Indie) (9.000: 18-99)— 


| 
| 





;poor $4,000. 


of film, but only fair $6,000. Lest 
week, ‘Dance Girl’ (RKO) and “Tem 
Brown’ (RKO), lightweight $5,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)- 
‘Tear Gas Squad’ (WB) and Dusty 
Roades Orch. Fair $6,000. Last week, 
‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep) and vaude, mild 
$5,600. 





‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U) and ‘Tulsa 
Kid’ (Rep). Pulling self into feir 
$3,000 field. Last week, ‘Chan Wex 
(20th) and ‘Colorado’ (Rep), fait 
$3,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) and ‘Yes- 
terday’s Heroes’ (20th). Maintain- 
ing steady pace and promising nice 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Brigham Young 
(20th) and ‘Public Deb’ (20th), so-so 
$5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and ‘Dulcy 
(M-G). Looks like house has some- 
thing to strike up the band for with 
strong $18,000 practically in the bar. 
Last week, ‘Howards Virginia’ (Co!) 
and ‘Cross Country Romance’ (RKO. 
Okay $11,400. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Quarterback’ (Par) and ‘Ear! Puc- 
diestone’ (Rep). Limping along !! 
Last week, ‘Ranste*: 
Fortune’ (Par) and ‘Blondie Se:\: 
‘Col), fair $5,500. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 
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Plenty Philly Biz; Jessel- Kildare’ 
Good $23,200, ‘Westerner’ OK 166 


Philadelphia, Oct. . 
ix made their w-in this 
wn ond all are experiencing bet- 
ter-than-average success. Making the 
biggest splash is the ‘Strike Up the 
d,’ Rooney - Garland 
which is riding high in the current 
publie trend toward escapist fare. 
The Earle’s return to a vaudfilm 


starrer, | 


> 








iet after avstage famine since last | 


ber because of a squabble 

with the Musicians Union is on the 
pullish side with “Return of Dr. Kil- 
* gnd George Jessel’s unit. 
‘Duley’ and “The esterner’ are the 
other two making their debuts here 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)-— 
‘Duley’ (M-G). Doing lots better 
than average in this normal UA 
showcase with an even $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G), 


500. 
say hers (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Time Comedy’ (WB) (3d run). 
Still on black side of ledger with 
$4,000 after three weeks downtown. 
Last week, ‘Lucky Partners (RKO), 
okay $3,800 for second run. 


| 
Beyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 


ike Up Band’ (M-G). Music at 
he cash v egister with sock $20,000. 
Last _week’s take _ for 
Young’ (20th) pallid $12,700. pcR: 
Barle (WB)  (35-46-57-68 )— Kil- 
dare Home’ (M-G) with George Jes- 
sel unit. Initialer of stage show pol- 
icy is netting bright $23,200. Last 
week's finale for ‘Boom Town’ ( M-G) 
at 45-57-73 cent tariff was fair $11,709 
for six days of fourth week. 


Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-63)— 
‘City Conquest’ (WB) (2d_ wk). 
Round two of Cagney - Sheridan 


drama dropped sharply to $12,500, 
after bangup $20,000 at opening sesh. 
Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-65) 
—Howards Virginia’ (Col) (2d run). 
Just topping par at $4,200. Last 
week, first-run of ‘Private Affair 
U), poor $3,000. 
Keith's ws) (1,970; 35-46-57-68 Dene 
Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) (2d 
run). Right up in the chips with 
heavy $5,800. Last week, fine $5,700 
for second run of ‘Time Comedy 
(WB). 


| 
! 





! 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


' 
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Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) | 


—Westerner’ (UA). Getting okay 
$16,000, abetted somewhat by per- 
sonal appearance of Walter Brennan 
and Lillian Bond. Last week's seo 


ond ride for ‘Howards Virginia’ 
oor $10,000. 
Heaven (WB) (1,457; 45-57-73)— 


‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d run). Move- 
over from Earle at the same ad- 


vanced prices netting clicky $8.000. | 


Lait week, hefty 5,300 for five days 
of ‘Wyoming’ (M-G). 





DURBIN, $13,000, 
NIFTY IN CINCY 


+ (3.000; 





Cincinnati, Oct. 1. 
wn ie baseball blooey this week. 
Nafves and visitors who won't jam 
f@ Grosley Field for the Reds- 
igers world. series games played at 
end will be hugging radios, leav- 
ing cinemas empty during after- 


noons, Their yen for night amuse- 
meat leans to cafes during the 
series, 


the current releases, Deanna 
Durbin’s ‘Spring Parade,’ at the Al- 
ae, in front with a very good 


ark. Several lengths back is ‘For- | 
eign Correspondent,’ at Palace, but | 


okay. On the slow side is ‘Money 
and Woman,’ at Lyric, and ‘Haunted 

oneymoon,’ at Keith's. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50) — 
Spring Parade’ (U). 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Howards Vir- 
ginia’ (Col), okay $10,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. N.s.h. 


00. Last week, ‘Public Deb’ 
(20th), poor $3,000. 

family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28) — 
Secret Seven’ (Col) and ‘One 


Crowded Night’ (RKO), split with 
‘Ra time Cowboy Joe’ (U) and 
Golden Gloves’ (Par). Average 
$2,000. Ditto last week with ‘Pier 


13’ (20th) and ‘Grand Old Opry’ 
(Rep), divided with ‘Chan Wax’ 
( > and ‘Laughing Danger’ 
(Mono), 


urand (RKO) (1,439: 33-40-50)— 
No Time Comedy’ (WB) (3d wk). 
‘4 right $4,500. Last week (2d), 
nice $6,000. 

qymeith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). Slow 
(WB): Last week, ‘Flowing Gold’ 
), eight days, limp $3.300. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50) —/ (Par). 
)}. Very poor | opened house to good enough $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Lost Horizon’ | 


lone , 
$2,000" Woman’ (WB). 


$3.opp 2nd ‘Awful Truth’ (Col), mild 


prilace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50) — | (Col). 
(UA). Okay get good $5,500. 


Correspondent’ 


0.006" 


Very good: 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........... $1,655,700 
(Based on 27 cities, 179 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
| > & 
Total Gross Same Week 
Bee Rs os scuaawdus $1,655,700 
(Based on 27 cities, 179 theatres) 


Series Will Nick 
Det. B.0.'s; ‘Band’ 
Tuneful $15,000 




















Detroit, Oct. L 
With the Detroit Tigers going into 


‘Brigham the World Series this week, down- 


town picture houses figure to take 
it on the chin to a degree. Remem- 
bering five years ago when the base- 
ball team last copped a pennant, 
theatre men, while figuring it is a 
good civic hypo, look for a falling 
off in a baseball mad town, where 
the streets fill up with crowds doting 
on the results while another 60,000 
are packed in daily at the games. 

Some slight compensation is of- 
fered to what the theatres expect to 
lose during the Series in a freak ac- 
cident to Detroit’s Belle Isle, the 
famed park which in weather like 
the present pulls from 40,000 to 50,- 
000 daily. A broken water main has 
cut the park off from the public. 

United Artists, with ‘Strike Up the 
Band,’ looks to lead town with $15,- 
000, with the Michigan and Fox close 
behind. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Yes- 
terday’s Heroes’ (20th). Former 


picture was moved over after good 
week at Fox and expectations are for 
o.k. $5,000. Last week, ‘Brigham 
Young’ (20th) and ‘Peppers Trouble’ 
(Col), former also moved after solo 
at Fox, &me up with big $5,500. 
Fex (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (U). Under conditions 
will do alright with fair $13,000. 
| Last week, ‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) 
and ‘Pier 13’ (20th), good $16,000. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55)—“Man Wyoming’ (M-G) 
and ‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO). Looking 


for fair $13,000. Last week, ‘Strange 
Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare Home’ 
(M-G), on the strength of the earlier 
censorship here of ‘Cargo,’ soared to 


big $18,500. 
Palms - State (United Detroit) 
30-40-55) — ‘Strange Cargo’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G). 
On the strength of the big first week 


at Michigan, this bill was moved 
over intact and is counting on big 
|$10.000. Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ 


(WB) and ‘Ladies Live’ (WB), after 
big week at Michigan, garnered fine 
$9.800. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000: 30-40-55)—‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G) and ‘Cross Country Romance’ 
| (RKO). Looks for smash $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (5th 
wk), o.k. $7,000. 





‘Brigham’ Strong 
$5,500 in Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 1. 


‘Brigham Young’ is doing nicely | 


at the Paramount. Other new opener 
is ‘Spring Parade,’ getting a good 
play at the Broadway. 

The Orph@éum, now under man- 
agement of Hamrick - Evergreen, 
l|opened last week (25) 
' closed most of the summer. ‘Rangers 


of Fortune’ did okay as house’s 

| starter. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 


50)—‘Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Riv- 
er’s End’ (WB). 
$4.500. Last week, ‘Hired Wife’ (U) 
‘and ‘Money and Woman’ good 
| $4,900, moved to the Mayfair. 
| Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
| 35-40-50)—‘Hired Wife’ (U) and 
‘Money and Woman’ (WB). Average 
| $3,000. Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
‘closed fourth stanza to nice $2,200. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Rangers of For- 
itune’ (Par) and ‘Want Divorce 
Starting season in this re- 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
| (3.000; 35-40-50) — ‘Brigham Young’ 
| (20th) and ‘Blondie Servant Trouble 
Opened strong and likely to 
Last week, ‘Stayed 


$1 Last week, ‘Ci t’?|for Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Chan 
(WB), no dice at i soa” satiekcas | Bmecum’ (20th) ended a second week 
‘Cit wbert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— | for satisfactory $3,900. 

tr y Conquest’ (WB). ‘Transferred! United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 35- 
$2.0 Palace for second week. Poor 40-50)—Boom Town’ (M-G). Still 
( - Last week, ‘Argentine Nights’ | going strong in its third week to 
$450p ed up in last half to a swell |hearty $4,300. Last week, heavy 


| $5,000. 


after being | 


Bidding for oKay | 


Rooney-Garland- Band’ 
Great $9,500, Seattle 


Seattle, Oct. 1. 
Best Exploitation—Liberty 

Cooler weather and rain, which 
drove the Seattle-Los Angeles base- 
ball championship playoff (Pacific 
Coast League) to the southland, 
proved tonic for b.o. but not enough 
to shout about. Biz has gotten into 
the fall swing though. ‘Strike Up) 
Band’ is getting top customer atten- | 
tion at the Fifth. 

Best exploitation is for ‘Correspon- 





Heat and Competish Hold Down L.A.; 
‘Heaven Too’ Trim $18,500 in Runs; 





Broadway Grosses 





dent,’ with 20-24 sheets, week in ad- 
vance; 17,000 inserts in Liberty Mag- 
azine spot radio announcements | 
along newscasts on three leading sta- 
tions, taxicab signs, etc. 





Estimated Total Gross 
er $316,100 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Grosses Same Week 





Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 40-50-65 )—‘Boom Town’ (M-G). 
Fifth week in town, indicating okay 
$3,000, and may hold. Last week (30- | 
40) ‘Baptism by Fire’ (‘Ramparts We | 


Watch’) (RKO) (2d week, 5 days) 
$1,400. okay. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35)—‘Pago Pago’ (UA) and 
‘McGinty’ (Par) (2d run). Expect big 
$3,600. Last week, ‘Pride and Preju- 
dice’ (M-G) (2d run), $2,800, good. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Strike Up 
Band’ (M-G) Rooney-Garland pic 
paced at great $9,500, holding. Last 
week, (40-50-65) ‘Boom Town’ (M-G). 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). An- 
ticipating fine $9,000 and _ holding. 
Last week, ‘Earthbound’ (20th) and 
‘Girls of Road’ (Col), $4,200, okay. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Wyoming’ (M-G) | 
and ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G) (3d) 
week), nice at $2,900. Last week, 
swell $3,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Argentine Nights’ | 
(U) and ‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U), Look | 
to $5,500. Last week, ‘Haunted 
Honeymoon’ (M-G) and ‘Debutante | 
No. 1’ (M-G), bad $1,600 for three | 
days. 

Palemar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- | 
50) — ‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) plus 
vaude. Anticipated good $4,700. Last 
week, ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) no vaude 
(2d week), $4,300, good. 

Paramount . (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50)—‘Hired Wife’ (U) | 
and ‘Gay Caballero’ (20th). See fine | 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Brigham Young’ | 
(20th) didn’t jell, $5,200. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- | 
50)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). Moved over | 





Last week, (20-35) ‘Syracuse’ (U) 





Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- | SONS, arranged p.a. of various vocal- | two-a-day 


32)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) and ‘Those 


| (2d run), $1,800, slow. 
return for former, headed for okay 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’ 
(M-G) and ‘Adventure’ (20th), $1,750, 
fair. 


PARADE’ NICE 
$19,000 


Boston, Oct. 1. 

Film biz was slow on the upbeat 
this weekend after the doldrums of 
the Legion Convention, but pros- 
pects are fair. With such free talent 
as Rudy Vallee and Bill Robinson 
marching in the Legion parade last 
week, theatre managers found the 
going tough at the b.o. 

‘Spring Parade’ is topping the 
town this week, with ‘Foreign Cor- 
respondent’ and ‘Rangers of Fortune’ 
disappointing at the Orpheum-State 
and Metropolitan, respectively. 
Estimates for This Week 
Bosten (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
—‘Missing People’ (Mono) and ‘Ride, 
| Tenderfoot, Ride’ (Rep), dual, with 
Major Bowes’ unit, four days; and 








i‘Stayed for Breakfast’ (Col) and 
| ‘Slightly Tempted’ (U) (both 2nd 
i}run) ,dual, three days. Headed for 


about $9.500. okay. Last week ‘Dance 
Girl’ (RKO) with Jack Teagarden 
orch on stage, okay $15,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 
|55)—‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and ‘Girl 
| Havana’ (Rep). So-so $4,000 antici- 
| pated. Last week ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
‘and ‘Chan Wax’ (20th) (continued 
|run from two weeks at Met), good 
| $5,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
| 39-44-55)—Spring Parade’ (U) and 
| *Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th). Will 
take about $19,000 and win holdover. 
Last week ‘Hired Wife’ (U) and 
‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
$11,300, fair. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55 )—‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) and 
‘Quarterback’ (Par). Will turn in 
soft $15,000. Last week ‘Brigham 
Young’ (20th) and ‘Crowded Night’ 
(RKO), same. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) 
and ‘Peppers West’ (Col). Originally 
slated for two weeks, but will stay | 
only one and garne. about $14,000, | 
medium. Last week ‘Boom Towrn’ | 
(M-G) and ‘Lady Question’ (Col) , 
(2d wk), big $17,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
| 44-55) —‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and 





from Palomar, garnering big $2,800. | 


HUB SLOWS UP; 


(Based on 12 theatres) 


Garland-Rooney, 
9G, Spitalny, 8146 
Smash In L ville 


—————— - 


Lousville, Oct. 1. 
(Best Exploitation: Rialte) 
General outlook is plenty rosy for 





'downtown houses this week, with 


flock of visitors in town from Ken- 
tucky and Indiana to gander the 
many lectures, shows and events 
current for Kentuckiana Week, 
sponsored by the two local news- 
papers. Promotion is designed as a 
fall festival and is a great hypo to 
biz. With weather continuing pleas- 
ant, evenings cool and days sunny 


and warm, event should be outstand- 


ing success. 

wntown first-runs are strutting 
their stuff in line with general 
amusement activity. ‘Strike Up the 


| Band’ pacing for swell returns, as 


is Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orch at the 
Rialto stage. ‘No Time for Comedy’ 
also is a strong entry at Mary An- 
derson. 

Exploitation credits“ go to Rialto 
for an all-inclusive campaign on 
Spitalny. Femme band did its 
weekly radio stint Sunday (29) with 
1,000 invited guests. Manager John- 


and ‘Man Talked Too Much’ (WB) |son Musselman threw cocktail party | 


|for press and invited prominent per- 


|ists on local radio stations, as well 


~ Rooney-Garland Fi ine 266, ‘Gone’ Out 


Los Angeles, Oct. 1. 
(Best Exploitation: Chinese) 


Terrific weekend heat, plus Friday 
night and Saturday football games, 
opening of Cole’s circus and other 
counter-attractions putting a slight 
dent in local film biz. Grosses are 


fair to good, but nothing to get un- 
duly excited about. 


Warners brought ‘All This, and 
Heaven Too’ in for its regular pop- 
priced run and it looks headed for 
substantial $18,500 at the day—date 
Downtown and Hollywood. ‘Strike 
Up Band; the new Mickey Rooney- 
Judy Garland musical, is likewise 
good at the State-Chinese and 
$25,700 is in sight. 


‘Gone With Wind’ wound up its 
long Los Angeles runs (30) when it 
| finished eight weeks at the Hawaii. 
|‘Foreign Correspondent’ made its 
debut at Four Star auspiciously. 

Highlights of ‘Strike Up Band’ 
exploitation included use of two at- 
tractive.femme drum majors in fore- 
court of Chinese theatre, and congo 
contest at the Florentine Gardens, 
which was widely advertised over 
the air and in newspapers. Another 
contest which helped advertise the 
booking was one for best orchestra- 
tion of ‘Our Love Affair,’ theme 
song of the picture, in which leading 
bands on the radio participated. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 30- 
44-55)—‘Profile’ (20th) (2d wk.) and 
‘Fleecing’ (M-G). Brutal $1,000 and 
house goes dark, till Oct. 17, then 
‘Thief of Bagdad’ opens two-a-day. 
Last week, with ‘We Young’ (M-G), 
slim $2,000. 





Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-44-55-75) — ‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G). Opening day tried at tilted 


| prices, but no go so regular tariff 
|resumed. Biz jumping to fine $12,- 
000. Last week, ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) 
|and ‘Fleecing’ (M-G), very poor $6,- 
| 000. 
| Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
|—‘Heaven Too’ (WB). After so-so 
run at Carthay Circle, 
| opus brought back for regular priced 


Were Days’ (Par) (2d run). Quick |as tieups with local G. E. dealers, | first-run and on basis of early re- 


jewelry stores, etc. In addition, took | turns looks like nifty $10,000 on the 


| added news 
| half page a 





| Show. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Brown 
|‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and ‘Yester- 
| day’s Heroes’ (20th). After week at 
| Rialto, below expectations on move- 
lover. Probably light $1,600. Last 
| week, ‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Slightly 
| Tempted’ (U), average $1,800. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 
—Dalton’s Rode’ (Par) and ‘Manhat- 
tan Heartbeat’ (20th), split with 
‘Anne Windy Poplars’ (RKO) and 
‘Military Academy’ (Col). Catching 
|some of the many visitors in town 
and pacing for nice $1,500. Last 


and ‘Maryland’ 
$1,400. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and 
‘Secret Seven’ (Col). 
|Rooney-Judy Garland again wowing 
‘em. Kids pack a terrific b.o. wallop 
and biz is zooming to great $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) 
and ‘Peppers Trouble’ (Col), average 
$6,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
| 15-30-40)—No Time Comedy’ (WB). 
|Making splendid showing, aiming at 
fine $4,200. Last week, ‘Flowing 
Gold’ (WB), fair enough at $2,700. 

Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Public Deb’ (20th) and Phil 
Spitalny’s orch. Town has been bar- 
ren of vaude or stage shows for a 
long time, and this one is hitting the 
bull’s eye in real style. Should turn 
in bumper $8,500. Last week, ‘Want 
Divorce’ (Par) and ‘Yesterday’s 
Heroes’ (20th), okay $6,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40 )}—‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO) 
and ‘Leather Pushers’ (UV). Up 


(20th), pretty good 


against pretty potent opposish, but | 


getting fair enough returns in spite 
of the many counter attractions in 
towns. Aiming at $2,800. Last week, 
‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U) and ‘Argentine 
Night’ (U), on second week, medium 





$2,000. 
‘Girl Havana’ (Rep). N.s.h. $6,000 
|indicated. Last week ‘Sea Hawk’ 


(WB) and ‘Chan Wax’ (20th) (both 
|continued run from two weeks at 


Metropolitan), $8,400, good. 

Scolley (M&P) (2,538; 28-3)-44-50) 
—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Chan Wax’ 
(20th) (both continued run from Par 
and Fenway). Should hit $5,000, 
good. Last week ‘Public Deb’ (20th) 
and ‘Pago Pago’ (UA) (both 2d run), 
dual, $3,800. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)-— 
‘Foreign Corr ndent’ (UU) and 
‘Peppers West’ (Col). Around $9,000, 
fair. Last week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) 
and ‘Lady Question’ (Col), holdevers, 
$11,000, good. 


aper space, flashing a) stanza. 
Saturday night to ac-| edy’ 
quaint patrons with the live talent | 999. 


(Loew’s-Fourth Avenue)— 


15-25) | 


week, ‘Snow White’ (RKO) (reissue) | 


Mickey | 


Last week, ‘No Time Com- 
(WB), finished with okay $9,- 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 55-75) 
—Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). 
|Customary Hollywood preem and 
| substantial biz rest of week heading 
| for lucrative $8,400. New house rec- 
| ord set Sun. (29). Last week, ‘Pride 
| Prejudice’ (M-G) (6th-final wk.), 
| Crew $1,700 on six days. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 68c-$1.10- 
| $1.65) —‘Gone’ (M-G) (8th-final wk.). 
| Heavy campaign put on for final 
| stanza and on eight-day week end- 
|ing (30) opus jumped ahead of pre- 
| ceding stanza for neat $5,700. Sev- 
enth week ended just above $4.000. 

Hollywoed (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Looks like 
| $8,500 here. Last week, ‘Time 
| Comedy (WB), very good $10,000. 
| Orpheum (B’way) (2,200: 30-44-55) 
—‘South Karanga’ (U) and ‘Up Air’ 
| (Mono) and stage show. Not so hot 
| this week, but at $8,000 cannot kick. 
Last week, ‘Love, Honor’ (U) (lst 
and ‘Not Tough’ (U), with 
Henry Busse orch, excellent $11,000. 
, Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) (2d wk) 
and ‘Secret Seven’ (Col) dual. Co- 
lumbia comedy film holding fairly 
Strong on second stanza and will 
likely add another $6,500. First week 
with ‘Christian Meets Woman’ 
(RKO), okay $10,600. 

e Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) with 
‘Quarterback’ (Par), plus Cecil Wet- 
zel, who captured California kid- 
napper, added to stage show. Around 
$16,000, good, and holds three or four 
extra days. Last week, ‘Argentine 
Nights’ (Par) and holdover of ‘Want 
Divorce’ (Par), $13,000 as estimated. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)— 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) (2d wk) and 
‘Girls Road’ (Col). Will add another 
$6,800 after first week of ‘Breakfast’ 
|with ‘Christian Meets Woman’ 
| (RKO) brought okay $9,800. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414; 30-44- 
| 55-75)—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G). 
| Fine $13,700 in prospect. One-day 
attempt made to draw increased ad- 
missions, but effort failed and house 
went back to regular tariff. Last 
week, ‘Carson’ (UA) and ‘Fleecing’ 
(M-G), weak $9,500. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55 )—‘Carson’ (UA) and ‘Pride 
| Prejudice’ (M-G). Weak $2,700 on 
moveover. Last week, ‘Profile’ (20th) 
and ‘We Young’ (M-G), dismal 
$1,400. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
—Carson’ (UA) and ‘Pride Preju- 
dice’ (M-G). Just an ordinary $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Brigham Young’ (20th), 
on holdover, $3,500. 


run) 
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DULCY 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Ics 

Sere production, Stars Amn 1 

eatures Ian Hunter, Roland Young, Regi- 


nald Gardiner, Billie Burke, Lynne + 
san Dailey, Jr. Directed by 8S. Sylvon 
Kimon. Screenplay by Albert Mannheimer, 


Jerome Chodorov, Joseph A. Fields, based 
on play by George S. Kaufman and Mar 
Connelly: camera, Charies Lawton; editor, 
i ! ) full revi 1 at Westwoad 
Running time, 67 


Village, Sept. 26, ‘40. 

MINS 

NE es i ea a Ann Sothern 

Gordon Dal - : Ian Hunter 

Roger Forbes . ..-Roland Young 

Sohuyle Van Dy Reginald Gardiner 
Burke 


Ele:nor Forbes. aeeteneee suet 
Angela Forbes. a ..Lynne Carver 


Bill Ward..... .Dan Dailey, Jr. 


*‘Sneezy’..... caer .Donald Huie 
Homer Patterson........- ..Jonathan Hale 
po ee eee Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams 


Vincent Leach Hans Conried 


The blonde dumbbell, Dulcy, as 
created by George S. Kaufman and 
Mare Connelly in their play_of two 
decades ago, parades across the 
screen for the third time in a wacky 
and nonsensical interlude, that— 
despite its obvious texture and broad 
slapstick in many episodes—emerges 
eas an upper-bracket programmer. 

Third film running of the Kauf- 
man-Connelly piece gets moderniza- 
tion in the screenplay, although it 
retains essentials of both the title 


character and the basic play. Ann 
Sothern is an excellent choice for 


the title spot, competently handling | 


the assignment of the nitwit dame 
whose efforts to be helpful continu- 
aily backfire with disastrous results. 


| dictatorship. In 


events, the audience values, con- 


sciously or otherwise, cannot be dis- | 


counted. 

Pasternak dug into his script files 
for this remake of a picture he pro- 
duced for Universal in Budapest 
back in 1934. The Prince Charming- 
Cinderella tale is obviously trite. 
Only the Durbin personality and 
acting talents that equal her singing 
abilities, and a corking performance 
by S. Z. Sakall, save this one. The 
freshness and spontaneity exhibited 
by both Pasternak 
Henry Koster, in previous 
starrers, emerge in but 

| quences, 


Durbin 
few 


Story picks up Miss Durbin at a) 
county fair, where she buys a for-| 


tune card. Latter informs her (and 


*the audience) she will find an artist | 


in Vienna, and a powerful personage 
will insure her marriage and happi- 
ness. So she hayrides to the city, is 
befriended by kindly old baker, 
Sakall: and meets an army drummer, 
Robert Cummings, who turns out to 
be a composer. When army regula- 
tions prevent his writing, Miss Dur- 
| bin inserts a copy of one of his 
waltzes in a salt stick which goes to 
| the Emperor. 
at the incident, accepts the explana- 
tion of the girl, and winds up by 
being a kindly monarch who com- 
mands the girl to sing the number 
at a palace ball, with Cummings 
handling the accompaniment. 
| Tunes liberally sprinkled through- 
| out the running do much to over- 
come the inept story. ‘It’s Foolish 
| But It’s Fun’ is a sprightly tempoed 
| song by Robert Stolz and Gus Kahn. 
They also contribute ‘When April 


view of current 


and director | 


se-| 
| 


The latter is amused | 


Miniature Reviews 





‘Duley’ (M-G). Third remake 
finds ‘Dulcy’ still good entertain- 
ment. 

‘Spring Parade’ (U). Deanna 
Durbin and songs carry burden 
but below prospects of previous 
Durbin starrers. 

‘The Quarterback’ (Par). Foot- 
ball picture to catch juve at- 
tention as dual supporter. 

‘I'm Still Alive’ (RKO). Pretty 
good little picture. 

‘Cherokee Strip’ (Par). Richard 
Dix in program western with fa- 
miliar quick shooting and fast 
riding. 

‘Charlie Chan at the Wax Mu- 
seum (20th). Finale of the series 


about the Earl Derr Biggers 
sleuth; below-par. 
‘Before I Hang’ (Col). Karloff 


shocker, good for its kind. 

‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe’ (U). 
Johnny Mack Brown and Fuzzy 
Knight in a rousing sagebrush 
saga. 


‘Young Bill Hickek’ (Rep). 
Mild westerner for the duals. 

‘Am I Guilty?’ (Sup). Top- 
notch all-Negro film. 

‘Girl in the News’ (Metro- 
British). Murder thriller whose 


cast should help it for British 
markets particularly. 


‘My Irish Molly’ (Indie). Maureen 





Story details a crazy weekend at a! Sings’ and ‘Waltzing in the Clouds,’ | O'Hara, Tom Burke and Phillip Reed 


mountain cabin. 
comes romantic with inventor Ian 
Hunter, who has developed a new 
carburetor for airplane motors. She 
persuades brother Dan Dailey, Jr. 
to invite latter’s girl friend and 
family to the mountain resort—hav- 


ing an eye on father Roland Young |} 


as prospective buyer for the patent. 
Before nonsensical byplay subsides, 
Reginald Gardiner drops in on a 
plane with capitalistic hallucinations. 
And despite Miss Sothern’s constant 
meddling, Young finally emerges 


with an option to the rights to Hun- | 


ter’s brainchild. 

Picture, with its combination of 
wacky and slapstick situations, will 
meter sufficient laughs to get over 
nicely with regular audiences. Lack 
of story substance will be easily 
overlooked in the unwinding. 

Aiding Miss Sothern in spreading 
the laugh lines are Hunter, Young, 
Gardiner and Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Wil- 
liams. 
supporting role that never gets go- 
ing, while Lynne Carver and Dailey, 
Jr. carry secondary romantic inter- 
est. 

S. Sylvan Simon maintains a con- 
sistently fast pace in direction, neatly 
admixing the dramatic and comedy 
passages for a good blending of pro- 
gram entertainment. Wild speedboat 
episode on the lake, although an 
oldie from the two-reelers, is new 
enough for feature utilization to get 
its share of laughs. Walt. 


SPRING PARADE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 25. 
Universal release of Joseph 
voduction. Stars Deanna Durbin; features 


Robert Cummings, Mischa Auer, Henry 
Ktephenson, Anne Gwynne, S. Z. Sakall, 
Samuel S. Hinds, Butch and Buddy. Di- 


Henry Koster. Screenplay by 
and Felix Jackson; origi- 
Marischka; camera, Joseph 
Bernard Burton; asst. 
director, Frank Shaw; dances, Jarry 
Beballos: music by Robert Stolz 
Salter, lyrics by Gus Kahn; 


rected by 
Bruce Manning 
nal by Ernst 

Valentine; editor, 


Billie Burke has a minor tine’s photography being of outstand- | 


Sound recording of the) 


Pasternak | 


aud Hans | 
ararngements, | 


that gives it the best chance for pop 
| attention. ‘Blue Danube Dream,’ by 
| Hans Salter and Kahn, may catch on 
moderately. 
| Miss Durbin delivers her songs 
with customary enthusiasm and vocal 
/excellence. Her naturalness and 
| ease in carrying through her por- 
| trayal is again demenstrated in the 
| story passages. S. Z. Sakall com- 
| mands attention with his important 
| contribution as the portly baker; 
Mischa Auer is on for substantial 
comedy in the early reels, and” then 
| fades out. Cummings is okay as the 
romantic lead, while Butch and 
| Buddy appear for usual antics in 
' the bakery. Anne Gwynne is good 
as a golddigger, pursuing the titled 
| Allyn Joslyn, Henry Stephenson’s 
characterization of the Emperor 
makes the latter decidedly human. 
Film is provided with class A 
mounting throughout, Joseph Valen- 


i 


| ing merit. 

| musical numbers, and musical direc- 

| tion by Charles Previn are topnotch. 
Walt. 


THE QUARTERBACK 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
release of Anthony Veiller 
Features Wayne Morris, Vir- 


Paramount 
| production, 


| ginia Dale, Lillian Cornell. Directed by 
| H. Bruce Humberstone. Original by Rob- 
| ert Pirosh; camera, Leo ‘Tovar; editor, 
Alma Macrorie; music, Jack ‘Lawrence, 
| Paul Mann, Stephen Weiss, Frank Loesser, 
| Matty Malneck; asst. director, Johnny 
| Coonan Preyiewed at Westwood Village, 
| Sept. 25 .'40 Running time, 71 MINS, 
jimmy Jones? 
| Bill Jones ee «+e. Wayne Morris | 
OO” ae Sear er Virginia Dale 
|) ee Lillian Cornell 
Pops’, Edgar Kennedy 
Professor Hobbs : Alan Mowbray 
‘Townley .. Jerome Cowan 
ER Rod Cameron 


Cc ach... arate ab , William Frawley 
{ ym er .. Walter Catlett 
Slats’ Finney -Frank Burke 


This is Paramount's contribution 


Miss Sothern be- jatter carries a good waltz melody! in melodious meller of Ireland. fair 


for arty cinema. 


I’M STILL ALIVE 


RKO release of Frederic Ullman, 
Production. Features Kent Taylor, 
Hayes, Directed by Irving Reis. Story 
|; and adaptation, Edmund North; editor, 
Theron Warth; photography, J. Roy Hunt, 
| Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Sept. 








JP. 
Linda 





25, '40. Running time, 72 MINS, 

i eR er ee Kent Taylor 
SAOR, TRAP 0 05 0c ccceessceces Linda Hayes 
| ee. Carre Howard da Silva 
Lo ek an Ralph Morgan 
a. See Don Dillaway 


| Directors....... ieadeeseceun {Clay Clement 
| | Fred Niblo 
| In all modesty designed for a mar- 
ket that requires B’s, ‘I’m Still Alive’ 
is a romantic programmer that de- 
serves—and no doubt will receive— 
|a better than average number of 
bookings even if the majority may 
place it on the books as the flat 
rental half of double bills. 
The picture is the second direc- 
| torial effort of young Irving Reis, 
| who climbed part way up the ladder 
|on the Columbia (CBS) Workshop. 
| His first for RKO was ‘One Crowded 
| Night,’ also a low-budgeter. Kent 
| Taylor and Linda Hayes are the big- 
| gest names found in the credits for 
| the boxoffice, the latter comparative- 
|ly new. She is a product of the 
| Jesse L. Lasky radio promotional 
gag, and, given the proper material, 
|is liable to make tracks that can be 
| seen, She is somewhat on the Garbo 
| side, photographs excellently and 
| speaks her lines well. Romantically, 
| Miss Hayes is a birdie, but in ‘I’m 
Still Alive’ she doesn’t shoot par at 
all times because the story makes 
her a little unsympathetic, though it 
turns her conveniently and surpris- 
ingly from a spitfire to a nice little 
| lady. 


Edmund North’s yarn also makes | 


Taylor the kind of a guy audiences 
| will not weep over because of his 
|absurd and mad desire to continue 
being a stunt min against his wife’s 


mas les, previo, | Freviows at pansaees, to the fall gridiron season. Not too | wishes. Story deals with the stunter, 
flonka Tolnay.......ssceses Deanna Durbin | Important on the entertainment | bo nag, year Pind ties’ fon gn 
Harry Marten............ Robert Cummings | .; = ; . . whom e marries after ey ave 
Harry ; | side, picture wi ¢ . : 
The Peasant.....+.+...0++ -+-Mischa Auer ° perrure \ ll fill in as dual sup |had pancakes together at an un- 
Zao BURGATER. «00.00 +554. awe eo porter aimed for the younger trade. | scheduled breakfast which follows 
The Kids.<.... Bere "Butch & Buddy | Picture has trouble in establish- | the man’s arrival to make an apol- 
sudwaiter..... sesescovee Walter Catlett | + é ee : | Ogy. i i 
— nee aan Geena ing W hether it is a direct comedy or A mate cd _ 
Tors : seeeeeeeees 2 — as ‘rta ~ 
Count Bormdork.....sccniccnccecd Allyn Joslyn |a satiric< ar . i . ‘ 
Irene.. rie .... Peggy isagam . cal farce a college football. ment, the story itself 1S none too rich 
ee eee Reginald Denny It swings both ways during the un- | in,vitamin nor is the dialog by North 
e¢ . ‘ R1i -"angbo . : ; | , oft t -—- 
Wiedelmeyer.. unk in a porn reeling, and never lights in one par- above the ordinary. 
ow i pala pe “Wade fotsler | ticular spot | Cast includes Howard da Silva, a 
Von Zimmer! .Samuel 8S. Hinds M. i : , stunt-man who's agreeable; Ralph 
peas th Story treats with the experiences | Morgan, playing a producer with 
In seven pictures turned out in of twins —one a student aiming for | more than the customary polish, and 
four years, Universal and producer * professorship, and the other a | Don Dillaway, another stunter. Dilla- 
Joseph Pasternak have established good-for-nothing who is a wiz at|Wway could improve by being more 
Deanna Durbin as the typical Ameri- football. In order to continue his | natural. Char. 
can girl. In maintaining that line “JUCAation, the bookworm gets an per 


and policy, Miss Durbin clicked in 


each successive picture for sub- of his brother's gridiron exploits. 
stantial and consistent b.o. rat- The girl involved is courted by both 
ing and returns. Pretty, charm- Youths, and much footage of regu- 
ing, personable and _ vivacious— lation football games is incorpor- 
and displaying vocal abilities of ated. Naturally, the wayward | 
unusual calibre—the sub-deb star is brother returns in time to win the 
mirrored in the minds of audiences, >i game in the nick of time and 


athletic scholarship on the strength 


CHEROKEE STRIP 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

ase of Harry Sherman pro- 
luction SSO producer, Joseph W. Ene 
gel, Stars Richard Dix; features Florence 
Rice, William MIienry, Victor Jory, Andy 
Clyde, George E. Stone, Morris 1 
Directed by Lesley Selander. 

by Norman llouston and 


Paramount rel 


ate 


Screenplay 
Bernard McCon- 


Ankrum, | 


| from Texas involving the families of ; subversive microbes in his 


‘the marshal and gang leader, 


Establishing these factors in the a fiend who loves to st 


opening footage, it’s only a question 

of what procedure and the amount of 
‘time will be allocated in disbafiding 

the outlaws and making Goliath a 
‘safe place to live in. : 

In unfolding the typical frontier 
shoot-em-up tale, ‘Cherokee Strip’ 
does not deviate from regulation 
formula. Richard Dix stalks fear- 
llessly around the country and town, 
|riding and shooting to finally over- 
power the gang. But it takes 84 
minutes to tell the story—about a 
reel too much in this instance. 
| With Dix starring and _ rating 
/marquee draw in the family and 
| action houses that go for better-than- 
; usual program westerns, ‘Cherokee 
| Strip’ will satisfy in those spots. Pic- 
|ture’s story is both too trite and filled 
with obviously overwritten dialog on 
the meller side, to give it much 
chance for dual supporter in the first 
runs. 

Arriving in Goliath, Dix is con- 
fronted with Victor Jory, leader of 
the gang who uses the town bank as 
a blind for his villainy. It takes little 
time for Dix to ferret out the outlaw 
setup, which includes cattle rustling, 
bank robberies, stage holdups and 
other brands of lawbreaking. A good 
old-fashioned pitched gun battle in 
the streets—with Dix’s pals coming 
up from Texas to give him a hand— 
serves as the bullet-whistling climax. 

Dix forcefully handles the assign- 
ment of the town marshal, aided by 
sidekick Andy Clyde, who delivers 
some mildly amusing comedy along 
the way. George E. Stone is pro- 
'prietor of the general store, remi- 
niscent of his character in ‘Cimarron.’ 
Victor Jory makes an ideal heavy; 
while Florence Rice is okay as love 
interest that must find its way into a 
i western. Others in the cast include 
Morris Ankrum, Douglas Fowley, 
Charles Trowbridge and William 
Henry. 

Lesley Selander directs to secure 
ample amount of hard riding and 
shooting footage, while western 
backgrounds are excellently photo- 
graphed by Russell Harlan. Walt. 


Museum 


20th Century-Fox release of Walter Moe 
rosco and Ralph Dietrich production Fea- 
tures Sidney Toler, Sen Yung, C. 
Gordon, Mare Lawrence, Joan Valerie, 
Marguerite Chapman, Ted Osborn. Di- 
rected by Lynn Shores. Original screen- 
| Play, John Larkin: camera, Virgil Miller; 
editor, James B. Clark; music, Emil New- 
man. At Rialio, N. Y., Sept. 27, "40. Rune 
ning time, 63 MINS, 
FAA COMB 5s 5.0 e06seneevees 
| Jimmy Chan....... eT: s 
ene ee ..(. Henry Gordon 
Steve McBirney..... .Mare Lawrence 
et NO << 50% 0 cb s.5'8 05 ...Joan Valerie 
Mary Bolton...........Marguerite Ghapman 
Tom Agnew...... icaveame us Ted Osborn 
Dr. Otto von Broom........Michael Visaroff 
a eee ... Hilda Vaughn 
Willie Fern...... Charles Wagenheim 
Carter Lane..... .. Archie Twitchell 
Grenock.. rere -Edward Marr 
Inspector Matthews Joe King 
OS Pree eee Goodwin 











.Sidney Toler 


As a horrible example of what can 
'ultimately happen to series pictures 
lif they’re continued indefinitely, 





|‘Charlie Chan at the Wax Museum’ | 


(has a certain interest. But it has 
| little other value. If, as reported, 
this is the last of the series. it’s 
neither surprising nor regrettable. 
For the picture is a feeble effort 
which should get playing time only 
| On the strength of its probable series 
audience, 

| Nothing much to be said for the 
| story, except that it follows the ob- 
| vious slant indicated in the title. 


| 


|There’s a hodge-podge of action in} 


| the wax museum as the pigeon-Eng- 
'lish hero (what ever happened to 
| that amusing dialog that Earl Derr 
Biggers originally created for the 
| character?) strolls calmly among vil- 
|lainous facial surgeons and their 
;molls, escaped murderers, imbecile 
janitors, avenging widows, suspicious 
|lawyers, radio announcers and en- 
| gineers and a pulp mag version of a 
girl reporter. There are wax figures 
| all over the place and before long 
even the scripters seem to have been 
|unable to distinguish between them 
|and the real characters, or between 


| their scenario and the remnants of 
plot lying around a cutting room 
floor. It’s all flimsy, muddled. absurd 


and never for an instant believable. 
But frequently it’s just preposterous 
| enough to be amusing. 

Sidney Toler repeats his standard 
portrayal of Chan, while C. Henry 
Gordon and Mare Lawrence give 
their customary villain performances. 
The others vary from passable to 
painfully inept. Direction and pro- 


Charlie Chan at the Wax. 


Henry | 


old and young, as the daughter, sis- OUtwit gamblers who figured every- 
ter, sweetheart or close friend that thing was tied up to their advan- 
everyone would like to have. In_ tage. . 
‘Spring Parade,’ producer Pasternak | Wayne Morris _handles the dual 
tends to destroy this illusion by go- | TOle, with Virginia Dale as the ro- 
ing oft on a new tangent projecting mantic interest. Edgar Kennedy 
her into the role of a peasant girl Supplies plenty of broad comedy as 
in a Vienna background. The re- the operator of the campus jigger 
sult is way under par compared to, shop who continually burns trying 
previous Durbin starrers. to manipulate the twins in and out 
With the potent Durbin name for of classes and games. Lillian Cor- 
marquee dressing, picture will hit nell sings two songs as a night club 
profitable biz in keys and subse- warbler, ‘Sentimental Me,’ and ‘Out 
quents. However, it will not meas-| With Your Chest, In With Your 
ure up to biz of her other films. Two | Chin.’ Alan Mowbray is an absent- 
factors militate against the b.o. side. minded prof; Jerome Cowan is the 
First is transition of the star from gambler; William Frawley, the 
her American girl groove; but more coach, and Frank Burke a fresh- 
important will likely be audience re- | man. 
action against the display of pre-war| Despite the lightweight yarn, H. 
Viennese epee and the grim con-| Bruce Humberstone directs at a fast 
sciousness of what has actually hap-! pace, and gets some new formations 


pened to the people and country in and gags in the football sequences. 
Walt. 


recent years under the iron fist of ' 














| duction are routine. befitting the in- | 


° ( . 
jturn him from a kindly oan ee 
1d ra 
| opposition, whether rea] or ee 
‘Before I Hang’ is a nifty title and 
| the film is well-geared to b.o, in th 
action districts, patronized by youn ~ 
sters and elders who spend for ths 
| kind of thriller. * 
| Karloff is a mercy killer as 
‘story begins, sentenced to | 
| Edward Van Sloan, the prison 
tor, becomes interested jn 
theories that old age is a disease 
and can be cured just as any other 
and persuades the warden to allow 
|him to work out his experiments 
| while waiting for the neck-stretch. 
‘ing. By using the blood of a con. 
firmed killer to make up his serum 
and using himself as the guinea pig 
for the arrangement, Karloff gets 
|two things immediately—a reprieve 
| as he’s going to the gallows, and a 
‘desire to kill inherited from the 
|murderer’s blood in his veins. In 
| order, he kills the prison doctor, a 
,corridor-sweeping trusty, a great 
| pianist, and a politician. The first 
‘two appear to have been the result 
'Of an attack by the trusty, and for 
| his supposed heroism, Karloff wing 

| freedom. 

There's not much room in the film 
for anyone save Karloff, who lum- 
bers about amongst an array of 
bubbling gadgets, fiddles with hypo- 
dermics the first half, and then goes 
calling with murder his purpose dur. 
ing the last half. Evelyn Keyes, his 
daughter, is alternately between 
weeps and horror, and Bruce Ben- 
nett (mee Herman Brix), is so in- 
active he merely stands in while the 
eamera’s running. Edward Van 
Sloan, who is as much at home in 
the horror school as Karloff, does 
nicely as the prison medic, and Pedro 
de Cordoba’s piano fakery is - 

rt. 


the 
hang, 
doc. 

hig 





Ragtime Cowboy Joe 
(WITH SONGS) 


Universal production and release. Fee 
tures John Mack Brown. Directed by Ray 
Taylor. Original screenplay, Sherman 
Lowe; songs, Milton Rosen, Everett Carter, 
Bob Crawford; musical director, H. J. hae 

au 





ter; camera, Jerome Ash; editor, 
Landres, At Central, N. Y., Sept. 25, '40; 
dual. Running time, 68 MINS. 
BtOVS.cccccccccecesceses? John Mack Brown 
SOO. ccsecvcese cenccasweeetenas Fuzzy Knight 
TREO. co cededneseeseeeeoorecsers Nell O’ Day 
Pheccihsnnosarees abeeseeeee .. Dick Curtis 
Rae cn cach otseseeuse dees caemeenee Merrick 
| Virgil ccccccccccvccsescess Walter Soderling 
Watt, cocccsstenseess ere .. Roy Bancroft 
Aero Tee Harry ‘Tenbrook 
Cabaret Singer...--e.-ee++ ...-Vyola Vonn 
Despite some apparent script un- 


certainty, ‘Ragime Cowboy Joe keeps 

/'moving with frequent gun battles, 
\fistie brawls and hard riding, so it 
holds interest much of the way. Pic- 
ture also has distinct characters, 1S 
well cast and, while some of the plot 
isn’t sufficiently explained, it has 
listenable musical numbers which 
are cleverly worked in so as not to 
retard the story. Opus will do for 
the neighborhood multiples, which is 
its obvious aim. 

John Mack Brown, the ex-foot- 
baller who used to work in Class A 
features before he shed the head- 
aches for acting in cactus operas, 1S 
the he-man investigator who comes 
to the prairie hamlet to sleuth the 
| cattle-rustling and land-grabbing of 
a gang of murderous’ varmints. 
Scripter has seemingly had trouble 
deciding on which of two beeootiful 
gals Our Hero would bestow his un- 
dying affection. That would appear 
to be a weakness in the picture, but 
it isn’t too serious, for Brown is 
pretty thoroughly in the clutches of 
one of the tremulous maidens at the 
finale. 

Instead of depending on stock cow- 
boy harmony, the film uses original 
songs and, by introducing a little 
comedy and keeping the camera 
moving, has avoided the usual static 
effect of the story. One number, 
‘Ooh La La,’ in one of those typical 
frontier dives which probably never 
really existed in real life, is sung ef- 
fectively by Vyola Vonn. Other 
tunes are ‘Cross-Eyed-Kate’ and 
‘Trail Drivers.’ 

Fuzzy Knight is again a befuddled 
cowhand, Nell O’Day is decorative 
and impressive as a victimized ranch 
Owner, and Marilyn Merrick is ap- 
pealing as the pretty secretary who 
is about to get her man at the fade- 
out. Dick Curtis is a properly de- 
spicable villain, and the others gallop 
through the picture with convincing 
gusto, Couple of the slug-battles are 
Dips. Hobe. 


YOUNG BILL HICKOK 


(WITH SONGS) 
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et OS rene Andy Clyde production. Stars Boris Karloff; features | Bill HickoKk..............cee000- Roy Rogers 
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oe = . eae! ped at to } Dis > og FARIS Treen teen ees eee ~oe Standards, could lilt a tune with an 
ver where is predecessors | i orney +ereeeeeees Robert Fiske : oe k 
5 ro ’ gaara +.++eee+Kenneth MacDonald abandon equal to his ability to coc 
the atiahonnne On ee NDIA 6 ¢.0'bs0-3.0d'ek ssc bedan Frank Richards a six-shooter, In ‘Young Bill Hickok 
neight outlaws. : | cinematic convenience alternately 
| $e ie inw-and-order duties, there’s a| Boris Karloff is turned loose again | permits Roy Rogers, in the title pat, 
‘y shootin’ feud carrying over!in this picture with foreign and | (Continued on page 25) 
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H'wood Influence a Long-Distance 
Affair in Argentina's Film Upturn; 
End of US. Duals Would Aid Prod. 








By RAY JOSEPHS 
Buenos Aires, Oct. 1. 

Quickest way to start a row down 
here—there are as many hecklers as 
orchid tossers—is to ask about 
South American films, Divergence 
of opinion runs from profanity to 
praise, with all the stops enroute. 
Chances of going dizzy trying to ar- 
rive at an impartial estimate are 
i. years ago Argentina’s film biz 
was practically non-existent. <A 
few indies would rope together a 
group of actors, set up a few lights 
and with the help of a little luck, a 
prayer and an enterprising camera- 
man, grind out something that was 
supposed to be a motion picture. 
Such methods were all right for a 
time. Even when talkers came, the 
novelty of Spanish-language films 
brought audiences whose presence 
was sometimes unwarranted by any- 
thing else but a desire to hear their 
own lingo on the screen. 

But the novelty didn’t last, and, 
besides, there was increasing com-* 
petish from Madrid and Mexico 
City. In the last three years, how- 
ever, things have picked up. Pro- 
duction is steady. Block booking is 
the rule. And stars and directors 
have achieved a status whic com- 
mands increasing respect, not only 
from the public but from the banks 
which have been pretty shy about 
stacking up pesos. Laboratories are 
being developed; more and more be- 
ing spent on bigger and better pix. 

Welcome Help 

Current tendency is to welcome 
help from outside rather than dis- 
courage it. The Hollywood influence 





is present, but it’s mostly a long- 


distance affair for there are few | 
California-trained picture people | 
who speak Spanish. The task of | 


purely technical men is less diffi- 
cult, but the field is still wide open 
to those with the qualifications and | 
willing to take a chance. 

Most local film people hope for aj 
law, promised by President Roberto 
M. Ortiz before illness took him away | 
from active duty at the Casa Rosada | 
(Pink, not White, House here), which 
would require showing of a certain | 
proportion of Argentine films on 
every bill. Such a measure, passed in | 
England to encourage the appetite for 
British screen fare there, was a real | 
boost to the latter’s industry, they | 
point out. 

Another hoped-for sign is the grow- 
ing trend toward eliminating double | 
bills in the States. Should there be | 
fewer films, producers here feel the | 
South American product would have 
a greater chance, First-run houses in 


| 


| 


South America all show doubles. | 
Second-run places invariably use 
triples. As you move down the scale 


to the nabes four, and even five, pix 
are not at all unusual. A number of 
houses in Buenos Aires give the 
works for 40 centavos, which is less 
than a dime in U.S. cash. In Chile, 
Bolivia, Colombia and other poorer 
countries, the prices are far lower. 
Need Banks’ Aid 

South American films — which 
means Argentine films, for there’s 
little production anywhere else—| 
need more cash from the banks. | 
Most concerns are individual outfits J 
or limited partnerships, usually in 
the process of reorganization. There | 
are few stock companies. Has its 
advantages in centralizing control | 
but there are plenty of drawbacks re- | 
Zardless. 

Distribution is another big head- 
ache. For a long time picture com- 
panies have envied the way Holly- 
wood was able to rake in a neat 
Profit from foreign markets. Ar- | 
8entine films, while they get a cer-| 
tain showing in the rest of South and 
Central America, need the kind of 
rganization the U. S. outfits have. 





} 


a that means branches every-| 
4 fre. Hopefully, a number of pro- | 
ucers h 


. ere suggested to this corre- | 
Pondent another tieup with com- 
Panies from the States. 


Since " Tried at one | 
we ®, it failed. Present suggestions | 
ve met with little success. | 


Sounded on th 
said they'd o 
themselves, 
powever, comes the reminder. sup- | 
© fewer B’s are made in Holly- 
thaw? agp there be a chance) 
' ® which managers -here 


answer: « - ; 
t Wer: “That's for the home offices 
® décide.’ 


ZW lo 


e idea by Variety most | 
nly be competing with | 


al names have enough b.o. 


| Spout in Times Square. 
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| but because the 


| with a general 
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Argentine Lifts Nix 


On American Films. during the latter part of June. 





Temporary suspension of import 
licenses for U. S. merchandise, 
which included films, 
Argentine a few weeks ago has been 
lifted. 


Picture companies in N. Y. claim 
that the temporary suspension did 
not halt any shipping of product to 
Argentine. 


DUAL POLICY IN 
MEX. MAY END 


Mexico City, Oct. 1. 
Exhibitors see double billing soon 
going the way of the dodo through- 
out Mexico because of the increasing 
prospect of further drops in Holly- 
wood and European output, owing 
to’ the war, little chance of home 
production picking up to the extent 
of meeting the demand, and general 
jittery conditions in this republic. 
Exhibitors are holding off 1941 
bookings. They want to see what will 
happen Dec. 1 when the new presi- 
dent is slated to take charge. 








— $$$» <a 


draw outside of Argentina to make 
much. A central distrib organiza- 
tion or a tieup with U. S. publicity 
methods, etc., would develop the 
market. Differences in Argentine 
Spanish and, say, Mexican Spanish 
are no greater than that between a 
southern drawl and the gab they 
So far there 
are no governmental restrictions on 
between 
cultivation of markets either, 
in Chile and Uruguay. 
naturally out because they speak 
Portuguese there. Usually a print 
is sent to a distrib and if it clicks 
they make a deal. 


Look to States 


Local producers also figure they 
may some day get some sort of mar- 
ket in the States—not only for the 
entertainment value of the product, 
increasing interest 
of the States in South America 
should create an audience interested 
in the country, language, customs, 
etc. Market in Spain, whose picture- 
making was cut by the civil war, has 
been growing, but the rest of 
Europe is a closed affair. Spanish- 
language pix made in the States are 
generally not popular here and few 
have come down of late. 

Argentine films are still more an 
individual enterprise than anything 
else. On the lot the director is the 
boss with little interference—or as- 
sistance—from higher ups. Average 
shooting time is 40 to 45 days with 
30 days or so of preparation. Aver- 
age budget is $150,000 in pesos, or 
less than $40,000 North American 
dollars. 
and the 
limited, the job 

cult. 
like the 


except 
Brazil is 


number of 
is even more dif- 
old-style Hollywood shoe- 
stringer, was strong here. Most of 
them were unable to keep going. 
Only one star, comic Luis Sandrini, 
tried his own venture. Five or six 
companies now dominate the field. 

Another big gap in local produc- 
tion is the lack of yarns 
for filming. Few stories are adapted 
from books or plays. Originals are 
the custom. Some directors prefer 


to write their own scripts and a few | 


to the stunt of starting 
idea and then im- 
provising dialog and action as they 
go along. One has a rep of being 
able to make a pix with two bucks 
and a wall. How to get screen- 
minded writers, trained for the job, 
is still a big unsolved problem. 
Custom or having some of the critics 
@rite stories doesn’t help much. Re- 
strictions on material are few, but 
the financial angle and the desire to 
insure returns on the investment has 
meant that most pix are pure enter- 
tainment. not social preachments 
which may or may not click. 

Emphasis is on musicals, and musi- 
French 
S. type 
. Slr 


taboo } 


still cling 


cals mean plenty of tangos. 
jazz is accepted, but the U. 


of swing is strict! 


made by | 


countries. No | 


Because studios are small | 
sound stages | 


At one time indie producers, | 


suitable | 


ROLAND TOUTAIN ALIVE 


French Film Star, Reported Killed in 
Belgium 








Paris, Sept. 23. 
Roland Toutain, the French film 
| Star, who was reported killed while 
—— with the army in the Bel- 
| 





gium campaign, has turned up safely. 
aens } 


Harold L. Smith, foreign rep of 
| the Hays office working out of the 
| Paris office, currently in New York, 
| reports that he saw Toutain twice 
within a period of a week in France 
Tou- 
tain’ had been reported killed May 
18. 


War Liability Cleared 
Up On Brit. Theatres; 








London, Sept. 17. 

Wised up by recent Nazi bombing 
attention to cinemas, Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. has clarified the lia- 
bility position between landlord and 
a tenant over a house damaged by 
iair blitz. Ordinarily, latter is re- 
sponsible for all repairs, but act 
passed last year removes him from 
such liability where damage is strict- 
ly one of war’s cause. 

Exhibs are advised procedure now 
is to serve notice on landlord listing 
extent of damage and await his im- 
mediate temporary or permanent re- 
pairs. In event bombing has ren- 
dered the building totally unfit for 
exhibs’ use, latter can either disclaim 
or retain his lease rights. Queer 
double twist here is landlord has 
power to insist on this decision, and 
| if exhib elects to continue the lease, 








he then automatically lines himself | 


up for cost of repairs, although freed 
from rent charges until building is 
| fully restored and in operation. In 
| event of disclaimer move by the ten- 
ant, landlord may appeal in the 
courts for operation, but if court de- 
| cides with him, then the repair bill 
reverts to landlord’s responsibility, 
tenant again going rent-free till res- 
toration. Act referred to does not 
| hold true in Scotland. 

Cinema trade, incidentally, has a 
new peeve against the press, rising 
out of extensive space given to re- 
cent bombings of London nabe thea- 
tres. Adjacent commercial property 
| damaged in the raids came in for no 
such treatment. Theatre 
want to know why their biz should 
be left wide open to an exploitation 
spelling disaster to attendances. 


CUBAN EXHIBS REACH 
U.S. DISTRIB ACCORD 


A tentative agreement between ex- 
hibitors and American distributors 
in Cuba whereby U. S. screen prod- 
uct will be made available to them 
in ‘reasonable’ quantities has been 








virtually set, according to word re- | 
Idea of | 


| ceived in N. Y. last week. 
American companies is to expedite 


distribution as soon as the new re-| 


gime headed by President Batista 
takes office Oct. 10. 

| The anti- blockbooking 
| which has stalemated distribution, 
| probably will be wiped off the books 
| because distribs have 
|} much resentment over it 
said they could not 
| uct under 
dential decree because it 
| that titles and casts be provided six 
months in advance of actual release 
of a film. 


Distribs 
furnish prod- 


Makes Sales Promotional Trailer 
Covering Mexico's 10-Yrs, of Filmns, ‘= “"“"" 


Mexico City, Oct. 1. 

A sales promotional] 
Mexican film produetion will be the 
first ‘production’ of a new company 
here. Clips from many Spanish lan- 
guage features made in this country 
| since the establishment of a Mexican 
film industry in 1930 will be spliced 
into the build-up trailer. 

Just now the outlook for Mexican 
film production is not over-bright 
| due to fear of confiscation or govern- 
ment policies detrimental to busi- 
!ness profits. Nevertheless the new 
‘firm, Popo Films, has high hopes. 

Adolfo Fernandez Bustamente, a 
lawyer, and Fernado Rivero, a film 
director, are the chief promoters of 


Popo 


Leases Can Be Broken 


Owners | 


decree, | 
shown so} 


the terms of the Presi- | 
required | 


+ 
| 

| 

| 


trailer for | 


British War Risk Insurance Setup 
For Film Prod. Becomes Effective; 
Scheme Applies Only to Features 


a 
* 





Mosconas Heads RKO 


In Eastern Europe 2°,,.”!*" 





RKO last week named Athanase 
Mosconas, who's been 
general manager for Eastern Eu- 
rope. Will headquarter in Athens. 

Antonio Blanco has tendered his 
|resignation as manager for Radio 
| Films, Spain’s RKO subsidiary com- 
pany. Vacancy remains temporarily. 
Reason for Blanco’s quitting is un- 
disclosed. 


HARLEY LISTS 6 


FOR BRIT. PROD. 











London, Sept. 17. 

On occasion of 20th Century’s an- 
nual sales meet here (7), Francis 
Harley confirmed his company’s 
plans for British production and ex- 
tended the already-reported list. 
Over the year, Harley figures on 
grinding out six features in addition 
to ‘Kipps,’ all on budgets averaging 
| $300,000 apiece. Three subjects 
| lined up to follow ‘Kipps’ are ‘Spit- 
| fire,” air-yarn with Royal Air Force 
cooperation; ‘Pitt the Younger,’ his- 
| torical biog; and ‘Paddy the Next 
| Best Thing,’ fave legiter of yester- 
year. Harley indicated nothing 
short of being blown out of this land 
will shutter 20th’s British produc- 
| tion layout. 

Michael Redgrave is pencilled in 
| for lead in ‘Spitfire’; comedy-team 
of Basil Radford and Naunton 
Wayne also believed set. In case of 
former thesp, leave from military 
service would be necessary as he 
has just been called for a commis- 
sion in his old regiment. 

RKO chief for this side, Bill Sis- 
| trom, has announced ‘The Saint's 
| Vacation,’ first of its British produc- 
tions, is getting under way at Den- 
| ham studios. Paul Stein draws di- 
| rectorial berth. 

Plans for second RKO-er to be 
| made here will await completion of 
‘Saint.’ Sistrom ran into talent dif- 
ficulties with capitulation to Nazi- 
dom of France, vacating Danielle 
| Darrieux and another star for whom 
| he had readied scripts for produc- 
tion in Britain, 





Fisher’s Army Footage 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

| Joe Fisher, Far Eastern exhibitor, 
on vacation in Hollywood, announced 
a deal for the U. S. distribution of 
a 2,000-foot documentary film based 
on the life and military routine of 
native troups in Malaya. Picture 
| has the full cooperation of the Brit- 
|ish government. 

Film was produced, directed and 
|recorded by Fisher before he left 
| Singapore for Hollywood. 





Lazarus Constantine, 


sales chief for Paramount in Panama, 
named manager of Paramount Films 
| of Trinidad, Inc. 





Fredeus Takec Over 


London, Sept. 17. 

Ernest Fredman is 

representation for Samuel Goldwyn 

and David O. Selznick in England. 

He is doing this on behalf of his 
son, who has been called up. 








in Greece, | 


formerly | 


| suffered similar 


taking over | 


London, Sept. 17. 

Long-heralded War Risk Insure 
intended to offer safe~ 
guards as a come-on to coin investors 
in British films, has finally been made 
effective. Government scheme pro- 
vides producer indemnity against 
damage to studio, films or injury to 
specified players rising out of war 
activity. 

Variable premium set by Board of 
Trade is based on production costs, 
less allowances for story buys, script- 
ing, sets, financial charges and cere 
tain studio overheads. Limit is un- 
derstood to be a figure able to take 
care of any picture likely to be made 
on this side during war. A produc- 
tion listed at $160,000 will obtain full 
coverage for around $4,000. 

Scheme thus far applies only to 
full-length features, briefie-makers 
being left out in the cold on grounds 
of impracticability of applying it to 
their production setup. Short Films 
Society will appeal to Board of 
Trade for inclusion or, at best, con- 
sideration. 

Indie producers voice a pretty 
widespread satisfaction with the 
scheme, although some comment on 
amount of premium charge. General 
opinion is insurance will act as a 
boost to investment chances. 

Briefie-makers here, through their 
assn., have carried the recognition 
fight to Government’s propaganda 
bureau in an effort-to get a place in 
the short-making sun. Their petition 
to Ministry of Information calls for 
representation on the controlling 
board of the ministry; with this 
under their belt, group hopes to di- 
vert some of the M. of I. shorts ‘the 
right way.’ 

In the main, propaganda series are 
| currently turned out by feature 
studios. 


INFO BUREAU PLACATES 
EXHIBS ON 16 MM. PIX 


London, Sept. 17. 

Meeting growing rumble of com- 
| plaint from provincial exhibs, films 
| division of Ministry of Information 
has released full details of traveling 
|}units government will use this 
winter on a national scale. M. of I. 
assures exhibs there will be no com- 
petition to local houses in the terri- 
tories visited. Propaganda 16 mm, 
stuff is just that, not theatrical foot- 
age, it claims. 

Fifty traveling units will 
centrate on spreading the message 
| via clubs, societies, etc., While 100 
projectors will go into libraries and 
other suitable halls of learning. 
These projectors will carry no pro- 
vided crew, arrangements being left 
to local organizations for actual 
screening. 











con- 





Nazi U-Boats Take Toll 
On U.S. Pix Shipped Over 


Increased number of merchant 
ships sunk by Nazi U-boats is begin- 
| ning to be felt by American film 
| distributors. Because of the setup 
| which permits U. S. companies to 
|ship only lavendar prints (dupes of 
|} the master negative) to Great 
| Britain, the loss of a print largely 
| represents only actual cost of one 
| print and the delay caused in supply- 
}ing another one. American 
‘send one good lavendar to 





distribs 
London 


Metro lost a print several weeks 
ago and nearly every major has 
inconvenience be- 
cause shipments are made in British 
boats to great extent. One independ- 
ent distributor is reported to have 
lost a master negative during the 
last 10 days. 





Reisman to Rio 





Par’s New Aussie H. Q. 


Paramount has broken ground for 
a new $500,000 office-exchange 


| building in Sydney, Australia. 


Structure, which will serve as Par 
headquarters in Down Under opera- 
tions, will be ready for occupancy 


j}early next year. 


presently is en 


Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign chief, 
route to Rio de 
Janeiro from Buenos Aires, being 
due at the Brazilian capital today 


American tour of inspection. 
Reisman wili remain in Rio until 


(Wednesday) on his present Latin- 
| 
| 


_the latter part of this month to pre- 


side at the convention for Brazil 
salesmen. 
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LEO, JR. MAKES BIG ONES 
OUT OF LITTLE ONES! 








Here’s His M-G-M Shorts Line-up For 1940-41 


6 CRIME DOES NOT PAY—(Two-Reels) Timely, 
thrilling dramatizations, several based on nation- 
ally important racket investigations currently in the 
news, all’ produced with higher production budgets 
than average independent ‘‘B”’ features! 


14 PETE SMITH SPECIALTIES—M-G-M’s amusing 
and amazing sound-track wit and ‘‘unseen star’’ 
presents his own inimitable collection of eredos and 


curios, and sundry human interest material_high- 
lighted with humor: 


9 PASSING PARADE—John  Nesbitt’s - extraor- 
dinary presentation of ordinary events pass in fas- 
cinating review.. An excitingly NEW idea:in. short 
subjects -- interesting as life itself! 


10 MINIATURES—Significant documentaries “of 
topical interest including Carey Wilson’s absorbing 
“What Do You’Think?” excursions into mental 
phenomena and the psychic unknown! 











na 
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EXTRA SPECIAL! 


Introducing the Sensational Stroboscopic photography in 


PETE SMITH’s 
“QUICKER’N A WINK” 


As usual it is M-G-M that breaks away from the rou- 
tine! For the first time, action too fast for the human 
eye caught in “frozen motion” by Stroboscopic photo- 
graphy at the rate of 2,000 individual pictures per 
second. Most sensational development since sound! 


9 OUR GANG COMEDIES—For 20 years audiences 
have enjoyed the capers of this group of typical 
American youngsters. Now they’re better than ever! 


12 FITZPATRICK TRAVELTALKS—In Technicolor. 
Patrons will find a world of entertainment in next 
season’s star-spangled panorama of the United 
States and. America! 


18 M-G-M CARTOONS—In Technicolor. Highly 
imaginative ‘and thoroughly delightful animated 
drolleries created by’ Hugh Harman and Rudolph 


Ising and other cartoon geniuses. 


104 IssuES NEWS OF THE DAY—A real NEWS 
reel, now more than ever, with the largest camera 
and editorial staff in its brilliant history. Featuring 
JOHN B. KENNEDY’S Front Page, BILL STERN’S 
Sports Page, ADELAIDE HAWLEY’S Womens Page! 





EXTRA SPECIAL! 
Introducing the Improved successor to Audioscopix— 


M-G-M’s NEW METROSCOPIX 


‘THIRD DIMENSIONAL MURDER” 


How the publie shrieked and laughed at M-G-M’s 
Audioscopix Shorts. Now we bring them the new 
Metroscopix, vastly improved. A mystery melodrama 
in third dimension that will lift audiences out of their 
seats with excitement. 


——— 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

Although several of the major studios have been 
more or less inactive for the past few weeks as far as 
roduction ts concerned, most of the lots are rushing 
the 1940-41 product, To date,a total of 121 of the new 
season's CTOp had been completed, with 39 more shoot- 
ing. Pictures in cutting rooms total 88, leaving a 
halance still to be made of 359. 


Columbia | 





Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ToBe 
ised pleted ing Culting Shot 
Features . 44 9 2 3 33 
Westerns ...... 16 6 9 2 9 
Serials .......- 4 0 0 O) 4 
Fetels ....-- 64 15 2 5 46 
Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


PINTO KID, western with songs; prod., Leon Barsha; 
dir., Lambert Hillyer; orig. screen play, Fred Myton; | 
camera, George Meehan, Cast: Charles Starrett, Lenore 
Currie, Sons of the Pioneers, Paul Sutton, Hank Bell, 
Jack Rockwell, Bob Nolan, Tim Spencer, Ben Taggart, 
Ernie Adams, Francis Walker, Dick Botiller. 

SO YOU WON’T TALK, formerly CLAY PIGEON, 
comedy; prod., Robert Sparks; dir.. Edward Sedgwick; 
orig. screenplay, Richard Flourney; camera, Alan Seig- 
ler. Cast: Joe E. Brown, Frances Robinson, Vivienne 
Osborn, Bernard Nedell, Tom Dugan, Dick Wessel. 


THUNDERING FRONTIER, western; asso. prod., 
Jack Fier; dir., D. Ross Lederman; screen play, Paul 
Franklin; camera, George Meehan. Cast: Charles Star- 
rett, Iris Meredith, Raphael Bennett, Alex Callam. Carl 
Stockdale, Fred Burns, Bob Nolan, John Tyrell, Fran- 
cis Walker, John Dilson. 

OUTLAWS OF THE PANHANDLE, formerly BLAZ- 
ING THE OKLAHOMA TRAIL, western; asso. prod., 
Jack Fier; dir., Sam Nelson; no writing credits; camera, 
George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Francis Rob- 
inson, Sons of the Pioneers, Stanley Brown, Richard 
Fiske, Bob Nolan, Tim Spencer. 

ARIZONA, western drama (1939-40); prod.-dir., Wes- 
ley Ruggles; screen play, Claude Binyon; original by 
Clarence Budington Kelland; eamera, Joseph Walker. 
Cast: Jean Arthur, William Holden, Warren William, 
Porter Hall, Paul Harvey, Regis Toomey, Edgar 
Buchanan, George Chandler, Emmett Lynn, Uvaldo 
Valera, Earl Crawford, Colin Tapley, Byron Foulger, 
Wade Crosby, Syd Saylor, Jules Cowles, Ralph Peters, 
Frank Darien, Nina Campano, Frank Hill, Earl S. | 
Dewey, William G, Lomax, 


NOBODY’S CHILDREN, drama: asso. prod., Jack | 
Fier; dir., Charles Barton; no writing credits: camera, 
Ben Kline. Cast: Edith Fellows, Lois Wilson, Lillian 
West, Billy Lee, Janet Chapman, Cynthia Crane, Walter 
White, Georgia Caine. 

BEYOND THE SACRAMENTO, formerly GHOST 
GUNS, western; asso. prod., Leon Barsha; dir., Lambert 
Hillyer; no writing credits; camera, George Meehan. 
Cast: Bill Elliott, Evelyn Keyes. 

BLONDIE PLAYS CUPID, formerly BLONDIE 
GOES TO THE COUNTRY, comedy; asso. prod., Robert 
Sparks; dir., Frank Strayer; screen play, Richard Flour- 
noy, Karen DeWolf; camera, Henry Freulich. Cast: 
Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry Simms, Danney 
Mummert, Daisy. 

GIRLS UNDER 21, formerly THE LITTLE PRO- 
FESSOR, drama; asso. prod., Ralph Cohn: dir., Max 
Noffeck; no writing credits. Cast: Paul Kelly, Rochelle 
Hudson. 

GHOST GUNS, western: prod., Leon Barsha; 
dir, Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits; camera, 
George Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Evelyn Keyes 

PASSAGE WEST, melodrama; asso. prod., Samuel | 
Bischoff; dir., John Brahm; orig, story, Sidney Biddell 
and Frederick Frank; screen play, P. J. Wolfson; cam- 
era, Frank Planer. Cast: Pat O’Brien, Constance Ben- 
nett, Edgar Buchanan. 

REVENGE OF THE LONE WOLF, formerly ALIAS | 
THE LONE WOLF, melodrama; asso. prod. Ralph 
Cohn; dir., Sidney Salkow; orig. screen play, Earl Fel- 
ton and Sidney Salkow; camera, Barney McGill. Cast: 
Warren William, Frances, Robinson, Eric Blore. 

THE WILDCAT OF TUCSON, formerly THE 
ROUNDUP, western: assoc. prod., Leon Barsha; dir., 
Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits; camera, George 
Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Walter Taylor, Evelyn 


Young. 
Columbia Pix in Production 


THIS THING CALLED LOVE, comedy: asso. prod., 
William Perlberg; dir., Alexander Hall; no writing 
credits; camera, Joseph Walker. Cast: Rosalind Russell, 
Melvyn Douglas, Binnie Barnes, Gloria Dickson, Allyn 
Joslyn, Lee J. Cobb, Joan Storm. 

ELLERY QUEEN, formerly JOHN BRAUN’S BODY, 
drama; Larry Darmour production; dir.. Kurt Neu- | 
mann; orig, Ellery Queen; screenplay, Eric Taylor; | 
camera, James L. Brown, Jr. Cast: Ralph Bellamy, 
Margaret Lindsay, Charles Grapewin, James Burke, 
Marsha Hunt, Michael Whalen, Katherine DeMille. 


Metro | 





asso. 








Prom- Com-_ Shoot- Now To Be 

; ised pleted ing + Cutting Shot 
Features ... 50-52 16 5 5 37 
Totals ..... 50-52 16 5 5 37 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 
dine APE: drama; producer, Lawrence Weingarten; 
urector, Mervyn LeRoy; from novel by Ethel Vance; 
+ aa tla Robert Planck. Cast: Norma Shearer, Robert 
nana Nazimova, Felix Bressart, Paul Lukas, Bonita 

ranville, 

OARS LOOK DOWN, drama: produced in England; 
E ginal by A. J. Cronin; director, Carroll Reed. Cast: 

‘mlyn Williams, Margaret Lockwood, Michael Red- 
grave. 

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY, drama: asso. prod., 
a L. Mankiewicz; director, George Cukor; orig- 
art; by Philip Barry; screenplay, Donald Ogden Stew- 
bur camera, Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Katherine Hep- 
urn, Cary Grant, James Stewart, John Howard. 


a THIRD FINGER, LEFT HAND, comedy drama; 
agg: Prod., John W. Considine; dir. Robert Z. Leon- 
, Orig. screenplay, Lionel Hauser; camera, George 


Folfey. Cast: Myrna Loy, Melvyn Douglas. 





netULLABALOO, musical; asso, prod., Louis K. Sid- 
Y; dir, Edwin L. Marin; orig. screen play, Nat Perria 


RKO and 20th-Fox lead in production activity cur- 
rently, with eight pictures in work at each studio. 
Metro has five, although putting nothing in production 
since Sept. 6. 
last week, but is scheduled to get into swing this stanza. 


| Greatest number of films in a cutting room is at Uni- 
| versal where 21 are being edited. Paramount follows 
| with 19 and Warners have 13 being readied. 


and Dorothy Yost; camera, Charles Lawton. Cast: 
Frank Morgan, Billie Burke, Virginia Grey, Ann Mor- 
ris, Leni Lynn, Sara Haden. 

BITTER SWEET, musical; asso. prod., Victor Saville; 
director, W. S. Van Dyke; novel by Noel Coward; screen 
play, Lesser Samuels; camera, Oliver Marsh. Cast: 
Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Paul Lukas, Fay 
Holden, Edward Ashiey, Lynn Carver. 

LITTLE NELLIE KELLY, musical; asso. prod., 
Arthur Freed; dir.. Norman Taurog; orig., Greorge M. 
Cohen; screen play, Jack McGowan; camera, Ray June. 
Cast: Judy Garland, George Murphy, Charles Win- 
ninger, Douglas McPhail. 

Metro Pix Now in Production 


COMRADE X, melodrama; asso. prod. Gottfried 
Reinhardt; dir., King Vidor; screen play, Ben Hecht and 
and Charles Lederer; camera, Joe Ruttenberg. Cast: 
Clark Gable, Heddy Lamar, Sigmund Rumann, Vladi- 
mir Sokoloff. 

DR. KILDARE No. 6 (working title), drama; GO 
prod.; dir.. Harry Bucquet; original screen play, Max 
Brand; camera, John Seitz. Cast: Lionel Barrymore, 
Lew Ayres, Robert Young, Laraine Day, Samuel S. 
Hinds, Emma Dunn, 

FLIGHT COMMAND, meller; asso. prod., J. Walter 
Rubin; dir., Frank Borzage; original by Com. Harvey 
S. Haislip and John Southerland; camera, Hal Rosson. 
Cast: Robert Taylor, Walter Pidgeon, Ruth Hussey. 

GALLANT SONS, formerly FIGHTING SONS, 
drama; asso. prod., Frederick Stephani; dir., George 
Seitz; no writing credits; camera, Sidney Wagner. 
Cast: Jackie Cooper, Gene Reynolds, Ian Hunter, 
Bonita Granville, June Preisser, Edward Ashley, Gail 
Patrick. 

GO WEST, comedy; asso. prod., Jack Cummings; dir., 
Eddie Buzzell; no writing credits; camera, Leonard 


Smith. Cast: Marx Bros., John Carroll, Walter Wolf 
King. 
| Monogram 
Prom- Com- Shooet- New To Be 
ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Features ...... 36 5 6 1 30 
Westerns ...... 24 1 0 1 22 
OGG cicadas 60 6 9 2 52 


Pictures in the cutting room: 

DRUMS OF THE DESERT, meller; asso. prod., Paul 
Malvern; dir., George Waggner: screen play, Dorothy 
Reid, Joseph West; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: 
Lorna Gray, Ralph Byrd. 

SIX-SHOOTING SERENADE, western; prod. George 
Weeks; dir., Roy Luby; orig., George Plympton; adapta- 
tion, Oliver Drake; camera, Ed Linden. Cast: Roy Cor- 
rigan, John King, Max Terhune, Lita Conway, Roy 
Barcroft, Jack Rutherford, Tom London. 

THE OLD SWIMMING HOLE, comedy drama: asso, 


prod., Scott Dunlap; dir., Robert McGowan; orig. by 
Jerry Breitigan; screen play. Dorothy Reid: camera, 
Harry Neumann. Cast: Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae 


Jones, George Cleveland, Theodore Von Eltz. 





Paramount 


Prom- Com- Shoot- New ToBe 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Studios ....... 33 14 4 14 13 
H. Sherman.... 9 4 0 4 5 
Morros-Stillman 2 0 0 1 1 
G@. Maekey..;.. 1 0 0 0 1 
Totals ...... 45 18 4 19 20 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 
DANCING ON A DIME, drama: GMO production; 


director, Joseph Santley; script, Maurice Rapf, Anne | 


Morrison Chapin, Allen Rivkin: based on story by Jean 
Lustig and Max Kolpe; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: 
Robert Paige, Peter Hayes, Eddie Quillan, Frank Jenks, 


Grace McDonald, Virginia Dale, Carol Adams, Lillian | 


Cornell, William ‘Frawley, John Gallaudet, Phillip 
Terry, Tom Collins, George Meader, Charles Lane, 
James Flavin, Jerry Fletcher, Frank C. Shannon, Snow- 
flake, Russell Coller, Fred Seatley, Jack Kenny, Fay 
Helm, A. S. ‘Pop’ Byron, Herbert Vigron. 

TEXAS RANGERS RIDE AGAIN, formerly TEXAS, 
formerly TEXAS RANGERS RIDE AGAIN, western 
drama; GMO production; director, James Hogan: script, 


William R. Lippman and Horace McCoy: camera, 
Archie Stout. Cast: John Howard, Ellen Drew. May | 
Robson, Broderick Crawford, John Miljan, Charley 
Grapewin, Anthony Quinn, 

NORTHWEST MOUNTED POLICE, meller in Tech- 
nicolor; producer-director, Cecil B. deMille:; assoc. pro- 
ducer, William H. Pine; assoc. director, Arthur Rosson: 
original screen play, Alan LeMay, Jesse Lasky, Jr., and 
C. Gardner Sullivan; camera, Victor Milner, Duke 
Green; second unit, Dewey Wrigley Cast: Gary 


Cooper, Madeleine Carroll, Paulette Goddard, Preston 
Foster, Robert Preston, George Bancroft, Akim Tam- 
iroff, Lynne Overman, Francis McDonald, Montagu 
Love, Lon Chaney,eJr., Regis ‘Toomey, Walter Hamp- 
den, James Seay, Jimmy Dundee, Lane Chandler, 


Weldon Heyburn, Ethan Laidlaw, Ralph Byrd, Douglas | 


Bates, John Beach, John Hart, Ted Mapes, Kermit 
Maynard, Wally Reid, Jr., Phil Terry, Jack Luden, Bud 
Geary, Eric Alden, Robert Ireland, Larry Lawson, Rod 
Cameron, Jack Pennick, Steve Carruthers, Jack Chapin, 
Emory Parnell, Ed Brady, Dick Rush, Walter Shum- 


way, Davison Clark, George E. Stone, Ean Thomas, | 


Norma Nelson, Eva Puig, George Regas, Alphonse 
Martel, Ameda Lambert, Chief Big Tree, William 
Haade, William Beauman, Ted Oliver, Colin Tapley, 
Douglas Kennedy, Richard Denning, Robert Ryan, 
James Flavin. John Murton, Earl Askam, Nestor Paiva, 
Harry Semels, Harry Vejar, Tony Patton, Tony Merlo, 
Constant Franke, Fred Malatesta, Pedro Regas, Charles 
Stevens, Irene Colman, John Laird, Jack Rutherford, 
Jim Pierce, Donald Curtis, Russ Clark, Bob St. Angelo, 
Albert Pollet, Tony Martelli, Delmar Costello, Louis 
Natheaux, Glay De Roy, Dave Dunbar, Dutch Hendrian, 


(Continued on page 18) 


Monogram had no production activity | 


Pa. Censors Upheld on ‘Ramparts’ 
Ban; Court Nixes ‘Newsreel’ Plea 


+ 
~— 





: Philadelphia, Oct. 1. 
Up in the Saddle, Men | Pennsylvania’s censor board’s ban 
|on the March of Time’s ‘Ramparts 
Hollywood, Oct. 1. | We Watch’ was unanimously upheld 
| ‘Riders of Death Valley,’ a super by the three judges of the court of 
| Sagebrush serial swarming with film | common pleas here today (Tuesday). 
names, hops into the saddle next | Court declared that the film, with its 
week at Universal, with 13 two-reel | sequences taken from the Nazi-made 
| chapters in the offing. | propaganda picture, ‘Baptism of Fire.’ 
| Lined up for top s ots are Buck | was ‘inflammatory and detrimental to 
Jones, Leo Carrillo, Dick Foran, | the American way of life.’ 
_Charles Bickford, Noah Beery, Jr., Judges, in a 10-page opinion, de- 


Big Boy Williams and Nan Grey. | «red they failed to see abridgement 
Producer is Henry MacRae, with of ‘freedom of speech,’ of which at- 
F wee Beebe and Ray Taylor co-di- | to +neys for MOT accused the censors. 
— ~__ Time contended that the film was 











' 








' 
i 
| 
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ately appealed to a higher court. He 

| declared: 

(‘The Pennsylvania judges have 

| read reverse English into our whole 

| purpose of including the ‘Baptism of 

| Fire’ sequences. They have taken it 

| Hitler uses so they will be fore- 

New $500,000 buil Brag lh one warned against it. They have com- 

on West Central avenue at St. Ber- | posety tated ° note ans ‘we have 

|nard, in suburban Toledo, will in- | ian perv Se china on Dane 

| clude a theatre seating 1,700 persons, | tary around the ‘Baptism’ footage to 

*,;much more behind their unwilling- 

| ines to accommodate 660 automo jness to look at it in that way than 
Though details were not disclosed, | "Tecahe _ the po wrgenlg b ht b 

it was understood one of the largest! MOT ‘ona he Frog ra y 

theatre chains in the country will | |. d ion Thursd i » we 

operate. Completion of the work is, ~ — a waged ‘ 


a newsreel and thus not subject to 
| gandering by the official body. 
NEW TH ATRE (Louis de Rochemont, producer of 
MOT, declared in New York that the 
| per se, instead of seeing the reason 
\it was put in—to show American 
|16 stores and a bowling alley. The|,_.: ary 
park-and-shop development will in- bring out how insidious the German 
scheduled for Feb. 1, 1941. Bryden- Special Preview 
Michigan Building Co., composed of The hearing was held two days 


: |Pennsy decision would be immedi- 
IN TOLEDO 
| audiences the type of propaganda 
clude a paved and lighted parking propaganda is. There’s something 
| Cleveland investors, is building the after the jurists attended a special 








| development. | preview at the censors’ screening 
,room. At the end of a two-hour 
500-Seater in Wells, B. C. ‘argument by opposing counsel, 


A new theatre, the Prince George, 
is being erected at Wells, B. C., 
capacity 500. Owner L. Graham. 


Judges Howard A. Davis, Raymond 
| MacNeille and Byron A. Milner left 
| no doubt that they agreed with Mrs: 
| Edna Carroll, chairman of the cen- 
sors body. 





Bryant’s Pix 


Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 1. William Clarke M id 
Pix, Robert E. Bryant’s new Rock : * Masen:gne Sidney 


; L. Krause, attorneys for Time and 
nen, & Cc. house completed and | RKO, struck the first snag when they 
formal opening held Sept. 30. 'sought to contend that the added 

Larry Waters named manager of | reels taken from the Nazi film ‘Bap- 
Carolina, Charlotte. 'tism of Fire’ (which caused the ban) 
| were newsreels and under the law 
| didn’t come under the jurisdiction 
of the censors. 

‘Is that news?’ asked Judge Mac- 

Neille, “The invasion of Poland took 





Elk Rapids, Mich., New One 
Detroit, Oct. 1. 
Containing many features for a 
small town house, the New State has 
opened in Elk Rapids, Mich., oper- 


. ‘ts place “more than a year ago. My 
ated by E. C. Loomis. In a town of conception of news is something 
;only 615 inhabitants, theatre has | s,.¢5 eyrrent.’ 
fluorescent lighting, ‘black light’ Y , 


Mason tried to call a witness to 
place in the record the fact that the 
| film was passed by censors in every 

state in which there is one. Judge 

MacNeille interrupted to say: 

‘We have nothing to do with other 

Han bury | boards. We have enough on our 
| hands with the Pennsylvania cen- 

——— Continued from page 3! | sors.’ 

k 
direct hit on the Hanbury dweiling, 


about 15 miles outside of London. R 
Hanbury, who was 49, was also Judge MacNeille remarked: 


chairman of the board for RKO. | —‘You haven't proved that the cen- 
Radio Pictures, Ltd. Directors met | 5°°S exercised an abuse of their dis- 


| aisles, plastic wall fixtures, extensive | 
marquee and latest type of sound 
and projection equipment. 





Major Point is Technical 
As Mason made his final 


plea, 


| Monday (30) to pick his successor. | cretion, and py only point 
[Mlanbry was born in “Baar, [ete concerned with?) 97 


Australia. He started in the fiim : git 
een | : buffeted film took another kicking 

business as branch manager for the : ' : 4 : 

Sent) Wiles. Cn: eahentniiie Mebeen | when a special private showing be- 

‘iti mettle ~ Smetn He vs = hee |fore high Army and Navy officials 

ae ae oan f ’ Welst Pe “ae at the Navy Yard was cancelled 

general manager for Welsh Pearson | without explanation. 


| Film Co. and left that outfit to be- The film was banned last Wednes- 


come branch supervisor fur Metro | qay (18) the day it simultaneously 
in Great Britain. opened at the Senate, Harrisburg, 
Sol Newmar persuaded him to | and Park. Reading. Mrs. Carroll 
join RKO in England while the for- | said at the time that the film would 
mer was general manager. Han- | ‘intimidate young men facing con- 
bury went in as general sales man- scription’. 

ager in Great Britain, becoming a 

general manager upon Newman's 


Censors Blitzed i i 
death in 1934. He held this positior | ” ee ee oe 


until 1936 when named managing di- 
rector and chairman. 

Hanbury was among the foreign 
executives who visited New York 
last spring for the annual domestic 
sales convention. 

English home of Steven Pallos, 
Alexander Korda’s eastern represen- 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 1. 

Looks like Pennsylvania pix cen- 
sors ploughed into a load of -trouble 
when they banned inclusion of ‘Bap- 
tism of Fire’ reel from March of 
Time’s ‘Ramparts We Watch.’ Edi- 
torial opinion locally has been blis- 
tering, and guardians of state’s mor- 
tative, has been damaged by bomb- | als in the cinema have been branded 
ing, according to a cable received by | incompetent and foolish. In the past, 
Palios in New York Friday (27).  potshots have been taken at the cen- 
Pallos was an associate of Korda in, sors in the film columns from time 
England and recently came to this| to time, but this is first time that the 
country to assume the New York | front newspaper offices have ever 
| rep post and also to look after some | taken cognizance of board’s actions. 
| of his own film interests. ‘Kkamparts’ was screened in its en- 

Pallos’ home was in Fulmer, Bucks, | tirety here last week for publishers 
England, about 20 miles from Lon-| of three Pittsburgh dailier—Post- 
don and two blocks from the Den- Gazette, Press, and Sun-Telegraph— 
| ham studios, where Gabriel Pascal is; and followup was a hot spanking 
now working. } generally for the censor board. 
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This Year's 


Super box-office all the 











way, in one of the finest 
dramas ever to come out 
of Hollywood!...Inspired | 





performances, great story, 
superb direction, magni- 
ficent production—IT’S | 
THIS YEAR’S OUT- | 
STANDING PICTURE! 
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Great Drama. 
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Free Chesterfield Show in Brooklyn 
House Draws Noisy Kids, Hurts B.0. 





By ROY CHARTIER 


On top of the unofficial complaints | 


made in the industry, and the op- 
position nurtured generally against 
it in all branches, the free Chester- 
field shows are knocking distribu- 
tors out of playing time and rentals. 
The puzzle at present is just what 
to do. 

The Motion Picture Producers & 


Distributors, representing all majors, | 


and the distributors themselves are in 
what amounts to a position of help- 
lessness as long as contract require- 
ments, which vary considerably, are 
fulfilled and major theatres are not 
concerned directly. 


The distrib faces loss in two ways. 
Firstly, he gets fewer days when film 
is booked and, secondly, he may 
suffer some _ cancellations which 
otherwise would not be made. At 
the outset room must be made for 
the one, two or three days which a 
theatre plays the two Chesterfield 
commercial shorts, “‘Tobaccoland’ and 
‘Pleasure Time,’ latter with Fred 
Waring. 

One distrib may lese more than 
another, but the fact remains days 
which never can be recaptured and 
rental to go with them are gone. At 
present more than 100 houses have 
played or are to play the hour’s- 
length tobacco company propaganda 
for which the theatres are rented 
outright, 

Chiefly Indie Houses 

Excepting for testing done in the 
south, assertedly the Wilby-Kincey 
(Paramount) operations, only indie 
exhibitors thus far have gone for 
the rental plan. Chesterfield pays 
for the house in a lump sum, accord- 
ing to size, though it is not strictly 
according to capacity, location, qual- 
ity of the theatre, etc. The owner 
or operator furnishes the house, 
light, heat, operating staff, booth- 
men, etc. 

Declared on good authority that 
the exhibs are not getting enough 
from Chesterfield actually to make 
any kind of money, one New York 
indie operator stating that when he 
was approached he simply told 
Chesterfield’s people to take the air. 

Indies in the Greater New York 
territory lined up by Chesterfield 
include the Brandt Bros., Consoli- 
dated Amus. Co. (Lawrence Bolog- 
nino), the Century circuit (Brook- 
lyn and Long Island) of the A. H. 
Schwartz family; Randforce (Frisch 
& Rinzler); the Windsor circuit of 
Brooklyn; the Eisenstadt chain, also 
in Brooklyn; and Rachmil & Katz, 
another Brooklyn outfit. 

While opposition exhibitors are 
sequawking, it is admitted there’s 
nothing they can do, but observation 
in the ranks aligned against renting 
theatres to Chesterfield is that the 
free ad shows of the cig company 
are hurting the theatres where 


played as well as the opposish. Lat- | 


ter are feeling the pinch on days 


which Liggett & Myers has dealt for 
years, is woven into the story of, 
| Chesterfieds from the planting of the | 
burley seed to the tax stamps which 
'go on the cigs when packaged. It) 
lis interesting after an educational | 
fashion but is rather strongly | 
flavored with advertising. Scenes) 
are shot silently, there being an off-| 
screen narration. March of Time's | 
industrial division produced both! 
| *‘Tobaccoland’ and the Fred Waring | 
|short, the entire show running an) 
our. 


No Action 


No action has been taken thus far 
by leading exhibitor associations 
‘and none may be «forthcoming 
| though not unlikely some will go on 
|record opposing the free commer- 
'cials and warn against their spread. 
The Chesterfield shows, it is pointed 
out, might be only a starter and ul- 
| timately become a trade headache. 
| Max A. Cohen, president of the 
| Allied Theatre Owners of New York, 
| now affiliated with the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America, 
states that no official action was 
planned by his organization, but as 
an exhibitor he characterized the 
renting of theatres for advertising 
purposes: as a very harmful practice. 
He adds that he personally has al- 
ways been chary about any adver- 
tising in his theatres. . 

The N. Y. Allied head expressed 
doubt that the rank and file of ex- 
hibitors in this country were in favor 
of permitting advertising to creep 
into the theatres. Though many in 
the hinterland use advertising shorts 
and trailer stuff, including chain the- 
atres operated by majors, the Ches- 
terfield method of taking over a 
house completely for a day or more 
| is something else again. 

‘It’s bad enough losing money 
charging admission to your theatre, 
but why lose it giving your seats 


| away?” Cohen sums it up. 


‘THEATRE AIDE, FUGITIVE, 
‘7 YRS., NABBED IN THEFT 


Detroit, Oct. 1. 

A seven-year, national search for 
| Frank Shephard, 36, former assistant 
| manager of the Eckel theatre, Syra- 
| cuse, N, Y., ended here. He had been 
}sought on a charge of robbing the 
theatre safe of $2,000 on Dec. 10, 1933. 
S Detroit detectives found him work- 
ing as a mechanic in an automobile 
| plant in Dearborn. 

















| Blandick, John Power, 


— 


Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 15) 


Jack Byron, Ed Brady, 


Soledad Jiminez, Lou Merril, Charlene Wyatt, Clara 


Ynez Seabury, John oy 
‘i rice 1 Sut- 
Foy Van Dolson, Jack Clifford, Alonzo Price, Pau St 
on | Anthony L. Caruso, Julia Faye, Edith Mills, Major 
Fred Farrell, Cyril Ring, Sam Ash, Jane Kec key, 
Noble Johnson, Ray Mala, Monte Blue, Chief Thunder- 
bird, Chief Yowlachie, Bill Wilkerson, Bill Hazlett, 


Sid D’Albrook, Hector Sarno, | 


| 
| 


Chief Thundercloud, Frank Lackteen, George Magrill, 


Mare Cortez, Chuck Hamilton. 


A NIGHT AT EARL CARROLL'S, musical; GMO | 


production; asso. producer, Earl Carroll; _ director, 
Kurt Neumann: orig. screen play, Lynn Starling: —_ 
era, Leo Tover. Cast: Ken Murray, Rose Hobart, 


»wart, Elvia Allman, Earl Carroll, J. Carroll 
Nath. Saseestl taitien William Davidson, Forbes Murray, 
Ralph Emerson, Allen Cavan, George McKay, Lillian 
Cornell, Jack Norton, Truman Bradley, Bery! Wallace, 
Ruth Rogers, Betty McLaughlin, John Laird, Sam Ash, 
Kay Sutton, Mary Lou Cook, Florine McKinney, Wanda 
McKay, Jean Phillips, Lela Moore, Emory Parnell, Ray 
Walker, Billy Gilbert, Vera Lewis. 

THE ALPRICH FAMILY IN LIFE WITH HENRY, 
comedy-drama; producer-director, Theodore Reed; 
original story and screen play by Clifford Goldsmith 
and Don Hartman; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Jackie 
Cooper, Leila Ernst, Eddie Bracken, Hedda Hopper, 
Fred Niblo, Kay Stewart, Etta McDaniel, Moroni Olsen, 
Rand Brooks, Josephine Whittell, Pierre Watkin, Doris 
Lloyd Armand ‘Curley’ Wright, George Meader, Jack 
Clifford, Edith Evanson, Lucien Littlefield, Frances 
Carson, Frank Thomas, Sr, Robert Winkler, Danny 
Mummert, Ivan Miller, Maty Currier, Thurston Hall, 
Charlotte Treadway, Winifred Harris, Theodore Von 
Eltz, Hanley Stafford, Rod Cameron, Douglas Fahy, 
Jean Phillips, Lillian West, Sam Ash, Cyril Ring, Wil- 
liam Hall, Tina Marshall, Harry Depp, James Dundee, 
George Melford, Arthur Stuart Hull, Stanley Mack, 
Ned Norton, John Laird, Betty Farrington, Jan Buck- 
ingham, Rita Owin, Besse Wade, Mary Akin, Gys Reed, 
Frances Raymond, Nell Craig, Helen Dickson, Fern 
Emmett, John Sylvester, Clarence Badger, Jr., Ronnie 
Rondell, Wanda McKay, Betty McLaughlin, Ruth 
Rogers, Harry Lash, Earl Dewey, John H._Dilson, 
George Anderson, Gordon Hart, Harry C. Bradley, 
Adrian Morris, Frances Monis, George Barton. 

A DATE WITH DESTINY, formerly DESTINY, 
drama; producer, George Arthur; director, Tim 
Whelan; screen play, Howard J. Green; camera, Ted 
Tetzlaff. Cast: Basil Rathbone, John Howard, Martin 
Kosleck, Ellen Drew, Barbara Jo Allen, Ralph Morgan, 
Kitty Kelly, Hugh Sothern, Howard Mitchell, Charles 
McAvoy, Billy Benedict, Henry Victor, Douglas Ken- 
nedy, Frances Raymond, Harry Hayden, Harry Bailey, 
John Laird, James Seay, Ben Taggart, Ned Norton, 
Max Wagner, Edward Earle, Hugh O’Connell, Jean 
Phillips, Kay Stewart, Wanda McKay, Betty McLaugh- 
lin, George Chandler, Norma Varden, Jacques Vanaire, 
Laura Treadwell, William J. Kline, Larry McGrath, 
Billy Wayne, Johnnie Morris, George Walcott, Paul 
Kruger, Phillip Morris, Eddie Dunn, Dorothy Dayton. 

THREE MEN FROM TEXAS, western; producer, 
Harry Sherman; director Lesley Selander; screen play, 
Norton S. Parker; based on characters created by 
Clarence E. Mulford; camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: 
Bill Boyd, Russell Hayden, Andy Clyde. Esther Estrella, 
Thornton Edwards, Morris Ankrum, Dick Curtis, George 
Lollier, Glenn Strange, Ney: Marx, Lucio Villegas, 
Davison Clark, Morgan Wallace. 

VICTORY, drama; producer, Anthony Veiller; direc- 
tor, John Cromwell: script, John L. Balderston; based 
on novel by Joseph Conrad; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: 
Fredric March, Betty Field, Jerome Cowan, Margaret 
Wycherly, Sig Rumann, Fritz Feld, Rafaela Ottiano, 
Lionel Royce, William Stack, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 
Tommy Lee, Luke Chan, George Rosenor, Chester Gan, 
Jack Winn, Gus Reed, Alan Ladd, Sam Ash, Major 
McBride. 

THE NEW YORKERS, comedy-drama; prod., Paul 











Jones: dir., Preston Sturges; script, Preston Sturges; | 


camera, Victor Milner. Cast: William Powell, Ellen 





‘Carson’ May Day-Date 
In Several N.Y. Houses 


‘Kit Carson,’ 
| Super-western, 








| Edward 
may have 


Small’s 
simul- 


Drey, Raymond Walburn, William Demarest, Alex- 
ander Carr, Ernest Truex, Franklin Pangborn. 


| HERE’S MAGIC IN MUSIC, musical drama; prod.- 


dir.. Andrew Stone; no writing credits; camera, Theo- 
dor Sparkuhl. Cast: Allan Jones, Susanna Foster, 
Grace Bradley, Irra Patina, Richard Bonelli, Margaret 
| Lindsay, Tandy Mackenzie, Lynne Overman, Fay 


when theatres are playing the free | taneous openings in New York at| Helm, Hermo Haitto, Kaye Connor, William Chapman, 


shows, it is claimed. On the other|Loew’s State, and a dozen or so | Dolly Loehr, Patricia Trevers, Baby Maxy Ruth, 

it is insisted the houses ex- | " f 
hibiting the Chesterfield program 
are feeling b.o. shrinkage on subse- | ‘when the Daltons Rode’ 
quent days when returning to their | debuted. 


hand, 


regular policies. 
Doubt Its B.O. Value 


| Loew subsequent-runners, in similar 
|fashion to that in which Universal’s 
recently 
Jake Milstein, Small’s 
N. Y. rep, is now working on such 
,a deal; also on one for preeming 


One of the troubles, according to| the pic at the Roxy. 


exhibitors studying the results, 


is 


In either case, ‘Kit’ probably will 


that too many people are being|"°t open for another three or four 


drawn to the free shows who are, Weeks, 
probably not regular patrons or may 
-| the country. 
of these are children who, it is con- 
that’s 


ever come back. A great numbe1 


tended, for 


free. 


will go anything 


This reporter caught the Terminal, 


Brooklyn, a Randforce house, last 
week when the Chesterfield 
was booked. The audience com- 
prised about 75% of kids, with a lib- 
eral sprinkling of colored 
in the audience. 


show 


children | 
One of the results 


although it has already 
played about half the major cities in 





L. J. Ludwig’s 3 Houses 


Minneapolis, Oct. 1. 
L. J. Ludwig, who resigned as as- 
sistant head of Minnesota Amus. Co. 
(Paramount) to enter the screen ad- 
vertising trailer business, and who 





was that the kids, in there on a free! recently acquired the State theatre, 
picnic, were so noisy they were diffi-| Jamestown, N. D., from the Bennie 
cult to control, either by the matrons| Berger circuit, just has taken over 
or male ushers. Will they come back the Star and Opera House from 


when they have to pay? 
doubtful. 
The 


terial, getting in some self-advertis- 
ing. Chesterfield show is believed 
inspired as counter - propaganda 
bearing on the anti-trust suit of the 


U. S. Government against what is) 


termed the tobacco monopoly. In 
the main ad short, “Tebaccoland,’ the 
amount of tax paid te the Govern- 
ment on each pack of Chesterfields, 
is subtly inserted, together with 
other material designed to emphasize 
what the Liggett & Myers company 
means as part of a large industry. 
An old tobacco-zgrowing family with 


Terminal ran trailers of its 
own along with the Chesterfield ma- | 


That's Minnesota Amus., also in that town. 


iThus he will have all the three 
Jamestown houses. 

He has an operating arrangement 
| with Minnesota Amus. 





| DICK DE ROCHEMONT’S POST 
Richard de Rochemont was named 
/managing editor of the March of 
Time this week by his brother, Louis 
| de Rochemont, producer of M. of T. 
and ‘Ramparts We Watch,’ latter the 

first feature turned out by the 
| March of Time crowd. 


European representative 
short feature organization. 


for 


Dick de Rochemont had been | }_) 
the | rico 


Astrid 


Allwyn, Rosella Towne, Hobart Cavanaugh, Ruth 


Rogers, Esther Dale, Bert Roach, Emmett Vogan, 
|Charles Bimbo, Sid D’Albrook, Russ Coller, Jane 
| Keckley. 


MOON OVER BURMA, drama; dir., Louis King; 
screenplay, Frank Wead, W. P. Lipscomb, Harry Clork; 
camera, William Mellor. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Rob- 
ert Preston, Preston Foster, Doris Nolan, Albert Bas- 
serman, Frederic Worlock, Addison Richards, Stanley 
Price, Nick Shaid, Ram Singh, Harry Allen, Frank 
Lackteen, Marc Cortez. 


QUARTERBACK, formerly TOUCHDOWN, comedy- 
drama; asso. prod., Anthony Veiller; dir.. H. Bruce 
Humberstone; original screen play, Robert Pirosh: 
camera, Leo Tovar. Cast: Wayne Morris, Virginia Dale, 
Lillian Cornell, Frank Burke, Rod Cameron, Jerome 
Cowan, Edgar Kennedy, Alan Mowbray, William Fraw- 
ley, Jean Phillips, 
Dewey Robinson, Jack Mulhall, Edward Arnold, Jr., 
Jack Chapin. 

ARISE MY LOVE, drama: asso. prod., Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr.; dir., Mitchell Leisen; orig. story, Benjamin 
Glazer, John Szekely; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: 





Wanda McKay, Charles Morton, | 


Claudette Colbert. Ray Milland, Dennis O’Keefe, Waiter | 
| Abel, Dick Purcell, Frank Puglia, George Zucco, Cliff | 


Nazarro, Michael Mark, Jesus Topete, Nester Paiva, | 


| Fred Malatesta, Juan Dural, Paul Bryon, George Davis, 
|; Alan Davis, Jean Del Val, Esther Dale, Jan Easton, 
Sarah Edwards, Fern Emmett, Jacques Vanaire. Olaf 
Hytten, Louis Mercier, Paul Everton, Mrs. Wilfred 
_North, Maurice Maurice, Guy Repp, Douglas Kennedy, 
Charles de Ravenne. 

SECOND CHORUS, musical; Borris Morros-Robert 
| Stillman production; dir., Henry C. Potter: orig. story, 
| Frank Cavett; screen play, Elaine Ryan, Frank Cavett: 
| camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Fred Astaire, Paulete 
Goddard, Artie Shaw and ork. 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR, comedy; prod.-dir.. Mark 
Sandrich; no writing credits; camera, Ted Tetzlaff. 
Cast: Jack Benny, Fred Allen, Mary Martin, Eddie 
(Rochester) Anderson, Vera Teasdale, Theresa Harris, 
The Merry Macs, Richard Denning, Russell Hicks. 

THE ROUND UP, western; prod., Harry Sherman; 
dir., Leslie Felander; screen play, Harold Shumate, 
based on story by Edmund Day; camera, Russell Har- 
: Cast: Richard Dix, Preston Foster, Patricia Mor- 
rison, Ruth Donnelly, Don Wilson, Douglas Dumbrille, 
Jerome Cowan, Betty Brewer, Dick Curtis, 








D. O. A. (tentative title), melodrama; asso. prod. 
Jack Moss; dir., Stuart Heisler; orig. screen play, Stuart 
Anthony; camera, Victor Milner. Cast: Ellen Drew 
Rod Cameron, Phil Terry, Onslow Stevens, Paul Lukas. 
Frank Thomas, Sr., Minor Watson, Joseph Calleia’ 
Robert Paige, George F. Meader, Marc Lawrence, Wi}. 
lard Robertson, Gerald Mohr, George Zucco, Matty 
Fain, Tom Dugan, Corbett Morris, Cliff Edwards, Knox 
Manning, Sammy Blum. 


Paramount Pix Now in Production 


VIRGINIA, drama, in Technicolor; prod.-dir., Edwara 
H. Griffith; orig. story, Eaward H. Griffith; screenplay, 
Virginia Upp; camera, Bert Glennon; Technicolor cam- 
era, William V. Skall. Cast: Madeleine Carroll, Fred 
MacMurray, Stirling Hayden, Paul Hurst, Tom Ruth- 
erford, Marie Wilson, Carolyn Lee, Louise Beavers, 
Leigh Whipper, Darby Jones. 

I WANTED WINGS, melodrama; asso prod., Arthur 
Hornblow; dir., Ted Reed; orig., Lieut. Beirne Lay, Jr.; 
screenplay, Lieut. Com. Frank Wead; camera, Leo 
Tover. Cast: Ray Milland, William Holden, Wayne 
Morris, Brian Donlevy, Veronica Lake, Constance 
Moore, Phil Brown, Harry Davenport, Richard Webb, 
Herbert Rawlinson, Hedda Hopper, Richard Lane, 
Charles D. Brown, Jack Chapin, Charles Drake, Alan 
Hale, Jr., Renny McEvoy, Harlan Warde. 


SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS, drama; in Technicolor; 
asso. prod., Wm. LeBaron; dir., Henry Hathaway: orig., 
Harold Bell Wright; screen play, Frederick Hazlitt 
Brennan; camera, Charles Lang, Duke Green. Cast: 
John Wayne, Betty Field, Harry Carey, James Barton, 
John Qualen, Billy Gilbert, Ward Bond, Beulah Bondi, 
Marjorie Main, Samuel .S. Hinds, Tom Fadden, Dorothy 
Adams, John Harmon, Carl Knowles, 

REACHING FOR THE SUN, drama; asso. prod. and 
dir., William W. Wellman; no writing credits; cam- 
era, William’ Mellor. Cast: Joel McCrea, Ellen Drew, 
Eddie Bracken, Albert Dekker, Billy Gilbert. 


RKO-Radio 





Prom- Com- Shoot- Now To Be 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
eres 37 12 | 7 25 
Westerns ...... 6 2 0 2 4 

The Play's the 

er 4 0 (i) 0 4 
Harold Lieyd.. 1 0 1 ® 6 
Stephens-Lang.. 3 1 6 1 1 
Walt Disney... 1 0 0 0 1 
BOCA oc cccus 52 15 & 6 34 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

LADDIE, drama; prod., Cliff Reid; dir., Jack Hively; 
script by Bert Granet from novel by Gene Stratton 
Porter; camera, Harry Wilde. Cast: Tim Holt, Virginia 
Gilmore, Joan Carroll, Spring Byington, Robert Barrett, 
Miles Mander, Esther Dale. Sam McKim, Joan Brodel, 
Martha O'Driscoll, Rand Brooks, Doris Lloyd, Peter 
Cushing. 

WILDCAT BUS, meller; asso. pro., Cliff Reid: dir., 
Frank Woodruff; script, Lou Lusty; camera, Jack Mc- 
Kenzie. Cast: Fay Wray, Charles Lang, Paul Guilfoyle. 

TOO MANY GIRLS, musical; asso. prod. and dir., 
George Abbott; script, John Twist, from musical by 
George Marion, Jr.; camera, Frank Redmond. Cast: 
Lucille Ball, Richard Carlson, Desi Arnaz. Bddie 
Bracken, Frances Langford, Hal LeRoy, Ann Miller. 

I’M STILL ALIVE, comedy, asso. prod. Frederio 
Uliman, Jr.; dir., Irving Reis; original story and sereen 

lay, Edmund North; camera, J. Roy Hunt. Cast: Kent 

aylor, Linda Hayes, Howard da Silva, Ralph Morgan, 
Alec Craig, Don Dillaway, Edith Wilson. 

MEXICAN SPITFIRE OUT WEST, comedy: asso. 
prod., Cliff Reid; dir.. Leslie Goodwins: screenplay, 
Charles E. Roberts and Jack Townley; camera, Jack 
McKenzie. Cast: Lupe Velez, Leon Errol. nald 
Woods, Elizabeth Risdon, Linda Hayes, Cecil C@allae 
way, Lydia Bilbrook. 

THE FARGO KID, western; asso. prod., Bert Gilro 
dir.. Edward Killy; screen play, Morton Grant, Aino 
V. Jones; camera, Harry Wild. Cast: Tim Holt. Ernest 
Lynn, Jane Drummond, Cyrus W. Kenball, nie 


Adams, Paul Scardon, Glenn Strange. M 
Paul Fix, Dick Hogan. ge, Mary McLaren, 


LITTLE MEN, drama; prods., Gene Towne and Gra- 
ham Baker; dir., Norman McLeod; story and screen 
play, Gene Towne and Braham Baker: camera. Nick 

usuraca. _ Cast: Kay Francis, Jack Oakie, George 
Bancroft Jimmy Lydon, Ann Gillis, Charles Esmond, 
Richard Nichols. 

LI'L ABNER, comedy; prod., Lew Ostrow: dir., Ale 
bert S. Rogell; from comic strip by Al Catt; screen 
play, Charles Kerr, Tyler Johnson; camera, Marry 
Jackson. Cast: Granville Owen, Mona Ray, Johnny 
Morris, Al St. John, Eddie Borden, Reini Riano, Wal- 
lace Reid. 

REMEDY FOR RICHES, comedy drama: asso. prod. 
William Stephens; dir., Erle C. Kenton; orig., Lee Loeb 
Cast: Jean Hersholt, Dorothy Lovett, Edgar Kennedy, 


— Gilbert, Reine Riano, Barry McCollum, Maude 
c n. 
RKO Pix Now in Production 

CITIZEN KANE, drama; prod., dir. story, Orson 
Welles: camera, Gregg Toland. Cast: Orson Welles, 
Dorothy Comingore, Ruth Warrick, Joseph Cotten, 
Everett Sloane, Richard Baer. 

YOU'LL FIND OUT, -nusical comery; prod.-dir*, 


David Butler; orig. screenplay, David Butler, James V. 
Kern; camera, Frank Redmond. Cast: Kay Kyser ork 
Boris Karloff, Peter Lorre, Dennis O’Keefe, Bela Lu- 
gosi, Helen Parrish, Alma Kruger. 

NO, NO, NANETTE, musical: asso. prod. and dir. 
Herbert Wilcox; adaptation, Ken Bevtund: camera, 
Russell Metty. Cast: Anna Neagle, Richard Carlson, 
Victor Mature, Roland Young, Helen Broderick, ZaSu 
Pitts, Eve Anderson, Tamara. 

KITTY FOYLE, drama; asso, prod., David Hempstead; 
dir., Sam Wood; novel by Christopher Moriey; adapta- 
tion, Donald Ogden Stewart and Dalton Trumbo; cam- 
era, Edward DeGraffe. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Dennis 
en Ernest Cossart, Gladys Cooper, Edouard Cian- 

Be 

MR. AND MRS. SMITH comedy; exec , 

) ; H, : . prod., Harry 
Edington; dir., Alfred Hitchcock; screen play, Norman 
vg ——. —— aamere, Robert Montgomery, 

ymond, ele Pearce, illi ar 
Halton, Esther Dale. yn onde camel 

LET’S FIND A SONG, formeriy MALVINA SWINGS 
IT, musical; asso. prod., Howard Benedict; dir., Les 
Goodwins; screenplay, Nat West; camera, Jack Mc- 
Kenzie. Cast: Bob Crosby, Jean Rogers, Elisabeth Ris- 
don, Joseph Buloff; Joyce Compton, Benny Bartlett, 
Louis Jean Heydt, Frank Orth, Grant Withers. 

DEBUTANTE, INC., rom. drama; asso. prod. @liff 

(Continued on page 20) 
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$401,555 GROSS IN 4 DAYS-WOW! 


...» Starting with the world premiere in Fort 
Worth and continuing in its first 94 engage- 
ments, first four days of national playing time 
tcok in this smash-bang figure, hitting from 
145% to 350% of box-office averages! 


Sensational business throughout Texas reported 
from the INTERSTATE CIRCUIT and the 
JEFFERSON AMUSEMENT COMPANY! 


And NOW sensational business in LOEW 


theatres everywhere! 
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Jr. Getting a H’'wood Break; Lefty 
inks Aggie’s Gone Stage-Mama 

















By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal. Oct. 1. 
Dear Joe: 

Well, the picture folks that were here last week on location have left 
town and now the natives are trying to return to their own subnormal 
selves. Having a lot of picture actors in town and seeing them actually 
making pictures sure has made the yokels picture-conscious; now my 
house is half-full. They’re not going to quarantine me for having con- 
gested aisles. 


It seems the only things folks are interested in these days is politics, 


war and conscription. Which reminds me of the last war when plenty 
of us vaudevillians joined Pershing’s Circuit. I remember when we were 
over there, one guy who was a head!ine comedy act asked our captain to 
put him in the ‘next-to-closing’ trench. 

It seems everybody nowadays wants to learn a trade. When this war 
blows over we will have millions of mechanics, but it will take more than 
mechanics to repair the world’s machinery. 


McNamarra, the dircctor of the picture they took here, must have re- 
ceived the corkscrew to the city from our mayor, and boy did he get 
stinko after the last day of shooting. You could distill his mustache. But 
just before he leaped offen the wagon he took a great fancy to our Junior 
and wants him to come to Hollywood for a kid picture he is gonna do. Of 
course, knowing these kinda guys I as a rule don’t pay attention to what 
theey say when they’re away or in Hollywood, but this McNamarra guy is 
a nice guy and does his talking and drinking seriously and sincerely, and 
I also figured a man that comes hundreds of miles to use a certain tree 
and sets his mind on Junior for a picture is the kind of a guy that won't 
take anybody else, not even Shirley Temple. 

The next day after the troupe left I caught Junior taking the cans outta 
my projection room, and when I asked him what the idea was, he said, 
‘Daddy, I’m learning how to steal a picture,’ which handed me a big laugh. 
But like an audience in Maine I didn’t show him that I thought it was 
funny, because kids are like a lot of comedians; once they get a laugh, 
they keep trying for another one, which wears people out. 

Aggie and me sat up half the night talking it over whether we should 
let Junidr start out on a career at his age. It’s a shame to deprive a kid 
like that out of a real home life, school and playing with children his own 
age who are not worried about their income tax. Then we talked about 
a lot of show folks like George M. Cohan, Elsie Janis, Madge Evans, 
Jackie Coogan and others who started in the show business when they 
could step out of the tray of a Taylor trunk, and they turned cut to be 
swell human beings with good sense and kind hearts. So we decided as 
long as the kid has talent be may as well use it to make folks happy and 
start piling up annuities for himself in case vaudeville don’t come back 
when he is of age. 

Just Can’t Win 


The big argument was who should chaperon and manage the kid, me 
or Aggie. We finally tossed for it and I won 2 outta 3, then 5 outta 8, 
finally 8 outta 10, but it didn’t do me no good. Aggie decided it was her 
place to sacrifice herself for the boy, and it would be better for me to 
stay here and attend to business in case we get any. When Aggie makes 


a 


Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 18) 


id: dir. Frank Woodruff; screen play, Jerry Cady; 
ae Nick Musuraca. Cast: Kay Francis, James 
'Ellison, Mildred Coles, Nigel Bruce, Margaret Ham- 
| ilton, George P. Huntley, Katherine Alexander, Charles 
Quigley, Georgia Carroll. 

THREE GIRLS AND A GOB, comedy; Harold Lloyd, 
prod; dir., Richard Wallace; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Merritt Gersted. Cast: George Murphy. Lucille 


' Ball, Edmond O’Brien, George Cleveland, Kathleen 
Howard. 
Republic 
Prom- Ccm- Shoot- New To Be 
i-ed pleted ing Cutting Shet 
Features ...... 26 5 1 4 20 
Westerns ...... $2 6 1 a 25 
DE Gas bees 4 1 1 1 1 
are 62 12 3 9 46 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

TULSA KID, western: producer-director, George 
Sherman; no writing credits; camera, John MacBornie, 
Cast: Don ‘Red’ Barry, Luana Walters, Noah Beery, 
David Durand. 


KING OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED, serial; asso. 
prod., H. S. Brown, Jr.; eo-dirs., Jack English, Wm. 
Witney; no writing credits; camera, Wm. Nobles. Cast: 
Allan Lane, Herbert Rawlinson, Bob Kellard, Lita Con- 
way, Robert Strange, Bryant Washburn, Harry Cording. 


MELODY AND MOONLIGHT, comedy-drama; asso. 
prod., Robert North; dir., Joseph Santley; orig. story, 
David Silverstein; screen play, Bradford Ropes; camera, 
Ernie Miller. Cast: Johnny Downs, Jane Frazee, Bar- 
bara Jo Allen (Vera Vague), Mary Lee, Jerry Colonna, 


Jonathan Hale, Claire Carleton, Frank Jenks, The 
Kidoolers. 
FRONTIER VENGEANCE, western; asso. prod., 


Eddy White; dir., Nate Watt; orig. story, Bennett Cohen; 
screen play, Bennett Cohen and Barry Shipman; 
camera, Reggie Lanning. Cast: Donald Barry, George 
Offerman, Jr., Ivan Miller, Betty Moran, Grif Barnette, 
Dad Pickard, Ken McDonald, Yakima Canutt, Fred 
Toones, Jack Lawrence, Matty Roubert. . 


YOUNG BILL HICKOK, western; asso. prod. and 
dir., Joseph Kane; orig. screen play, Norton E. Parker; 
camera, Bill Nobles. Cast: Roy Rogers, George Hayes, 
Jacqueline Wells, Sally Payne, John Miljan, Hal Talia- 
fero, Archie Twitchell, Jack Ingram, Monte Blue, Monte 
Montague, Fred Burns. 

HIT PARADE, musical; asso. prod., Sol C. Siegel; 
dir., John H. Auer; orig. screen play, Bradford Ropes, 
F. Hugh Herbert, Maurice Leo; camera, Jack Marta. 
Cast: Frances Langford. Kenny Baker, Mary Boland, 
Hugh Herbert, Ann Miller, Patsy Kelly, Borah Mine- 
vitch, Jan Garber ork. 





up her mind you can’t change her; it’s like trying to fill in the Grand 
Canyon. So she bought enough clothes for Junior to dress all the refugee 
kids in the world, and she didn’t overlook herself either in the line of 
clothes. It took three of us to close her trunk. I said, ‘Aggie, what’s the 
idea, it ain’t you that’s going in pictures, it’s Junior?’ And Aggie sez, 
‘When me and you did our act in vaudeville we were always known for 
our classy wardrobe and scenery. This kid has the greatest talent of any 
kid in the world, and when the big typhoons in Hollywood look at him 
and then at me I don’t want ’em to say that the kid’s ‘back drop’ is lousy, 
It’s all a case of bluff. We gotta do this thing right. Instead of throwing 
one bluff I'm gonna make it a double feature. There’s nothing too good 
for our boy.’ 

So long as the clothes were already bought I said, ‘Okay, Aggie.” But 
in my heart I’m afraid. I know Aggie has a lot of good common sense, 
but when you give a gal her age a kid with talent and put her in Holly- 
wood, then they lose all the sense they maya had. So I am prayin’ that 
everything will be okay, and that she don’t start all her sentences with 
‘My kid is the greatest...etc., etc.,’ because that’s the voice of a stage 
mama, a species of human that caused almost as much trouble in the world 
as Hitler. 

That’s about all. Be sure and toss a nod towards the mob for me, sez 
Your pal, 

Lefty. 
Pp. S.—Herbert Levy sez, ‘Did you notice that the girl that is easily 
shocked is always around ‘when anything shocking happens?’ : 











List Squawks 
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Readers Guild 


Continued from page 7. 























that Rep is obligated to deliver all | readers’ of literary material for ma- 
pictures or none released after June| jor studios. VARIETY has pointed 
30 last. The squawk has been of-| out the paradox of a reader being 
ficially registered with the distrib. | paid as little as $3 for the opinion 

Protest has been made to U be- 
cause ‘Spring Parade’ was withheld 
from the 1939-40 schedule and goes | 
out instead as a new season’s (1940- 


$1,000,000 production. 
Although all of the story heads are 


—————— 


on which may depend the fate of a | 


FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS, comedy; asso. prod., Ar- 
mand Schaefer; dir., Nick Grinde; screen play, Dorrel 
and Stuart McGowan; camera, Ernie Miller. Cast: 
Weaver Bros. and Elviry, John Hartley, Lois Ranson, 
Spencer Charters. 

WHO KILLED AUNT MAGQIE?, melodrama; asso. 
prod., Albert Cohen; dir., Arthur Lubin; orig by Me- 
dora Field; screen play, Stuart Palmer; camera, Reggie 
Lanning. Cast: John Hubbard, Wendy Barrie, Edgar 
| Kennedy, Elizabeth Paterson, Walter Abel, Willie Best, 
|Tom Dugan. 

TRAIL BLAZERS, western; asso. prod., Harry Grey; 
| dir., George Sherman; no writing credits; camera, Bill 
| Nobles. Cast: Bob Livingston, Bob Steele, Rude Davis, 
Pauline Moore, Weldon Heyburn, Carroll Nye. 

Republic Pix Now in Production 

MELODY RANCH, western; asso. prod., Sol C. Siegel; 
| dir., Joseph Santley; no writing credits; camera, Joe 
| August. Cast: Gene Autry, Jimmy Durante, Ann Mill- 
| er, George Hayes, Mary Lee. 

MEET THE MISSUS, comedy; asso prod., Robert 
| North; dir., Malcolm St. Clair. Cast: Roscoe Karns, 
|Ruth Donnelly, Polly Moran, Lois Ranson, Dorothy 
|Ann Seese, Spencer Charters, Alan Ladd, George 

Ernest. : 
| MYSTERIOUS DR. SATAN, serial; asso. prod.. H. 
S. Brown, Jr.; dirs., William Witney and Jack Eng- 
|lish; no writing credits; camera, Wm. Nobles. Cast: 
| Robert Wilvoz, William Newell, Dorothy Herbert, Ella 
| Neal, Walter McGrain, Paul Marion, 


20th Century-Fox 





Prom- Com- Shoot- Now To Be 
ised pleted ing Cutting Shet 
OR -axcexuns 52 16 s 3 28 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


FOR BEAUTY’S SAKE, comedy-drama: prod., Lucien 
Hubbard; dir., Shepard Traube; screen play, Wanda 


. . ,.| Sympathetic with the plight of the | Tuchok, Ethel Hill, Walter Bullock; camera, Charles 
41) release. William A. Scully,JU’s| agers whose average earnings are| Clarke. Cast: Ted North, Marjorie Weaver, Richard 
general sales manager, takes the $18 to $20 a week, they bring Lane, Lenita Lane, Ned Sparks, Joan Davis, Pierre 
position that the company released the fact that while od Mera Me | Watkin. 

; y re) é S % 

its full quota of 40 features sold on hard ¢ t th & h t DOWN ARGENTINE WAY, musical; asso. prod., 
the °39-40 season; also that there | ie See HS - ortage a Harry Joe Brown; dir., Irving Cummin Js; screen 

the rates paid. They maintain that |~y.- : 7, 3 


were production delays on ‘Spring 
Parade.’ 
There 


no more competent readers than now 
employed can be obtained at any 
price, so studio heads ask ‘Why pay 
| more?’ 

Story eds are all of the opinion 
the readers should get higher fees 
and would if the choice were theirs. 
They point out that nine times out of 
ten producers and directors refuse 
to read a book themselves, but make 
their decision on purchasing it en- 
tirely on the synopsis made by the 
reader. Imagination of the reader 
in bringing out the picture qualities 
of a book often sells it, it is said. 

On the other hand, eds bring up 
the point that readers often make 
their entrance into the film industry 
through their jobs. They learn what 
the companies want and the essen- 
tials of writing and not too infre- 
quently progress to good berths via 
their contacts and knowledge. Many 
also merely use the occupation as a 
stop gap while waiting or preparing 
to do something else, eds say. 


also has been some com- 
plaint about U allocations, it is 
stated. Information is that the local 
branch manager for U has definite 
authority wherever an improper 
allocation has been made to re- 
allocate the picture in a bracket 
suitable to the theatre in question 
and to make whatever adjustments 
are necessary. 

The only manner in which Metro 
figures to date relates to the policy 
of the company in getting dates at 
increased admissions. Allied asks 
that exhibitors who have shown 
‘Boom Town’ at increased prices to 
advise as to how it fared in com- 
parison with other good attractions 
shown at regular prices. 

‘This is of vital. importance to 
every exhibitor,’ it is declared, ‘as 
there is a tendency on the part of 
the distributors to force exhibitors 
to raise prices on some of the top 
pictures.’ 





play, Darrell Ware, Carl Tunberg; original, Rian James, 


Ralph Spence; camera, Leon Shamroy. Cast: Don 
Ameche, Betty Grable, Carmen Miranda, Charlotte 
| Greenwood, J. Carroll Naish, Leonid Kinsky. 

| CHARTER’ PILOT, comedy-drama: ex. prod.. Sol 


Wurtzel; dir., Eugene Forde; screen play, Stanley Rauh, 
Lester Ziffren; camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: Lynn 
Bari, Lloyd Nolan, Arlene Whelan, George Montgom- 
ery, Hobart Cavanaugh. 

YOUTH WILL BE SERVED, comedy with music: 
asso. prod., Lucient Hubbard: dir., Otto Brower; screen 
play, Wanda Tuchook; camera, Edward Cronjager. 
Cast: Jane Withers, Robert Conway, Jane Darwell, 
Elyse Knox, Lillian Porter, Joyce Bryant. 

MURDER OVER NEW YORK, formerly CHARLEY 
CHAN IN NEW YORK, meller; ex. prod., Sol Wurtzel: 
dir., Harry Lachmann; no writing credits; camera, Virgil 
| Miller. Cast: Sidney Toler,’ Marjorie Weaver, Sen 
Yung, Joan Valerie, John Sutton, Donald MacBride. 

JENNIE, comedy drama; prod., Sol Wurtzel; dir., 
David Burton; no writing credits; camera, Virgil Miller. 
Cast: Virginia Gilmore, Dorris Bowdon, George Mont- 
gomery, Rand Brooks, Joan Valerie, William Henry. 


THE MARK OF ZORRO, formerly THE CALIFOR- 
NIAN, drama; asso. prod. Raymond Griffith; dir., 
Rouben Mamoulien; based on story by Johnson Mc- 
Culley; screenplay, John Tainter Foote; adaptation, 
Garrett Fort; camera, Arthur Miller. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Linda Darnell, Basil Rathbone, Gale Sonder- 








gaard, Eugene Pallette, J. Edward Bromberg, Monta. 
gue Love, Janet Beecher. 
20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 

HUDSON’S BAY, drama; asso. prod., Kenneth Mac. 
gowan; dir., Irving Pichel; no writing credits; camera 
Peverell Marley. Cast: Paul Muni, Gene Tierney, John 
Sutton, Virginia Field, Nigel Bruce, Vincent Price 
Laird Cregar, Chief Thundercloud, . 

CHAD, HANNA, drama; in Technicolor; asso. prod. 
Nunnally Johnson; dir., Henry Kind; no writing credits: 
camera, Ernest Palmer, Ray Rennahan. Cast: Henry 
Fonda, Linda Darnell, Mary Beth Hughes, John Car- 
radine, Guy Kibbe, Jane Darwell, Eddie Collins, Teq 
North, Olin Howland. 

TIN PAN ALLEY, musical; asso. prod., Kenneth Mac- 
Gowan; dir., Walter Wh no writing credits; camera, 
Leon Shamroy. Cast: Alice Faye, Betty Grable, Jack 
Oakie, John Payne, Allen Jenkins, Ben Carter. 

ROMANCE OF THE RIO GRANDE, western: asso. 
prod., Sol Wurtzel; dir., Herbert I. Leeds; no writing 
credits; camera, Charles Clarke. Cast: Cesar Romero, 
Ricardo Cortez, Patricia Morison, Chris-Pan Martin, 
Lynne Roberts, Pedro de Cordoba, Aldrich Bowker, 
Joseph MacDonald, Raphael Bennett, Inez Palange. 


GOLDEN HOOFS, drama; asso. prod., R. Dietrich and 
Walter Morosco; dir., Lynn Shores; camera, Lucien An- 
driot. Cast: Jame Withers, Charles Rogers, Katharine 
Aldridge, Robert Conway, Robert Shaw, Cliff Clark, 
Edward McWade, Philip Hurlich, Buddy Pepper. 

CORNCOB KELLY’S BENEFIT, comedy; asso. prod., 
Sol M. Wurtzel; dir. Norman Foster; camera, Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Marvin Stephens, Rita Quigley, Eugene 
Pallette, Richard Lane, Dorothy Peterson, Charles D. 
Brown, Frank Burke, Lee Murray. 

PRIVATE PRACTICE OF MICHAEL SHAYNE, 
drama; exc. prod. Sol Wurtzel; dir. Eugene Forde; 
screenplay, Stanley Rauh and Manning O'Connor; 
based on novel” ky Bret Halliday; camera, George 
Schneiderman. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Morjorie Weaver, 
Donald McBride, Elizabeth Patterson, Walter Abel, 
Douglas Dumbrille. 

ZANE GREY’S WESTERN UNION, drama, in Tech- 
niéolor; asso. prod., Harry Joe Brown; dir., Fritz Lang; 
no writing credits; camera, Edward Cronjager and 
Allen Dabey. Cast: Robert Young, Randolph Scott, 
Dean Jagger, Virginia Gilmore, John Carradine, Laird 
Cregar, Slim Summerville. 


United Artists 





Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ToBe 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Geldwyn ..... 1 1 0 1) 0 
Selznick ...... 2 0 0 0 2 
Wanger ....... 4 2 0 0 2 
Chaplin ....... 1 1 0 0 0 
PE ice sibwe's 5 0 0 0 5 
UL. ® bans 900% 3 0 0 0 3 
Edw. Small.... 1 1 0 0 0 
Lesser-Lubitsch 2 0 0 0 2 
Loew-Lewin .. 2 0 1 0 1 
Bronson ...... 3 0 0 0 3 
R. Rowland.... 1 0 0 0 1 
WE, on650000 1 0 0 9 1 
S egxcken 26 5 1 0 20 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

THE WESTERNER, western drama; producer, Sam- 
uel Goldwyn; director, William Wyler; no writing 
credits released; camera, Gregg Toland. Cast: Gary 
Cooper, Walter Brennan, Fred Stone, Doris Davenport, 
Dana Andrews, Tom Tyler, Virginia Gilmore, Paul 
Hurst, Lupita Tovar, Forrest Tucker, Chill Wills, 
Charles Halton, 


THE LONG VOYAGE HOME, sea drama; producer, 
the Argosy Corp. (Walter Wanger-John Ford); director, 
John Ford; screen play, Dudley Nichols suggested by 
four one-act plays by Eugene O'Neill; camera, Gregg 
Toland. Cast: John Wayne, Thomas Mitchell, Ian 
Hunter, Barry Fitzgerald, John SS oar Arthur Shields, 
Joseph Sawyer, Ward Bond, ilfrid Lawson, J. M. 
Kerrigan, Jack Pennick, Harry Tenbrook, Rafialo Ot- 


tiano, Constantine Romanoff, Carmen Moraies. 
THE GREAT DICTATOR; production, direction, 
screen play, Charles Chaplin; camera, Karl Struss and 


Rollie Totheroh. Cast: Charles Chaplin, Paulette God- 
dard, Jack Oakie, Reginald Gardiner, Henry Daniell, 
Emma Dunn, Maurice Moscovitch, Carter de Haven, 
Nellie V. Nichols, Esther Nichelson. 


THE SON OF MONTE CRISTO, costume drama; 
prod., Edward Small; dir., Rowland V. Lee; script, 
George Bruce, from Alexandre Dumas novel; camera, 
Guy Robinson; music by Edward Ward. Cast: Louis 
Hayward, Joan Bennett, George Sanders, Florence 
Bates. 

UA Pictures in Production 


FLOTSAM, drama (Loew-Lewin) dir., John Crom- 
well; screenplay, Talbot Jennings: camera, William 
Daniels. Cast: Frederic March, Margaret Sullavean, 
i yg Dee, Glenn Ford, Anna Sten, Erich Von Stro- 
eim. 





Universal 
Prom- Com- Shoot- Now To Be 
ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Features . . 40 1l 4 12 28 
Arlen-Devine 
Actions ..... 7 1 0 2 4 
Westerns ...... 7 5 0 5 2 
BOTials ........ 4 2 0 2 2 
Frank Lloyd... 3 0 0 0 3 
ae 61 19 4 21 39 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


WINNERS OF THE WEST (1940-41 serial); producer, 
Henry MacRae; directors, Ford Beebe, Ray Taylor; 
original screen play, Charles R. Condon, George H. 
Plympton, and Basil Dickey; camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: 
Dick Foran, Anne Nagel, James Craig, Tom Fadden, 
William Desmond, Harry Woods, Ed Keane, Charles 
Stevens, Charles Morrison, Edgar Edwards, Edmund 
Cobb, Roy Barcroft, Bill Hunter, Slim Whitaker, Rob- 
ert Long, Grace Cunard, Ed Cassidy, Trevor Bardette, 
Jim Farley, Vyola Vonn. 

MARGIE, comedy with songs; asso. prod., Joseph G. 
Sanford; co-directors, Otis Garrett and Paul Gerard 
Smith; original and script, Scott Darling and Erna 
Lazarus; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Tom Brown. 
Nan Grey, Joy Hodges, Mischa Auer, Edgar Kennedy, 
Allen Jenkins, Eddie Quillan, Richard Bane. 

JUNIOR G-MEN (1940-41 serial); asso. prod., Henry 
MacRae; co-dirs., Ford Beebe and John Rawlins; orig. 

(Continued on page 22) 
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UNIVERSAL presev 


starring GLORIA JEAN with 


ROBERT STACK - HUGH HERBERT - C. AUBREY SMITH 
STUART ERWIN + NAN GREY + EUGENE PALLETTE 
BUTCH & BUDDY ° BILLY GILBERT and Gloria's “uncles”: 


FRANK JENKS *NOAH BEERY, Sr.eMAURICE COSTELLO * CHARLES RAY 
FRED KELSEY * MONTY BLUE * TOM DUGAN « WILLIAM DESMOND 
EDGAR DEERING* KENNETH HARLAN « PAT O'MALLEY « DAVID OLIVER 


Screenplay by Daniel Taradash, Gertrude Purcell, 
Harold Goldman - Original Story by GROVER JONES 


Directed by ANDREW MARTON © produced ny JOE PASTERNAK 
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screen play, George H. Plympton, Basil Dickey and 
Rex Taylor: pss Jerome Ash. Cast: Billy Halop, 
Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell, Bernard Punsley. 

RAGTIME COWBOY JOE, western; asso. prod., 
Joseph Sanford; dir., Ray Taylor; no writing credits; 
camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, fuzzy 
Knight, Nell ODay, Harry Ten Brook, Dick Custer, 
Marilyn Merrick, Walt Soderling, Harold Goodwin, 
Wilfred Lucas. 

LAW AND ORDER, formerly MAN FROM 
CHEYENNE, western; dir., Ray Taylor; screen play, 
Sherman Lowe; camera, Jerome Ash. Cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight, Nell ODay. 

THE LEATHER PUSHERS, action comedy; prods., 
Arlen-Devine; dir., John Rawlins; original story, Larry 
Rhine and Ben Chapman; screen play, Larry Rhine, 
Ben Chapman, Maxwell Shane; camera, Stanley Cortez. 
Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy Devine, Astrid Allwyn, 
Horace MacMahon, Shemp Howard, Eddie Gribbon, 
Douglas Fowley, Charles D. Brown. ; 

A LITTLE BIT OF HEAVEN, comedy-drama with 
songs; prod., Joe Pasternack; dir., Andrew Marton; orig. 
story, Grover Jones; script, Jones, Daniel Taradash, 
Harold Goldman; camera, John Seitz. Cast: Gloria 
Jean, Robert Stack, Nan Grey, Hugh Herbert, C. Aubrey 
Smith, Billy Gilbert, Butch and Buddy, Nana Bryant, 
Frank Jenks, 

ISLE OF MISSING MEN, formerly SOUTH OF 
SAMATRA, formerly THE DEVIL’S PIPELINE, com- 
edy; asso. prod., Ben Pivar; dir. Christy Cabanne; 
orig. screen play, Paul Huston; camera, John Boyle. 
Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy Devine, Jeanne Kelly, 
James Flavin, Francis McDonald, John Eldredge, Eddy 
Waller, Dick Botiller, John Rogers, Jay Novello, Mala, 
Harry Fleischman, Nestor Paiva. 

THE PONY POST, western; asso. prod., Joseph G. 
Sanford; dir., Ray Taylor; orig. story and screen play, 
Sam Robins; camera, Wiltiam Sickner. Cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight, Nell O’Day, Dorothy Short, 
Kermit Maynard, Tom Chatterton. Stanley Biystone, 
Ray Teal, Eddie Cobb, Lane Chandler, Jack Rockwell. 


MEET THE WILDCAT, drama; asso. prod., Joseph G. 
Sanford; dir., Arthur Lubin; story and screen play, 
Alex Gottlieb; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Margaret 
Lindsay, Ralph Bellamy, Joseph Schildkraut, Allen 
Jenkins, Jerome Cowan, Robert O. Davis, Frank Puglia. 

GREEN HORNET STRIKES AGAIN, serial; asso. 
rod., Henry MacRae; dirs., Ford Beebe and John Raw- 

Soot screen play, George H. Plympton, Basil Dickey, 
Sherman Lowe; camera, Jerome Ash. Cast: Warren 
Hull, Anne Nagel, Wade Boteler, Keye Luke, James 
Seay, Harry Fleischman, Robert Blair, Fred Cliff, Ken- 
neth Rhoades, 

FIREMAN SAVE MY CHILD, comedy; asso. prod., 
Burt Kelly; dirs., Otis Garrett, Paul Gerard Smith; 
screen play, Jane Storm, Sy Bartlett; camera, Elwood 
Bredell. Cast: Baby Sandy, Stuart Erwin, Una Merkel, 
Edgar Kennedy, William Frawley. 

GIVE US WINGS, melodrama; asso. prod., Ken Gold- 
smith; dir., Charles Lamont; orig. story, Elliott Gib- 
bons; screen play, Arthur T. Horman; camera, John 
Boyle. Cast: Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Bernard Punsly, 
Gabriel Dell, Bobby Jordon, Wallace Ford, Anne 
Gwynne, Milburn Stone, Shemp Howard. 

BOSS OF BULLION CITY, formerly TRAIL TO 
PARADISE VALLEY, formerly PARADISE VALLEY, 
western; asso. prod., Joseph G. Sanford; dir., Ray Tay- 
lor; orig. screen play, Arthur St. Claire, Victor McLeod; 
camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, 
Fuzzy Knight, Nell O’Day, Maria Montez, Harry Wood, 
Melvin Lang, Earle Hodgins, Karl Hackett, Dick Alex- 
ander, George Humbert. 

STREETS OF CAIRO, meller; asso. prod., Joseph G. 
Stanford; dir., Leslie Kardos; orig. screen play, Alex 
Gottlieb; camera, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Sigrid Gurie, 
Barbara O’Neil, Ralph Byrd, Eddie Quillar, Rod La- 
Roque, 

BURY ME NOT ON THE LONE PRAIRIE, western; 
asso, prod., Joseph G, Stanford; dir., Ray Taylor; orig. 
screenplay, Sherman Lowe; camera, Jerome Ash. Cast: 
Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy Night, Nell O’Day. 

SEVEN SINNERS, romantic drama; prod., Joe Pas- 
ternak; dir., Tay Garnett; original story, Tugend, Fodor 
and Vadnai; screen play, John Meehan: camera. Ru- 
dolph Mate. Cast: Marlene Dietrich, John Wayne, 
Mischa, Auer, Broderick Crawford, Oscar Homolka, 
Albert Dekker, Anna Lee. 

U Pictures in Production 


CARIBBEAN HOLIDAY, formerly CARIBBEAN 
NIGHTS, musical; asso, prod., Leonard Spigelgass; dir., 
Joseph A. McDonough; screen play, Charles Grayson; 
Bruce’ an Ailes tant oa Allan Jones, Virginia 

lice, Bu 0 u Costello, Le i 
Moran, Nina Orla. ~~ 

LUCKY DEVILS, formerly FLYING NEWS, action 


THE BANK DICK, comedy; dir., Edward F. Cline; 
no writing credits; camera, Milton Krasner. Cast: Ww. 
C. Fields, Franklin Pangborn, Shemp Howard, Russell 
Hicks, Grady Sutton, Harlan Briggs, Bill Wolf, Nora 
Cecil, Emmett Vogan. 


WHO KILLED COCK ROBIN?, myster melo; asso., | ever work was available. 


prod., Ben Pivar; dir., John Rawlins; orig., Larry Rhine, 
Ben Chapman; screenplay, Larry Rhine, Ben Chapman, 
Maxwell Shane: camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Richard 
Arlen, Andy Devine. 

SAN FRANCISCO DOCKS, drama; asso. prod., Mar- 
shall Grant: dir., Arthur Lubin; orig. screenplay, Stan- 
ley Rubin and Edmund L. Hartman. Cast: Burgess 
Meredith, Irene Hervey, 
Walburn, Robert Armstrong. 


Warners 





Prom- Com- Sheet- Now To Be 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
re 48 ll a 12 36 
Capra-Riskin .. 1 1 0 1 0 
rae 1 0 i) 0 1 
re 50 12 4 13 37 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

TUGBOAT ANNIE SAILS AGAIN, comedy; prod., 
Edmund Grainger; dir., Lew Seiler; original, Norman 
Reilly Raine; camera, Arthur Edeson, Cast: Marjorie 
Rambeau, Alan Hale, Ronald Reagan, Jane Wyman. 

A DISPATCH FROM REUTERS, formerly THE 
MAN FROM FLEET STREET, drama; prod. Henry 
Blanke; dir., William Dieterle; no writing credits; cam- 
era, James Wong Howe. Cast: Edward G. Robinson, 
Eddie Albert, a Best, Albert Basserman, Otto 
Kruger, Gene Lockhart, Montagu Love, Frank Reicher, 
Egon Brecher, Edward McWade, John Qualen, Harry 
Green. 

THE LETTER, drama; prod., Robert Lord; dir., Wil- 
liam Wyler; original, Somerset Maugham; camera, Tony 
Gaudio. Cast: Bette Davis, Herbert Marshall, James 
Stephenson, Gail Sondergaard, David Newell, Bruce 
Lester, Tetsu Komai, Willie Fung. 

HONEYMOON FOR E, cornedy; asso. prod., 
Henry Blanke; dir., Lloyd Bacon; original, Allen Scott 
and George Haight; screen play, Earl Baldwin and 
Phil Epstein; camera, Ernest Haller. Cast: George 
Brent, Osa Massen, Charles Ruggles, Jane Wyman, 
William T. Orr, Lee Patrick, Johnny Downs. 

FOUR MOTHERS, drama; asso. prod., Henry Blanke; 
dir., William Keighley; screen play, Steuhen More- 
house Avery; camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Priscilla 
Lane, Rosemary Lane, Lola Lane, Gale Page, Claude 
Rains, May Robson, Jeffry Lynn, Frank McHugh, Eddie 
Albert, Dick Foran, Vera Lewis. 

FATHER KNOWS BEST, comedy; asso. prod., Wil- 
liam Jacobs; dir., Noel Smith; screen play, Robert Kent; 
camera, Ted McCord. Cast: Grant Mitchell, Nana 
Bryant, Jan Clayton, Peter Ashley, Lee Patrick, John 
Litel, Dick Clayton. 

SANTA FE TRAIL, historic western; asso, prod., 
Rebert Fellows; dir., Michael Curtiz; orig. screen play, 
Robert Buckner; camera, Sol Polito. Cast: Errol Flynn, 
Olivia de Havilland, Raymond Massey, Ronald Reagan, 
William Orr, Alan Hale, Guinn Williams, Henry 
O’Neill, Van Heflin, Allan Baxter, John Litel, Moroni 
Olsen, William Lundigan, David Bruce, Frank Wilcox, 
William Marshall, George Haywood. 

MEET JOHN DOE, drama: Frank Capra-Robert Ris- 
kin production; dir., Frank Capra; orig., Richard Con- 
nell; screen play, Robert Riskin, Frank Capra, Myles 
Connolly; camera, George Barnes. Cast: Gary Cooper, 
Barbara Stanwyck, Edward Arnold, Walter Brennan, 
James Gleason, Rod LaRocque, Granville Bates, Pierre 
Watkins, Henry O’Neill, Warren Hymer, Pat Flaherty, 
Ann Doran. 

Warner Pictures in Production 

HIGH SIERRA, drama; asso. prod., Mark Hellinger; 
dir., Raoul Walsh; story by W. R. Burnett; screen play, 
John Huston and W. R. Burnett; camera, Tony Gaudio. 
Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Ida Lupino, Joan Brooks, Alan 
Curtis, Arthur Kennedy, Anthony Quinn, Henry 
Travers, Henry Hull, Willie Best 

LADY WITH THE RED HAIR, drama; asso. prod., 
Edmund Grainger; dir. Kurt Bernhardt; screen play, 
Milton Krims, Charles Kenyon; camera, Arthur Edesen. 
Cast: Mariam Hopkins, Claude Rains, Richard Ainley, 
Laura Hope Crews, Mona Barrie, Helen Westley, 
Helene Millard, Fritz Leiber, Cornel Wilde, Halliwell 
Hobbes. 

SOUTH OF SUEZ, drama; asso. prod., Bryan Foy; 
dir., Lou Seiler; screen play, Barry Trivers and Michael 
Hogan; camera, Arthur Todd. Cast: George Brent, 
Geraldine Fitzgerald, Branda Marshall, James Stephen- 

son, George Tobias, Miles Mander. 


Barry Fitzgerald, Raymond | 





melodrama; asso. prod., Ben Pivar: 


orig. story by Sam Robins; screen play, Alex Gottlieb: 
camera, Charles Van Enger. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy 
Devine, Dorothy Lovett, Jack Arnold, Gus Schilling, 
Dora Clemant, Frank Mitchell, Roger 


Hugh Huntley, 
Haliday. 


dir., Fred Frank; ALWAYS 
Smith; 


Virginia Brissac, 











Goldwyn Suit 








Continued from page 4 








*Q Planes,’ both of which have been 
released by Columbia. This is assert- 
ed to be a breach of contract of their 
UA distribution deal, but condoned 
by the distributing company. The 
154-page complaint asserts the follow- 
ing charges as reasons why Goldwyn 
was justified in writing UA and ter- 
minating his 10-year distribution 
agreement, which has till Sept. 2, 
1945, to run, 


It is charged that from July 22, 
1936, UA has ‘failed to devote its best 
interests to the proper distribution’ 
of Goldwyn’s films and failed to ‘se- 
cure the highest prices and best pos- 
sible grosses.’ 


It is charged that the defendants 
used Goldwyn’s films to secure better 
terms for other producers’ pictures. 
It is charged that in 1939 the defend- 
ant conspired through its officers, 
directors and employees to drive 
Goldwyn from business by offering 
inducements to exhibitors to take the 


films of other producers and not | 


| those of Goldwyn; by preventing 
|Goldwyn from securing the good- 


{| Will of the sales department of UA at | 
the national sales convention in Lés | 


Angeles in May, 1939; by isolating 
him from the defendant’s employees 
and allowing officers of UA to make 
derogatory remarks about him, hold- 
ing him up to scorn and ridicule. UA 
|is charged with releasing false and 
_misleading statements to the press 
about the producer, and mainly to 
the effect that he was financially un- 
jsound. Other charges are getting 
|Goldwyn’s employees to quit him, 
withholding of moneys due, calling 
him a contract-breaker by releasing 
| Statements to the press to that effect, 
stating to the press that artists, direc- 
}ors, etc., under contract to Goldwyn 
| were resigning, and failure to pay 
| $54.559 due him under ‘the Silver- 
| stone producers profit plan.’ 

It is claimed that ‘The Westerner’ 
cost $1,200,000 and that distribution 
contracts with Paramount and War- 
ner Bros. which had been made were 
forced to be cancelled through coer- 








cion and threats on the part of UA to 


| these companies, 


O’Shea, Ferris Taylor. 


A BRIDE, formerly SO THEY WERE 
WED, comedy; asso. prod., William Jacobs; dir., Noel 
screenplay, 
Schoenbaum. Cast: Rosemary Lane, George Reeves, 


Robert Kent; camera, Charles 


Francis Pierlot, John Eldridge, Oscar 








Marg. Clark 


Continued from page 4 














| 1920 Miss Clark retired from acting. 
She had married two years previ- 


|ously Harry Palmerston Williams, of 

New Orleans, pioneer builder of air- 
|planes, and she made her home 
there, living in the quiet seclusion of 
the social life of the city. In 1936 
| Williams was killed in an airplane 
/accident. In the past several years 
|she divided her time between New 
| Orleans and New York. 


She possessed remarkable charite- 
| ble instincts and scores of young 
|stage and screen aspirants were 
'aided generously, although secretly, 
| by her interest and friendship, 


| In an editorial recounting the 
affection in which she was held by 
| the public over many years the N. Y. 
| Herald Tribune (27) declared: 
‘Today members of fhe so-called 
‘older generation’ would not trade 
the memory of her for all the 


glamour girls from 52d street to 
| Malibu Beach.’ 











SWG Wins 








Continued from page ae ee 


tral, who said his idea was to cut 


down calls, 
5,000 during peak hours. 





Philbrick’s 


alternative was to make calls direct 


to the players in these groups when- 
Protests 
were made by representatives 
racial groups, headed by Paul Cook, 
who declared the plan was totally 
unnecessary. 

Suspension threatens, hundreds of 
extras for non-payment of dues to 
the Screen Actors Guild unless they 
liquidate by Nov. 1. SAG is ready- 
ing a notice that all Class B mem- 
bers delinquent as of Aug. 1 will be 
placed on the suspended list if they 
do not pay up that quarter before 
the first day of next month. Idea is 
in line with the Guild policy to elim- 
inate occasional extras and make 
more jobs for players who have no 
outside income. Approximately 2,000 
extras were recently dropped from 
the rolls, chiefly because they were 
more than half a year behind in their 
payments. 

SAG Lifts Suspensions 


SAG Council adopted a resolution 
asking the board of directors to lift 
suspensions against Mike Morelli and 
Jack Gordon, two extras placed on 
the ineligible list on charges of mak- 
ing physical threats against Central 
Casting directors. The Council de- 
clared that evidence was insufficient 
to warrant suspension, and that even 
if the charges were true, SAG is 
without jurisdiction over an outside 
argument involving a Guild mem- 
ber. It recommended new hearings 
for the pair. 

New chairman of the SAG Council 
is Florence Wix, first woman ever 
elected to that office. She takes over 
the job vacated by Bob ‘Alabama’ 
Davis. 

Screen Office Employes Guild 
committee of 100 elected Bernard 
Lusher, Metro employe, chairman, 
and Floyd Joyer, of Columbia, secre- 
tary. Committee is «clearing up 
loose ends in the drive to be named 
the bargaining agent for studio white 
collar workers. Represented, in ad- 
dition to Metro and Columbia, are 
Republic, RKO, Universal, Techni- 
color, General Service, Walter Wan- 
ger, Samuel Goldwyn and David O. 
Selznick. 





MINNEAPOLIS 





(Continued from page 10) 


‘Rhythm Revels.’ Midwest wheel 
burlesgue show, but clean and in- 
offensive ‘ey > for a Sunday 
school class, is lots of show for the 
money, but picture and lack of box- 
office name are handicaps. May 
reach fair $4,000. Last week, $3,600, 
light. 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Ladies Live’ (WB) and ‘Triple 
Justice’ (RKO), dual first runs. In 
for five days and satisfactory $1,200 
indicated. ‘Leather Pushers’ (U) 
and ‘Five Little Peppers in Trouble’ 
(Col), also dual first-runs, open 
teday (Tuesday). Last week, 
fore Hang’ (Col) and ‘River’s End’ 
(WB), dual first-runs, $2,200, big, for 
five days. 


Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 39-44- 
55)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G). After 
two big weeks at State, still has 
plenty of boxoffice vitality left. 
Hitting at strong $7,000 clip and 
may go still another week. Last 
week, ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G), $3,000, 
poor, 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)—‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) (reissue), May wind 
up to satisfactory $900. Last week, 
‘Daltons Rode’ (U) (2d wk.), $750. 
mild after big $3,900 in eight days at 
Gopher, 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 28)— 
‘Argentine Nights’ (U). Traveling 
at nice speed and should wind up 
with pretty good $3,000. Last week, 
Dance, Girl’ (RKO), poor $2,200 in 
Six days. 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800: 39- 


44-55)—‘Foreign Correspondent’ | 


(UA). Glowing advance reports and 


heavy advertising campaign should | 


bring this one up to good $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and 
Carlos Monlina band on stage, poor 


’ 


State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39-44) 
— Brigham Young’ (20th). This 
one getting nowhere at $6,500, light. 
og) ye an Town’ (M-G) (2d 

-), good : afte i 
first week. 1 oe 

Uptown (Par) (1,200: 28-39)— 
‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). First 
neighborhood showing. Looks like 
good $2,800. Last week, ‘Love Again’ 
(M-G), first neighborhood showing, 
preity good $2,400, 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) 
28-39-44-55)—‘Ramparts’ (RKO) (2d 
wk.). Plenty of curiosity aroused 
over ‘Baptism of Fire’ sequence and 
boxoffice is cashing in on it. Best 
magnet house has had in man 


(350; 





months. Should reach fine 000 
after very big $3,600 first tt : 


which reach 4,000 to 


of 


‘Be- | 


HARRIET PARSONS TO Do 
REP’S DEBUT SHORTS 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

Harriet Parsons closed a deal to 
produce, direct and write 12 shorts 
for Republic under the title of Ho). 
lywood Highlights’. Series deals 
with picture personalities. 

Marks entry of Republic into the 
shorts fields for the first time, com- 
|peting with RKO’s ‘Picture People’ 
}and Columbia's ‘Screen Snapshots’, 


Minnesota, Mpls., Into 
Voluntary Bankruptcy 


Minneapolis, Oct. 1, 

After an unsuccessful attempt 
themselves to operate the theatre 
with a vaudfilm policy and after 
long futile efforts to obtain a tenant 
for the showhouse, the Minneapolis 
Theatre Co. owner of the $2,000. 
000 4,000-seat Minnesota theatre, 
largest, costliest and most beautiful 
in the northwest, have tossed it into 
voluntary bankruptcy. The state- 
ment filed with Federal district court 
here reveals total liabilities of $588. 
194 and assets of only $3,327, aside 
from the building itself and a long- 
term lease on the ground which the 
structure occupies. The value of the 
two latter items are ‘unknown,’ it's 
asserted. 

Ground rental is unpaid since De- 
cember, 1939, and leaseholders-own- 
ers have the privilege of cancelling 
the lease because of the default, but 
have not done so yet, probably for 
the reason that the theatre also 
| would be a white elephant on their 
hands in view of the heavy taxes 
on it and the apparent impossibility 
of securing a tenant. Whether the 
theatre is to be sold at auction to 
help satisfy creditors’ claims or 
turned over to the leasehold owners 
is up to the court to decide. But the 
general opinion among the trade 
here is that regardless of the court 
action, the house eventually will be 
torn down for a parking lot or con- 
verted into a garage. 























| Pix Shortwave 
| _ es Continued from page 3 


|and as many in Portuguese. Latter 
| would be a duplication of the Span- 
|ish ones, excepting in the other lan- 
| guage because of listeners in Brazil. 
| Short-wave broadcasts over NBC are 
| designed so that half of the material 
| weekly will be about the acceptabil- 
ity of the American products as a 
whole, while the other half would be 
devoted to more or less outright 
— for individual company prod- 

Present plan is to have crack mas- 
ter of ceremonies for both Spanish 
j}and Portuguese language programs 
|to handle the whole film industry 
|ballyhoo, prepared likely through 
| material supplied by the Hays office. 
|The individual plugs would be via 
|Platters produced on the Coast, 
| where talent, music and players from 
| the film in qyestion would be avail- 
ios. Both would be broadcast from 

These individual company ballys 
would be represented by 52 programs 
| per year. Thus for seven companies, 
| which probably will be in on the 
| Short-wave lineup, each distributor 
| would have approximately seven 
| such 30-minute spots or with the 30- 
minute period each week split up 
among the seven. Actual way this is 
| to be split up will be decided shortly 
| by the six or seven companies. Short- 
| wave broadcasts have been lined up 
| with the idea of hitting the same 
| Stations at the same time on two 
|nights weekly with the same Jan- 
guage. 


| 

















Football 


Continued from page 7 


more for night games but this year, 
the season got under way Sept. 21, 
before even the big league baseball 
schedule was finished. 

When large cities like Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh can draw _ night 
crowds of 20,000 to 40,000 on Friday 
and Saturday nights it is certain to 
hurt at the cinema b.o. N. Y. Giants 
played the Philly Eagles last Sat- 
urday with attendance estimated at 
above 20,000. 

Only break that exhibitors get on 
night football is that the season only 
extends a little over two months, 
most of the playing being done in 
October and November. As with 
night baseball, the gridiron game 
under the ares is competition that 
can’t be beat because it ig seasonal 


}and legitimate, 
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Arg ke a aaic 
drama of America’s 









last fighting frontier... 











starring the hero of’ ‘Cimarron’ and ‘Man of Conquest’ 


RICHARD DIX 


with 


| Florence Rice -William Henry 


Screen Play by Norman Houston and Bernard McConville + Based 
on a Story by Bernard McConville + Directed by LESLEY SELANDER 
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hibitors are parties to the proceed- 
ings, and have more to lose than to 
gain if they attempt to intervene. 
From a procedural standpoint, any 
exhibitor can ask to be heard before 
a settlement is approved .by the 
court. It is considered highly improb- 
able that the court would stay its 
hand on account of a single chain or 
individual theatre operator. A solid 
front probably would be necessary 
to stall ratification of the armistice, 
and there is no evidence that con- 
certed protest will be voiced. 

The attitude of the exhibs has not 
been finally revealed, pending this 
week’s huddle at the Justice Depart- 
ment. Nobody expects the Allied 
States group, most vociferous and 
belligerent enemies of the majors, to 
stick its chin out—because if it be- 
came a party of record, this faction 
would be bound by whatever action 
is taken eventually to the ‘extent of 
asking for permission to enter the 
tiff. As long as the five biggest de- 
fendants seem disposed (even though 
only from a financial standpoint) to 
settle the controversy by a consent 
decree, it is felt there is no chance 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
Association will demur. 

Some wails from smaller blocs are 
likely, but none of the principal par- 
ticipants or observers think they will 
upset the apple-cart. Especially if 
the Justice Department force marches 
in announcing a plan to file a modi- 
fied complaint against Columbia, Uni- 
versal and United Artists. 


(There still is a faint chance, in the 
eyes of local watchers, that these 
three companies will decide it is to 
everybody's advantage to string 
along, even though they feel wounded 
because they were made parties 
without owning theatres.) [In New 
York, Edward C. Raftery, attorney 
for UA, says there isn’t a chance; 
furthermore, he views the consent 
dectee as ‘not wanted by anybody 
now, especially the exhibitors.’] 

A request for added time to pur- 
sue negotiations is most unlikely. 
The Justice Department considers 
it has gone as far as can be reason- 
ably expected to bring about an 
amicable adjustment of trade prac- 
tice complaints. The five principal 
defendants are disposed to try out 
the compromise, if only to avoid the 
financial load that a trial would en- 
tail. (In some circles, it is believed 
these companies are glad to have an 
alibi for testing a new distribution 
system, even though the Govern- 
ment reserves the right to demand 
later on that the Federal courts pass 
on the questions whether (1) talent 
swapping and (2) integration violate 
the Sherman act.) 





Indies’ Spot 


Position of the independent exhibs 
is rather unusual. No matter how 
loudly they yelped about the in- 
sufficiency of the consent decree, 
| most of the theatre-owners feel the 
| best strategy is to keep mum. When 
ithe principals—in this case the 
| Federal Government and five of the 
|eight defendants—are in agreement, 
only a showing of unusual circum- 
stances is likely to cause the court 
to postpone action because of the 
| feeling of outsiders. And if the final 
|action should be deferred in order 
to give exhibs a chance to intervene, 
the intervenor runs a risk of losing 
everything. In the event the decree 
finally is approved, the musclers 
would be tied hand and fist. They 
might be able to come back and ask 
for modification of the agreement 
months hence but they also would 
run the risk of being cited for con- 
tempt if they did any muttering out- 
side the courtroom. By remaining 





Consent Decree All Set 


from page 5 





in present circumstances, they fee] 
and equally unsatisfactory, ~ , 

No names have been menti 
but certain film renters clearly jnqj_ 
cate their disappointment at the wa 
the D. of J. has handled the eaax 
Suspicion is that the trust-busters 
were taken in by the majors and 
that the staff which prepared the 
case lacked both the backbone and 
the competency to proceed to a vic- 
torious (to the exhib groups) con. 
clusion. 

Besides, when the mask of Piety js 
removed, a good many theatre-own. 
,ers don't want the present distribu. 
tion system altered, at least not as 
radically as the proposed decree 
would entail. They'd like to be able 
| to buy in bunches, providing the deal 
,is on their own terms. One big de- 
| fect in the five-picture-bundle theory 
| is that it won't enable some exhibs 
‘in spots where competition is hot 
jto tie up product that the opposi- 
tion might obtan. Or the proposed 
remedy will result in higher prices 
to reach this objective. 

Another reason why the exhibs 
are likely to be aloof is feeling the 
; consent decree may in time demon- 
strate that the idea behind the Neely 
bill is feasible. (To some extent, 
this is contradictory, but the senti- 
| ments of the theatre-owners is by 
no means unanimous). From a self. 
ish viewpont, they figure both ihe 
studios and the distributors wil] dis- 
cover and admit there is nothing 
impracticable about completing pic- 
tures before the booking season 
Starts or about having trade show- 
ings. Even though the suit has been 
hanging over their heads, the studios 
have been functioning at full speed, 
it is noted, and have a good many 
more than five films ready to sell. 

The consent decree, regarded in 
this fashion, might nullify all the 
arguments about the risk involved 
in turning out a season's supply 
minus an assured market, the wily 
}exhibs anticipate. As long as it is 
| possible for Hollywood to go forward 
|}on a 40-picture basis while negotiat- 
jing with the Government about sell- 
jing in blocks of five only, it is rea- 
| sonable to conclude that the studios 
| could operate as is even though the 
| distribution end had to haggle over 
|}each picture. That's the way some 
of the exhibs look at the situation. 

Definite plans will be worked cut 
|minus Assistant Attorney General 
| Arnold, who also is not likely to 
| show up in court next week. The 
| head trust-buster is still away from 
| the desk and not due back until the 
end of the week, probably after the 
parley with the majors’ legal corps. 


oned, 

















Printed Wr-tt 


With the ink still wet on its 128 
printed pages, the consent decree, 
on which Government and film com- 
| pany attorneys have collaborated for 
the better part of three months, at 
last is in the hands of its authors 
and film executives undergoing the 
final stages of editing. Copies are 
withheld from publication until the 
instrument is in the final form in 
which it will be presented to Judge 
Henry W. Goddard, in N. Y. federal 
court, for his approval and signa- 
ture. 

Group of lawyers worked over the 
printed draft at an all day meet- 
ing yesterday (Tues.) in the Bar As- 
sociation building (N. Y.). It was 
the original intention to finish the 
| task in time for its presentation to 
|Judge Goddard next Monday (7) 
when hé resumes court hearing after 
the summer holiday. Spokesman 
for the group declared that the job 
of polishing the language will require 
| the balance of the week, after which 











aloof, the indies reserve the right to | the draft will be returned to Thur- 
lobby before Congress next year for|Man W. Arnold, head of the anti- 
the Neely bill or its equivalent, to | trust division of the Department of 

















ytoT Abbreviations 
M—Melodrama; C—Comedy ; ben-cuinntasdtielins W~ Western; D—Drama; KD—Komantic Drama; MU—Mustes! 
— a ew 
WEEK Rev. 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT BT. 
RELEASE Var. a ae 
8/14 THE SECRET SEVEN (Col) MB. Bennett-F. Bright 62 
8/9/40 8/7 I LOVE YOU AGAIN (M-G) CD W. Powell-M. Loy-F. McHugh 97 
8/7 DOOMED TO DIE (Mone) M BA. Karrloff-M. Reynolds 47 
7/10 CHAMBER OF HORRORS (Mono) ML. Banks-L. Palmer-G. Malo 85 
8/21 ONE CROWDED NIGHT (RKO) MB. Seward-D. Costello-W. Haade 67 
GIRL FROM AVENUE A (20th) CD J. Withers-K. Taylor-K. Aldridge 71 
7/10 STREET OF MEMORIES (20th) RD J. McGuire-L. Roberts 71 
8/7 CAPTAIN CAUTION (UA) D_ V.«. Mature-L. Platt-B. Cabot 84 
7/17 BOYS FROM SYRACUSE (U) MU A. Jones-M, Raye-J. Penner 72 
8/7 SING, DANCE, PLENTY HOT (Rep) MU R. Terry-J. Downs-B. Allen 72 
8/28 RIVER’S END (WB) M OD. Morgan-E. Earl-V. Jory 69 
/ 8/28 THE DURANGO KID (Col) wis C., Starrett-L. Walters 64 
8/16/40 8/21 GOLDEN FLEECING (M-G) CD L. Ayres-R. Johnson-V. Grev = 
8/21 LAUGHING AT DANGER (Mono) M éF. Darre-J. Hodges-G. Husten 61 
8/14 COMIN’ ROUND THE MOUNTAIN (Par) CCB. Burns-U. Merkel-P. Barrett 62 
9/4 STRANGER ON THIRD FLOOR (RKO) DOP. Lorre-J, McGuire-M. Tallichet 67 
7/24 RAMPARTS WE WATCH (RKO) D March of Time production 85 
8/14 RETURN OF FRANK JAMES (20th) D 4H. Fenda-A. Leeds-J, Cooper 92 
8/28 FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT (UA) RD J. McCrea-L. Day-H. Marshall 119 
6/12 ALL THIS, HEAVEN TOO (WB) D_sCOBA.. Davis-C. Boyer-B. O’Neill 140 
8/23/40 8/14 HE STAYED FOR BREAKFAST (Cel) CD Mz, Douglas-L. Young-U. O’Connor 86 
; 5/31/39 MISSING PEOPLE (Mone) D W.Fyffe-L. Harding-K. Walsh 69 
ARIZONA FRONTIER (Mono) WT. Ritter-S. Andrews-E. Finley 
RANGE BUSTERS (Mono) W sR. Corrigan-J. King-L. Walters 53 
7/24 THE GREAT McGINTY (Par) CCB. Denlevy-M. Angelus-A. Tamireff 81 
8/21 LUCKY PARTNERS (RKO) C G. Regers-R. Colman-F. Wray 98 
8/14 PIER 13 (20th) DL. Bari-L. Nolan-J. Valerie 67 
7/24 THE SEA HAWK (WB) DE. Flynn-B. Marshall-C. Rains 127 
} /30 /40 9/18 PEPPERS IN TROUBLE (Col) CCE. Fellows-D. Peterson-R. Sinclair 63 
, QUEEN OF THE YUKON (Mono) DC. Bickford-I. Rich 63 
8/7 BOOM TOWN (M-G) DC. Gable-S. Tracy-C. Colbert 117 
7/17 YOUNG PEOPLE (20th) CD S. Temple-J. Oakie-C. Greenwood 77 
8/21 RHYTHM ON THE RIVER (Par) COB. Cresby-M. Martin-B. Rathbone 92 
8/28 DANCE GIRL, DANCE (RKO) D WM. O’Hara-L. Hayward-L. Ball 88 
8/7 THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT (WB) MG. Rafi-A. Sheridan-H. Bogart 93 
OKLAHOMA RENEGADES (Rep) W_sR.«z Livingsten-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 
8/28 KIT CARSON (UA) WseiL. Bari-J. Hall 95 
9/6/40 CHAN AT WAX MUSEUM (20th) M _S. Toler-S. Yung-J. Valerie 
8/7 FUGITIVE FROM PRISON CAMP (Col) M_  4J. Holt-M. Marsh 53 
9/4 DR. KILDARE GOES HOME (M-G) RD iL. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. Day 78 
UP IN AIR (Mono) M OF. Darro-M. Moreland 61 
WHO IS GUILTY? (Mone) MB. Lyon-B. Blair 
9/4 ARGENTINE NIGHTS (U) MU Ritz Bros.-Andrews Sisters 12 
8/21 RIDE, TENDERFOOT, RIDE (Rep) w= G. Autry-S. Burnette-J .Storye 66 
8/28 MEN AGAINST THE SKY (RKO) RD R. Dix-K. Tayler-W. Barrie 713 
CALLING ALL HUSBANDS (WB) C G. Toebias-L. Fairbanks-E. Truex 61 
9/13, 40 9/4 HOWARDS OF VIRGINIA (Col) D C. Grant-M. Seott 115 
9/11 WYOMING (M-G) Ww WwW. Beery-L. Carille-A. Rutherford 84 
THE APE (Mono) M Boris Karloff 
9/11 GIRL FROM HAVANA (Rep) RD OD. O’Keefe-C. Carleton-V. Jory 69 
9/18 DREAMING OUT LOUD (RKO) C Lum and Abner-F, Langford $1 
8/28 PUBLIC DEB No. 1 (20th) C G. Murphy-B. Joyce-E. Maxwell 70 
9/11 HIRED WIFE (U) CD Rz. Russell-B, Aherne-R. Benchley 95 
LEATHER PUSHERS (U) C  R.« Arlen-A. Devine-A. Allwyn 
9/11 NO TIME FOR COMEDY (WB) C J. Stewart-R. Russell-C. Ruggles 98 
9/20/40 10/2 BEFORE I HANG (Col) M _sesé#WBBC« éKarioff-E. Keyes 62 
8/7 HAUNTED HONEYMOON (M-G) D R. Montgomery-C. Cummings 99 
THAT GANG OF MINE (Mono) M __B.. Jordan-L. Gorcey 
9/4 I WANT A DIVORCE (Par) DJ. Blondell-D. Powell-G. Dickson 91 
THIEF OF BAGDAD(UA) DC. Veidt-Sabu-J. Duprez 
TRIPLE JUSTICE(RKO) WG. O’Brien-V. Vale 
9/4 COLORADO (Rep) Ws sRz«. Rogers-G. Hayes-P. Moore 57 
YESTERDAY’S HEROES (20th) CD sOiR.« Sterling-J. Rogers-R. Gleason 60 
9/25 MUMMY’S HAND (U) M D. Foran-P. Moran-W. lord 65 
10/2 RAGTIME COWBOY JOE (U) Ww ~4J.M. Brown-N. O’Day-F. Knight 68 
9/25 THE WESTERNER (UA) Ww G. Cooper-W. Brennan 97 
9/11 CITY FOR CONQUEST (WB) D J. Cagney-A. Sheridan-F. Craven 105 
9, 27/40 ANGELS OVER BROADWAY (Col) D D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Hayworth 
‘ GLAMOUR FOR SALE (Col) D A. Louise-R. Pryor-J. MacCloy 
PRAIRIE SCHOONERS (Col) w B. Elliott-E. Young 
9/18 STRIKE UP THE BAND (M-G) MU M, Rooney-J. Garland-J. Preisser 115 
9/25 SKY MURDER (M-G) M R. Johnson-W. Pidgeon 71 
DRUMS OF THE DESERT (Mone) M L. Gray-R. Byrd 
9/11 RANGERS OF FORTUNE (Par) D F, MacMurray-P. Morison 79 
10/2 I’M STILL ALIVE (RKO) RD K. Taylor-L. Hayes-R. Morgan 70 
KNiW WHAT THEY WANTED (RKO) cD C. Laughton-C. Lombard-W. Gargan 
9/18 UNDER TEXAS SKIES (Rep) W_sOA. Mesquiteers-L, Ranson 57 
8/28 BRIGHAM YOUNG (20th) RD T. Power-L, Darnell-D. Jagger 112° 
10/2 SPRING PARADE (U) MU D. Durbin-R. Cummings-M. Auer 89 
EAST OF THE RIVER (WB) M J. Garfield-B. Marshall-M. Rambeau 
0/4/40 SO YOU WON’T TALK (Cel) Cc J. E. Brown-F. Robinson 
1 :? DULCY (M-G) Cc A. Sothern-I. Hunter-B. Burke 
OLE SWIMMIN’ HOLE (Mono) C M. M. Jones-J. Moran 
QUARTERBACK (Par) CD W. Morris-V, Dale-A. Mowbray 
7/24 VILLAIN STILL PURSUED HER (RKO) CA. Louise-R. Cromwell-H. Herbert 66 
WAGON TRAIN (RKO) W = T. Holt-M. O’Driscoll-R. Whitley 
9/25 GAY CABALLERO (20th) WwW  C. Romero-S, Ryan 58 
DIAMOND FRONTIER (U) M _ V. McLaglen-A. Nagel-J. Loder 
KNUTE ROCKNE—ALL AMERICAN (WB) D P. O’Brien-G. Page-R. Reagan 
10/11/40 THIRD FINGER, LEFT HAND (M-G) CD M. Leoy-M. Douglas 
YOU’RE OUT OF LUCK (Meno) C  F.Darro 
MOON OVER BURMA (Par) D D. Lamour-P. Foster-D. Nelan 
MELODY AND MOONLIGHT (Rep) CD J. Downs-J. Frazee-V. Vague 
FRONTIER VENGEANCE (Rep) w D. Barry-B. Moran 
TOO MANY GIRLS (REO) MU L. Ball-R. Carlson-A. Miller 
8/21 GREAT PROFILE (20th) D  4J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 79 
SEVEN SINNERS (U) RD M. Dietrich-J. Wayne-M. Auer 
FATHER IS A PRINCE (WB) Cc G. Mitchell-L. Patrick-J. Litel 
10/18/40 | NOBODY'S CHILDREN (Col) DE. Fellows-L. Wilson-B. Lee 
WEST OF ABILENE (Col) Ww C. Starrett-M. Cooley 
ESCAPE (M-G) D WN. Shearer-R. Taylor-Nazimova 
PARSONS OF DEVIL’S GAP (Meno) W =éT. Ritter 
9/18 CHRISTMAS IN JULY (Par) cD D. Powell-E. Drew 66 
. NIGHT TRAIN (26th) M M.Lockwood-R. Harrison 
9/18 LADDIE (RKO) D MT. Hoelt-S. Byington-V. Gilmore 69 
; SLIGHTLY TEMPTED (U) C UH. Herbert-P. Moran-J. Downs 60 
9/25 DISPATCH FROM REUTERS (WB) D_ E .Rebinson-E. Best-O. Kruger 89 
10/25/40 GIRLS UNDER 21 (Cel) DP. Keilly-R. Hudson 
HULLABALOO (M-G) MU_ F. Mergan-B. Burke-V. Grey 
’ PHANTOM OF CHINATOWN (Mono) DK. Luke 
10/2 CHEROKEE STRIP (Par) Ws sR.«. Dix-V. Jory-F. Rice Ra 
YOU'LL FIND OUT (RKO) MU _iK. _Kyser-H. Parrish-P. Lorre 
YOUNG BILL HICKOK (Rep) WR. Rogers-G. Hayes-J. Wells 
DOWN ARGENTINE WAY (20th) MUD. Ameche-B. Grable-C, Miranda 
LITTLE BIT OF HEAVEN (U) CD G. Jean-H. Herbert-N. Grey 
SON OF MONTE CRISTO (UA) D UL. Hayward-J, Bennett-G. Sanders 
TUGBOAT ANNIE SAILS AGAIN (WB) C M. Rambeau-A. Hale-J. Wyman 
11/1/40 BLONDIE PLAYS CUPID (Col) = P. Singleton-A. Lake-L, Simms 
D 
Cc 
D 
Cc 
M 
D 


PASSAGE WEST (Cel) 

ARISE MY LOVE (Par) 

LI'L ABNER (RKO) 

THE MARK OF ZORRO (20th) 

I'M NOBODY’S SWEETHEART NOW (VU) 
SOUTH OF SUMATRA (U) 

LADY WITH THE RED HAIR (WB) 


P. O’Brien-C. Bennett 

C. Colbert-R. Milland-W. Abel 
G. Owen-M. Ray-J. Morris 

T. Power-L. Darnell-B. Rathbone 
D. O’Keefe-C. Moore-H. Parrish 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 

M. Hopkins-C, Rains-R. Ainley 


put the heat on the Justice Depart- 
ment in an attempt to initiate new 
prosecuions, to file their own triple- 
damage suits, or to complain later 
about the consent decree. 

New bill in equity, or modification 
| of that filed more than two years 
| ago, aimed at Col., Universal, and 
| U. A. undoubtedly will be devoid of 
/most of the conspiracy accusations 
but still may pave the way for a 
showdown on some trade practices 
not pressed against the other de- 
fendants. Such as loaning of box- 
office names or tying up talent. Just 
what the papers would cover stil] 
has to be decided. 

From the indie angle, there are 
veiled expressions of hope that the 
Justice’ Department will not go to 
trial against any of the defendants. 
Victory in any action versus only 
three of the eight defendants would 
be empty, as far as most exhibitors 
are concerned. On the other hand, 
pressing charges against all of the 
so-called ‘Big Eight’ would be risky, 








| Justice, for his approval. Presenta- 
|tion to Judge Goddard is not ex- 
pected before Oct. 15. 

Some of the company attorneys 
are insisting on clarification of cer- 
tain clauses and provisions covering 
the arbitration section of the decree. 
On the much discussed clauses 
| abolishing blockselling there is said 
to be no further changes and the 
five-picture group plan, as outlined 
_In the proposal memorandum, re- 
facens without modification. The 
|; companies affected are Paramount, 
| Loew's, Warner Bros. RKO and 
| 20th-Fox. 
| Government attorney said that the 
epartment of Justice will notify 
the -rade in advance of the date on 
which the order will be given to 
Judge Goddard, thus providing ample 
time and opportunity for dissenters, 
other than the defendants, te appear 
in court and voice their objections. 
Copies of the final draft, when ap- 
| proved unanimously, will be made 
‘public prior to the day of argument. 


| 
| 
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YOUNG BILL HICKOK 


(Continued from page 12) 


itar-tenor and also wipe out the 
te war period’s counterpart of 
what we today call the fifth col- 
umnist movement, The anomaly is 
quite likely to escape the more ar- 
dent western fans; however, the sec- 
ondary duals seem to be the only 
outlet for this mild hoss opry touch- 
jin¢ on the secessionist conflict. 

Rogers plays the historical western 
hero with a somewhat staccato ef- 
fect, but his tenoring has some meas- 
ure of compensation as he tosses off 
a couple of western standards, Since, 
history tells us, Hickok didn’t actual- 
ly come into his own for some years 
after the Civil War, it’s to be sup- 
posed that this yarn has been fic- 
tionalized from what the authors pic- 
tured to be his first prominence dur- 
ing the war between the states and 
immediately thereafter. Which ac- 
counts for the title. 

Basic yarn deals with the plan of 
John Miljan, as a European agent, to 
seize western territory with the aid 
of guerrillas. Involved are the ro- 
mance between Jacqueline Wells, 
swayed in her sympathies by her 
southern blood, and Rogers, the 
northerner; a gold shipment that’s 
captured by Miljan with the aid of 
his ‘overland raiders,’ and the sub- 
sequent recovery of the gold and 
capture of the gang. 

George : 
grizzled sidekick, comes in for most 
of the comedy elements, as usual, 
and makes the most of the stereo- 
typed situations and dialog. Miss 
Wells is an attractive romantic in- 
terest while Miljan comes through 
in his standard villainous manner. 
The veteran Monte Blue does well 
in a minor part, as the marshal. 


AM I GUILTY? 


(All-Colored Cast) 

Supreme Pictures release of A. W. Hackel 
production. Stars Ralph Cooper; features 
Sibyl! Lewis, Lawrence Criner, Sam Mc- 
Daniel. Directed by Samuel Neufeld, Orig- 
inal screenplay by Sherman Lowe, adapted 
by George Sayre and Earl Snell; camera, 





Robert Cline At Apollo, Harlem, N. Y., 
week of Sept. 27, ‘40. Running time, 71 
MINS. 
Dr. James Dunbar......-cec- Ralph Cooper 
Joan Freeman.................Sybyl Lewis 
Joha D. Jones. weeeeeeees- 8am McDaniel 
‘Trigger’ Benneit.......... Lawrence Criner 
Marcella ....-Marcella Moreland 
Te, Preemaan......scc.ceece Arthur T. Ray 
cee 60 0eoss ...Reginald Fenderson 
Tracy béeces »sseee..-Monte Hawley 
PEORR .ccecncecss (Tia Juana) Matthew Jones 
OP ‘Vigmeat’ Markham 
errr re Jesse Brooks 
John Patks..............-Napoleon Simpson 
ee Clarence Brooks | 
BENE, MOMDNUD, oo coccccnceses Cleo Desmond 
PE EN coos cdccuvdecceneass Ida Coffin 
ee ee Lillian Randolph 
tke ee a Vernon McCallam 
ee eee ee Eddie Thompson 
Dunbar’s mother. .....ccccsceces Mae Turner 
CCS 6 thks oy sats eu as K4 cae ae Alfred Grant 
PNENCieetheveceeveaeveses Gurnsey Morrow 





‘Am I Guilty?’ marks the debut of 
A. W. Hackel’s Supreme Pictures 
Corp. into the all-Negro film field. 
Hackel, in the past, turned out west- 
erns, among them eight Johnny 
Mack Browns and eight Bob Steels. 
His intention now is to make four 
all-Negro films a year. 


Producer could scarcely have teed | 


‘Gabby’ Hayes, Rogers’ { 


go far in making this acceptable fare 
for arty houses where modernized 
Hibernian romances are liked. Tech- 
nically, it is two or three years be- 
hind the parade even as British pro- 
ductions go, and appears to have 
been made in 1938. Despite the pat- 
ent fiaws, it will appeal in certain 
cinemas. 


Picture boasts the presence of 
Maureen O’Hara and Phillin Reed in | 
prominent roles. Both now have 
moved up into Hollywood pictures, 
with Reed also last seen on Broad- 
way with John Barrymore in ‘My | 
Dear Children.’ Miss O’Hara, now 
well established with: American film 
fans, probably would be astounded 
by several of her closeups in this 
film. Distributors presently are giv- | 
ing Binkie Stuart a break in the ex- 
ploitation and billing in U.S., the 
little 5-year-old player really having 
more to do than Miss O'Hara. 


Actual story of ‘My Irish Molly’ is 
one of those fanciful Cinderella tales 











Lowe’s original, have tossed in three 
or four exciting fist battles, but the 
story is basically that of a young 
Negro doctor who must choose be- 
tween being ‘family physician’ to a 
gang of well-paying racketeers and 
closing down the clinic bringing aid 
to hundreds of poor which the fast- 
coin is enabling him to support. 
Doctor is forced to administer the 
muscle-men and gives himself up 
when they are pinched. Pie ends 
with a courtroom scene in which the 
young benefactor to the indigent of 
his race is being ee to a year 
in jail. This, in itsef¥, is an unusual 
note for any film to end on, and adds 
much in making ‘Guilty’ ring true. 

Cooper is capable and _ sincere, 
showing considerably more talent— 


perhaps it’s the direction of Sam| which is strong on ballading and | 
Neufeld—than in previous efforts.| weak on plot. It shows Molly, an 
Sibyl Lewis, his nurse-assistant, is| Orphan, being mistreated by her 


aunt, who has kept the terms cf the 
father’s wil] quiet from her sister. 
Then there is the counterplot of the , 
Irish lad who tries to make his way 
in New York and finally is united to 
his sweetheart back in Ireland. 


Miss O’Hara is the Irish sweet- 
heart. She has improved consider- 
ably since. Reed plays an American 
writer, rival to the husky, ballading 
Tom Burke. Binkie Stuart is the 
much-abused little orphan Molly. 
Many of her scenes look like a series 
of screen tests, with the child sing- 
in *, tap dancing and otherwise aping | 
Shirley Temple. Despite the mis- 
direction, she: looks like a possible 
screen bet under proper tutelage. 


7 Dialog is strictly of the old school, 

MG release of Twentieth Century- | mostly blah. Despite faulty recording 

Maurice Ostrer production. Stars Margaret in many instances, Burke’s voice sup- | 
, 


Lockwood, Barry K. Barnes, Emlyn Wil- f A P 
liams. Directed by Carol Reed. Screen-| plies the real lift to the production. 


the vis-a-vis. Her work is below 
the par set by the rest of the cast, 
particularly among such skilled per- 
formances as that of Lawrence 
Criner, the gang leader. 
Incidentally, cutest kid performer 
since Shirley Temple is introed in 
the pic. She's six-year-old Marcella 
Moreland, daughter of vet vaude 
comic and film player Manton More- 
land. Moppet would make a top- 
notch bet for minor comedy addition 
on any major lot. Herb. 


GIRL IN THE CASE 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Aug. 28. 





play, Sydney Gillat, from novel by Roy ‘ops are his ‘Mother Ireland,’ ‘Lon- 
Tickers; camera, Otto Kanturek. At Cam- ir’ ‘ , 

bridge theatre, London, Running time, donderry Air’ and ‘Ireland.’ Wear. 
7% MINS, —_—_—_—_ | 
Aune Graham........¢. Mosgaret Pg hte | 
Stephen Garringdon....... arry K. Barnes | 
OS AS rere a Emlyn Williams Power and the Land 
 & Rarer err Roger Livesey 

Judith Bentley............ Margaretta Scott RKO release of documentary produced hy 
Edward Bentley..........Wyndham Goldie | the Rural Electrifyation Administration. 
eo See Basil Radford| U, S. Dept. of Agriculture. Directed by 
arr rr Irene Hand! | Joris Ivens. Script by Fdwin Locke; com- | 
James Fetherwood........... Mervyn Johns | mentry, Stephen Vincent Benet: narrated by 
 neuvienss 4960006940550 00m Betty Jardine | William P. Adams; camera. Floyd Crosby | 
eS eer re Kathleen Harrison | and Arthur Ornitz; music, Douglas Moore; 


Prosecuting Counsel.......... Felix Aylmer | titles, Lester Beall: editor, Helen Van TDon- 
| gen; research, Charles R. Walker. (st: 





William Parkinson family and members « 


This film is hypoed in most every | Belmont Electric Cooperative, St. (laire- 
' 
| 
| 


department, yet an unfortunate plot 
weakness in original Roy Vickers|N. ¥Y., Sept. 27, ‘40. Running time, 36 
novel still restricts it. ‘Girl in the} MINS. 
News’ has the semblance of an at: | 
tractive thriller and will probably 
earn stellar screening here; for for-| dwelling Americans to learn that 
eign markets, shortcomings are likely | only five years ago less than one 
to hold it to program fare in the|farm in every 10 had the benefits of 
better houses. electricity. In that year the Rural 
Maurice Ostrer production has re-! Electrification Administration 
ceived excellent treatment, dressed | set up by the Government and, cur- 
with an array of topline talent} rently putting in lines at the rate of 
capably achieving performances way | 500 miles a day, has helped in cutting 
above vehicle’s standard. (to one in four the farms 
Barry Barnes has rarely done bet- | electric power, 
ter work as the ambitious fledgling | 
lawyer. Finding his successful first | cided that it should have a film made 
murder trial a source of constant|to encourage other farmers to take 
doubt as to whether, in securing re- | advantage of the electrification loans 
lease for his girl client, he has | it was ready to make and to show 
cheated society, then cast unwittingly | them how to obtain them. Pare 


ville, O. Reviewed in Projection Ro 








as a partner to her second charge of| Lorentz’s U. S. Film Service was 
homicide, Barnes turns in a sound called in. Lorentz assigned Dutch- 
piece of dramatics to the job of again | born Joris Ivens, one of the best 
clearing the girl. Margaret Lock- | known of documentary makers, to 
wood brings looks and charm to the the task. Before the picture was 
‘character of Nurse Graham, whose | completed, the U. S. Film Service 


' munity Chests and Councils, Inc., 155 E. 44th street, N. Y. 


It must come as a surprise to city- | 


was | 


without | 


In the summer of 1939, REA de- | 


off _more auspiciously than with | patients die in circumstances in- 
Guilty?’, starring Ralph Cooper, | criminating to herself and sanity. 
who is well-known to colored audi- |Role affords little opportunity for 
ences both for his work in previous) gressing, but in Miss Lockwood's 
res and on the stage. Current|pands becomes a sensitive and fine 
Im brings an entirely new concept | portrayal. ‘ 
to the Negro picture field, which has |" sydney Gilliat’s tightly-knit screen- 
heretofore limited itself to cheap play aids considerably, although un- 
comedy, much of it forced. eo to hide the basic weakness. 
‘Guilty,’ made in Hollywood, has a Story is built on a suspense note and 


neatly-turned and adult story (de-|an unusual twist, both centered in| 


Spite its Slightly trite vein), excel-| the same character and unfortunately 
—_ acting and neat production|/so, Emlyn Williams, as Tracy, 
alues, 
every respect with the B output of| affair with patient’s wife, Margaretta 
major lots. Only difficulty it may! Scott, is unbelievable as either but- 
fat into is its effort to reach too | ler or lover. Remainder give lar 
far. In endeavoring to get away|color and credibility. — ——— nae 
from the usual obvious Negro com-| credits are due Roger Livesey, a 
Seew. it’ was well-received be teens ti” support, ‘and. to Betty 
’ - e@| amon e s .% 
oe er ~~ yor" audi-| Jardine _ a oy leony as a house- 
riem, but whether the| maid with a sexy urge. | : 
more poorly-educated Negroes of the} Carol Reed's direction Rn ome 
south, on which, after all, the pic-|along the pace, generally. handling 
t ust depen or a major por-| 
tion of its income, would not rather 
see low comedy than a story of men- 
tal conflict is something else again. 


tertaining values. There’s a clinch 
ending which could be dispensed 


Earl Snell, 


— 


marker to his picts. Lensing of Otto 
Kanturek is above standard; piece is 
mounted excellently and at obvious 
cost. It has everything but a water- 
tight yarn to help it stick. 


MY IRISH MOLLY 


(WITH SONGS) ae 
liance Films release o ohn rgyle 
osu. Features Maureen, Tom Burke, 
Phillip Reed, Binkie Stuart. Directed by 
Alex Bryce. Original story by J. F. Argyle; 
screenplay, Ian Walker, Alex Bryce; cam- 
era, Ernest Palmer; editor, F. H. Bicker- 
ton. At ‘Miami, eae Sept. 29, 40. 
unning time, 66 | le ‘ 
wileen GShea See vedew es ee Maureen O'Hara 
Molly Martin.. Binkie Stuart 
Danny Gallagher. ....-+++++eee-- Tom Burke 
Phillip Reed 


who adapted Sherman 

















You need not be obligated by 
a lease at The Mayflower— 
Cheerful modern rooms and 


Suites by the month—or longer 
if desired, 





i errrrertrey Ser 
BTereSll. ccc ccccvcccsccscccccoseseses Paddy 


rerio r sa) Ta ] Re 
PRO nce nce setvessons Maire O'Neil 
Chock. eree: EES Cc. Denier hg em 
1 h Delaney......--+++-: Maureen Moore 
J (HEL i Belanar ee ORE? Franklyn Kelsey 
7 Lee McCabe 





CENTRAL PARK WEST aT 61ST STREET 
Richard M. Toohill, Mor. 
FD SR 


The music backgrounding and su- 
| perb 








It compares favorably in| stager of the second killing out of an | 


his players with a sure grip for en-| 


; | with; it’s anti-climactic, but director } 
Writers (white) George Sayre and|seems to have affixed the tag as a| 


singing of Tom Burke, Irish | 
‘tenor who’s been heard in New York, ! 


was abolished by Congress, but Ivens 


|} continued, working directly for the | 


| REA, : 
| Ivens decided to tell his story 


through an actual family, the Wil- | 


liam Parkinsons, living near St. 


| Clairsville, O. The Parkinsons oper- | 
'ate a combination dairy and crop | 


farm typical of the eastern Ohio 
|!region. Ivens lived with them for 
two months, oy before their 
electricity was installed and leaving 


before-and-after technique. 

Parkinsons, 
work by oil lamps, pump water by 
hand, cook by wood stove, wash in 
old-fashioned tubs, sharpen tools 
with a foot-pedaled grindstone and 
do a hundred other chores in primi- 
tive manner. Then they and their 
neighbors hear of the REA, hold a 
'meeting in the schoolhouse and or- 


ganize a cooperative to bring power | 
to their farms. From then on it’s an} 


electric refrigerator, electric grind- 
stone, electric lights, electric cooking 
and every other modern kilowatt 
convenience for the Parkinsons. 

Film brings out crystal-sharp the 
change and steps leading to it, which 
is its raison d’etre. It detracts some- 
| what, however, from its value as a 
| general-purpose documentary, as 
\Ivens has gone to extremes. in 
| choosing a primitive family. With or 
| without electricity, no farrn need go 
|through the inconveniences of the 
| Parkinsons, The contrast is made too 
| sharp. 

Otherwise it is interestingly done 
and will probably prove entertaining 
|to many an average city-dweller who 
| will never have a need in the world 





'for the REA. Stephen Vincent Benet. | 
Pulitzer prize-winning author and | 


| poet, has written an earthy com- 
mentary in the language of the farm, 
spoken in the same manner by Wil- 
liam P. Adams, vet theatre and radio 
player. Douglas Moore’s score. like 
the Ivens photography, is brilliant 
and simple, carefully designed to 
point up the character of the picture. 
RKO is distributing the .film for 
the Government, handling it at no 
charge. Exhibs can obtain it for the 
asking. Herb. 





after the lines and equipment had | 
been put in. Story is thus told by a) 


in the early scenes, | 


i 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


In answer to the registering of the name ‘Mark Twain’ with the Will Hays 
office by Samuel Goldwyn and Walt Disney, as a potential film title, 
Charles T. Lark, attorney of and trustee for the Mark Twain estate, has 
notified these two producers, through the same Hays office, that ‘Mark 
Twain, his life, writings and fictional characters are not in the public 
domain.” This same prohibition extends to the use of the names ‘Tom 





| Sawyer,’ ‘Huckleberry Finn,’ ‘Prince and Pauper,’ ‘Connectciut Yankee’ 


and other distinctive phrases coined and used by Mark Twain and adver- 
tised by and through us at great expense, and such prohibition likewise 
applies to even the use of the name of Mark Twain in connection with his 
life and biography. In fact, the last mentioned item has already been 
under theatrical contract for some time.’ 

The dramatic rights to the life of Mark Twain for radio, stage and screen 
are held by Harold M. Sherman, whose play, ‘Mark Twain,’ was optioned 
by the late Harry Moses and Broadway production prevented by his ill- 
ness and death. Two producers, Eddie Dowling and John Golden, are 
reported to be considering presentation of Sherman’s drama, ‘Mark Twain,’ 
on Broadway this season. 





Putting local exhibitors on the pan for lack of backbone in not going 
through with their plan to return to single features because of the deflec- 
tion of a couple of members of their clan, the Miiwaukee Journal editorial- 
izes that maybe the war will accomplish what pictures have not been able 
to attain by other means. The editorial, in part: 

‘Maybe the war will do for the movies what Samuel Goldwyn, the far- 
sighted old man of the silver screen, has not been able to accomplish with 
all his good counsel. 

‘The Nazis are spreading their ban on American made motion pictures to 
Belgium and northern France. That about means the end of the 35% 
of motion picture revenue which formerly came from Eurone. About all 
that remains of our foreign trade in movie films is the 9% with South 
America. And even there the forces of Nazism are working against our 
pictures... .’ 





Four-minute Donald Duck short in Technicolor has been made by Walt 
Disney for use of Community Chest campaigns throughout the country 
and presented to them as a gift. It_cost about $30,000 to make and was 
worked on in spare time over a two-year period. Distribution is by Com- 
In the film, 
tagged ‘The Volunteer Worker,’ Donald rings doorbell after doorbell, get- 
ting nothing but turndowns until he sits on a curb to cool his aching feet in 
a puddle. Ditch-digger appears, just as Donald is about to give up being 


_a helpful citizen, and encourages him with a contribution and some words 
| on the good that charities accomplish. Film asks no contributions, serving 


merely as a reminder. 

Foreign publicity-ad chiefs of major companies huddled yesterday 
(Tuesday) afternoon at the Hays office regarding correspondents repre- 
senting foreign publications. Foreign publicity heads recently expressed 
a desire to eliminate certain corr-spondents from non-operating territories. 
American companies see no object in sending publicity or recognizing cor- 
respondents in countries where they no longer are distributing pictures. 
These now include Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Poland and much of 
France. 


Lite Lady Gets a Lift |$82 


'$ 
j } 
Hollywood, Oct. 1. | 
Metro is building Virginia Weidler | 


For Fims Vs. 20th-Fox 
,to stardom, with ‘Kathleen’ as her} 


EE 


82 348 Fire Loss Claim 











next assignment. An amended complaint against 
Yarn, bought from Kay Van Riper, | 20th Century-Fox was filed in N. Y, 
| was originally presented on the air, federal court Friday (27) by Ather- 
| by Texaco. | ton Productions, Inc., Peck’s Bad Boy 
| Corp. Serial Production Corp. and 
PETER MAYER’S PROD. TRY (;Principal Pictures Corp., seeking 
| Peter Mayer, son of Arthur Mayer, | damages of $82,348. Suit claims the 
| operator of the Rialto, N. Y., flew | destruction of 13 prints and negatives 
| to the Coast yesterday (Tuesday) to in a fire at 20th-Fox’s plant in Little 
‘try his hand in production. i Ferry, N. J., July 9, 1937. 
| Young Mayer will be a producing| Atherton seeks $42,864, Peck’s Bad 
| associate ‘to Sam Katzman on the! Boy Corp., $29,700, Serial, $4,768, and 
| Monogram lot. | Principal, $5,014. 








| 





| 





want aes 


New York Theatres 


Seats on sale for Mat. and Eve. 
shows. TODAY aad ali per- 
fermances thru Oct. 13 


GONE With 
THE WIND 





PTPUTL As teU UNE NetA hones rORORE 











SECOND WEEK! 
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RKO PALAC 


Week Beginning Thurs., Oct. 3 
ROSALIND RUSSELL 
Brian Aherne - Virginia Bruce 
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cry MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


"THE HOWARDS || fs: : 
OF VIRGINIA" HIRED WIFE 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


Jeffrey Lynn - 





Brenda Marshall 
“MONEY AND THE WOMAN” 





Extra! 
Donald Duck “The Dog Laundry” 





HELD OVER 6TH WEEK 
Alfred Hitchcock's Production of 


Foreign Correspondent’ 
YNITEP, RIVOLI Bragdwey 


ARTISTS 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 


Mickey and Judy 


Tegether Again! Stot Stesee 
Judy 


ROONEY a GARLAND 
“STRIKE UP THE BAND” 
A Metro-Golkiwyn-Mayer Picture 
fa Persop—Dr. 1.Q. Every Mon. Nite 


Mickey 
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FOIL EFFORTS TO GET INDUSTRY MAN 








ON RADIO NATIONAL DEFENSE BOARD 


But Neville Miller Issues Emotion—Hiding Mes-| Marvin Knight Becomes 


sage — Broadcasters Have Fingers Crossed on 


What May Happen If War Comes 





Washington, Oct. 1. 

Forcibly reconciled to not hav- 
ing a direct voice in the preparation 
of defense plans and policies in- 
volving radio, broadcasters this 
week were hoping for the best and 
trusting that some new ‘emergency 
does not provide Federal officials 
with an excuse for getting tough. 
The executive order which President 
Roosevelt issued Tuesday (24) cre- 
ating a planning board for all com- 
munications has been received with 
a shoulder shrug as probably the 


best break commercial operators can 


hope to get. 

The broadcasters privately admit 
they are whistling to keep up their 
courage. Industry watchers who 
have been close to Washington over 
a considerable length of time ac- 
knowledge that there is no insurance 
policy in either the formal papers 
creating the interdepartmental out- 
fit or in President Roosevelt's sup- 
plemental assurances. 

Statement designed to please the 
New Dealers, at the same time rally- 
ing the industry, was made by Nev- 
ille Miller soon after the order came 
out. The N.A.B. prexy hid his dis- 
appointment over failure to have an 
industry figure designated as mem- 
ber of the group or as defense ‘co- 
ordinator,’ stressing that the Fed- 
eral crew is ‘basically a planning 
agency without operating or pro- 
curement functions.’ 

Miller’s Statement 


‘The broadcasting industry will 


gladly cooperate,’ Miller promised, | 


adding that ‘it is both wholesome 
and significant that industry and 
government should be working side 
by side in seeking ways and means 
for radio to render the maximum 
service to the American public.’ He 
portrayed the broadcasters as ‘wel- 
coming’ the chance to consult about 
plans for meeting any grave crisis. 

‘We commend the _ safeguards 
which have been set up guaranteeing 
the preservation of a free American 
radio, so essential to the welfare of 
a democratic people. We are look- 
ing forward to the strengthening of 
the plans for national defense by the 
work of this board,’ Miller con- 
cluded. 

Rank and file industry people kept 
their fingers crossed. If the whistle 
ever blows for the U. S. military 





COCA-COLA CONSIDERS 


CBS Program With Kostelanetz, 
Fadiman Due For Audition 








Coca-Cola is mulling a return to 
network sponsorship with a pres- 
'tige musical series. CBS has lined 
up a 60-minute show with Andre 
| Kostelanetz, name singers and Clif- 
ton Fadiman as m.c. It will be 
‘auditioned in about a week. Felix 
| Coste is handling it for the D’Arcy 
| agency. 

Account has confined its radio ad- 
_vertising to spot in the last few 
years, but formerly had several net- 
work shows. 


FIXED SHOWCASE 
PERIOD AT KGO 


San Francisco, Oct. 1. 

KGO, NBC Blue outlet, has worked 
out a scheme whereby 9:30 p.m. will 
be a regular sustaining showcase 
|hour five times weekly. With four 
|of the quintet being fed to the Coast 
|Blue web, the half-hour across the 
|board marks first time stunt of this 
, nature has been tried here. 
| Shows pegged are ‘Ricardo’s Rhap- 
sodies’ Monday, Will Aubrey’s ‘Good 
|Old Days’ Tuesday, Leonard Cox’s 
|incorporated show, “Treasure Chest’ 
| Wednesday, ‘Dress Rehearsal,’ dra- 
{matic showcase Thursday, and Happy 
|Gordon’s Rangers with Rosie and her 
Guitar, Friday. 

Most of the sustainers have been 
| kicking around at various hours on 
both KPO and KGO. Ultimate ob- 
ject of switch, of course, is quest for 
sponsorship, 


RINSO BID CLINCHES 
‘GRAND CENTRAL’ SHOW 


Lever Bros. has bought ‘Grand 
| Central Station’ for Rinso and will 
|spot the show on 























Exec of William Esty 


Marvin Knight has quit the J. 
Walter Thompson agency to become 
v.p. and general manager of Wil- 
liam S. Esty & Co. 

Knight was with Thompson for 
seven years, his last department con- 
nection being new business. 


WCAE PRIMES 
FOR SHIFT T0 
BLUE 


Management of WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, and NBC last week entered 
into conversations which are expect- 
ed to lead to the station’s becoming 
the local release for the blue net- 
work next year. WCAE now has 
the red network franchise. 

Representing WCAE at last week’s 
conference were Harry Bitner, pub- 
lisher of the Pittsburgh Sun-Tele- 
graph, which owns WCAE, and 
Leonard Kapner, the station’s man- 
ager. 














Jack Poppele Trying To 
Fling F-M Sound Across 
N.Y. by Light Waves 


WOR, New York, which recently 








aa the NBC-blue, 
and naval forces, radio is fated 10 | Tuesdays, 9-9:30 p.m., starting Nov. 
undergo major changes, it WaS|/j9° program will follow another 


. ° res: ion | = ar 5 reg : 
agreed. So are the press, mot | Lever session, ‘Uncle Jim's Question 
pictures, and other means of trans- 


Bee.’ Ruthrauff & Ryan is the 
mitting information and influencing agency on both ye 
public opinion. 


J True Story was dickering for 
For the present, however, the in- = 


dustry skeptics hope the 
naval, 


ownership traditions and 
themselves to nothing but planning 
If a show-down should take place 
broadcasters iil cite 
Roosevelt’s instructions that 


matters pertaining to censorship 


and is detailed only to go into physi- | 
cal problems without the right to 
take any administrative action on its | 


Own account. 


The President’s statement, a para- 
ex- 
plained the objective is to set up an 
agency ‘charged with the important 


phrase of the official order, 


military, | 
and civil authorities of the | 
Government will respect the private 
confine 
* | Fridays. 
‘ *| for another program. 
President Prog 
‘the 
Board shall take no cognizance of 


, 


‘Grand Central’ when Lever got in 
| first with an actual contract. Quoted 
price was $3,500. True Story had 
already arranged for a spot on the 
NBC-biue, namely, $:35 to 10 p.m. 
Mag is now looking around 





George Herrick’s Instructorship 
George Herrick, assistant chief en- 
|gineer of WINS, New York, is in- 
structor of radio communications at 
| Brooklyn Technical night school. 
Appointment comes. under 
| emergency defense plan. 


the 





opened FM studios in a Madison ave- 
|nue skyscraper about a mile away 
from the regular home studios, is 
| preparing to experiment with a stunt 
|method of transmitting sound be- 
itween the two studios by means of 
light waves. According to the ex- 
| planation, light waves can be modu- 
| lated much like radio waves and 
then reconverted into sound at the 








receiving end. 
From the roof of the regular WOR 





fat the new FM studios, 
'photo-electric cell with the tele- 
| scopic sight will be focused into the 


beam, making a broadcast bridge for | one of the first in this line. 


|programs to be 
| W2XOR, 

| In case of foggy weather or rain, 
| which would block out normal white | 
llight rays, substitution of fog and | 
|rain-piercing infra-red rays would | 
be tried. Studios of WOR and 


W2XOR are normally linked by two 


| 


transmitted by 


| special high-fidelity telephone lines. | 


Idea of the experiments with trans- | 
|mission of sound-by-light is to de- | 
|velop an emergency circuit in case 
of mishap to the regular connections, | 
| according to J. R. Poppele, the sta- 
| thon’s chief engineer, who is noted | 
among radio technical experts as | 
|being unusually publicity - wise. 
| Sound-over-light transmission has 
| been a part of the General Electric 
‘House of Magic’ show at Schenec- 
—_ for several years, 





| meninglemians 


| 








duty of charting the utilization and 
control of our communication sys- 


Seeds Agency Captures Grove Acct. 





tems in the best. interests of national 
security.” He added that it will not 
‘interfere with the normal operation 
of broadcasting or other forms of 
communication any more than is 
necessary for the national protection’ 
—a phrase which caused some new 
uneasiness in the minds of especially 
suspicious watchers. is now in on the Grove Bromo Qui- 
Besides FCC Chairman James L. | nine account. Stack-Goble will con- 
Fly, designated head of the unit, | tinue to handle the ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
planners are Maj. Gen. Joseph O.!/series for Grove for the first 13 
Mauborgne, chief signal officer of | weeks of its present season’s run and 
the Army; Rear Admiral Leigh|the next 13 weeks will find Seeds 
Noyes, director of naval communica- | getting the credit on the billings. 
tions; Assistant Secretary of State| Stack-Goble brought the ‘Holmes’ 
Breckenridge Long; and Assistant | show into the Grove fold last season. 
Secretary of the Treasury Herbert | Seeds started pitching for the busi- 
Gaston, i when it learned that the ac- 





Russell M. Seeds, Chicago agency, 








Halloway Vice Prove | Stack-Goble being mixed up in the 
Gene Halloway will replace Frank Sale of a radio version of ‘Gone with 
Provo as scripter of ‘My Son and I,’ the Wind’ to Vick Chemical, which 
daytime serial for General Foods, as | also manufactures cold remedies, 
of this week. | J. Walter Thompson handles the 
Young & Rubicam is the agency. | spot end of Grove business, 


Stack-Goble Loses ‘Sherlock Holmes’ After First 13| 
—Another ‘GWTW’ Repercussion 


count had raised its eyebrows over | 





‘BY KATHLEEN NORRIS’ 
BACK FOR GEN’L MILLS 


‘By Kathleen Norris’ is returning 
to the air under General Mills spon- 
| sOrship. Show was originally sold 
| by Bernard Schubert, of Lord office. 
| It will be on both the NBC red and 
| CBS four times weekly. 

Ca&St working from studios of 
| WHN, New York. 


- 











studios a shaft of light will be aimed | ton & Bowles on the ‘Ask-It-Basket.’ 
where a | McWilliams 


} 


Network Premieres This Week 


Friday, Oct. 4 
Procter & Gamble (Oxydol), WEAF-NBC, 9:30-10 p.m. ‘Everyman's 
Theatre’ with Nazimova, dramatic cast and Gordon Jenkins, conductor 
Writer, producer and director, Arch Oboler. Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 
Originates from Hollywood, Hookup, 55 stations. ; 








Saturday, Oct, 5 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet (Cashmere Bouquet Products, Halo), WARC. 
CBS, 8:30-8:55 p.m. ‘Wayne King’s Orchestra with Buddy Clark.’ Sherman 
& Marquette. Announcer, Phil Stewart. Originates from Chicago. Hook. 
up, 66 stations, 





Sunday, Oct. 6 

General Foods (Jell-O), WEAF-NBC, 7-7:30 p.m. ‘Jell-O Program’ with 
Jack Benny, Mary Livingstone, Phil Harris and his orchestra, Dennis Day. 
Young & Rubicam. Producer, Murray Bolen. Announcer, Don Wilson, 
Originates from Hollywood. Hookup, 81 stations plus CBC, 

International Silver, WABC-CBS, 6-6:30 p.m. ‘Silver Theatre’ with 
Conrad Nagel, Felix Mills and his orchestra, and guest star, Laurence 
Olivier. Young & Rubicam. Producer, Glenn Hall Taylor. Announcer, 
Henry Charles. Originates from Hollywood. Hookup, 53 stations, 

Regional Broadcasters’ Assn. (various products), WOR-MUTUAL, 8:45. 
9 p.m. ‘Dorothy Thompson.’ Originates from WOR, N. Y. Hookup, 60 
stations. 

Wheeling Steel Corp., WOR-MUTUAL, 5-5:30 p.m. ‘Musical Steelmakers’ 
with Ardenne White, Dorothy Ann Crowe, Singing Millmen, Steele Sis. 
ters, and the Old Timer. Critchfield & Co, Originates from Wheeling, 
W. Va. Hookup, 46 stations, 





Monday, Oct. 7 

Best Foods (Nucoa), WABC-CBS, Mon.-Fri. 4:15-4:30 p.m. ‘We, the 
Abbotts’ with Ethel Everett, John McIntyre, Cliff Carpenter, Audrey Egan, 
Betty Jane Tyler, Adelaide Klein. Benton & Bowles. Script writer, Jack 
Hasty. Announcer, Ted Pearson. Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 37 
stations, ‘ 

Clapps Baby Food, WJZ-NBC, Mon.-Fri., 4-4:15 p.m. ‘Mother O’ Mine’ 
with Agnes Young, Donald Cook, Ruth Yorke, Betty Jane Tyler, Arthur 
Allen, Jack Kelk, Paul Nugent. Young & Rubicam. Producer, Bill Rous- 
seau. Announcer, Charles Stark. Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 66 
stations. 

Florida Citrus Commission, WABC-CBS, Mon.-Fri., 3:15-3:30 p.m. ‘Mary 
Margaret McBride.’ Arthur Kudner, Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 36 
stations. 

General Foods (Maxwell House Coffee), WABC-CBS, Mon.-Fri. 4:45-5 
p.m. ‘Kate Hopkins-Angel of Mercy’ with Margaret Macdonald, Clayton 
Collyer, Helen Lewis, Templeton Fox, Ned Weaver. Benton & Bowles. 
Producer, Jack Hurdle. Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 38 stations, 

General Foods (Post Toasties), WABC-CBS, Mon.-Fri., 4-4:15 p.m. ‘Por- 
tia Faces Life’ with Lucille Wall, Raymond Ives, Myron McCormick, 
Louise Larabee, Estelle Windwood. Benton & Bowles. Producer, Lindsey 
MacHarrie. Script writer, Mona Kent. Announcer, George Putnam. 
Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 79 stations, 





Wednesday, Oct. 9 
Lever Bros. (Rinso), WABC-CBS, 8-8:30 p.m. ‘Big Town’ with Edward 
G. Robinson and Ona Munson. Ruthrauff & Ryan. Producer, Crane 
Wilbur. Director, Thomas Freebairn Smith. Originates from Holly wood, 


W Eats Ct us (DAYTON MUSIC. 
QUOTA SET 


Also Conducts Early A.M. 


Sessions on NBC Blue 
Difficulties between WHIO d 


Ed East succeeds Jim McWilliams 
as quizmaster for Colgate and Ben- 
WING and the local branch of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
have been straightened out, follow- 











was probably the 
spiritual daddy of the whole radio 
quiz movement and was certainly 
East 





McJunkin, of Chicago, is the new 
; agency on the Carey Salt account. | 
‘Schedule includes spot broadcasting. 


takes over tomorrow (Thursday). 

On Oct. 14 he will also launch 
for White Rose tea on WJZ, New 
York, only a five-a-week audience 
participation program at 8:50 a.m. 
Getting an audience at that hour is 
a bit unusual even for radio. 

Meantime the regular NBC blue 
‘Breakfast in Bedlam’ participating 
session originated and conducted by 
East goes on every morning at seven. 
Presently has Ten Crown Charcoal 
Gum, Clipper-Craft Clothes and Piso 
cough syrup. 

East will make arrangements later 
for sleeping, 





Darrell Martin’s Pretene 
Back in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 1. 

Rita Ray, local high school singer 
who was spotted here year ago by 
Paul Whiteman and subsequently 
signed by Gray Gordon, with whom 
she appeared for couple of months, 
is back home again and has just 
been added to artists’ staff at KDKA., 
First assignment at Westinghouse 
station is vocalist’s berth on new 
20th Century Drawing Room mu- 
sical, which features special musical 
combo of Danny Sissman, Charlie 
Riley, Louis Dlugosz, George Wil- 
kins, Emil Bielow and Don Battist. 

Gal has also replaced Carol Mans- 
field on Kay-Dee-Kapers. Miss Ray 
is being personally managed by Dar- 
rell V. Martin, former radio editor 
of Post-Gazette, who has piloted her 
pro career from its start. 


Chemicals, Inc., on NBC 


Chemicals, Inc., yesterday (Tues- 
day) started a quarter-hour program, 
‘Just Between Friends,’ on the Coast 
link. of .the. NBC-blue -te plug a 
cleanser, Vanno. The time is 8:30 | 
a.m. 

Botsford, Constantine & Gardner 
is the agency, 














ing a visit of Fred Bernbach. AFM 
secretary, and John Norton, NB 
Station’s relations exec. There ha 
been an argument over the number 
of musicians each station should 
employ. 

Both outlets are now using their 
full quota of staff instrumentalists. 


WGR-WKBW SHARING 
COLUMBIA, MUTUAL 


Buffalo, Oct. 1. 

Buffalo Broadcasting Corp., which 
has been dividing Columbia network 
between its stations WGR and 
WKBW, has signed with Mutual for 
some 40 hours of programs weekly. 
Combined CBS and Mutual fare will 
cut down wear and tear on eom- 
pany’s turntables. 

Company has not assigned either 
network to a specific station but will 
interchange programs in, roughly, 
two-hour cycles. CBS programas, for 
instance, start at 8 a.m. on WKBW, 
Switch at 10 to WOR, back at noon 
and so on, with Mutual going on 
other station. Big programming 
shortcoming always was single net- 
work for two stations, which meant 
theoretically that one outlet always 
was filling in with local stuff. 


Don Lee Snares ‘Divorce’ 


Los Angeles, Oct. 1. 
‘I Want a Divorce,’ starring Joan 
Blondell, takes the full complement 
of stations on the Don Lee and 
Mutual networks beginning Oct. 18. 
Co-op dramatic show, on NBC's red 








| last season, was set to go Columbia 


this month but pulled out when CBS 
demanded more stations. 

Tea Garden preserves takes the 
Coast sponsorship, Emil Brisacher 
agency produces, 


a Wh. 
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(.A.B. DOUBLES ITS CALLS 


Republicans Slow With Donations, 
Stations Also Jam Spot Deals 
By Refusing Cheaper ‘Local’ Rates 








Spot campaign which the J. Walter 
Thompson Agency has been assigned 
to handle by the Republican National 
Committee is now badly jammed up 
because of the reluctance of Repub- 
lican state committees to put up the 
necessary cash. Understanding that 
the advertising agency had was that 
the individual state committees 
would, as soon as the stations and 
schedules were lined, come through 
with their part of the proposition. 
So far few have been heard from 


Mood Magnifique 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

For the opening broadcast of 
hic ‘Everyman’s Theatre’ series 
for Procter & Gamble Friday 
night, Arch Oboler will have 35 
picked men from the downtown 
Philharmonic ranks to provide 
the mood music, bridges and 
theme. Gordon Jenkins, RKO 
maestro, conducts. 


That touches a new high for 





by the agency. 

Agency has run into other diffi- 
culties also in connection with this 
bit of proposed business. Many sta- | 
tions queried have refused to accept | 
these transcribed programs at regu- | 
lar spot rates, holding that they are | 
strictly political and should be paid | 
for at either the one time rate or 
special card rate, which is quite | 
higher. Still other stations have 
turned down the campaign on the | 
ground that their schedules are so 
crowded that if they do accept these | 
discs there won't be equal spot time | 
to take care of any Democratic busi- | 
ness offered them. Under the radio | 
law the same facilities must be made | 
available to all political parties. 


the class and number of a back- 
ground crew. 


BILL KOSTKA’S- 
NBC LINE-UP 








William Kostka, head of the de- 
partment, has effected a number of 
changes in the NBC press depart- 
ment at Radio City in response to 


HOPES TO GET 
CHARPER DETAIL 


Non-Profit Group Revises Its 
Technique for Fourth Time 
Since 1935 in Constant Ef- 
fort to Expand and Im- 
prove — Newest Method 
Should Focus Differences 
More Clearly in Low-Rated 
Daytimers 





OTHER SLANTS 





For the fourth time since 1935, the 
Cooperative Analysis of Broadcasting 
is making a sweeping refinement in 
technique when a radicaly revised 
system of telephone inquires is put 
into effect this week. This innova- 
tion, contemplated and tested for 
/several months, will more nearly 
bring the non-profit organization's 
methods into the van of current re- 
search without, however, running 
afoul of that bugaboo of all surveys 
—an overhead too staggering to war- 
rant the refinements. 

To bring about a sharper focus on 
program ratings without financialy 
jtaxing itself and its members to 





| the interest in this function being | geath, the C.A.B. has now adopted 


So far Thompson has placed but a | taken by Frank Mullen, NBC’s new | the following program: 


mite of the bookings it had figured | 
on for the Republicans in the way of 
spot. The schedule called for 196 | 
programs and it was estimated that | 
at least 150 stations would partici- | 


general manager. 

Earl Mullin now sits in the slot 
and acts in the role of a managing 
editor of NBC publicity activities. 


1. Telephone calls are to be made 
lat 9 am. 11 am. 1 p.m. 3 p.m., 
5 p.m. 7 p.m. and 9 p.m., plus a 
|special set of early-morning phon- 





1939 FCC Data 


Musicians Union Certain to Exploit 


on Station Rolls; 


Seeks More Jobs for Members 





Radio the Incredible 








San Francisco, Oct. 1. 


| 

| Appearance of Elliott Nelson, 
| @ service station employee, who 
| sang ‘Water Boy’ on Dean Mad- 
| dox’s KFRC amateur hour last 
| week didn’t win him any stage 
| contracts but netted lad a pay- 
| raise. Prelim quizzing revealed 
chap was dissatisfied with in- 
come. ‘Well,’ cracked Maddox, 
‘if 50 new customers come in 
and ask for you this week, may- 
be your boss will give you a 
raise.’ 

Lad named location of gas- 
dispensery and so many custo- 
mers drove in asking for the 
‘Water Boy’ that he hit boss for 
the raise—and got it. Celebrated 
by wiring the news. to Maddox 
just before this week’s show. 








GE. RUNS Wey, 
~~ HACER STAYS 


| 


| Schenectady, Oct. 1. 














John McTigue, who has been on 


ings to catch ratings on the post-9| General Electric today (Tuesday) 


af 


Washington, Oct. 2. 

When the Justice’ Department 
slows down its head-cracking cam- 
paign against organized labor— 
either because of court reverses or 
political influence—the broadcasting 
industry is liable to feel the back- 
| fire effect of recent FCC figures on 
| employment. The musicians are 
ogling without any attempt to hide 
their uneasiness. 

At the present the strike threat 
; Seems to have passed, despite re- 
|peated hints that the American So- 
|ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers is seeking help from the 
American Federation of Musicians 
fr the apparently inevitable test of 
strength when current music li- 
censes expire. But as soon as the 
time is considered ripe, the tunesters 
are almost certain to make new de- 
mands on their own account. 

In any revival of negotiations be- 
tween A. F. M. and the industry, 
| the FCC report on 1939 payrolls will 
be of great significance. The dis- 
closures were something of an eye- 
opener to the union heads, who are 
not at all pleased at being tem- 
porarily forced to pull in their horns. 
| Chief excitement results from the 
fact that, according to responses to 
_the annual Commish questionnaire, 
| less than 2,300 of the full-time work- 
jers of 705 stations and three webs 
are staff musicians. This is out of a 
total of 17,785 regular hired hands 








pate in the divvy. 





Lester Gottlieb Handing 


| the night side for about four years, | 


; |p.m. shows of the night before. In 
is now in on the day side under|chort, the C.A.B. will hereinafter 


| Charles Pekor writing stories On| make exactly twice as many calls per | 
| commercial programs. Warren Gerz, |day as under the old method which 
| formerly rewrite man on cOmmer- \scheduled calls for 9 a.m., noon, 5 


resumed the programing of its local | 
50,000-watter. WGY thereby gains | 
complete operation of the station for 
the first time since 1932, The agree- 
ment giving NBC the programing 


|On the payroll for the sample week. 


Disregard High Pay 
Fact that the tunesters had the 


| highest average weekly pay ($47.53 


of all program people working at 


° x cial show, has been promoted to spe- 
Series for Mutual's 253; | cial feature writer, Clinton Mosher, 


Schreiber Tied Up at WGN, 3: 





Mutual’s final list of stations carry- | 


ing the World Series, which opens in 
Cincinnati today (Wednesday), totals 
253. With $100,000 again being paid 
for the broadcast right by Gillette 
Mutual estimates that the bill to the 
razor manufacturer this year will 
come to around $250,000. 

Because Frank Schreiber who 
usually works on the details of the 
Series broadcast for Mutual is tied 
up by his new managerial duties at 
WGN, Chicago, Lester Gottlieb, the 
network’s p.a., will be out in Cincy 
and Detroit to handle the job this 
year, Bob Elson and Red Barber 
have the play-by-play assignment 
and Mel Allen, who did the New 
York Giants and Yankees broad- 
casts over WABC, N. Y., for Camel 
this past season, will do the filling in 
of color. 


KEN CARPENTER HEADS 
AFRA IN LOS ANGELFS 


Los Angeles, Oct. 1 

Kenneth Carpenter was elected 
President of the L.A. chapter of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists by a vote of 275 to 135. Other 
officers chosen were William Brandt, 
first vice-president; True Boardman, 
Second v.p.; Gale Gordon, third v.p.: 
Hal Berger, fourth v.p.; J. Donald 








Wilson, fifth v.p.; Elizabeth Wilbur, | 
recording secretary, and Ted Bliss, | 


treasurer, 
Membership approved a by-law 


for 15 years was with the 


|p.m., and 8 p.m‘ 
2. The size of sample, in accord- 
ance with this stepped-up schedule, 


Brooklyn Eagle and ran the Eagle’s | yi) increase from 509,000 completed 


| Washington 


Bureau for five years, 


| cial writer. 
| William Neel has taken over the 
editorship of the night side and has 


as his. assistant, Alton Kastner, 
Floren>? Marks, formerly a. staff 
| writer, has been made photo editor. 


In addition to handling all pictures, | 


| she is in charge of a new roto serv- 
ice which has just been inaugurated 
by Kostka. 


| 
| 
Cincinnati, Oct. 1. 

Ford Billings becomes sales man- 
ager of WCKY, to succeed E. C. 
| (Jim) Krautters who has resigned. 
Billings takes over Oct. 15 at the L. 
B. Wilson plant. Since February, 
1939, he has been sales manager of 
the Westinghouse stations, WOWO 
and WGL, in Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

Some time back Billings was in 
Cincy for two years as director of 
broadcasting at WLW. He later was 
with stations in Hartford, Buffalo, 
and for Hearst Radio in Pittsburgh 
and on the West Coast. Another of 
his connections was with Radio Ad- 
vertising, Inc., as time buyer, when 
he spotted more than $4,000,000 of 
biz with 70 odd stations in one 
coast-to-coast trip. 


‘Lawson of Reading, Pa., 


has been added to the staff as a spe- | 


|calls per annum to 700,000 calls. 

3. The C.A.B. subscription rate has 
i been revised to cover the added ex- 
pense of sample and testing. 
| Probable Benefits 


' 
;}enumerated the benefits it expects 
ito accrue from this new program, it 
| is not difficult to see the goal in 
imind,. During the past several years 
| programs on the networks have be- 
|come so specialized in many in- 
| stances that it takes a micrometer 
|to measure their audiences with any 
| degree of accuracy; and _ simul- 
taneously there has been such a rush 


- : he 
| WCKY AS SALES MGR. | cera setup) that i takes a second | 
} 


micrometer to find out exactly what 


housewives did listen to. In other 
words, the C.A.B. has been up 
against the problem of measuring 
both ‘specialization’ and ‘sameness’ 


without making itself prohibitively 
expensive. 
Closer Focus 

Under the new C.A.B. method, it 
is probable that the oldtime high- 
rating shows will not be much af- 
| fected in ratings one way or another. 
|For 
ithey be greatly 
'old and/or the new C.A.B. 
| would be haywire. On the other 
j}hand, it can be anticipated that 
|shows with lower ratings will be 
ibrought into much clearer focus. 
| Statistically this maneuver probably 
will place the C.A.B. into a much 
more impregnable position than be- 
fore. In some instances in the past 
the low-rating shows were in such 
focus that the so-called ‘probable 
error’ was great enough to erase the 





affected, 
method 


Although the C.A.B. has not itself | 


it stands to reason that should | 
both the | 


| franchise for WGY was to expire at 

| the end of this year, but GE elected 

'to make the change at this time. 
Kolin Hager remains as head of 


|WGY. NBC had considered bring- | 


;ing him into New York as an as- 
sistant to William B. Hedges, v.p. in 
| charge of NBC m. and o. stations. 

As things now stand NBC is not 
| operating in any way stations li- 
;censed to such electrics as Westing- 
| heuse and GE, 


RUNYON EAST ON NEW 








Hollywood, Oct, 1. 
| Jack Runyon heads east this week 
|to talk over a radio deal with a 
| major agency following his resigna- 
| tion as radio director of Buchanan 
|agency. He was Coast radio head 
| for Lord & Thomas for 12 years be- 
| fore joining Buchanan. 

With Texaco moving its origina- 
tion east for Fred Allen, Buchanan 
| outfit will be without a Coast show 


|} it is understood that the C.A.B. made 
some interesting experiments. For 
one thing, ratings under the old 
(four-per-day) method were com- 
pared with ratings obtained 
|meters. Here it was discovered that 
|uniform correlation between ratings 
| ceased to exist after roughly a two- 

hour interval. This does not neces- 

sarily mean that the old C.A.B. 
|method was faulty or that a listener’s 
memory goes dead in two hours. But 
‘it might indicate that where pro- 
| grams are highly specialized, or ap- 
| peal only to particular sectors of the 


via | 


a ae 
fmendment providing that all can-| J, Eye-Opener for WTIC 


dates for office must have served 
On the executive board for at least 
One year. New members of the board 
=e Ted Bliss, George Fifield, Thomas 
Pee goaitn-Smith, Lucile LaPoint, 
erick MacKaye, Knox Manning, 

izabeth Wilbur, J. Donald Wilson, 


ee Sweetland, Kenneth Carpenter | 


and Arthur Gilmore, 





ne L. Levinson motoring 
in @ the Coast to resume script- 
& collaboration on the Fibber Mc- 
and Molly show. He was on it 


st year, assisting Don Quinn. 


Hartford, Oct. 1. 

WTIC’s picked up another trouba- 
dour act, Hank Lawson and his 
Knights of the Road, tramp band 
out of Reading, Pa. Five-piece out- 
fit spotted in daily 6 a. m. eye- 
opener. 

Gene and Glenn, veteran song duo 
long in Cleveland, pitched camp at 
WTIC several months ago and feeds 
NBC from Hartford. Twosome also 
doubles at personal appearances | 
| through Connecticut and soe 
| chusetts. 








rating. It is expected that this tech- | audience, some ‘weight’ should be ap- 
nical ticklishness will hereinafter be plied to them to get a truer picture. 
largely wiped out, or at least pretty | This ‘weight’ is now being brought 
radically modified. to bear via the hypoed phoning. 
Meantime, the new method almost Undoubtedly, once the C.A.B. gets 
kills another drawback of the old: its new method in full swing, some 
that is, the differential in time zones minor revisions will be inan:;urated 
across the face of the U. S. Since | to kill off whatever ‘bugs’ still exist 
the old method required only four after the test period. Reputedly, 
calls per day, the difference in time | however, current subscribers have 
zones also made a huge difference in | all kicked in the extra tariff in the 
the shows being rated, zone by zone. | belief that the new method is the 
The chopping-in-half of the inter- | answer to drawing a bead on the 
viewing interval largely eradicates specialized program, and getting the 
this difficulty. | whole program picture into better 
In arriving at its new technique, | relative shape, 


| the individual stations and got an 
laverage of $125.90 from the webs— 
|almost twice the typical check for 
|any other network program workers 
;}—will not cut much ice. The union 
is out to take care of the biggest 
|number of its card-carriers. At 
| present there are over 120,000 toot- 
fers, fiddlers, ivory-pounders, and 
other performers belonging to A.F.M. 
| Exactly how many ha~: regular em- 
| ployment is not known, though union 
| heads wail continually about high 
rate of joblessness. 
To counter any reply that their 
members are well paid, the musi- 
| cians are readying to point out that 





if the musicians are eliminated. 
Without the tunesters, the typical 
check for hired help considerably 
lower in many instances, especially 
within program departments. 
Another talking point in the FCC 
|; summary is the relationship between 
full-time and part-time work. 
Among the 705 commercial outlets, 
897 tunesters worked only now and 
| then, more than one-third of the 
;number who were on the regular 
payroll. The webs are well set to 
answer any argument of this kind, 
for they had only 20 spare musi- 
|cians on the roster as against 387 
full-timers in the sample week. 


|radio’s boast of a high average wage 
RADIO AGENCY DEAL | rate would be seriously undermined 











‘Information, Please’ Disc 
On WMCA Tuesdays With 
| Network Shift to Friday 


Transcribed versions of ‘Informa- 
jtion, Please,’ will fill the latter’s 
|Tuesday 8:30 p.m. slot in the New 
York area after the live show shifts 
Nov. 15 to a similar time on Fridays. 
With the change the show’s sponsor 
| will become American Tobacco Co. 
for Lucky Strike. Ciggie maker will 
| underwrite the plattered setup on 
| WMCA, N. Y., in order to keep the 
|Tuesday spot. Program is now on 
|NBC’s Blue, but after Nov. 15 will 
ride the Red. 

Setup calls for each Friday evening 
show to be transcribed and repeated 
on Tuesday via WMCA. Latter’s 
Starting date is not yet definite, but 
it’s expected to be Nov. 19. 
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FCC Uncovers in WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, 


Another Station 


Manipulation Case 


Reminiscent of WSAL, Salisbury 


Washington, Oct. 1. 
Svonging of WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, 
Fa., from the record, was tentatively 
decided upon Friday (20) when the 
Commish entered a proposed finding 
to the effect that John H. Stenger, 
Jr., applicant, was neither financially 


qualified nor of the ‘character’ to 
hold a license. 
After reviewing approximately 


four years of the ‘who’s-got-the-but- 
ton’ career of the station, it was de- 
termined that the financial gyrations 
of the transmitter, which ‘in every 
year subsequent to 1922’ has run 
jn the red, should be terminated with 
the least possible delay. 

Requiring 10 pages (single-spaced } 
in which to comb out the tangled 
skein of Stenger’s business transac- 
jions, Commish found that the sta- 
tion had been variously operated 
and controlled by other interests; 
that stock-swapping had been en- 
gaged in and that numerous other 
enterprises had been tried out with- 
out benefit of a government okay. 

Long story began with the request 
by Stenger for a renewal of WBAX’s 
license (1210 ke. with 100 watts) 
back in the fall of 1938. This 
plication, however, was set down for 


a hearing to determine what hand) 


the Stenger Broadcasting Corp., or 
Glenn D, Gillet, had had in the op- 
ération of the station. 

A 1936 agreement, according to the 
Commish, was made by applicant 
with Charles B. Waller under 
which Waller was granted an option 
to buy WBAX ‘and its license’ for 
$25,000. Waller, at that time, was 
a director of Wilkes-Barre Record 
Co., which recently was merged with 
the Leader Publishing Co. 

The Waller option, according to 
the record, was assigned in De- 
cember, 1936 (five months later) to 
Anthracite Broadcasting, Inc., some 
of whose officers and subscribers 
were connected with the Leader 
Publishing Co. Ernest G. Smith, 
president of the new company, 
owned all of the common stock of 
the Leader Publishing Co., and the 
entire issue of preferred stock was 
owned by his wife and children. 

With 
Anthracite undertook to take over 
the station and its operation—prom- 
ising to pay a total consideration of 
$25,000. The right to terminate the 
agreement within six months was re- 
served by the assignee and funds 
for operation of the station were 
guaranteed by the purchaser. The 


Anthracite Company expended $8.,- 
788, with $4,430 of this sum going 
for a transmitter and other equip- 
ment still in use at the station. 
A Family Set-Up 
A family corporation, comprising 
Stenger, Jr., Anna C,. Stenger, his 


wife, and John H. Stenger, Sr., his 
father, was formed in May, 1938 
This outfit—Stenger Broadcasting 
Corp. had an authorized capital stock 
of 500 shares of common (par value 
$100 per share) of which 490 shares 
were issued in the name of Sienger. 
Jr., president; five in the name of 
Mrs. Stenger, secretary, and the re- 
maining five in the name of Steng- 
er’s father. Right, title and inter- 
est to the station were simultane- 
ously assigned to the Stenger 
poration. 

Effective at the same time—and 

th the consent of Anthracite—was 
nm transfer of 


cor- 


7 


control and manage 


of WBAX for a term of 10 


ment 

years (or to May 6, 1948) to Glenn 
D. Gillet, Washington radio engi- 
neer, and an ‘associate whose name 
was not disclosed at that time.’ All 


time on the station was sold to Gillet 
and his unnamed partner. 

Recalling the WSAL, Salisbury. 
Md., case—where Gillet and a Wash- 
ington attorney, James W. Gum 
(also retained in the WBAX. tan- 
gle), were charged with misrepre- 
sentation of ownership and control 
—the Wilkes-Barre intrigue disclosed 
the ‘cutting-in’ of outsiders to man- 
age and operate WBAX in the name 
of the Stenger Broadcasting Corp. 

Stock in the corporation was jig- 
gled back and forth between numer- 
ous parties until, finally, Stenger 
—‘accompanied by local police offi- 
cers —forcibly entered the station 
and seized the accounts of the broad- 
casting corporation and ‘immediately 
assumed control of physical opera- 
tion and programs broadcast and re- 
mained in possession of the station 
until May 1, 1939, at which time an 
injunction, which still is in effect, 


ap- | 


a cash transaction of $500, | 


was issued against him by the coun- 
ty court. The breaking and enter- 
ing was effected April 25 of the same 
year. 

Without permission from the FCC, , 
an agreement was entered into be- 
tween Stenger and ‘various persons 
residing in the vicinity’ to form a 
new corporation—WBAX, Inc.—but 
proceedings were stayed under the 
injunction previously mentioned. | 
Upon learning of the legal cul-de- | 
sac, Commish cracked down with a 
charge against Stenger, Jr., of ‘false 
statements’ as to his liabilities and | 
assets and the charge that WBAX 
was operated by individuals other 
than himself at a time when he re- 
ported, under oath, that he was still 
the owner and manager of the sta- 
tion. 

In its final conclusions, the Com- 
mish declared that Stenger was not 
financially fit to run the station; that 
his ‘character is not such as to 
qualify him to hold the license of 
a radiobroadcast station’ and that 
rights and licenses of WBAX had 
been transferred to Gillet, Marcy 
Eager, and the Stenger Broadcast- 
ing Corp. without permission from 
the Government agency. 

‘The applicant has relinquished | 
control of this station and his right | 
to exercise same; and has failed to! 
discharge properly the obligations 
made incumbent upon him in li- | 
censes which he has received from 
the Commission, the proposed find- 
ings declared. ‘The granting of the 
application...will not serve -public 
interest, convenience, or necessity.’ 


5-10c STORE USES 
KIRO TENTATIVELY 


Seattle, Oct. 1. 

F. W. Woolworth Co., which re- 
cently opened an $800,000 store here, 
is using KIRO to test the pulling 
power of radio for a five-and-ten en- 
terprise. Besides three half-hour re- 
motes from the store, Woolworth has 
committed itseif for 70 spot an- 
nouncements during the week. 

Store’s programs were composed 
of local talent and speeches by chain 
execs aid civic leaders. Lynn Baker 
Co., of New York, is the agency. 











Start the Washington WINX 


Washington, Oct. 1. 

First bid for local advertising con- | 
tracts was made last week by WINX, | 
new station for the Nation’s capital | 
which makes its bow Oct. 15. Ad- 
vertising itself as ‘designed to serv- 








ice the ‘home folks’—in a town which | 


has four transmitters, each affiliated 
with a national network. 

WINX offers one hour for $75; one- 
half hour for $45; one-quarter hour 
for $30; 10 minutes for $26 and five 
minutes for $15. Rate is for a single 
broadcast and—for the maximum of 
312 times—is scaled down to $52.50; 
$31.50; $21: $18.50 and $10.50 each 
broadcast, respectively. 

Debut of WINX means a change in 
automatic push-button radios of 
Washington, Virginia and Maryland 
fans—particularly where the re- 
ceiver accommodates only four sta- 
tions Large 
of the 


increase in population 
Nation’s capital, during the 
past decade, probably leaves plenty 
of room for a fifth transmitter, how- 


ever—particularly in view of an ex- 
pected ‘wartime boom’ at the nerve- 
center of the U. S. 


NBC Shoeshines Back 

Shoeshiners are now allowed in 
the NBC offices at Radio Citv. New 
York. They were banned under the 
regime of Lenox Lohr. Frank Mul- 
len opened the gates again. 

Under the Lohr days, certain of 
the push-em-up boys with an eye for 
trade were quietly bootlegging 
shines to certain employes, but now 
that repeal has been ushered with 
a division of floors, the bootleggers 
are shut out from their former cus- 
tomers. 





WPSD Bldg. for Draftees 

| Toledo, Oct. 1. 
WPSD, Toledo, has donated the 

; use of the entire third floor of the 

for use of the board of elections. 
Will be used registration, 


far 
We 


| WAAT, Jersey City. 


James McClocskey, Mail 
and Ralph Denu, Page, Trying 
Couple of minor office employees 

if Columbia in New York are trying 

to get into the production end of 
radio by taking after-hour jobs at 


Roomer, | 


From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


small stations in Greater New York. | 


They are James McClocskey, mail- 
boy, and Ralph Denu, a page on the 
18th floor. Both have their other 
jobs during evenings and over week- 
ends. 

McClocskey, a production man at 


WHBI, Newark, is currently ready- | 


series for audition 
sponsor over 
Denu, who re- 
cently completed an engineering 
course at RCA, is employed in his 
spare time at WARD, Brooklyn. 


Utah Regional 


Fully Staffed, 
Begins Airing 


dramatic 
prospective 


ing a 
for a 





By JUNE METCALFE 
Salt Lake City, Oct. 1. 
Intermountain Network, newly | 


formed Mutual outlet in Utah, began 
operation Sunday (29) with the first 
Mutual program coming in at 8:30 
a. m., followed immediately by a 
salute frora WOR at 8:45. Through- 
out the day other salutes from WGN 
and KHJ arrived via the temporary 


| the male leads in ‘Lone Journey’ when the show shifts east Oct. 21 


Assembling the Fred Stone family for the special in-person audition re- 
cently arranged by director-promoter Maurice Joachim was not an easy 
problem in traffic control. Dorothy, Paula and Charles. Collins were ;, 


mn 
Hollywood; son-in-law Duke Daly was in Providence with his dane 
orchestra....Harold M. Sherman, the novelist, is authoring ‘The Stone 


Family Boarding House.’ 
Death of Buddy Byron at Lakewood, Maine, has probably ended idea 
to have his dad, Arthur Byron, Sr., star in a radio serial co-authored by 
Buddy....Sydney Moseley, the Britisher, had his time on WMCA sold 
away from him....may step into niche vacated by Elliott Roosevelt. 
Lew Lehr was still confined last week to Lowell Thomas’ home jn 
Pawling, N. Y., where he had been taken two weeks before following 
a heartburn attack during a charity softball game. Lehr’s doctor haq 
advised that he not be moved awhile....Fred Allen sent out telegram jn- 
vites to a party he was tossing afier his debut broadcast for Texaco to- 
night (2), explaining his sudden profligacy with the crack, ‘This is a 
pretty wordy telegram, but I don't care because my sponsor is paying 


, 


| for it—as well as the party.’.... NBC put on a cocktail party Sunday af. 
| ternoon (29) for Lowell Thomas to mark his 10th anniversary on the air. 


....A third spread was that of Lipton Tea (Lever Bros.) and Young & 
Rubicam to celebrate Helen Hayes’ opening on CBS. In this case it was 
a buffet supper at the Waldorf Astoria. 

Connie Ernst, formerly production assistant on Columbia's ‘Pursuit of 
Happiness,’ produced last Friday's program for G., W. Johnstone, radio 
director of Democratic party, with Mrs. Roosevelt, Robert E. Sherwood, 
Katharine Hepburn, William Saroyan and others. . .Ed Fitzgerald, radio 
columnist over WOR, will teach a course of radio writing this season at 
the University of Newark. 

George Zachary directing ‘Short, Short Story’ for Campbell's soup during 
Paul Stewart’s RKO picture stint on the Coast....Brewster Morgan, CBS 
director, back from the Coast and will handle next week’s Workshop pro- 
gram....Les Damon and Cliff Soubier will move to New York to continue 
Bill Meeder gets the organ assignment. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


| 
| 


re-routing of transcontinental Mutual | 


lines from Denver through Provo, 
Utah. Eventually, service will be 


through Price, which will pipe it to} 


control points at the three units, 
and Ogden). 

Intermountain network will have 
its selling and producing headquar- 
ters in Salt Lake, where offices and 
studios have been set up. Initial 
schedule calls for eight to ten pro- 


grams originating in the Salt Lake 


studios and the same number from 
Ogden. Provo will contribute news 


commentator once weekly. 
will be carried exclusively by KOVO 
and KEUB, but KLO 
to carry NBC with Mutual. 
Officers of the network are: Paul 


Hollywood's own radio show, Screen Guild Theatre for Gulf, won't be 
heard on the Coast at its usual time as in seasons past. Cinema mob will 
have to take it by transcription late at night as petrol outfit is not buying 
a local outlet due to no merchandising along these latitudes. .On the 
other hand, Coasters get a double dose of Grove's ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ Gum- 
shoer goes the full length of NBC's blue from Hollywood at 5:30 p.m. and 
four hours later is repeated on the Coast red. . .Bill Murray, of William 


Morris, hopped east after seeing ‘Those We Love’ launched. . .Merry Macs 


| give way to dual piano team of Bill Jordon and George Kent after 13 
KOVO (Provo) and KLO ‘Salt Lake | 


Mutual | 


will continue | 


R. Heitmeyer, KLO, president; Jack | 


Richards, KEUB, 


vice-president; | 


Arch Madsen, KOVO, vice-president; | 
Clifton A. Tolboe, treasurer, and A. | 


L. Glassman, secretary. 


National advertising manager will | 


be Socs N. Vratis; program director | 


is Hal Parks, and sales executives 
are Phillip Speckhart and N. Smith 
Pratt. Receptionist, Wilma 


Gricks. 





TYSON’S ANTI-CLIMAX 


Staged With the Tigers Right Up to 

the Big Event 
Detroit, Oct. 1. 

After carrying the Detroit Tiger 

| broadcasts through the strenuous 

American League campaign, De- 

troits WWJ wilt not be broadcasting 

the World's Series in this town, rated 

with Brooklyn as the hottest base- 

ball fan ‘city in the country. In- 

stead, the broadcasts for this area 

will be coming through a Canadian 

Station, CKLW, in Windsor, Ont., 
across the river from here. 

For the entire season the baseball 


games have been broadcast by Ty 
Tyson, alternating days under the 
sponsorship of General Mills and 
Socony Vacuum, over the Detroit 
News’ Station It was tough going 
during the early days of the race, 
with the Tigers picked for the sec- 
ond division and far down in the 
standings. Interest didn’t surge up 
until late in the season when the 
Tigers became hot contenders, finally 


winning by one game. 

Now with interest here at fever 
pitch, the World’s Series with Cin- 
| cinnati will be aired via the Mutual 
Network. Series rights are sold 
separately through the 


for the seven games being around 
$100,000. 
baseball 
divisions. 
series rights, 
| sively, under 
| Gilette Razor 

WWJ is on the NBC chain with the 
| Mutual outlet 
the Canadian station. 


players pool 
Mutual 


for various 
took over 
always sold 
the sponsorship of 


' 
} 
| 
| 
} 





Winona Starner, vocalist, has 


KSO, Des Moines. 


Hen- | 


| Charles Victor added to WGN Spieler gang. 


weeks on the Al Pearce show. . .NBC looking around for studio space on 
Thursdays, with five audience shows clamoring for four auditoriums. 
Jimmy Newill testing for pictures at 20th-Fox after a summer on the Ford 
Hour. He used to be Republic's ‘Renfrew of the Mounted’ and also has 
Met opera ambitions plus a nibble. Some jump—from the cactus country 
to the golden horseshoe. . .William Robson last week thought the script for 
Woodbury Playhouse too closely paralleled the de Tristan kidnapping up 
north and called in his writers for a quickie substitute. After a three- 
hour huddle around the typewriter, with Robson sketching the plot, they 
came up with a fresh play. They liked it so well that only a few changes 
were made for the Coast reneat. Ralph Bowman, who has been cast 
opposite Martha Scott in the serial, ‘Career of Alice Blair,’ is the former 
John Archer, who was handed that name for finaling in the Jesse Lasky 
‘Gateway to Hollywood’ competish last season, . .More than 100 players 
showed up for ‘Big Town’ auditions. . .Clark Gable and Ann Sothern are 
set in ‘Red Dust’ on Screen Guild Theatre Oct. 6. . .Busy weekends ahead 
for Tom McKnight, who produces ‘Sherlock Holmes’ on Stndays and 
‘Blondie’ the following day. . .Rexall bought three transcriptions topped by 
Ken Murray, Kenny Baker and David Broekman’s music. . .Norman Cor- 
win returned east to talk over radio and stage offers after completing the 
adaptation and screenplay of ‘Two on an Island’ at RKO 


IN CHICAGO . . 


. 
With ‘Woman in White’ moving to CBS, new cast members include 
Bob Griffin, Eddie Firestone, Jr.. Forrest Lewis and Phil Lord....Bob 


Guilbert added to cast of ‘Stepmother,’ which moves into an earlier time 
starting Oct. 7. .Bill Croker returns to WGN news staff after a year 
as program director and announcer at WDMS, Marquette (Mich ). 

. -Harry Bingham, radio de- 
partment chief of Blackett-Sampie-Hummert, recouping from 
tomy. 


Allen Wallace producing Fritz Blocki’s ‘Captain Midnight’ which is on 


appendec- 


| the air this year over Mutual for Ovaitine through the Blackett-Sample- 


been commissioned a First Louie 


baseball | 
commissioner with the tag this year | 


The money goes into the | 


the | 
exclu- | 


in this area being | 


a ee 'and Sade’. Both are Compton »y | seri 
‘Broadcast Building, which it owns,| joined the ‘Hawkeye Dinnertime’, | shows, eres oe 


| hour-long, noonday variety show on | dates 
| ‘Sports Time’ sustainer. 


Hummert agency. Last year was sponsored through the same agency by 


Skelly Oil....Tobe Reed takes over as m.c. of the Fitch Bandwagon show 
next week Fred Sullivan added to cast of ‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter’ 
Edith Hendrick joins the Ray Noble orchestra as a canary 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


Camillg Romo, NBC singer, personalling at Royal Hawaiian. nitery 
Dorothy Allen has deserted local sustaining shows to join Shep Fields 
as vocalist....Nathaniel Faithorne. KSFO engineer, bids goodbye to his 
knobs and meters this week to move to S. F. Presidio, where he’s just 
NBC has juggled offices to provide 
divorced quarters for Red and Blue sales gangs.. “eaged together for the 
Blue (KGO) are Ray Rhodes and King Harris, n ic 


plus Ann Holden of KGO's 
Home Forum and secy Florence Larsen....The KPO-Red room hol 
Glenn Ticer and Ed Barker, abetted bi Gladys Cronkhite of the KPO 
International Kitchen and Lois Reedy etup was worked out by Al 
Nelson to make things easier for Harry Bucknell. Red chieftain, and 
128 — Grant, Blue supervisor Bob Bence. KFRC chief announce} 
las been 


igned . . rind - a " 
] BOS TO ATS EEROeTN new o-a-week Crackerbarrel forum 
SNOW 


Mel Allen Barbet NO NAME, JUST ABLE 
GETS JOB ANYHOW 


innings color stuff for Gillette razor’s 
World Series broadcasts over Mu- | 
tual, will start a new three-a-week 
sports show over CBS for Barbasol ‘ is 1 
ip San Francisco, Oct. 1. 


as the baseball tilts are | — : - 
finished. New stanza will air five | ave Drummond, long producer © 
minutes each on Tuesdays and | Hawthorne House,’ has finally won 


Thursdays and fifteen minutes Sat-|the writing chore, replacing Ted 
urdays. Erwin-Wasey is the agency. | Maxwell after efforts to find suit- 

Spieler, who just completed the |able outside writer with ‘name’ 
season’s Yankees and Giants home| failed. Maxwell is now in Chicago. 
games for Camel cigarets (Esty | Drummond conceded best qualified 
agency), will continue to announce | for job but name was sought to im- 
Procter & Gamble’s ‘Truth or Con- | press agency and sponsor (Wessen 
sequences’ Saturday nights as well as! Oil). 
the same sponsor’s daily serial ‘Vic Cast changes on veteran half-hour 
include addition of Jack 
He also continues his usual | Moyles, Sam Edwards and Florid# 
on the CBS _late-evening | Stephens, replacing Monty Mohn. 
| Ed Firestone, Jr., and Bobbe Deane 
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ROYAL'S NEW STATUS PENDS 





Mason- Dixon Unionism Is Imminent: ‘THOTT nIMOR 


Labor Board Orders Vote of Engineers 





Washington, Oct. 2. 

Collective bargaining ‘election’ has 
been ordered by the National Labor 
Relations Board at four of the seven 
Mason-Dixon Group outlets. Trans- 
mitter operators will state prefer- 
ences already made apparent by 
analysis of union membership rolls. 

Federal outfit rejected the conten- 
tion that technicians of all seven sta- 
tions should be considered one ‘unit’ 
for collective bargaining purposes. 
The Associated Broadcast Techni- 
cians, hitched up with the American 
Federation of Labor, start out with a 
considerable advantage, since the 
Wagner Act enforcers ruled, first, 
that operators at each station consti- 
tute an appropriate ‘unit’ and, second, 
that polls are required only at the 
outlets where admittedly the A. F. of 
L. crowd is in a majority. 


Going through the motions will 
occur within 30 days at WGAL, Lan- 
caster; WORK, York; WILM and 
WDEL, Wilmington. Question is 
whether the union shall talk to the 
employer or the technicians make 
individual bargains. Order of the 
N.L.R.B. shows that all four trans- 
mitter operators at WGAL, both of 
the two at WDEL, two of three at 
WORK and two of three at WILM 
carry urion cards. 


Contention was made that since all 
seven stations of the Mason-Dixon 
group, technically owned by different 
corporations, are synonymous since 
the stock in each is held by the same 
individuals and the outlets operate | 
as a single unit. But the N.L.R.B. 
sided with the wage-earners, remark- 
ing there is no history of collective 
bargaining on any basis and admit- 
ting that organization has not taken 
place in the other three outlets. 


Charles ae WLW, 


To Tour Dixie Area. 


Cincinnati, Oct. 1. 

Starting Nov. 1 Charles Dameron, 
who as Happy Dan heads the Happy 
Dan and His Radio Pals show, heard 
each weekday morning on 15 South- 
ern stations via transcriptions, will 
appear with the troupe at theatres 
in Tennessee, the Carolinas, Georgia, 
Alabama, Florida, 


Sippi, Arkansas and Texas. 


On the Crosley staff, Dameron and | 
His Pals do their recordings in the | 


WLW studios here. They are spon- 


sored by United States Tobacco of | 


Nashville. P.a. bookings are through 
General Program Service, WLW sub- 


sidiary, and under supervision of 
Jack Bell, 
Troupe will make the tour In| 


a bus. 


Boice hs WOXR Sales VP. | 


Hugh Ke »ndall Boice, who left Ben- 
ton & Bowles last year to take the 
executive vice-presidency of Elliott 
Roosevelt's pr ojected Transconti- 
nental network. has joined WQXR, 
New York, as vice-president in 
charge of sales 

New exec will have supervisory 
and general station policy duties. 
Robert M. Sc holle, WQXR sales man- 


ager, will continue in direct charge 
of the sales force. 


Kern With Jack Latham 


George Kern has joined Jack 

tham’s staff at Benton & Bowles 
as time buyer. 

Kern came from Blackett-Sample- 


enert where he did space-buy- 
hg and contacting 


_— 








Cliff Gross Bunch At WINN 


: Louisville, Oct. 1. 

Cliff Gross and Rambling 

WINN” town airing a daily shot on 

yen Lads were the original crew 

af stump for Gov. W. Lee O’Daniel 
the Lone Star State. 


© appeared in a couple Gene 
Autry Pics, , 





| WOR’s New Spot Policy 


WOR, New York, has decided to 
sell spot blurbs throughout its sched- 
ule. Formerly limited acceptance of 
this type of radio to certain specified 
times. 

Mulled the pros and cons for 
months before deciding. 


HERB SANFORD 
TO N. W. AYER 





Years as Program Vice 
President, Royal May Stay 
With NBC or Play Part in 
Nelson Rockefeller Pan- 
American Cultural Plans 








PRESTIGE HIGH 


John F. Royal is to step out of 
the program department at NBC af- 
ter nine years and Sid Strotz from 
the Chicago office is to step in. This 
prospective change of high execu- 
tive personnel became known over 

Herbert C. Sanford is leaving Bat-|the week-end. Not only became 
ten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn after | known, but the story ran away 
a connection of 13 years. He has | from NBC creating some embarrass- 
been identified with 20-odd radio | ment, because while the first step 
series since 1927. was os upon, the nature of — 

:. | Royal’s future assignment was not. 
wi yt Ne senteng atl join | “There are a couple of involved 
tion associate to H. L. McClinton, | i4¢@$% Pivoting around Royal. And 
the radio director, it was impossible to complete the 


| details or prepare an official story 
DANA WAFERS OF WSB 











HURRIED NBC 


| 
Withdrawing After N ine 








Old Gold Shifts to Mass Appeal 


Type Show for Spot Placement 





Nash Starts Oct. 7 


Nash has put off its sponsorship of 





casts nightly on the NBC-blue until 
Monday (7) because there had been 
some delay in the delivery of the new 
cars to the dealers. 

Commercial tieup with the series 
was to have begun last Monday 





ported to concern Royal becoming a | 


(30). 





WOL SUES WAHL 
ON WRONG BASIS 


Suit of the American Broadcasting 
Co. (WOL, Washington) against The 
Wahl Co. and Biow Agency for $240,- 
500 was dismissed for a second time 
in the N. Y. federal court Wed. (25) 
by Judge Samuel Mandelbaum. Like 
his predecessor, Judge John Clancy, 
Judge Mandelbaum granted plaintiff 
permission to amend its first cause of 
action. 


Plaintiff is the owner of a radio 








| 


John B. Kennedy’s five-minute news- | 


Indications that Old Gold has 
elected to shift from class to mass 
appeal are seen by the trade in the 
circumstance that the entertainment 
of the spot campaign started to place 
last week révolves mainly around a 
singing act, the Texas Rangers. Also 
that in Columbus (WHKC), for in- 
stance, the advertiser is using an- 
other such group, the Buckeye Four. 

Rangers series will clear over a 
CBS Coast network two evenings a 
week and be taken off on wax (by 
Columbia’s transcription dept.) for 
distribution over some 20 stations in 
various sections of the country. Mar- 
tha Mears, former sustaining vocalist 
for NBC in the east, will be regularly 
cast with the Rangers coterie. Bill 
Robson, Coast producer for Lennen 
& Mitchell, agency on the Lorillard 
account, will have charge of the stu- 
dio end of the series. All spot sched- 
ules will be on a night-time basis. 


Among the other stations already 
set for the Rangers transcriptions are 
WHAM, Rochester; WSYR, Syracuse; 
KDKA, Pittsburgh; WTAM,. Cleve- 
land; WCCO, Minneapolis; WHO, Des 
Moines; KMBC, Kansas City; WXYZ, 
Detroit, and the Michigan Network. 
On WGY it will be the Landt Trio, 
Monday and Friday, while WGN 
Chicago, will have’ Bob Elson doing 
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NOW CIRCUIT CLERIC 


opened. “One den that has not had 
|an opportunity to germinate is re- 

" Aitlenke, Oct. 1. 
From microphone to pulpit—that’s 


the saga of Dana Waters, veteran 
WSB announcer, who last week re- 


| signed to become pastor of six rural 


| 


churches in Georgia. Waters, 


|long time, has aspired to the minis- 
|try and has been a student at Co- 


Louisiana, Missis- | Resi: 
|elor of divinity degree from Colum- | 


his Rambling Cow- | 


lumbia ‘Theological Seminary in 
nearby Decatur. He worked at the 
station afternoons and nights and 
|quit when the opportunity came to 
|acquire a circuit of churches. 


Young preacher has been on 
WSB’s staff since 1931 and, in addi- 
tion to spieling stints, has served 
with engineering, commercial and 
program departments. He was staff's 
senior announcer when he quit. 

‘It's what I've always wanted to 
do,’ said Waters. ‘When I first got 
into radio it was with the intention 
of making a living until I could 
prepare myself to preach.’ 


Waters will soon receive his bach- 








bia Seminary, but he’s already busy 
riding his Georgia circuit and de- 
livering sermons, which ought to 
come easy after nine years of talk- 
ing to an unseen congregation of 
millions with the aid of WSB’s 50,000 
watts. 


ale 


THE FIRST WESTERNER 


Cc harles Brown Moves East for NBC 
Promotion Berth 


Hollywood, Oct. 1, 

Charles Brown, NBC sales promo- 
tion manager in Hollywood, moves 
east this week to assume a similar 
capacity for the network’s managed 
and operated stations 

Marks the first time that the web 
has picked a man from the western 
division for a New York executive 


pos t 


Carroll Carroll to L.A. 
| Carroll Carroll, who has_ been 
'spending his vacation in New York 
‘for past several weeks, left yester- 
day (Tuesday) for Hollywood. 
He’s the regular writer on 
Music Hall. 


— 


Kraft 


KFBI Singer Injured 
Wichita, Kan., Oct. 1. 

Robert Dey, 21, singer identified 
with KFH and more recently with 
KFBI is in St. Francis hospital here 
suffering from serious injuries re- 
ceived when his automobile over- 
turned. ; 

His parents and @ sister were 
killed in an automobile accident in 
Colorado last year while the family 
| was on a vacation trip. 





for a 


| work with. 


radio ambassador in the cultural re- | 
lations division of the United States | 
| Department of State of which 
|branch Nelson Rockefeller is the 
head. 


Not much has been heard about 
this State Department sub-division 
at Washington since young Rocke- 
feller got the job some months ago, 
but insiders understand that Nelson 
himself and the Rockefellers, as a 
family, will not be content with an 


empty performance by their scion. | 


There has been lots of mastermind- 
ing of how best to implement the 
whole movement which has a Gov- 
ernment grant of some $3,000,000 
behind it. As understood there is to 
be a radio, a press, and a film 
division. Royal has been mentioned 
as the man for the radio assignment. 
However the fly in the ointment is 
salary and there has been a proposi- 
tion put to David Sarnoff, it is un- 
| derstood, for NBC to give Royal a 


leave of absence to accept this special | © 


| chore for a year or two. Premature | 
state of this idea goes without say- 
ing. 

(Karl Bickel and Jock Whitney 
are expected to be the press and 
screen fronters for the Pan-Ameri- 
can cultural development. Until now 
most Pan-American movements have 
been confined to speech-making and 
fine phrases but practical steps are 
now expected.) 

Widely Travelled 

Royal has made half a dozen trips 
to South America and is known to 
be a great figure in the eyes of 
broadcasters there, also in Europe 
where he has travelied extensively 
for NBC. As recently as two weeks 
ago Roya] was in England, Spain and 
Portugal. 


(This week's Variety includes 
radio criticisms of a Brazil-spon- 
sored program and also the ‘Latin’ 
plot of ‘I Love a Mystery’ which are 
apropos this aspect of 1940 broad- 
casting in impingement upon inter- 
national affairs.) 

Best information available con- 
cerning Royal that he and Niles 
Trammell have not seen eye to eye 


on program administrative matters. 
Trammell wishes to have his former 
| Chicago colleague, Sid Strotz, to 
However, it is under- 
stood Trammell and David Sarnoff 
have the highest regard for Royal 


|and wish to retain for NBC the 
| benefit of 
world wide contacts and personal | 


his great experience, 
popularity. 
Gilman No Like 


Several months ago there had | 
been talk in top RCA-NBC circles 
of effecting a general reshuffling 
which would find Don Gilman, 
NBC’s Pacific v.p. in Chicago, Strotz | 
in New York and Royal on the! 
| Coast, but nothing came of the pro- 
posal. The indications are that this 


arrangement won't again prove, 


| Edward F. 
i'entered the University of North Car- | 


; program entitled ‘Double or Noth- 
ing,’ and claims plagiarism in the de- 
fendants program entitled ‘Take It| 
‘or Leave It. It is asserted that) of its own shows for Old Gold two 
WOL started to broadcast its pro-| | quarter-hours a week. This will cone 
gram April 21, 1940, and made a deal | | sist of Jack Fulton and a house com- 


with the William Morris office to sell | | bination under William Stoess’ di- 
the program and set up a deal! rection. 


Scceae cake canine Oe Geen 
sor the program starting at $750 | Phoebe Gale Weds Ross 
Frank Russell Under 
Auspices of Trammell 


three sportscasts a week in behalf of 
the same account. 
WLW, Cincinnati, will also air one 








weekly for the first 13 weeks and | 
running to $2,000 weekly if options | 
were picked up to the end of the| 
second year. The Wahl program in| 
|the interim caused the prospective | 





| sponsorship to be cancelled. In dis- | 

|}missing the action judge Mandel- | - 

|baum ruled that there was no in- | Washington, Oct. 1 
fringement of trademarks or nerd Most of the local NBCers were 


|competition, The first cause, iM-|scooped last week by their boss. 
fringement of copyright may be re-| When Frank M. Russell, web’s Wash- 
stated in a new action. |ington vice-president, and Marian 
‘Such actions are usually filed on| Phoebe Gale, head of the informa- 
grounds of unfair competition.) |tion and publicity force for WRC- 
_ - —— | WMAL, set out to get hitched, only 
|a small fraction of the staff knew 
. | why they were going to New York. 
and Gilman. | Wedding, which was stage-man- 
Refuses Comment aged by Niles Trammell, was a com- 
pany party. No outsiders attended. 
Even the relatives were left behind, 


agreeable to two of the parties con- 
cerned, namely Royal 
Royal 
Royal declared yesterday (Tues- 
day) that he had no comment to 
make as nothing had actually been | although informed in advance. Cere- 
done about his status. There was a | mony at the Trammell apartment 
report over the weekend that when | Was performed by Dr. Walter Van 
Strotz came into New York the op- Kirk, Congregational preacher who 


erations of the program department |directs the web’s ‘Religion in the 
and the NBC Artists Service would |News’ feature Music by Frank 


Black, director of the web symphony 
(with the symphony left out). 
Guests included M. H. Aylesworth, 

former NBC prexy; Frank Mullen, 


be assigned to his sole authority, but 
this was separately denied at NBC. 
Such merger of authority would af- | 
fect George Engles, v. p. in charge 


of the artists service and Royal's | ¥-P: and general manager; Mark 
predecessor in the program post. | Woods, web treasurer; and Mrs. 
Before Royal came in Engles ran Gladys Murphy, Russell's secretary. 
both program and artists service. First time for Miss Gale, who has 
been on the NBC payroll for several 
Few personnel changes in broad- years, and second for Russell. Mar- 
casting nas aroused such comment | riage took k place Wednesday (25). 
in the trade as has the Royal inci- | 
dent. As a radio showman Royal 
has rated in the topmost brackets. DOR N 
As an executive personality there OTHY THOMPS ON 
have been few who have suggested 
» much color, enterprise, frank- C0- OP ON MUTUAL 
ness and impatience with pomp and 
red tape. Before entering radio as ; 
manager of WTAM, Cleveland, in| Dorothy Thomps son’s cooperative 
1929 Royal operated for the Keith-| commercial is to be on Mutual, 
|Albee circuit in Cincinnati and | starting this Sunday (6). Period is 
Cieveland. | 8:45-9 p.m. This is the Fred Mayer 
Strotz, who is also highly | proposition which had originally 
esteemed, was brought into NBC’s | been submitted to the NBC-blue. 


Chicago division by Trammell while! Pilot radio will underwrite the 
the latter was in charge there.| WOR, N. Y., end of the hookup. 

Strotz started in the artists bureau | 
and later was put in charge of the 


Cal Tieney at WCAU 


|division’s program _ department. 

| When Trammell was transferred to | Philadelphia, Oct. 1 
New York Strotz stepped in his | Cal Tinney began a series on 
(Strotz’s) present spot. | WCAU last night (Mon.) tabbed ‘The 


Mrs. John Royal, who has been! Man Who Brings the World Down 
seriously ill with a dilated heart all | to Earth.’ The program consists of 
summer, was rushed to the hospital homely philosophical comments on 
last week and is in a serious state. | the news of the day. It will be aired 
Royal, the son, has just | ' five times weekly at 10:30. 

It’s on a sustaining basis, but sta- 


olina. | tion execs have hopes. 
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Brazil's Radio Gesture on NBC Blue 


Bespeaks Good Opinion of U. S. A. 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


Some 16 new programs were) 
broadcast on Sunday (29) as the | 
radio season of 1940-41 got into full | 
motion. Considered on the basis of 
uniqueness in radio advertising, in 
international affairs and in the world 
of 1940, the most significant of all | 
these programs is the 15 minutes at | 
7 p.m. sponsored by the United States | 
of Brazil. Obviously the mere idea 
of Brazil spending its money on 
American radio stations (eight NBC | 
stations: WJZ, WBZ-WBZA, | 
WMAL, KDKA, WSAI, WXYZ, | 
WENR) to advertise the friendliness | 
for this country is a fact of politicial, 
economic, military and hemisphere 
importance. Brazil is stressing just 
this friendship, even if there may be 
coffee or anything else in the back- | 
ground it’s still a tremendous idea. 
Brazil is doing something Uncle Sam 
never was able to do or smart 
enough to do—namely, buy radio 
time in the other fellow’s country to 
openly, frankly, graciously speak a 
piece about itself and its hopes for 
better relations. This Brazilian step 
is, to say the least, provocative. — 

Brazil has gone even further in an 
effort to please. It has picked a pro- | 
gram that Yankees may be presumed | 
to like. It has not egotistically con- 
sulted its (Brazil’s) own tastes or 
ideas of a radio program, but has 
ordered or allowed its agency, Camp- 
bell-Ewald, to use an all-Yankee 
non-Brazilian type quarter hour. 
Actually the Brazil message is very 
brief and sensible. Almost too brief 
as the program arouses, or presum- 
ably will, an interest to know more 
about Brazil and some further facts 
and human interest sidelights on the 
sponsoring country seem distinctly 
in order on future broadcasts. 

Bob Allen and Drew Pearson, 
veterans of many previous radio con- 
tracts, continue their by now fairly 
familiar offering of news, comment 
and prediction with the prediction 
session, which always comes at the | 
end, the big showmanship touch. | 
They wisely intend apparently to in- 
clude South American comment (one 
criticism of our policy toward Argen- 
tine wool suggested possible type of 
this material). Their inaugural pro- | 
gram showed that they were aware | 
of the tact necessary under this un- 
usual sponsorship. 

Actually Allen and Pearson can | 
possibly do a good deal for better 
Anglo-Saxon understanding of Latin- 
ism. Its a new and perhaps piquant 
role for a couple of. hard-boiled 
Washington correspondents who, ac- 
cording to the dope, make strong 
congressmen blanch. 

What Pearson and Allen will ac- 
complish, and how they will go about 
doing it, will be as provocative by 
itself as the decision of the Brazilian 
government to embark upon this ad- 








‘I LOVE A MYSTERY’ 
With Michael Raffetto, Walter Pat- 
terson, Barton Yarborough 
Adventure Serial 
30 Mins. 
FLEISCHMANN’S YEAST 
Monday, 8 p.m, 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

The popularity rating on this 
Carleton Morse program was oOKay 
last year. It may be again. The 
formula is rife with the same values 
of excitement for the lower I.Q.’s 
and ages that pulp fiction reoresents 
As the creator of one of radio’s besi 
and most legitimate serials, “One 
Man’s Family,’ Morse reverses the 
field to dish this exaggerated, un- 
real, dagger-thrust, gun-at-window 
sample of old-fashioned adventure 
nonsense. 

There are, again this year as last, 
three incredible creatures out of San 
Francisco (and the Rover Boys) 
named Jack, Doc and Reggie. They 
are all he-men. Meaning long on 
action and missing on brains and 
caution. They are the beginning and 


| the end of the program's appeal. The 


listener must be able to digest Jack, 
Doc and Reggie; or there’s no vita- 
mins in the series. 

Maybe not many listeners will 
note that while the State Depart- 
ment and many other Americans are 
trying to improve relations with 


} 
| 


‘Victoria and Albert’ 
| With Paul Hernried, Harry Von Zell, 
| Mark Warnow’s Orchestra 
| Playlets 
30 Mins, 
LIPTON TEA 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 


One of the two or three authentic 
greats of her sex in the American 
| theatre, Helen Hayes is no stranger 
‘to broadcast drama. However, this 
lis the first series of its kind in which 
she has appeared—a series designed 
‘to make a show of her talents in 
| weekly repertory. It can scarcely 
fail to attract a wide audience if the 
quality of the series remains on the 
level of the inaugural program, and 
|there is every reason for supposing 
‘that Helen Hayes and Adrian Sam- 
ish, Young & Rubicam and, in his 
department, Mark Warnow, will do 
their best to see that the level is 
| maintained. 
| The Helen Hayes half hour follows 
| directly after the Good Gulf playlets 
‘from Hollywood, Plus the Interna- 
‘tional Silver acting sessions, this 
means that Sunday evenings this 
season will have three topnotch pro- 
grams relying for effect upon star 
talent in smartly written and direct- 
ed vehicles. 

Using four or five scattered inci- 
dents from the married life of Eng- 
land's long-reign queen and her be- 
loved prince consort, the 
Hayes Theatre, so-called, illustrated 
for the first broadcast that it’s how, 


| Vietort HAYES THEATRE 


not what, The bits could have been 
thin and hokey. But tight, lean 
scripting by John Housman, and 


business-like pacing by Adrian Sam- 
ish, matched the superb sincerity 


Latin America, this script, in its not | and authority of the star so that, in- 


too humble way, works for an op-| 
posite effect. If there are two big 
hurdles to better Pan-Americanism 
its (a) the typical Yankee youth's | 
quickness to associate revolutions, 
crooked police and low ethical pat- 
terns with all Latins, and (b) the 
public demonstration in the form of 
entertainment that Americans hold 
this view. 

The action of ‘I Love a Mystery’ 
takes place in Santa Margerita, a 
South American republic. The plot | 
emphasizes that. 
of this sequence is ‘The Tropics | 
Don't Call It Murder’ and the na-}| 
tive chief of volice expresses a will- | 





| 
} 
| 


| 


stead of sentimentality about royal- 
ty, there was a tender piece about 
a woman who happened to be a mon- 
arch and a prince who was still a 
husband. Paul Hernried read the 
part of the consort with an appro- 
priate Germanic accent and a display 
of shrewd shading, giving stout sup- 
port to the stellar nersonality. Any- 
thing less than a first-class perform- 
ance would have seriously impeded 
the star, for the audience has to be- 


|lieve in Albert or Victoria becomes 
And since the title | a love-struck ninny. 


The time and scene captions in the 
radio adaption were carried by 
Miss Hayes herself through the use- 


ingness to overlook a killing because | fy} narrative trick of having her 
the victim was an obscure nobody, | read extracts from her own diary. 
it would be hard to overlook the pos-| Her maidenly admiration for the 


sibilities of ‘I Love a Mystery’ an-| blue eyes of Albert (her Teutonic 


noying our Latin friends or being 
picked up by alert Nazi agents and 
exploited as one further proof that 
Yankees look down their noses at 
Latins. 

This program is on 45 blue sta- 
tions at 8 p.m. and is not offered as 
a kid program. Nevertheless it will 
have thousands of kid listeners. They 
will find three crazy musketeers 
who deliberately go seeking trouble, 
assiduously cultivate a chip-on- 
shoulder attitude and carry on con- 
versations on a bogus realism basis 
that mav pass for manly virility, but 
it’s certainly not conducive to adult- 





venture in radio advertising at this 
time. The only near-precedent for 
Brazil’s performance is the tourist- 
seeking program which Mexico had 
on NBC some four years ago. But at 
that time there was no choosing up 
of sides and counting of noses be- 
tween dictatorships and democracies. 

It is to be hoped that Brazil will 
reap the psychological appreciation 
from Yankees its open gesture de- 
serves. Yankees have had their 
doubts, not without cause, of where 
some Latin republics might be when 
the lights go out. In this connection 
Brazil has smartly made a bid for 
American goodwill. That radio has 
been chosen as the medium may be 
considered a compliment by the in- 
dustry, 





INGA ANDERSEN 
Songs 
Saturday, 8:15 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Canadian songstress has done well 
by herself on this side; in nitery and 
revue work going in at nice billing 
and nicer cheques. If only for that 
reason it might be policy to sidestep 
radio until such time as she has at- 


tained a better song routine for the 
ether medium. Gir] has a husky de- 
livery, clicko on stage or in nite 
spots when lights are low and at- 
mosphere bon vivant, but coming 
over the air minus much color or 
cadence. 


At this airing for ‘Saturday Music 
Hall’ numbers selected served rather 
to accentuate absence of melody 
range and shading. A careful check- 
up on her air stuff should take care 
of it and turn a miss to a hit. 


VERA LYNN 
Songs 

Sunday, 6:39 p.m. 
BBC, London 


This smart performer has gone 
along into topline prestige on the 
West End musical stage, with a 
voicing style made strictly to order 
for Britishers. Miss Lynn’s modern 
warbling is in line with the gay 
Nineties — resounding, tear-jerkish, 
and delivered in a manner reminis- 
cent of days of plush and chan- 
delieres. 


Airing was on a troops concert, 


like thought. Moreover Jack, Doc 
| and Reggie were constantly socking 
people, including women, on the jaw 
and saying ‘excuse me, I’m sorry to 
|do this, but I haven’t time to argue 
the point.’ 

From the standpoint of the be- 
| havior of its characters and the na- 
ture and locale of its plot, ‘I Love a 
| Mystery’ is very questionable radio. 


|And that goes regardless of any 
| popularity rating it may achieve. 
Land. 


|‘SPEAK UP, AMERICA’ 

Quiz. Music 

30 Mins. 

| BETTER SPEECH INSTITUTE 
| Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 

| WJZ-NBC, New York 
(McJunkin) 





of America has gone the way of 
;}commercial radio’s current 


least resistance, the quiz. The rage 


for tossing away silver dollars has 


caught these apostles of purism. It 


not only uses the giveaway device 
of the old-line quiz shows but lifts 
a leaf from such speculative orgies 


as “Take It or Leave It’ and ‘Double 
or Nothing.’ 


Most of the program’s routine is | 


devoted to reeling off dramatized 
bits of dialog and participants grop- 
ing to detect errors in grammar, cor- 
rect use of words and pronunciation. 
For each detection $5 or $6 is paid 
with a $25 bonus going to any one 
participant spotting all errors in a 
single dramatization. Later on 
there’s what the program tags a 
| Steeplechase. Participants are per- 
mitted to take their pick of question 
which pay any one of four amounts, 
$5, $10, $15 and $20. This may be 
described as a case of the gambling 
instinct being linked to education. 
While pedagogs of the old school 
may question the program’s propri- 
ety, it nevertheless makes an inter- 
;}esting game of a dry subject and 
‘should prove effect as a merchan- 
diser of the institute’s product, which 
comes in either sets or single volume 
| ($1.85). 


| pithy and in tone with the program’s 





| level. Two more features are tacked erring use of ‘one who saw the show | ha 


on near the end of the stanza. One 
deals with the proper pronunciation 
of words from the day’s news and 


Even the Better Speech Institute | 


line of 


| cousin) planted the intense devotion 
| theme that followed. Eer quaint ex- 
| citement when first she watched her 
| husband shaving was etched amus- 
lingly, also the clash of wills when 
Albert locked the door and she, 
commanding him as a queen, was 
unable to move him, only to succeed 
immediately when she asked him 
sweetly as a wife. A scene in an 
1842 railway carriage, the first in 
which a Queen of England had ever 
ridden, was a gay footnote to history 
with a queenly moral for snapper. 
An episode of an attempted as- 


sassination of the royal pair in the 
|park was handled mostly through 
\the mouths of two ladies-in-waiting. 
The big heart-tug came at the finale, 
when Victoria, the widow, arranged 
to continue the ritual] of having Al- 
| bert’s things laid out by a valet 
|every night as if he still were alive. 
| And then when she was alone, came 
the final, emotion-stabbing widow’s 
piteous cry of utter loneliness. In 
‘all of this the art of Miss Hayes was 
steadily apparent and her ability to 
jenchant and hold a radio audience 
| seemed impossible to doubt. 
| The Young & Rubicam production 
| was first-class all the way, inclusive 
of the important musical bridges and 
background worked out by Mark 
| Warnow, whose versatility in a radio 
| studio is further established here- 
|with. Harry Von Zell is the mes- 
sage-bringer from Lipton’s Tea. The 
commercial was brief and dignified, 





sponsor is to be referred to, it seems, 
as ‘The Lipton tea people.” It was 
a shrewd way to personalize them in 
an impersonal way. ‘What the name 
Helen Hayes means to the theatre, 
Lipton’s means to tea.’ Which is a 
nice association of ideas slant. 


Land. 


‘ANYTHING GOES’ 

With Ben Lyon, Diana Ward, Adele 
Dixon, Dick Francis, Jacques 
Brown 

45 Mins. 

BBC, London 


Ethering versions of stage musi- 
cals is questionable policy for radio 
—a hit-and-miss means to entertain- 
ment. Some times they click, win- 
ning out against the visio element; 
| then and now it’s miss by a mile in 
;}anything from clarity to listener 
worth. Faulty scripting and produc- 
|tion can be covered by talent; fre- 
|quently hit tunes gloss over a tan- 
| gled plot and dialog. Not so in this 


| case, 


| Lots of things came unstuck in this 


| went into the discard through some 


jat the Alvin.’ He told the story, cued 
‘in bits of action and left rest to lis- 
|teners. If they hadn’t seen the show 


giving performer three numbers and|the other has to @¢ evith the dis- apparently it was just too bad. Along 


a sound job on ‘Wishing Well’ to!couragement of words frequently | with a number of others, 


have the soldier-boy audience yelling 
through misted eyes. 


overused in the day’s eonversation. 
Odec. 


at least for the first program. The} seems to promise a combination of 


FORD SYMPHONY HOUR . 

With Lily Pons, Andre Kestelanetz, 
w. J. Cameron, Ford Symphony 
erch 

60 Mins” 

FORD MOTOR CO. 

Sunday, 9 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Ayer) 

Seventh consecutive season for the 
Ford symphony series opened Sun- 
day night (29) with Lily Pons and 
Andre Kostelanetz as guests, the De- 
troit Symphony masquerading under 





| program was a curious fusing of dis- 





|libes compositions. 
|tions of Glinka’s ‘Ruslan and Lud- 


Helen | 


| 





the Ford label and with the program 
pattern unchanged, even down to W. 
J. Cameron’s semi-mystic, semi-ar- 
ticulate intermission talk about the 
state of the world. As always, the 


tinguished elements into an undis- 
tinguished whole. 

Miss Pons, in her customary glow- 
ing voice, sang four numbers, lean- 
ing a bit toward the semi-classic 
category. Bell song from ‘Lakme’ 
was standard for her, but the other 
three were a trifle light for an artist 
of Miss Pons’ standing. Kostel- 
anetz implanted his distinct individ- 
uality on the orchestra in batoning 
five selections, two of them his own 
arrangements of Debussy and De- 
His interpreta- 


milla’ overture seemed unusually 
fast, while his handling of the 
Strauss waltz ‘Artist’s Life’ seemed 
slower than normally. 

Show followed its regular formula 
by not having any commercial spiels, 
except the closing announcement 
that it was presented by Henry and 
Edsel Ford. Cameron's spiel, as al- 
ways, was inclined to impress a 
large proportion of listeners and set 
others’ teeth on edge. Hobe. 
‘DARK VICTORY’ - 
With Gertrude Warner, David Goth- 

ard, Richard Gordon 
Drama 
15 Mins. 

WHEATENA 

Daily, 12 noon 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Compton) 

‘Dark Victory’ will take four weeks 
to unfold, after which Booth Tark- 
ington’s ‘Alice Adams’ and other 





first-class works offiction are to be 
radio-treated in cycles of four weeks | 
each. This shrewd twist on day- | 
time drama has obvious merit. First | 
because the auspices go to excellent | 
literary sources for their plots, and 
second because four weeks is not too 
short for suspense, or too long for 
plausibility in character-and-situa- 
tion building. 

Initial sample of ‘Dark Vi@tory’ 
proved first-rate scripting by Her- 
bert Little and David Victor that 
was brought to life by director Car- 
los de Angelo on behalf of Ed Wolfe 
associates, the office which sold the 
package. The superiority of the 
story over the usua’ daytime hokum 
was instantly apparent. Indeed, this 
prosram can possibly benefit by de- 
liberately merchandjzing itself as 
radio literature to which housewives 
who got beyond the third grade can 
listen. 

A doctor on the verge of retire- 
ment from qa fashionable practice is 
placed in touch with a young woman | 
of society who, at 27, is faced with a 
brain tumor of the sort that may | 
lead to blindness. The impact of 
their personalities within the frame- 
work of the threatened tragedy poses 
the problem of the story. It has | 
plenty of natural, human emotion- | 
alism implicit in the situation, 

Three players introduced in the | 
first installment were standard radio 
script-readers who can be counted 
upon for professionalism of a con- | 
vincing kind. Land. 





| ‘DEAREST MOTHER’ 
| Transcribed Serial 


| 
| 


| 


15 Mins.; Local 
CLOVERLEAF DAIRY 
M-W-F, 10 a.m. 

WTRY, Troy, N. Y. 


Arresting title for a serial which 


|romance and mystery to the prob- 





| 





| 
| 


Diana Ward | ing. 


able liking of women daytime ?isten- | 
ers. Fact it’s WTRY’s only strip 
show—at that, first since station de- 
buted in April—should help. No pos- 
sibility of dialers being satiated, as 
may be case where hearts-and- 
flowers come in bunches and many 
of them alike as peas in pods. Fred- 
erick Ziv organization, Cincinnati, 
produced ‘Mother,’ World waxed. 

_ Program name stems from saluta- 
tion heroine uses in writing her 
mother, at start and finish of each 
stanza. Latters are dramatic device 
to tell story. with fadebacks for ac- | 
tion. Rita Morgan, in another city 
looking for a job, is staying at a| 
boarding house and in a room which | 
other guests have warned her to! 
move from—strange things happen | 
therein. Love interest is planted via | 
young doctor who brushed her off 
when she went to head medico’s of- 
fice seeking work and who comes 
later to rooming spot to explain | 
‘twas on orders. While M. D. is | 
there, Rita’s girl friend faints. Some- | 
thing seen in room caused swooning. | 


Wait until next episode to learn’ 


The plugs themselves are |One—script and casting. Continuity | what. 


\ | 
Mikers of two main characters | 
have excellent voices and good act- | 
ing technique. Others heard, includ- | 
ing rooming house proprietress are 
allright. String orchestra comes in 
for ‘mood’ music and after the spiel- | 





Platters, with dramatizations 


| will likely want to forget this reprise running about 10 minutes, sound all- 


} of her London stage hit. 


around okay. Jaco. 


| gles from a straitjacket. 


— 


BOB HOPE 

With Jerry Colonna, Brenda a 
Cobina, Six Hits and a Miss, Gloria 
Jean, Art Baker, Skinnay Ennis 
orchestra, Bill Goodwin 

Variety 

30 Mins. 

PEPSODENT 

Tuesday, 10 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Lord & Thomas) 


In the fall of 1938, Variery re. 
ported, not for the first time but 
with more and blacker underscoring 
that Bob Hope was radio's fastest’ 
funniest, flippest comedian. This was 
hardly a discovery confined to 
Variety and the sole purpose in re. 
calling one of the most ebullient 
notices ever to appear in these 
columns is to say that, three years 
later, the praise still stands. 

Hope’s gags remain bright. They 

remain numerous. They remain ag 
explosive as a tail of firecrackers 
Behind Bob Hope, and giving him 
full credit, are a stable of writers 
and experienced radio showmen, in. 
cluding Tom McAvity. They work 
in Hollywood and more or less in 
the background. This review is writ- 
ten in New York. Whoever they 
are they may consider themselves re- 
spected for their sharp minds, keen 
ears, good memories and professional 
competence. 
_ Each of the personages with Hope 
is equipped with quips that helps 
make true the adage, never a dull 
moment. Jerry Colonna’s comedy 
skill in the past year or two has, in 
particular, improved a great deal 
showing the contagious nature of fast 
company. He pingpongs them back 
as good as he gets. Professional 
growth of this kind is always worthy 
of note in this journal of professional 
growth. 


Very diverting, too, are the hoke 
comediennes, Brenda and Cobina, 
who are among the great entertain- 
ment developments of radio in the 
past year. Their timing is zingv all 
the way. 

Musically, the program has young 
Gloria Jean from Universal Pictures 
who did not have much to do on the 
first show. but was successfully 
launched. Skinnay Ennis contributes 
a song or two and the orchestra 
is responsive to the stick of Bill 
Goodwin. The show is well put to- 
gether and the copy suffers from no 
reticence*in shouting earlv, often and 
long about Pepsodent. The show is 
good enough to win forgiveness 


Hope opened by thanking Roose- 
velt and Willkie for relinquishing 
their radio time so that he could be 
heard. On his way back to Cali- 
fornia, he said, they stopped him 
at the border and made him burn 
his long underwear. He pulled a gag 
about the draft (the big humor 
theme of 1940-41—if that’s prophecy) 
and promised not to tell any about 
Bing Crosby’s horses, or Hedy La- 
marr’s wahoo. 


The program was also notable for 
the number of trademarks mentioned 


by name. There were scattered 
references In gags to White Owl 
cigars, Canada Dry Ginger Ale, 


Greyhound Buses and Fibber McGee 
and Molly. Land. 


‘METROPOLITAN REVUE’ 

With Ralph Burton 

Records 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Daily, 1:30 p.m. 

WNYC, New York 
A jive enthusiast 


who seems to 


|have an extraordinary collection of 


hot records all the way back to the 
esoteric days, Ralph Burton takes 


| over the New York City’s municipal 


mike five times a week to put the 
spurs to his hobby. Show runs 30 
minutes the first three days of the 
week and 15 minutes Thursdays and 
Fridays. It should have a pull for 
the swing bugs who can get to a dial 
at this time of day, but could prob- 
ably draw a larger audience if 
WNYC were on the air during the 
evening and spotted Burton then. 

Series is obviously and frankly for 
the birds whom a hot lick drives 
into a frenzy.. There’s no attempt at 
formality or general interest. With- 
out any pretense of having prepared 
a script or such niceties as putting 
his between-records spiel into con- 
cise language, Burton rambles 
through his introductions of records, 
background dope, comment and re- 
plies to letters, groping for words, 
interrupting himself and stumbling 
over his own speech. At least it pro- 
vides spontaneity. 

At times this candor is hilarious 


| Opening last Wednesday's show (25), 


he commented on the fact that he 
was again playing his usual theme 
tune, explaining that he’d had to use 
another signature on the previous 
few shows because he had sat on 
the theme record. ‘I promise to be 
more careful in the future,’ he 
added. He renlied to two letters on 
the show caught. One discussion 
was about Negro and white mus!- 
cians; the other was whether the 
Dixieland Jazz band or the New Or- 
leans something-or-other had been 
the first outfit. play a certain num- 
ber. That particular program was 
devoted to the records of Muggsy 
Spanier’s band. Burton got so en- 
thusiastic over a couple of potent 
choruses that he replayed those por- 
tions of the records. Doubtless 
every hepcat at the other end of the 
kilocycles was just a couple of wris- 
Hote. 
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DESIGN FOR HAPPINESS’ 


ladys Swarthout, Roma,| With Vincent Lepez, Milton Berle, 
We sen ‘Tom Moore, Izler Selo- Buddy Clark, Ann Barrett 
son, Chicago Woman’s Symphony | Comedy, Sengs, Music 
orch. John McCormack 30 Mins. 
os satus. HOWARD CLOTHES 
Libby-Owens-Ferd Sunday, 6:30 p.m, 
wea tg 5 p.m. WOR-Mutual, New York 
WABC-CBS, New York. (Redfield-Johnstone) 
(U, S. Advertising) This series resumed its 
. : he tetene | S series resume for its second 
Libby-Owens Ford glass is | season last Sunday (29) and the sum | 


ing half-hour sessions of light con-| total of entertai "high. | 
ing sey eaphonie stuff with Izler Solo- atertainment wasn't high. 


mon, the 65-piece Chicago Woman's 
Symphony orchestra and guest solo- 


, SHOW OF THE WEEK’ 





|the laughs weren't there. 
2 It ) it was a guest occasion. He had a | 
ists. ‘Tom Moore is m.c. S 40 running gag about two fat ladies on 
amiable and palatable offering, likely |a Ste+*n Island ferryboat. For all 
to draw a sizable audience at this/the eirect it had on the listeners’ 
Jate-afternoon Sunday location. | risibilities that intended bit of humor | 

Sunday’s (29) opener brought! could have been dropped from that 
Gladys Swarthout, Met contralto, and | selfsame ferryboat and not missed 


i in the least. Berle also had some 


her soprano sister, Roma gpg we 
as guests. The latter said it was het | stooges, but the material didn’t help 
them either. 


radio debut and it sounded probable, 
Whatever bright moments this 


as she seemed nervous a d conse- 
event offered came mostly from Vin- 


quently in unrelaxed voice. How- 
cent Lopez’ keyboard and his band’s 


ever, her tones were clear - tees, 
go she should improve wi mike Slavia of tichiy Wetenebie dence | 


familiarity. _ Each singer did one 


: . music. Buddy Clark wrapped his, 
— ed sak ae ae baritone pleasantly around : such | 
handled with warm, pervasive color- numbers as ‘Only Forever’ and. 


‘Night and Day,’ latter a pip arrange- | 
ment, while Ann Barrett passed , 
muster in giving vocal point to a 
rhythm number. 


‘Show of the Week’ has for its re- 


ing, style and aplomb. Orchestra 
gounds rich, full-toned and pliant, 
while Solomon's conducting is elo- 
quent. Moore is a likable m.c., but 
the opening script was pretty coy, 


| 


rticularly the bit about the various | lease a co-operative hookup. On 
artists being introduced to each|WOR the customer is Howard 
other. Clothes, with the plug cut-in from | 


Two major commercials stress the | that point stressing the price ($22.50), 
idea that ‘glass makes homes more | fashion and the installment plan. 
livable’ and thus contributes to ‘real Odec. 
happiness,’ and 0 —ye oon eee | 
to buy storm-windows an oors. 
Final plug, cut in from the various ;, BOB BECKER 
lecal stations, lists the addresses and | Deg Talks, Dramas 
phone numbers of dealers in those! MORREL’S DOG FOOD 
vicinities. Leslie Mitchell is producer | 15 Mins. 
and John McCormack announcer. Sunday, 3:45 p.m. 

Hobe. WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Henri-Hurst & McDonald) 


Bob Becker has been selling dog | 
food from way back. Care of mutts, | 








‘WORDS ABOUT MUSIC’ 
With Kennedy Ludlum 


tales of heroism, intelligence, are 
oy a used. Starting a new series Sun-| 
Sustaining day (29), he changed his formula | 


slightly to include a dramatization | 
of the story of a befriended Alaskan | 
husky. Told via the 


Daily, 7:30 p.m. 

WOV, New York » ‘ —" 
Record show with a new twist, this i ’ 

sustaining bit is interesting and in- | method, the unfolding of how an ice | 

formative for the type of person | Country brute repaid a kindness | 

who would normally tune it in. It|;Stacked up as lukewarm stuff. 

relays biographical data concerning 


Scripted in dialog that could have | 
bandleaders currently riding the big | been much punchier, the tale seemed 
time, going through the life in music 


longer than the 15 minutes the pro- 
of, as on this program, Tommy Dor- | gtam occupied. 
sey. Half hour each day for six| It 


was handled by one Capt. 
days is devoted to one bandleader. | Camel, ex-member of the Northwest 
nstead of being a straight, color- 


Mounties, whom it concerned. Pro- 
less spiel show, however, the pro-| gram gave no inkling whether the 
gram digs up recordings representa- | character “was being handled by a 
tive of the various development | stand-in or by the Captain himself, 
stages of the bandleader in question. 

Scripts manage to avoid repeating 
details told by fan mags, etc., dig- 
ging up stuff that is passed over in 
the usual biography. It’s not easy 
on them, either, seeming to delight nt 
in offering records of old with mu-| cerning the ability of huskies to take 
sical mistakes, to compare against) it. Surrounding commercials imply- 
present releases. ing that Red Heart would give the 
Though this was a program con-| family hound the same resistance. 
cerning Tommy D., it began to un- | Spiels were much too long for such 
wind with the theme recording of | limited time. The very nature of 
Benny Goodman’s band. Kennedy 
Ludlum handles spiel in concise | 
fashion. Script is written by Hal 
Davis and Les Leiber. Wood. 


> —— 


flashback | 





ence than the writing of it gave op- 
portunity for. . 
Becker’s probing at the outset in- 





chance for a dialer to forget the 


|attention to it unnecessagy. Wood. 














ords—vivid, compelling words 





ent into the home and hearts of 


1,600,000 consumers 





Iter buying habits; and can 


ncrease your sales. Just use 


CINCINNATI'S OWN STATION 


Represented by International Radio Sales 
New York Chicago Los Angeles 


| CANADIAN BRED CROSS 


| ister’s 
‘tribute to the artists who give of 


but if he was the McCov he did a| 
better job interpreting his experi- | 


formed those interested of data con- | 


the program’s contents leave little | 


sponsor’s product, making too much ; 


! 

With Prime Minister Mackenzie | 
King, Allen Mowbray, Herbert 
Marshall, Reginald Gardner, Gloria 
Jean and Charles Previn, Anna 
Neagle, Maxine Gray, Mary Pick- 
ford, Dionne Quintuplets, Dr. Allen 
Roy Dafoe, Betty Jane Rhodes. 


| 30 Mins.; Sunday 7-7:30 p.m. 


MBS-CEC (via WOR, New York) 


These all-star, big-name charity- 
trailer broadcasts, more often than 


| Milton Berle tried hard enough but | 20t pan out a bit of a clambake. This 
For him} Was one of the affirmative efforts, a 


well-blended potpourri of  heart- 
appeal and_= stellar mike values 
picked un from Ottawa (Canrda’s 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King), 


Hollywood (the bulk of the talent) 
and Callander, Ont. (Dionne Quins 


‘and Dr. Dafoe). 


Perhaps the lone showmanship 
hazard was the Canada prime min- 
intro, a somewhat verbese 


themselves, ete, but it was a neces- 
sary and fitting prelude. Thereafter. 
Allen Mowbray who, incidentally, is 
one of radio’s socko mike voices, and 
particularly adept for this sort of 
thing, acce'erated the tempo with a 
well-placed and defily blended pot- 
pourri of sentiment, nostalgia, music 
and frank charity hoopla. 

Considering the rot too precise 
aspects it all played quite well. Her- 
bert Marshall who, like Mowbray. 
possesses one of those extraordinarily 
fine diction voices, reminisced of the 
London he knew. A basically expert 
thespian, his nostalgic word-picture 
of a yestermorn London was heizht- 
ened further by an _ exceptionally 
well-comnosed musical setting. 

Since the keynote, in behalf of the 
British War Relief (funds to Mow- 
bray in Hollywood) and the Cana- 
dian Red Cross %funds to Ottawa). 
was essentially an English-Canadicn 
charity—although emphasis was put 
on no geographical, racial, national- 
istic or religious boundaries—the 
bulk of the talent was of British ex- 
traction. Proper emphasis, aceor:’- 
ingly, was put ‘on Mary Pickford’s 
Canadizn birth in her little spiel. 
Betty Jane Rhodes vocalized ‘Danny 
Boy,’ nee ‘Londonderry Air.’ Ditto 
Maxine Gray with ‘Good Night 
Sweetheart’ and ‘Very Thought of 
You,’ two of Ray Noble's tunes, with 
emphasis on his British extraction. 
Miss Gray did a dandy job with Dave 
Rose i batoning. Likewise Gloria 
Jean’s ‘What Did We Learn in 
School?’, a filmusical excerpt, backed 
by the Meglin choir and Charles 
Previn’s orchestra, was emphasized 
as having been comnosed by British 
songsmith Vivien Ellis who, with the 
proceeds from his song, went back to 
England to join the service. 

Reginald Gardner’s stint was a 
comedy interlude, and Anna Neagle. 
as a Red Cross nurse, entered a 
well-modulated plea for the $5,000,- 
000 campaign being sought in this 
| drive. Mowbray stressed that West- 
jern Union was cooperating ‘at greatly 
reduced rates’ for the proper trans- 
| mission of funds. 

Dr. Dafoe was much better than 
his famed quintuplet charges. They 
did a childish doggerel in ensemble 
and, while packed with plenty allure 
| and curiosity appeal, the Dionnes are 
still sustaining so far as their mike 
|; Values are concerned. But then, what 
did it matter if only they said the 
| traditional goo-goo; they undoubt- 
edly focused plenty of mike appeal 


on this Sunday evening half-hour 

amidst a wealth of other and more 

diverting radio talent. Abel. 

‘LAUGH AND SWING CLUB’ 

With Morey Amsterdam, Mabel 
Todd, Del Casino, Henry Morgan, 
Van Alexander orch. 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 





Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 
WOR-MBS, New York. 


| This is frankly and intentionally 
|corn, and palatable as such. Show 
|has been on some time, first from 


| the Coast and lately originating with 
a studio audience from the Mutual 
| playhouse, N.Y. “It offers a rough 
|}and tumble brand of comedy, appar- 
fently derived more or less off the 
| cuff and out of ex-gag writer Morey 
| Amsterdam’s file of jokes. Old stuff, 
|but unpretentious and sometimes 
quite funny. 


| Amsterdam is m.c., stooge for his 


| comedienne-wife Mabel Todd and 
|has a solo laugh spot of his own. 
Latter is tabbed ‘Amsterdam’s Mel- 
|low Cello Time’ and as the comic 
|scrapes a tired cello, he unravels a 
| flock of ludicrously-ancient wheezes 
| It’s the bright spot of the show. Miss 
|Todd is in and out of the proceed- 


lings throughout, seemingly being in 
{too much for the amount and type 
| of material given her. She plays a 
|dumb gal characterization, using 
|ultra-broad comedy, mostly leaning 
|on puns. Fact that many of her 
lines are nasty jibes at innocuous 
characters, that she makes continual 
use of a kind of raucus laugh-howl 
and that much of her stuff simply 
isn’t funry makes it an intermittent- . 
ly unattractive part. Gal knows how 
to build up a laugh and when to 
punch the tag line, however, and 
with better editing could be a soek 
ingredient. 

De] Casino sings one number and 
stooges briefly for Miss Todd, while 
Van Alexander’s orehestra delivers 
a couple of jive sessions. Henry 
Morgan, who has his own wack pro- 
gram over the same station, is a 
straight-away announcer here. As a 
whole, the show has a distinct flavor 
of its own and, with minor revisions 
might be a likely bet for the nrope~ 
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Four Easy Ways 
To Become A 
Radio Advertiser 


(And F our Good Reasons 
For Doing [t!) 


Perhaps you've always wanted to have a try at 
“big time” radio, because you knew from the experi- 
ence of other advertisers how it pays off in sales and 
changes the complexion of the balance sheets. 


But you haven't done so to date! Figured the 
budget couldn't stand the expense, hey? And what 
do you know about putting on a radio show anyway? 


Well, all that’s been answered now for advertisers 
like yourself. There have been’ some big changes in 
network advertising in the last five years, and the big- 
gest changes of all have taken place in the NBC-Blue 


- Network. 


Here's the network that’s been groomed and devel- 
oped for advertisers just like you; a national line-up 
of 71 stations coast-to-coast on which te try your 
radio sales wings for the first time. The Blue was 
made to order for such advertisers, simply because: 


It's the one national network that’s being 
talked about in the trade as a laboratory 
where potential radio advertisers get the 
benefits of pre-tested program ideas; the 
progressive radio network which is pro- 
ducing shows that build ready-made audi- 
ences for advertisers. 


It has become the nation’s leading “public 
service” network, commanding vast audi- 
ences for such outstanding institutional pro- 
grams as 
Opera, 


Arturo Toscanini, Metropolitan 
Music Appreciation Hour, Radio 
Forum, Great Plays. Farm and Home Hour, 
National Vespers, Town Hall and world-wide 
news broadcasts. 


It has developed the tested, “packaged” type 
of radio program, complete in all details, 
ready for an advertiser to step in and take 
over a known show with an established au- 
dience—the first time he goes on the air! * 





It is still the most economical, coast-to-coast 
network “buy” in radio, for the budget-con- 
scious advertiser who has always wished he 
could go “national” in a big way at smali 
cost. 


im GD NN -_ 


There's a choice spot and a great show on the 
Blue for you. Better come and get ‘em now. Th>o 
Winter buying season is just beginning! 


2 NBC BLUE NETWORK 


——_ 


th the greatest of ease | aA 


. 


* See following pages for tip-offs on three top- 
notchers up for sale. 
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—and you, too, Toots! 


“ _. Once again we bring you another concert by the world- 
renowned Chamber Music Society of Lower Basin Street (only one 
entrance—no connection with any other store). As you know, the 
distinguished members of this symphonic organization have con- 
secrated their lives to the preservation of music's three B’s—Barrel- 


house, Boogie-woogie and Blues! 


“Tonight's concert is again conducted by Maestro Paul Laval, 
who will direct his ten termite-proof wood-winds in a moving inter- 
pretation of his celebrated work. ‘Opus 33, First Door on the Left’. 


“We shall also have the pleasure again of hearing Mademoi- 
selle Diva Dixie Mason (the Society's new discovery), who starts 
fires by rubbing two notes together. Then there is Dr. Henri Levine 
and his Little Philharmonic of eight men—and no kidding! Pro- 
fessor Gino Hamilton is our otherwise distinguished intermission 
commentator, as usual. 


“For tonight's special guest, we are privileged to present Dr. 
Rudolf Amadeus Adler, member of the long-haired school, and rec- 
ognized virtuoso of the saxophone. Prof. Adler will give his read- 
ing of an early, native American folk classic. Wait until the sustain- 
ing program budget committee gets a load of this hot line-up. Wowl 


“Now, Dr. Laval is mounting the podium, assisted by two mem- 
bers of his orchestra, and we are about to hear the opening move- 


- 


| 





| SCREEN GUILD THEATRE 
‘with Margaret Sullavan, James 
| Stewart, Frank Morgan, Roger 
Pryor, Bud Hiestand, Oscar Brad- 
ley Orchestra under Frank Tours. 
| 30 Mins. 
GULF GASOLINE 
| Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York. 
(Young & Rubicam) 


There is not much doubt that in 
radio production circles the first 
broadcast of the new Screen Guild 
series for Good Gulf Gas will be dis- 
cussed in chief relation to the script 
which Norman Corwin, a fugitive 
from ‘experimental’ radio’s stream- 
of-consciousness and blank verse, 
provided. It was a slick script that 
did things that are sometimes dan- 


them. Like, for example, telling the 
story through the mouth of a com- 
pletely superfluous character who 
“never once directly spoke to the two 
protagonists of the plot proper. The 
narrator could easily have been as 
derailing as an open switch, but 
through the sharply-edited working 
script, and with due credit to the 
mugging talents of Frank Morgan, 
the procedure proved a constructive 
contribution to gaiety. And gaiety 
was the civilized purpose of the 
broadcast. 

The plot was simple as plots for 


spoons or tea should be. The trick is 
to plant the people and the situation 
quick, and to complicate the first and 
|endear the latter with all dispatch. 
| Corwin’s script did just that. He ar- 
| ranged the elements of the original 
| material (‘The Shop Around the Cor- 
'ner’) so that they played with com- 
| plete clarity and mounting interest. 
And there wasn’t a filter mike called 
for anywhere in the script. 
Undoubtedly Harry Ackerman’s 
direction was in keeping. Also Miss 
| Sullavan and James Stewart are usu- 
‘ally reliable troupers. It was the 
' function of the Screen Guild to turn 
| up with the stars, they being the mar- 
quee magnets for audience. But this 
first funny and fast entertainment 


|stars alone is all that counts. 
Screen Guild offerings of the past, 


/nings, have also had their share of 


no slur to say that when they pay 
the same attention to the writing as 
| to the casting, they turn out some- 


gerous to do, and got away with | 


half hours that sell gasoline or tea- | 


ought to bowl over any cynic that | 
| believes or advocates that stars and | 
The | 


| thing pretty socko. 


Roger Pryor, again, as last year, | 


with much ingratiation, is the ox | 
plainer-in-chief for the Screen Guild, 


— 


| TOM POWERS 


‘That's Not New York . . . But It’s 
Part of It’ 

With Gene Hamilton 

10 Mins.—Local 

CHASE NATIONAL BANK 

Tues., Thur., 6:05 p.m. 

WJZ, New York 


(Albert Frank-Guenther Law) 


Vet character actor Tom Powers 
has a natural with this twice-weekly 
series of capsule anecdotes and aj. 
mosphere sketches of out-of-the-way 
characters and corners of Manhattan, 
There’s ample material in a huge 
conglomerate city like New York for 
a lifetime of such | programming. 
Powers, who is credited with writing 
his own scripts, appears to have the 
| proper feeling for picturesque people 

and places, plus the trouper’s skill in 

telling a story, to put it into vivid 
radio terms. There's obviously an 
unlimited audience for this kind of 
things, particularly spotted right 
after the five-minute early evening 
news stanza. So the series might be 
continued indefinitely. 


Program caught last Thursday (26) 
| dealt with Brass Town, a tiny sec- 
| tion of Allen street, just off Bleecker, 
in Greenwich Village, and taking its 
name from the metal shops that used 
to cluster there. Possibly because 
he figures the series is new and 
needs the introduction, Powers used 
too much of his available time on 
preliminary scene-setting of what he 
remembers of bygone New York, 

But when he finally got to Brass 
Town and the yarn about his old 
Russian friend with the tongue- 
tangling name (which translated into 
John Gregory Snow) it was fasci- 
nating. Now that the series is under 
way, Powers should skip (or at least 
telescope) the wind-up and wade 
right into the meat of his piece. A 
good story doesn’t need a buildup 
and a dull story isn’t saved by one, 
In this case it merely weakened the 
real yarn. 


Gene Hamilton’s two commercials 
plug the Chase bank’s joint checking 
accounts (imagine wanting to draw 
money out twice as fast) and, as a 
mild mail-puller, offer a booklet on 
social security. Hobe, 














| while dotted with memorable eve- | 


SUNNY JOY INGRAM 


4 near-clambakes and almost always | Interviews 
these muffs were due to script. not | 30 Mins.—Local 
performance, trouble. It is therefor | Sustaining 


Sunday, 11:30 p.m, 
WOV, New York 


WOV grabbed the chance to run a 
line into El Morocco, so that doggy 
guests might say a word or two into 
the microphone. WOV, an_inde- 
pendent 5,000 watter, got the ‘in’ at 


but not for Good Gulf Gasoline. Bud 
Hiestand has the commercial assign- 
ment. Hiestand is a new spieler for 
| the show and an able exemplar of 
the art of gas-praising. Land, 


‘AHEAD OF THE HEADLINES’ 

With Ernest K. Lindley, Joseph B. 
Phillips 

News Comment 

| 15 Mins. 

| KNAPP-MONARCH COQ. 

Sunday, 11:45 a.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 

(Cramer-Krasselt Co.) 


Knapp-Monarch is using this tieup 
with Newsweek magazine to plug its 
electric shavers. The time is a good 


| John Perona’s place through Sunny 
| Joy Ingram, a socialite recently back 
\from the Coast where she was in 
some films and made her debut in 
radio. No doubt Miss Ingram knows 
the Park avenue bunch and also a 
goodly number of players but if the 
initial broadcast is a criterion she 
doesn’t know radio. 


Miss Ingram is addicted to double 
superlatives, using a sort of too, too 
divine, but my, deah! style and most 
of those whom she greeted and went 
on the air followed suit. It was 
faintly nauseous. It was all so won- 
derful, according to them but for 
Perona there is little doubt the joint 
was packed, So business anyhow was 
wonderful. 





one from two angles. In many Amon : j yas 

irc g those introduced was 

hi her. Take it Laval!” American homes the elder male (His | Cholly Knickerbocker (Maury Pati 

1 LAJESTY 1S Ss S are 6 a societ rte f J ‘nal 

ment of somet ing or other. ake it away, ing the Sunday newspaper at this hatin ee ee ea ts 
time, and it’s a safe bet that in the 


This dynamic, sparkling Blue 
Network show is as up to date as 
| Nylon and glass evening gowns. 
'Between its lush arrangements, 
| melodic accents, witty highlights 
| and the torrid torching of up-and- 
coming Dixie Mason, the “Cham- 
| ber Music Society of Lower Basin 


| Street” is just about tops in its 
field. 


There, dear readers, is an ex- | 
cerpt from a typical script used | 
on the “Chamber Music Society 
of Lower Basin Street” programs. 
From it you get some idea of 
what to expect on this half-hour 
of musical mayhem (Monday 
nights at 9:00, N. Y. Time—over 
the NBC-Blue Network). 


Time Magazine's music editor 
went overboard for the show with 
a two-column rave. Said he, “For 
all its clowning, the Chamber 
Music Society of Lower Basin 
Street is rated by jazzmen, as 
among the best jazz programs on 


the air.” 
NE greatest of Case 


If you don’t catch it on the air, 
ask us to let you hear an as- 
bestos-covered recording of the 
latest session. Got it?—Monday 
nights, 9:00-9:30, N. Y. Time 














majority of 
shaved. 
news and shave-minded. 


cases he yet hasn't 


of production. The pattern is a 
simple one but in this instance it 
doesn’t mesh, although perhaps all 


| ments to lift into a smooth groove. 
Primary basis of the series is a 
swift and pointed analysis by the ed- 
itors of Newsweek. The analyses 
generate from a roundtable discus- 
| Sion and are sandwiched in between 
| Some news bulletins and some pre- 
dictions of things to come, a la Bob 
| Allen and Drew Pearson. For the 
opening stanza the topic dealt with 
the effect that the Rome-Berlin- 
Tokyo pact will have on the future 


| B. Phillips, Newsweek’s foreign af- 

fairs ed; Ernest K. Lindley, the 
mag’s Washington bureau chief, and 
Admiral William B. Pratt, farmer 
| chief of the American fleet. Their 
|Slants were highly’ enlightening. 
| They were clear, pertinent and brief 
| and, above all, carried the sugges- 
| tion of real authority. 

One item about the production that 
| sounded quite phoney and could be 
|eliminated altogether was the fre- 
| quent reference to Lindley’s coming 
| Over from Washington. When he 
_ actually did appear the proceedings 
/came to a dead silence. The effect 
, was that of an intrusion and tended 
| Only to break the thread of discus- 

sion, Odec. 


Bea Wain Renewal 








In other words, he’s both} 


As for the program itself, the ma- | 
terial overbalances a rickety piece | 


it needs is a couple more jnstall- | 


course of the World War and the! 
| roundtable participants were Joseph | 


having invented the term ‘cafe so- 
ciety. There was a dispute over 
that credit. Couple of years ago 
Lucius Beebe, top hat reporter for 
| the Herald Tribune, wrote some ar- 
| ticles for Cosmopolitan, using that 
title and Paramount bought the 
rights. When the picture appeared 
Knickerbocker put a squawk and 
sought a piece of coin, but he settled 
for a couple of ducats to the loges 
at Paramount. 


The El Morocco broadcast is a 
form of modern Manhattan exhibi- 
tionism. Program is now regularly 
| scheduled for Sunday evening, Club 
Cuba having a similar airing by Miss 
|Ingram on Fridays. That phoney 
| conversation and fake smartness is 
something to hear, Ibee. 


| 














| SALE 


OF 

| Talent and Experience! 
| * 

| From a background of Networks, 
\f Agencies, and Regional Stations 
|] comes a young man with ideas 
|f and proven ability. Now availl- 
able. He'll give you ..- 

* COMMERCIALS 

| —That Sell AND Entertain ! 

‘| * SCRIPTS 


—Ringing Comedy and Punch 


Drama 
| * PRODUCTION 


} 
| 


—Effective in Perfection 


* ORGANIZATION 


| —From va to Control Room 


ALL OF THESE— 
By This One Addition 
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To Your Radio Staff! 
Write 


P.O. Box 236 


| Grand Central Annex New York 


renewed by American Tobacco for | 
another 13 weeks on the Lucky. 





Sales Hhra the air with the 77°8 AD 
| Strike Hit Parade (CBS). 


— | 


| 
| 
| Bea Wain has had her contract | 




















New termer is effective Oct. 16. 
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‘SHERLOCK HOLMES’ 
With Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, 

Lou Kosloff 
| 30 Min 
i ns. 

BROMO QUININE 

Sunday, 8:30 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Stack-Goble) 

Acting, producing and conducting 
combination on this series is exactly 
the same as it was last season. Pro- 
ducer Tom McKnight hasn’t veered 
the least from the narrative tech- 
nique that marked the same series 
back in the early 30’s, but that’s no 

reflection on either McKnight or the 
rogram. The technique just be- 
} ongs, and credit is due McKnight 
for not fooling around with fads or 
4 new fangled control board gimmicks. 
| Basil Rathbone’s close acquaint- 
| 








ance with the role of Sherlock 
Holmes, what with 26 weeks of it 
last season, was quite apparent on 
the introductory session (29) of the 
present series. He didn’t stumble 
over a single line. Rathbone’s clipped 
speaking style proves quite an as- 
set when it comes to suggesting 
mounting suspense and excitement, 
while Nigel Bruce still does a deft 
' and full-bodied concept of Dr. Wat- 
1 son. Lou Kosloff’s incidental music 
devolves as usual on weird chords 
and dischords: 

The teaser about next week’s 
show is neatly woven in toward the 
end of the program. The plug urges 
quick treatment of the common cold, 











suggests caution about choosing the | 


right remedy from the many that 
are on the market and caps the sales 
approach with the ‘old, established 
method’ (Bromo Quinine) argument. 
j Knox Manning doubles from an- 
nouncer to Dr. Watson’s interlocu- 
tor. Odec. 


MARIE GREENE 
With Mark Warnow orch, Lyn Mur- 
ray chorus 
LUCKY STRIKE 
Saturday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York. 
(Lord & Thomas) 





—_ Saturday night (28) on the 

ucky Strike ‘Hit Parade,’ doing a 

I single number, a highly distinctive 

arrangement of ‘St. Louis Blues’ with 
Lyn Murray’s chorus and Mark War- 
now’s orchestra. It was a solid click 
novelty worthy of repeats. 

Miss Greene’s voice is high, even 
for a coloratura, her tone is clear and 
warm, her diction is unusually good 

. and she has a nice sense of ~ & sg 
Arrangement, calling for the chorus 
to carry the melody backgrounding 
the soloist’s swing coloratura gym- 
nastics, was a punchy innovation. 





Chorus and orchestra were both | 


skillfully handled to set off the guest. 
George Woeshington Hill, who cashed 
in on the novelty of the Orrin 
Tucker band and Bonnie Baker's 
| trick voice just as they were coming 

to attention, apparently has another 


= 


striking item for a string of appear- | 


ances here. 


As usual, last week’s edition of the | 


program was superbly produced and 
is ormed, Warnow again batoning 
he orchestra with deft expressive- 
ness, Ed Thorgeson, Fox-Movietone 
sports announcer, was another guest 
on the show, participating in the 
sponsor’s spectacular commercials 


built around the tobacco auctioneer’s 
chant, Hobe. 





JIMMY JAMES’ 13TH YEAR 
BE. P. H. James on Monday (30) 


completed his 13th year with NBC 
in New York. 


Originally from England. 











H. M. KIESEWETTER 
H. M. KIESEWETTER AGENCY, INC. 


WILL YOU GIVE BOB EASTMAN 
OF NBC SPOT A FEW MINUTES TO 
COME OVER AND TALK ABOUT 
KYW'S SPORTSCASTER -KERBY 
CUSHING -FOR THAT ACCOUNT? 

MAYBE YOU HEARD KERBY DO 
THE NATIONAL OPEN AND THE 
DAVIS CUP MATCHES FOR THE 
NBC NETWORKS. 

WOULD APPRECIATE THE FAVOR 

MY RESPECTS, 


git Thome” 


WESTINGHOUSE 


“RED network 
station in 


PHILADELPHIA 





i} 





Formerly a church choir singer, | 
coloratura soprano Marie Greene 


| ‘THE SKADOW’ 


With Bill Johnstone, Marjorie oe 
derson, Arthur Vinten, Ken Del- 
mar, Keenan Wynn, Betty Heck- | 
scher, Dick Widmark, Kenneth | 
Roberts, Paul Huber } 

30 Mins. 

D. L. & W. COAL CO. | 

| Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 

WOR-MBS, New York. | 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


One of the pioneers among weekly | 
half-hour pseudo law-enforcement | 
| cliff-hangers, ‘The Shadow’ is back | 
for another season plugging D., L. | 
|& W’s Blue Coal, and its formula is | 
unchanged. Yarns are for the kids 
| (or adults with juvenile tastes), but 
| when artfully written and produced 
should continue its established popu- 
larity. 

Season’s debut program Sunday 
(29) was a flimsy story, ‘Death in a 
Minor Key,’ with enough holes to. 
pour a ton of Blue Coal through. 
Writing was scattered and loose, with | 
the action going from first-person | 
philosophizing to narrative, then into 
the dramatization proper and finally 
concluding with the last words of 
the narrator, who turned out to be | 
the murderer. Despite the script 
flaws, the piece was well produced 
/and superbly played, so it had a few 
moments of genuine effectiveness. 
' Bill Johnstone, back in the title part, 
|is credible, as is Majorie Anderson 
as his heart interest. Keenan Wynn 
| registered vividly as a cab driver, 
|; While Dick Widmark turned in a 
skillfully-contrasted performance as 
| the illogically-written killer. 
|_ Kenneth Roberts is announcer and 
Paul Huber portrays John Barclay, 
|the sponsor’s multi-person heating 
}expert. There are two commercials, 
the first using a Ralph Waldo Emer- 
son quotation about friendship to 























plug the idea of Blue Coal dealer 
sincerity, the second using the John 
Barclay spiel. Willson M. Tuttle 
produces for the agency. There is 
organ bridging and the show con- 
cludes with a ‘preview’ of next 
week's edition. Scripts are free- 
lanced. Hobe. 


DANIEL S. GILLMOR 


‘The Ford Question’ 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Tues., Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
WLTH, New York 


Daniel S. Gillmor, 24-year-old son 
of a retired admiral, is the publisher- 
|editor of Friday, a new weekly of 
|the sensational muck-raking sort. 
| He has lately been the center of a 
‘small but violent controversy 
through the mag’s publication of 
| articles about Henry Ford’s alleged 
| anti-Semitism. Publication tried last 
| week to take ads in the New York 
dailies and over various stations to 
plug the current issue, on the cover | 
of which is reproduced a letter to 
Fritz Kuhn, Bund leader now serv- 
ing a prison sentence, purportedly | 
signed by Ford’s v.p. and mouth- | 

iece, William J. Cameron. (The 
atter promptly declared the signa- 
ture was a forgery.) 


When none of the regular papers 
(not even the leading Jewish ones) 
would accept the ads and all local 
stations but WHN refused to broad- 
cast recorded spot announcements 
plugging the Friday issue, PM, new- 
est New York daily that accepts no 
advertising, picked up the _ story. 
Whereupon Edward V. Morand, col- | 
umnist of the Jewish Review, small 
|New York paper, invited Gillmor to 
|appear for a guest interview on his 
ltwice weekly ‘Jewish Review Com- 
|mentator’ program over WLTH, ob- 
scure indie station in New York. 
Series is a co-operative tieup be- 
tween the paper and the station. 
tillmor’s guest date on the show 
took place last Tuesday night (24). 

Without going deeply into the ma- 
terial in the Friday articles in ques- 
tion, Morand operied with a lengthy 
| introduction of his interviewee, men- 
ltioning Ford’s alleged anti-Jewish 
activity but not offering specific evi- 
dence to substantiate it. He has a 
strong voice, direct way of speak- 
ing, his only fault seemingly being 
trouble pronouncing the ‘R’ sound. 
Although neither Morand nor Gill- 
mor gave any illusion of speaking 
extemporaneously,. the script was 
skillfully written to maintain move- 
ment via short, always pertinent and 
sometimes searching questions and 
answers. Gillmor has a hard, clear 
voice and displayed not the slightest 
trace of nervousness. Gillmor said 
the is Irish, described his efforts to 
advertise the controversial articles 
and ended with a plug for his mag. 
Norman Warenbud was — 

obe. 














FORREST WILLIS 


Audience Participation | 
15 Mins.—Local 
SOLOMON’S FUR SHOP 
Daily, 1:30 p.m. 
WOKO, Albany ‘ieee 
Program is not unlike ‘Musical | 
esaenerien: aired over WGY last sea-— 
son. However, it has less produc- 
tion and is carried almost alone by 
Willis on entertainment end (prizes 
smaller), It’s pretty fair, with : 
ecial appeal to women, grou 
tered ane to sell. Willis has 
demonstrated over the years that as 
an entertainer and merchandiser to 





femmes, he is about tops around 
here. si 
Willis’ friendly, easy personality 
and quick verbal comebacks help 
smooth the path. Jaco. 
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WHAT GOES ON BEHIND 
THE MIKE 13 NEWS! 


You fellows close to the radio picture very likely take for granted 
personalities, amusing incidents and human interest angles con- 
nected with that part of the business which goes on behind the mike. 
It’s all in the day’s work to you! 


But to the folks who hear your programs and buy your products, 
such goings-on are news of the first water! To these listeners, the 
life and activities behind their favorite programs make up a fasci- 
nating world apart, and they have an insatiable curiosity about it. 


1,000,000 CURIOUS A YEAR 


You get some idea of this listener interest in radio's back-stage life 
from the fact that nearly 1,000,000 visitors a year attend NBC studio 
performances in New York alone, while paid guest tours through the 
studios number another half-million more visitors. Two of the coun- 
try’s leading radio fan magazines have well over 500,000 circulation 
between them! 


All of which makes it obvious to us that a radio program with that 
kind of news value and audience interest as well as entertainment 


features, ought to make a terrific bid for a smart advertiser's 
attention. 


“BEHIND THE MIKE” 


There IS such a program! Yes, you guessed it! It’s called “Behind 
the Mike”, and you can hear it Sundays between 5:30 and 6:00 
PM., EST, over the NBC-Blue Network. It’s one of the many “pack- 
aged”, tested shows being groomed in the Blue’s new development 
plan for sales-worthy program ideas. 


“Behind the Mike” answers millions of listeners who never had the 
chance of peeking behind the scenes of radio in a studio visit. This 
fast-moving, well-paced program gives them living glimpses of 
actual people and happenings in the whole exciting business of 
broadcasting. 


ENTERTAINMENT PLUS NEWS! 


Good music, colorful narrative and vivid dramatizing keep the 
show keyed at a lively pitch, Graham McNamee, as conductor of 
the show, introduces and interviews the program’s weekly guests 
who figure in some activity or experience behind the mike. Com- 
edy, drama, entertainment, inside information—all are combined in 
a half-hour of highlighted features. 

“Behind the Mike” is another new idea in a radio program—prob- 
ably the first of its type on the air. It is building and holding lis- 
teners because it appeals to their elemental curiosity about radio 
and its exciting people. That's why “Behind the Mike” should do 
a bang-up sales job for the advertiser who senses the show’s strong 
“news” pull. 


NEXT SUNDAY ON THE BLUE 


Tune in “Behind the Mike” next Sunday evening at 5:30 P.M., EST, 
on the NBC-Blue Network. If you can’t wait that long, we'll rush 
a recording right to you. 


2 NBC BLUE N 
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AVE YOU A PROGRAM 
ADACHE IN YOUR OFFIGt 


The Bishop and the Gargoyle 
Want to Solve It! 


The Bishop and the Gargoyle are a great pair! You wonder 
how they ever hit it off, until you get to know them as thousands 
of radio listeners already do. These two amusing opposites dove- 
tail in a bond of strange loyalty as easily as a well-made joint— 
and hold together just as firmly. They're a perfect set-up! 


MEET THE BISHOP AND THE GARGOYLE! 


rect, elemental approach to the 
facts and conditions of life, is a 
constant source of polite astonish- 
ment to the Bishop. 


There’s the Bishop, for exam- 
ple. A retired gentleman of the 
cloth — cultured, benevolent and 
infinitely wise; a man whose 
worldly grasp and shrewd wit are 
no less strange than his hobby of | pretty tight fixes together and the 
crime detection! The Gargoyle, | listeners love it! If you read the 
on the other hand, is an ex-law- | mail the Bishop and the Gargoyle 
breaker — “retired” through the | get, you'd know how alive and 
Bishop’s persuasion. The Gar- | close these two are to their lis- 
goyle’s untiring loyalty and di- | teners. 


The two of them get into some 





; THEY CAN SOLVE SALES PROBLEMS, TOO! 


The Bishop and the Gargoyle find solutions to some knotty 
problems that often stump both the police and the radio audience. 
Now, after 13 weeks on the air, they're ready and rarin’ to dig 
into the sales and merchandising problems of some advertiser who 
is looking for the right answers. 


Variety gave the show a good sendoff, summarizing its review 
with this hopeful comment: 


“Many agency impresarios are of the opinion that the coming 
commercial season will see lots of comedy drama, and there is no 
reason why this one couldn't be a likely candidate. The plots are 
deftly woven and the supporting characters are colorfully and 
clearly sketched.” 


WHAT A COMBINATION! 


It would be hard to find two | Frank Wilson. With Richard Gor- 
more interesting characters in | don as the Bishop and Ken Lynch 
as the Gargoyle, you have the 
_ kind of featured cast that pulls 
_‘em.in and holds ‘em week atter 
'week! Incidentally, each episode 


is a complete story —no carry- 
hicle, by a top-notch writer like | overs! 


radio fiction than the Bishop and 
the Gargoyle; more realistically 
drawn or more expertly put to- 
gether in such an exciting ‘ve- 


ON THE NBC-BLUE NETWORK! 


You can get a personal introduction to the Bishop and the Gar- 
goyle this Friday night at 8:00 P.M., EST, or any Tuesday night 
thereafter between 9:35 and 10:00 P.M., EST—on the Blue. 


You better let the Bishop and the Gargoyle go to work for you 
on that sales and merchandising problem! 


2 NBC BLUE N 
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| FEEN-A-MINT 


|‘DOUBLE OR NOTHING’ panaaaeaeanaaanannn et 
‘With Walter Compton, Frank For-) 3 
rest, Alois Havrilla, Elliott Ja-| w- 

ooby’s Orch | F ollo Up Comment 

, Quiz o4 

30 Mins. | Ohi dene. 


Columbia Workshop did a crackpot 
Sunday, 6 p.m. fantasy Sunday night (29) about a 
WOR-MBS, New York talking cat that has himself elected 
(Esty) |mayor of a town and is prevented 
This program comes onto the Mu- |from becoming governor of the state 
tual network out of WOR, New York,' only by a plumber who can't be in. 
after nearly a year as a WOL, Wash- | timidated. Titled ‘The Pussy Cat and 
ington, D. C., local, and a pretty | the Plumber,’ the piece was scripted 
close counterpart as it is claimed—|by Arthur Miller, a stage playwright. 
at law—to the original of ‘Take It| It was a_ delightfully imaginative 
or Leave It,’ Bob Hawk's (Sunday) comedy, skillfully worked out, an. 
session for Wahl pencils later (10) preciatively directed by Brewster 
p.m.) the same night (Sunday). Just| Morgan and enjoyably played by 
about the only difference is that this Erik Rolf as the cat, Frank Lovejoy 
show lets the contestant keep the | as the plumber, Carl Eastman as the 
$5 for answering the original query,|cat’s bewildered owner, Helene 
even if he misses the rest, whereas | Dumas as the latter’s wife and John 
the contestant loses everything with! Brown as the frantic incumbent 
Hawk if you muff. /mayor. Charles Paul composed and 
Initial program under Feen-a-Mint | directed the eloquent musical back- 
sponsorship was not entirely smooth. | ground, 
There’s an obvious “ny | 
comedy via having e contestant | . 
talk on the subject of the first ques-| Jay Sims’ news program over 
thon, with additional prizes ranging | WOR-Mutual last Tuesday night (24) 
from $1 to $10 dropped into the| Showed careless handling of script. 
kitty if something informative Spieler read the items clearly and 
emerges from the ad lib. There’s| expressively, but the writing itself 
a one-minute time limit and only the | Was just a dull exposition without 
total of $25 can be reached before the | 4 trace of color, and there were sev- 
second question is submitted. If the | eral repetitions in the 15-minute ses- 
contestant answers this correctly, he | sion. This matter of repetition is an 





receives double if he's right, but the 
prize at no time can go over $50. 
On the program caught, a grand to- 
tal of $126 was dished out, although 
the questions and subjects for the 
most part were extremely easy. 
Walter Compton is running the 
questions and answers and doing a 
nice job of it, but not on this first 
program getting very much humor 
out of the assignment. He'll prob- 
ably find himself, though, once get- 


| tine over the ‘premiere’ jitters. 


Frank Forrest is the show’s tenor, 
singing ‘Great Day’ around half-way 
in a not very well controlled voice. 
Elliott Jacoby leads the orchestra in 
what is merely incidental music, 
while Alois Havrilla plays straight 
to Compton on the commercials, 
which stress that Feen-a-Mint is 
‘thorough, gentle and -effective.’ 

There was a court action brought 
a couple of months ago by WOL, 
Washington, against ‘Take It’ spon- 
sor, Eversharp, and the Biow agency, 
but the case was dismissed in N. Y. 
federal court. The station was given 
the right to re-draft what appeared 
to be a confusing suit, but up to date 
it has not been cleared up on its 
merits. 


However, those who listen | 


inherent weakness of radio news, 

|since the listener can't skip items 
| he's already heard, the way a news- 
paper reader can ignore stories he’s 
| already read. But when those pre- 
paring a news program include sey- 
'eral items in duplicate, it becomes 
| actively annoying to the dialer. 





‘Poor Wendell’ might well have 
been the slogan of the Demecratic 
Women’s Day program which was 
| presided over last Friday (27) by 
| Mrs. F.D.R., with some of her thea- 
trical and literary friends pitch- 
ing into the G.O.P. candidate. The 
| verbal attacks might be described as 
| artistic assault and battery. ‘A poor, 
| confused, befuddled man’ was the 
| way the speakers characterized Will- 
| kie 


All things considered, this was 
rather exceptional political program- 
| ming. It was heavy with names. 
| Thornton Wilder, Robert Sherwood, 
| Edna Ferber, Rex Stout, Alice Duerr 
| Miller, Frank Kingdon, Katherine 
Hepburn, Marc Connelly, Elmer 
Rice, Frank Sullivan and Hendrik 
Van Loon joined in. 





Ss 
| ae 
With Todd Hunter, Caesar Petrille 
' Orchestra 
25 Mins. 


| There are small variations from its 


























to ‘Double’ early on Sunday evening 
and then catch ‘Take It’ later the 
same night, without knowing any of 
the background, will possibly form 
opinions. cho. 





DALE EVANS 


DARI-RICH (BOWEY’S, INC.) 
Sunday, 11:05 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Sorensen & Co.) 
This Sunday morning program 
(minus 5 minutes for the 11 a.m. 
news) now is swinging briskly along 
with the start of its second year. | 


CBS — 9 P.M. 


Texaco Star Theatre 


HUGH 
MARTIN 
SINGERS 


Through Dolan and Doane 


starting formula—odd news, smooth | 
music and a novelty. Changes in- 
clude new orchestra under Caesar | 
Petrillo of WBBM, Chicago. Dale 
Evans, vocalist, was in the lineup 
previously for several months. Dave 
Bacal’s novachord is missing. Todd 
Hunter remains as glib narrator of 
seldom-heard news. 

The mixture of overlooked tales 
(freak news, some call it) and music 
was presented in dextrous manner. 
Program showed intelligent planning 
with band selections well-spaced 
with story telling and songs. Petrillo 
a the bill with neat orchestra- 
ions. 

In Dale Evans, the lone balladist. 
the program seems to have a vocal | 
find. She added informal spacing 
of a song’s refrain to a tuneful voice Vocal Arrangements by 
to get away from usual airwave har- 
mony. ‘It’s a Wonderful World,’ | HUGH MARTIN 
we Care’ and ‘Let’s Dance’ | 
were ] « ¢ i i- 

er vocal choices, all intelli B. G. De Sylva’s 
“Du Barry Was a Lady” 
“Louisiana Purchase” 


gently picked. 

Hunter managed to hold attention | 
with his novel news items. These in- 
cluded the freak Los Angeles cavein. 
the Kansas City man whose old and 
new homes were hit by lightning the 
Same day, a new novel traffic light 
scheme and a comical auto accident. 

Wear. 


RKO Picture 
“Too Many Girls” 


Lewis and Freedley’s 
“Cabin in the Sky” 


BILLY TERNENT ORCHESTRA 
30 Mins. 


Thursday, 6:30 p.m. * 


‘BBC, London THE Mi ARTINS 


Ternent fits nicely into that part 
“Louisiana Purchase” 


of BBC regime whereby a virtually 
contractual maestro is on hand to 
deliver music at any given time. Job 
can be no sinecure for the melody 
demands are countless, measured by 
| program types, and the bows prob- 
,ably few. In this particular air 
Stanza (29) tag is ‘She’s My Lovely’ 
and call is for music of a necessary 
Sweetness built to remind troops. * 
Ternent achieves the seeming miracle 
via his arrangements; rhythmical | 
|outflow is blended to a sweet de-| 
gree, nice on the ear and well in|! 
| taste, rating program about the best | 
he batons. Cutest specialty—‘Charm- | 
ing Little Faker’; sweetest arrange- | 
ment—Tt Happened in Koloa.’ Vocal- | 
ing by Helen Raymond and Sid) 
Buckman nicely in keeping with 
aims of the show; both are more or | 
less resident with Ternent’s outfit. | 





Personal Direction 


FRED STEELE 
9 Rockerfeller Plaza 


Suite 601 
CO. 5-2142 


NEW YORK CITY 
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FLD DAY FOR 
HONEY FIXERS 


National Ass’n of Broadcast- 





bility of Widespread Gyp- 
ping of Householders Next 
March When Sets Must Be 
Changed to Conform With 
New Station Allocations 





PRECAUTIONS 





Washington, Oct. 1. 

Sympathetic cooperation of both 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission and the radio service men 
will be sought by the broadcasting 
industry to simplify the shift in fre- 
quency of 777 U. S. transmitters next 
March in accordance with the North 
American agreement. Numerous 


audiences and setbacks for adver- 
tion of the regulators in an appeal 


ing the readjustment period. 





ers Is Concerned at Possi- 


for a liberal, helpful attitude dur- | 


“ 





. 


be handled on a first-come basis, 


Without putting .ny curse on the 
repair men, the N.A.B. is aware of 
the possibility that inexperienced, 
fly-by-night fixers may do consider- 
able harm. Besides costing good-will, 
irresponsible gadgeteers are liable to 
cost the public substantial sums. As 
long as any kid with a smattering of 
knowledge about a radio’s innards 
can get a kit and pose as a master 
electrician, unpleasant incidents are 
inevitable. 


The matter of setting a reasonable 
price scale for doctoring the re- 
'ceivers is another important worry. 
By appealing to manufacturers, deal- 
;ers, and service men, the N.A.B. 
| hopes to make sure the goose that 
jlays the golden egg isn’t killed. 
| Profiteering will be sternly con- 
|demned, with stations expected to 





‘If the public is forced to pay $5 or 
$10 for a job that takes only a few 
minutes and involves no more diffi- 
culty than using a screw-driver ex- 
pertly, the broadcasters fear they 
may become the eventual goats. 


Obligation on broadcasters to edu- 
| cate the public, especially by point- 
ing to the benefits which make tem- 
|porary inconvenience worthwhile, 
| will be stressed. Examples as set 
|}recently when WFIL, Philadelphia, 


|} began suggesting during regular 
| broadcasts that listeners should 
| check their sets to see if they are 
|operating satisfactorily. Sample 


| broadcasts, explaining the nature of 
; the Havana agreement, the advan- 


whose greed may get the upper hand, | 


| 


FEAR SET ‘REPAIR’ RACKE 





calls for readjustment will have to! warn their listeners against fixers | to help smooth down the dial-twist- 


ers and save the industry from pos- 
sible public ire. 

As far as the FCC is concerned, 
the N.A.B. engineers feel the govern- 
ment might relax its standards of 


technical performance a bit at the | 


critical moment. Stations are en- 
titled to extra time to do the job of 


|altering their equipment, especially 


in view of the number which must 


‘install or improve their directional 


| tages which will accrue to U. S. lis- | 


| teners, and the effect of the reshuf- 
' fling probably will be made available 


antennas, This point will be stressed, 
inasmuch as consulting engineers ex- 
pect to be so busy that all plants 
probably cannot be in shape for the 
simultaneous shift. Some minor mod- 
ification of Commish rules may be 
sought in this regard. 


Just when the move will take | 
place has not been decided. To mini- 


mize international conflict, a set mo- 


ment—probably in the wee small 





| hours—must be agreed upon by al} 
'signatories. Otherwise, there will be 
'collisions between American, Mexi- 
ican, Cuban and Canadian stations 
| supposed to vacate various frequen- 
icies. In view of the time changes 
across the country, it is likely the 
precise minute will be along toward 
|dawn on the Atlantic seaboard, s« 
| that the regular late-evening audi- 
| ences on the Pacific slope will not be 
| discommoded any more than neces- 
sary. 


| CESAR PETRILLO UPPED“ 
Chicago, Oct. 1. 
Cesaro Petrillo has been named 





| 


musical director of WBBM, the Co- 


lumbia station here. 

Milton Charles, who had beer 
temporarily acting as music direc 
| tor, returns to his post as staff or- 
| ganist. 














“WLW's powerful advertising is doing a most effective job for us through- 


out the large territory which is covered by our salesmen. Due to the widespread 


problems confronting the business— 
with a threat of temporarily reduced | 


tisers—will be called to the atten-| 


Several practical difficulties on the | 
horizon were measured last week at | 


special session of the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters engineering 
committee as preliminary toward 


laying plans for an orderly change- | 


over which affects all but 
handful of existing operators. 
standing matters are: 


Out- 


a small |! 


1. Necessity of installing new di- | 


rectional antennas at some 50 sta- 
tions and possibly readjusting the 
present radiating system at many of 
93 now using special arrays. 

2. Changing over apparatus and 
installing new crystals, with possible 


bottleneck slowing down supply of | 


vital equipment. 


3. Altering the millions of push- | 


button receivers in the fastest pos- 
sible time. 

4. Advising the dial-twisters of the 
impending reallocation and urgency 
of getting their automatic sets fixed 
up to bring in their favorite trans- 
mitter. 

General Overhaui 


Rush of business for the consulting | 


engineers and local radio set service 
men is in the offing, but the reallo- 
cation will not cost the broadcasting 
industry as a whole any large sum, 
experts believe. In the preponder- 
ance of cases, station engineers can 


make all the required readjustments | 
with a minimum of trouble and ex- | 

. ° ] 
pense, although it is likely that some | 


proprietors will decide to kill two 
birds with one stone and conduct a 
general overhaul at the same time. 


To the extent that existing plants 
are modernized and spruced up, con- 
gestion threatens. 
cause considerable 
particularly as the matter of getting 
Or regrinding crystals will 
considerable proportions. 
no serious fear of a crystal shortage, 
but the industry experts are aware 
some stations are bound to suffer 
temporary hardship especially if 
they are dilatory about making plans 
and arrengements. 

8,000,000 Push Buttons 


The listener angle is of greatest 
concern, Through the Radio Service 
Men's Association, with a roster of 
around 5,000 repair firms, the N.A.B. 
hopes to make sure the public is not 
f0uged and the flood of demands 
handled as orderly as is physically 
Possible. It is noted that some of 
the hump may be reduced by advis- 
ing families with more than one 
push-button receiver to anticipate 
the shift, leaving the most-used set 
to be adjusted at the last moment. 


But with estimated 8,000,000 auto- | 
matic tuners, to say nothing of the | 


host of automobile sets, in existence, 
there is nothing to be done which 
Will eradicate completely the likeli- 
hood of exasperation for a while. It 
Will be impossible for the service 
outfits to please everybody, and the 


Procrastination | 
on the part of station operators may | 
inconvenience, | 


assume | 
There is | 


to products that are going to be advertised over WLW." 


Signed: G. B. Moxley, 


President, 


Kiefer-Stewart Company. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


Kiefer-Stewart travel 49 wholesale drug 
salesmen covering all of Indiana, a good 
part of Illinois and northwestern Ohio 


and part of Michigan. 
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REPRESENTATIVES: NEW YORK—Transamerican Broad- 
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consumer-preference for WLW-advertised brands, we pay particular attention 









THE NATION'S | 


most Werchanitise-able 
STATION 





—~. 


Re 


ware 


- : 
sc nihgnicar 2 SU eases 














36 RADIO 


ae et et Bs nt ES = 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 


9 


9 


1940 





DuPont, Hepped on 


Radio, Spends More 


For Name Playwrights, Also Stars 


With a much larger budget avail- 
able this B.B.D.& O. 
uring on having such topflight dram- 


season, 


atists as Maxwell Anderson, Robert! 


| 





| Harry Eldred Heads New 


is fige | 


Activity at WBBM, Chi 


Chicago, Oct. 1 
WBBM has set up a new depart- 


Sherwood and Mare Connelly pre- | ment for program research which 


pare special scripts 


‘Cavalcade of America’ (NBC-red). 


for DuPont’s | 


will act as co-ordinator of sales ac- 
tivities and program production. 


DuPont is now much more radio- | Harry Eldred has been brought in 


minded since winning an 


from Ohio State’s Radio Institute last | 


year. 


Series will this season also go in| 
more for major film names. Already | 


set from the latter contingent are | 
Edward Arnold, Charles Laughton | 
and Dean Jagger. Series comes back 
on the air tonight (2) with Loretta 
Young in ‘The Lost Colony.’ 


WFIL CONVINCES SUN, — 
GETS LOWELL THOMAS 


Philadelphia, Oct. 1. 

WFIL last week landed Sun Oil’s 
Lowell Thomas program after three 
years of trying to convince the 
sponsor that the Philly area couldn’t 
be adequately covered by WJZ, New 
York. A canvass of the listeners in 
this area by the C. E. Hooper survey 
outfit was the clincher that brought 
the Thomas newscast to the local 
NBC -Blue eutlet. The first program 
was aired over WFIL last night 











award | from WTMJ, Milwaukee, to handle 


the department. 

It marks the start of a campaign 
on the part of WBBM to develop 
shows for local sponsorship in smal! 
packages. 





Leonard Levinson West 


For ‘Fibber McGee’ Job 





| Leonard Levinson left New York 


Friday (27) in answer to a long dis- 
tance phone summons to rejoin the 
production staff of the Johnson wax 
‘Fibber McGee and Molly’ program. 
He will assist Don Quinn but missing 
the first program. 


DICK RUPPERT IN N. Y. 


Cincinnati, Oct. 1. 
Dick Ruppert, WSAI sales promo- 
tion director, accompanied the Cincy 
delegation to New York for the Na- 
tional Retail Druggists Association 
convention. He will be in a piaylet 





at the powwow and take the local | 


druggists on a tour of the NBC 





(Mon). 
Samael 
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moving goods off your 


Angeles station—almost 


always... 





To Los Angeles Druggists 


Asked by Crossley a few 
weeks ago, “What station does the best job of 


Angeles druggists named KNX their first choice.* 


That’s more first choices than for any other Los 


for all other Los Angeles network stations! 


An almost exact confirmation, by the way, of the 
41.8% “first choice” preference given KNX by 
Los Angeles grocers when Crossley asked them 


the same question last year. 


With drug and grocery store operators, with the 
men on the firing line, men who must know what 
forces move goods, there’s never any question as 
to the most potent selling force in the West. It’s 


KNX ANGELES @) 50,000 WATTS 


COLUMBIA’S STATION FOR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
Represented by RADIO SALES: New York; Chicago; Detroit; Charlotte, N.C.; Sam Francisco 


studios. 


CAL means 
Calcium 
but 


KNX means 
SALES! 


shelves?” 43.8% of Los 


three times the average 


*Would you like the details? Write 
KNX or any RADIO SALES Office. * 
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Cuffo Names 


Continued from page 2 











that a forceful warning will be sent 
to all Four A’s members against ap- 
pearing without pay at any political 
functions, whether in person or via 
radio. 


fine or even suspension mentioned as 
likely penalty for subsequent viola- 
tions. Matter will probably be con- 
sidered by the regular AFRA na- 
tional board meeting tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 

Dewling’s Letter 


Dowling’s letter, regarded in per- 
former circles as an outright bid for 


‘benefit’ appearances, expressed the | 


hope ‘may we look forward to your 


co-operation where the advantage of | 


your presence and benefit of your 
personality may 
Your service counts for more than 
most; you are among those whose 


personal activity is of great impor- | 


tance and interest to many people.’ 


Communication likewise included a 
‘pledge,’ to be signed by the recip- 
ient and returned to the Democratic 
national committee. Besides prom- 
ising to contribute specific sums of 
money, the performer would agree 
‘also, I would like to be available to 
the committee where personal ser- 
vice may be rendered, insofar as my 


‘schedule will permit, and you may | 
reach me at the following address,’ | 


etc. 


ingly innocuous gratis appearance of 
theatrical names at political rallies 
|makes it impossible for lesser-known 
|performers to earn money for such 
‘benefits,’ representatives of the actor 
unions assert that requests for the- 
-atrical people to lend their ‘prestige’ 
of ‘influence’ to political functions 
|comes with peculiarly ill grace from 


ithe politicians who killed the Federal Winner 


| Theatre and otherwise refused to | 


help needy actors. Recent criticism 
from Washington about alleged Com- 
munism and various other unpatri- 
otic activities by actors is also 
viewed as doubtful ground for re- 
| questing actor co-operation in politi- 
|cal campaigns. It’s argued that the 
political parties appear to have 
ample funds for paid radio time, so 
they should be able to pay for actors. 





‘Yaphank’ 


Continued from page 1 








ever witnessed.’ Show’s popularity 


|a two-week date was completed, it 
was estimated ‘Yip’ would gross 
$100,000, with another $30,000 raised 
through the sale of programs. 
much was Broadway impressed that 
it was proposed to present the revue 
with an all-professional cast but 
somehow the plan fizzled out at the 
time, 


There were some professionals in 
the outfit but nearly all the 350 men 
in kahki were from Camp Upton 
(Yaphank), the show being for the 
benefit of the Community House in 
that Long Island (N. Y.) town. 
Shows at the time for the then- 
called cantonments toured the 
erty theatres’ within the camps. 
Morning after the Century debut 
ticket specs, who were expected to 
‘lay off’ the show because of its war 
benefit nature, were asking $4.50 and 
; $5.50 per pair of tickets, far over 
the boxoffice price. No one dis- 
covered how the agéncies got hold 
| of the pasteboards. 


Will H. Smith’s Encore 

Private Will H. Smith, who staged 
‘Yip,’ will again put the show on, 
he having been given enthusiastic 
credit for turning raw recruits into 
entertainers. He is being mustered 
into service for that purpose. His 
chief assistant, who was also in the 
show, was Bobby Higgins of Melville 
& Higgins, later Lydell & Higgins. 
Smith, who was of English birth, did 
| the staging of the Gus Hill shows. 
In the minstrel first part, which 
electrified the audience, there were 
277 men on at the finale. [Berlin 
made use of this in his 1938 filmusi- 
cal smash for 20th-Fox, ‘Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band.] George Zorn, who 





sist Smith. Understood that a num- 
ber of those who were in the original 
outfit will be sought to reappear. 


First big service show during 
the first World War was ‘Biff Bang,’ 
an all-gob outfit. It also played the 
Century. It was written and staged 
by Philip Dunning, with a score 
from William Schroeder. ‘Bang’ 
grossed $65,000 in 10 days. Dunning 
later gained fame on Broadway with 
his melodrama ‘Broadway,’ which 
|had the collaboration of George 
| Abbott. 





Imposition of a $1,000 fine for | 
first offense is possible, with heavier | 


influence others? | 


Besides claiming that any seem- | 


was so great that before the first of | 


So | 


‘lib- | 


was also backstage for ‘Yip,’ will as- | 


No Radio Spots Available For 
~ Radio-Owned Disc Company's Use 





Airlines 


| __ Continued from page a 


the world preem in Texas a week 
earlier, flew to Hollywood for the 
Cecil B. deMille Monday radio show, 
and then grabbed the Mercury east. 
‘I've covered a lot of air in the last 
'six months,’ said Brennan, adding 
that last spring he flew for the first 
/time, ‘shamed into it by my kids.’ 
He was accompanied by Mrs. Bren- 
nan. 

Another passenger on the crack 
airliner was Mrs. Louis B. Mayer, 
| here to join her husband. She was 
met at the airport by little Jeffrey 
Selznick, son of David O. S. 


| The extraordinary Barnee, of 
Washington’s Hotel Shoreham, was 





another passenger on the DC-3. Son | 


\of a famed Washington musician, 
the former Barney Breeskin has 
been a bandman since schooldays 
jand for a 


| headed the Shoreham unit, to his 
| own, the patrons’ and the manage- 
| ment’s obvious satisfaction. Barnee 
lis one of the few lads in the busi- 
ness not craving continuous moving 
|about from spot to spot. 


Dennis Day, present Jack Benny 
'eanary, and Kenny Baker, ex-ditto, 
| crossed paths in the stratoliner level 
| last Thursday night, Day westing to 
| open with Benny, and Baker east- 
ing to open with his new pard, Fred 
Allen. Sam Goldwyn and Leland 
| Hayward hopped out on the strato 
Friday night. 

Fio-Rito Disappointed 

of the Disappointment 
Sweepstakes by a big margin was 
Ted Fio-Rito when he landed at 
LaGuardia Field last Wednesday 
from the TWA _ stratoliner that 
zoomed in from the west in a burst 
of speed that 
records for a _ transport plane 
commercial service. 

In recent months his band has 
gone in for aviation taglines in 
wholesale quantities, When he goes 
on the air, his music is described as 
‘Skyline Music’ and his gal opens a 
vocal with an intro something like 
‘Stewardess soandso will now sing’ 

and as background noises, maestro 





in 


| has airplane motors roaring and pro- | 


peller blades crackling. 

Not until he reached his rooms at 
|the Hotel Pennsylvania did Fio-Rito 
learn that his stratoliner’s top speed 
of 387 miles per hour set a brand 
new, all-time high. The situation 
|almost called for a weeping towel. 
Not a reporter at the airport met 
the bandleader of ‘Skyline Music’ 
for his expert comment on the 
record-breaking flight. 


Inners 

Mrs. Alfred Hitchcock, tiny, cute 
wife of the roly-poly director, ar- 
rived last midweek, with her 12- 
year-old daughter Pat. Leaving the 
| Stratoliner, she headed straight for 
the St. Regis hotel to await the ar- 
rival by steamship of her mother, 
Mrs. Lucy Reville, and sister, Eva 
| Reville. The director's wife said her 
| mother and sister would remain in 
| this country ‘as long as I can per- 
| suade them to.’ Hitchie stayed be- 
| hind in Hollywood working on ‘Mr. 
jand Mrs. Smith,’ starring Carole 


half dozen years has | 


broke all previous | 





Columbia Record Corp. has aban. 
doned the idea of buying any 
more spot radio because it now finds 
that it is too late for it to obtain the 
time the manufacturer would like on 
major stations. Because of this situa- 
tion the company, owned by CBS. 
will confine its advertising for the 
rest of the season to newspapers. 

Disc maker started months ago to 
line up night time two-and-a-half- 
minute periods on a mass of upper 
class stations but because of home- 
office uncertainty most of the reser- 
vations had been permitted to lapse, 
When it was finally decided to go 
through with the spot proposition, 
CRC found that the time it had 
wanted, and particularly in major 





markets, was no longer available. 
The campaign, as is, comprises 36 
stations. 


| Benton & Bowles is the agency 
on the account, 


Lombard. and Robert Montgomery, 
she said. 
Outers 


Ending a restful but highly active 
week in New York, Tyrone Power 
and Annabella climbed aboard the 
Mercury of American Airlines for 
the return to California. Adolphe 
Menjou went out on the same trip. 

Helen Jepson, completely re- 
covered from her California auto- 
mobile crackup, sailed out last 
Thursday. She went to Miami by 
Eastern Air Lines and then across to 
San Juan, P.R., by Pan-American, to 
sing ‘Il Traviata’ Saturday night, and 
‘La Boheme’ Monday night, in the 
first opera festival week ever held 
in Porto Rico. 


‘The rest of the people have gone 
along by boat,’ said the opera star, 
‘but I had to wait here for some 
things, so I'm off by plane.’ 

This fall promises to be one of the 
biggest seasons ever for her, she 
j; added. She was to fly back for an 
| Oct. 4 opening of a concert tour of 
50 dates, with the first in Hunting- 
ton, W. Va. In November she will 
sing with the Chicago Opera and 
then she'll hop back to Gotham for 
the December opening of the Met. 

Jacqueline Cochran, flyer-stylist, 
| flew passenger-wise to Washington 
via Eastern on the same plane. She 
went down to sit with the Collier's 
| Aeronautics Trophy Committee. A 
| cup is awarded annually by the mag 
| for the mest outstanding contribu- 
| tion to aviation of the previous year. 
| Among winners have been Howard 
| Hughes and Juan Trippe. 

James Stewart started west by 
| easy stages on United. At Cleveland 
| he was to pause for personals with 
| ‘Mortal Storm’ and then at Kansas 
City for a visit with friends before 

returning to the cameras. The In- 
diana, Pa., boy was aglow over his 
| fishing trip 300 miles north of Mon- 
treal the fortnight before. 

Walter O’Keefye, chairmanning the 
| show biz committee for the Willkie 
|crowd, and doctoring the utilmag- 
| nate’s mike technique, paused at the 
| airport early last week long enough 
ite have a few words with his wife. 
| who brought him a clean shirt. He 
| was in from Seattle on United and 
| out to Boston on American to toast- 
master the American Legion ban- 
' quet. 




















*% SO, YOU THINK 


proudly joins the “Schaefer Revue” with 
Allen Roth’s Orchestra and Chorus and 
(NBC-WEAF, 7:30 P.M.. 


Felix Knight. 
Tuesdays.) 


We express our pleasure in this new as- 
sociation and our thanks to New York’s 
radio editors and listeners who made it 


possible. 


SO, YOU THINK YOU KNOW MUSIC 
features Ted Cott as m.c.-writer, Leonard 
Liebling as Judge, and Percy Grainger 
and Alan Dinehart as the first of our guest 
contestants. Dave White of B. B. D. and O. 


is director. 


Management: 
Roger White, RKO Bldg., New York 





YOU KNOW MUSIC 
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AMERICAS HIGHEST-PRICED 


~ RADIO, 


He conducts the ‘‘Make-Believe Ball- 
room, but he is by no means a 
“make-believe” salesman 


UT of 130,000,000 people in the United States, Uncle Sam 
collects income tax from only 500 who earn more salary 


than Martin Block. 


The advertisers pay Martin Block because 
Martin Block pays the advertisers! 


The ‘“‘Make-Believe Ballroom,” m.c.’d by Martin Block, is part 
of the pulsating life of this city. In this fast-moving metropolis, 
it makes merchandise move faster! 


There is no group outside of its appeal ... The ‘“Make-Believe 
Ballroom” is a big show, and like all big shows, it appeals to 
all ages! a 





The “Make-Believe Ballroom” is a WNEW “natural’’—just 
as WNEW isa “natural” in Greater New York. 


The rhythm and tempo of the “Make-Believe Ballroom” is the 
rhythm and tempo of WNEW. 


* * * * 


We single out the ““Make-Believe Ballroom,” not as the excep- 


tion, but as the rule... not as the star—but as one of many stars 
—when you round the clock with WNEW! 


Not a local station one minute—a chain station the next— 
rather, WNEW is a LOCAL station, talking to its audience— 
numbered in the millions, twenty-four hours a day. 


WNEW &uzow's its listeners—and its listeners know WNEW. 
They buy what we tell them to buy—and buy in such quantities 
that WNEW produces sales in this Metropolitan Trading Area 
at the lowest cost of any station. 


There’s still time to buy for the Fall and Winter season ... 
but there’s not much left on your part or ours. 


SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW 








Here he is— Martin Block—at the mike. Relaxed and smiling he flashes 


that same smile into every home tuned to "1250 om your dial.” 


WNEW 


501 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 





JERSEY TWENTY-FOUR HOURS A DAY 


1250 KILOCYCLES « 5000 WATTS BY DAY e« 1000 WATTS BY NIGHT e NATIONALLY REPRESENTED BY JOHN BLAIR & COMPANY 
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Unsigned Letters Urge Canadian 


Engineers to Join Radio Union 





Winnipeg, Oct. 1. 


Attempts are being made in Can- 
ada to organize an association of 
technical engineers, by the Associa- 
tion of Technical Employes, with of- 
fices listed as Room 222, 1396 St. 
Catherine street, Montreal. It is also 
stated this organization is 


E.. in an effort to better themselves 
lthrough cooperative action, and to 
improve employer-employee  rela- 
itions at a time when Canada can 
least afford an interruption of her 
communication facilities.’ Some 
seem to think this may mean an ‘or 


affiliated | else’ style of ultimatum, while others 


with the Trades and Labour Con- | regard it as a move to even closer 


gress of Canada. 


cooperation and general staff rela- 


Letters were received this week | tions. 


by radio station employees in Winni- | 
peg along with membership appli- | 


cation forms and a general prospec- 
tus. Letters were unsigned, how- 
ever. S. S. Colle was shown on let- 
terhead as national chairman with 
L. Thomas as national secretary. 
Letter pointed out how Canadia 
radiomen have at times attempted, 
through local expressions of resent- 
ment, to improve working condi- 
tions, rates of pay, etc., to little or 
no effect. Comparison was drawn 
between conditions in Canada and 
those in the U. S. where, it is stated, 
tremendous strides have been made 
in unionism. One sentence was sig- 
nificant, it reading, ‘Broadcasting is 


Association has also brought atti- 
'tude of Dominion Government to- 
| ward unionism out in its letter. This 
|is for particular benefit of those em- 
ployed by the Canadian Broadcast- 
'ing Corporation. Letter quotes 
General Manager Gladstone Murray 


n as saying, ‘the attitude of the CBC 


| toward its employes is in nowise af- 


fected by their association with any 
form of labor organization.’ 
Application states organization is 
open to engineers, draughtsmen, 
architects, chemists, laboratory tech- 
nicians, pharmacists and technical 
supervisors. Entrance fee is set at 


'$1 for employed and 10c for unem- 


controlled and regulated by an ap- | 
pointed body dedicated to the ser-| 


vice of every group of the Canadian 
people except one—the radio em- 
ployees.’ 

A second sentence has been point- 
ed up in the letter this causing some 
to wonder just what methods will 
be employed. Sentence states, ‘This 
forward step has made it possible for 
members of the operators staff in 
the radio industry to join the A. T. 





ployed members. 


Quiz Goes Commersh 


Montreal, Oct. 1. 
‘Time is Money,’ half-hour sus- 
taining quiz on CKAC, has been 





picked up for sponsorship by vom | Broadcasting Corp. will immediately 


lex Products. sir 
‘Famille Gauthier,’ sustaining 
script show authored by Henri Le- 
tondal, returned over same station 
last week after summer vacation. 

















TED COLLINS 


PRESENTS 


WILLIE 
HOWARD 


PROFESSOR “PIERRE GINSBERG” 


ON 


THE KATE SMITH HOUR 


FOR GRAPE NUTS 


Every Friday — At 8 PM. EST — CBS 





CKOC Quotes Nelson 


Hamilton, Ont., Oct. 1. 

CKOC has a new sign-off at 
midnight every evening a prayer 
for victory written by Admiral 
Lord Nelson on the eve of the 
battle of Trafalgar, Oct. 21, 1805. 

The prayer is as follows: 

‘May the great God whom I 
worship, grant to my country, 
and for the benefit of Europe tm 
general, a great and glorious vic- 
tory; and may no misconduct in 
anyone tarnish it; and may 
humanity after victory be the 
predominant feature in the Brit- 
ish fleet! For myself individ- 
ually, I commit my life to Him 
that made me; and may His 
blessing alight on my endeavors 
for serving my country faith- 
fully! To Him I resign myself 
and the just cause which is en- 
trusted to me to defend. Amen, 
Amen, Amen.’ 














Rush Canadian 


DX Station For 


Pan-Americas 


Montreal, Oct. 1. 
As measure of empire cooperation 
in the war effort the Canadian 





begin construction of a short wave 





'Province of Quebec. 


transmitter of 7,500 watts in the 
Station is 
scheduled for completion in Decem- 
'ber, and will rebroadcast British pro- 
| grams, in addition to Canadian, with 
principal object of reaching listeners 
‘in United States, West Indies, Mexico 
and South American countries. 
Canadian short wave station has 
been foreshadowed in report to the 
War Cooperation Committee some 
time back, which recommended 


Prior to this report, before outbreak 
|of war, CBC officials at various times 
asked Parliament for permission to 
build a short wave station in order 
to improve Canadian trade relations 
| abroad. 

| Idea was shelved when war broke 
out, but was dusted off again when 
War Cooperation Committee decided 
transmitter would be a great help in 
supplementing British broadcasting 
services. 

Original plan called for expendi- 
ture of $350,000 to $400,000 on a 50 
k.w. New station will cost $60,000, 
but reports it will be sufficient to 
reach Western Hemisphere listeners 
and Europe, as well, under favorable 
conditions. 





Minneapolis Cleric 
On DX Tells Norway 
That British Fight On 


} Minneapolis, Oct. 1. 
For the first time in Twin City 
broadcasting history, a program for 
| European consumption only, which 
| was heard only in Norway, the rest 
|of the Scandinavian peninsula and 
| parts of the British Isles, originated 
at WCCO. The speaker was the Rev 





speaking in Norwegian, sought to re- 
assure the people of Norway that 
the British still are fighting in thei: 
behalf. 

The broadcast 
WCCO’s | studios 


from 
lines, 


carried 
special 


was 
by 


from whence it was broadcast by a 
short wave transmitter to the BBC 
pickup stations in England, which, 
in turn, rebroadcast it to Norway. 
No American stations carried 
broadcast. 





| 
Mexican Commission 


Mexico City, Oct. 1. 


by all radio stations in Mexico is 
the objective of work started by a 
government commission of five. 
Laws governing radio are to be re- 
vamped and the biz is to be general- 
ly placed on a better basis. Regu- 
lations banning political, religious 
and seditious propaganda are to be 
tightened. 

Station operators must give the 
commish all information it asks and 
| otherwise assist it in its work. 








building of a 50 kilowatt transmitter. | 


J. A. Aasgaard, president of the 
Norwegian Lutheran church of 
America, a _ local resident, who, | 


leased by the BBC, to Massachusetts, | 


the 


To Improve Radio 


Better broadcasts from all angles | 


George Gerhardi, Exposed in 1937, — 
Loses Citizenship as a Hitler Agent 


AMBASSADORS JOIN ; ; rem Oct. 1. 
WLW DEDICATION assert ‘German tances 


director of German language pro. 
Cincinnati, Oct. 1. 


grams on WPEN, was deprived of 
Ambassadors from Central and 


his American citizenship  |ast 

y Wednesday (25) by Judge Harry EF 
South America and several govern-| Kajodner in US. Distric ‘ 
mental high-ups, particularly in the US. District court here 
radio division, are to participate in |" the charge of being a Nazi agent, 
broadcasts Oct. 12 which will for- |Gerhardi has been in Germany since 
ge ond ee are eta 

a . ; 

; - . r aban 
Wilfred Guenther, station director, b osdcasts be the United States on 
Monday (23) upon returning from |the Official Reich radio via short 
Washington, where some of dedica- | W@Vve. Government agents presented 
tory programs will originate. a file of several hundred pages with 
Pg oe gg mm rae a poem documentary evidence of Gerhardi’s 

r. o S. Rowe, director o e . or 
San heiin talon Ose cone | pro-Nazi activities here and abroad. 
those who will be heard from Wash- | ‘It_ makes me very happy to do 
| ington, according to Guenther. |this,” said Judge Kalodner as he 
| Columbus Day was selected for |Signed the papers which will pre- 
the occasion because it is a red letter vent Gerhardi’s return to this coun- 
holiday in the Latin-American coun-|try. The alleged Nazi’s wife s!" 
tries. Special air session is to start | lives in this city. Court attaches ex- 
at 8 p. m., EST, and run two and /|plained that citizenship may be re- 
one-half hours. First hour will be | voked from anyone who stays out of 
aired from the Crosley studios here |the country for more than a yerr 
and carried also by WLW. without explanation of his activities. 
ree began carrying commer-| Gerhardi was fired by WPEN 
| cia — = pril = — —_ ge Et jthree years ago for pro-Nazi activi- 
py a er hag ~ pe scent any ities. He appealed to the American 
Se SHES SSvER news programs | Guild of Radio Announcers, of whi h 
|in Spanish, one hour in Portuguese | 





























a tie cont tn Wee ihe was a member, to force the sta- 

Aunilestinn ide dean tent sitll ition to take him back. Instead, they 
eae 

| 50,000 to 75,000 watts. | Pantzation. or 

Gerhardi’s activities came to licht 

when he refused to announce a pro- 

CAN. BIZ FROM | Nazi League. A checkup showed 

| jthat he had been ad-libbing Nazi 

propaganda during commercials on 
|German language programs. It wes 

° also learned that he was also on the 
| steamship line during the time he 
| worked at the station. 
Several Canadian stations report | 
;most active out-of-town representa- 
tion and biggest increases in volume | 


for increase of WLWO's power from | Sted him as member of the or- 
| gram sponsored by the Citizen's Ant'- 
payroll of the North German Lloyd 

Montreal, Oct. 1. | 
| ? 

placed so far this year as coming | 


from Chicago. In some instances | 
Chicago reps have increased time | 
sales over Canadian outlets by as 


much as 100% over last year. IF PLANS JELL 


New York and Toronto volume | 
also reported on upgrade, with jump | 
in bookings placed from Manhattan a 
ranging from 10 to 25%. Tok Sept. 8 
okyo, Sept. 


° ° a: ° Because of the increasing impor- 
John Dickson in Berlin tance of radio, the Communicati ie 
For Mutual Network 


Ministry has decided to establish 

seven new stations by the end of 

John Dickson has been appointed | next March. The new stations are 
Mutual’s full-time representative in | 
Berlin. Sigrid Schultz, Chicago | 


to be built at Onomichi, Hiroshima 
Prefecture; Oita, Oita Prefecture; 

Tribune correspondent who has been 

| broadcasting from the German cap- 


| Bofu, Yamaguchi Prefecture: Mat- 
suyama, Ehime Prefecture: Aomori, 
itol| for the network, will continue | Aomori Prefecture, and Kooriyama, 
part time 
Dickson is an American. 





| 


Fukushima Prefecture. 
The Ministry is also reported to be 
| planning new stations in Naha, the 


CK . | Loochoo Islands; Toyohara, Sagha- 
Y Man 8 Major | lien and Palao in the South Seas. 
Winnipeg, Oct. 1. 





. | Completion of al se stations 
| W. C. (Bill) Macintosh, of CKY,} would goer the sate adie in 
Winnipeg, sales staff has left to re- | Japan to 54 

join his old outfit, the Saskatoon | 

| Light Infantry. Has been placed | 

{second in command of Canadian | Harry ‘Pappy’ Cheshire, maestro 


Militia Training Centre at Brandon, 
Manitoba, with rank of Major. 
Macintosh was youngest Colonel 


| of the KMOX, St. Louis, galaxy of 
hillbiilies is in Hollywood, where he 
, | has a role in ‘Barnyard Follies’ that 
in Canadian Army during World | Republic Pictures is making. _Ches- 
| War I being only 21 at time of ap- | hire is doing a Will Rogers type of 
pointment. ' character in the talker. ; 








| 


| 
j 


Al Goodman's 
Orchestra 


The Mighty Alien 
pant Players 


stations 


t 
Columbia Network 


and other 
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Retain Summer 
Time For War 


Factory Aid 





Winnipeg, Oct. 1. 


‘Oh to be in England now that 
spring is here,’ may be an old ex- 
pression indicating longing in the 
hearts of many a son and daughter 
of the tight little isle but the current } 
expression, ‘Oh to be in Canada now 
that the time change has come,’ is 


certainly not to be confused or com- 
pared with the above. For Canadian 


broadcasters last week were sud- 


denly handed the fast double cross 


and are still staggering from the 


blow—particularly in the west. 

It all started some two weeks ago. 
At that time Canadian broadcasters, 
like their American cousins, started 
the semi-annual session with the 
aspirin bottle, soft pencil and a 
mountain of erasers attempting to 
make order out of chaos. But they, 
had reckoned without the Canadian 
government. 

With practically everything in 
order (?) broadcasters had settled 
back to smooth off the rough edges 
when the bombshell was dropped in 
their lap. It came in the form of a 
wire stating that by Order in Coun- 
cil the two eastern provinces of On- 
tario and Quebec would remain on 
daylight saving time to aid factories 
turning out war materials. That 
started the scramble and at last re- 
ports program directors, sales man- 
agers and radio editors were still 
reeling. 

‘Oh to be in Canada?’ Okay, say 
Canadian broadcasters, but don’t for- 
get to bring along a truck load of 
that certain headache cure, 


Luther Reid Off CBS 








Luther Reid last Friday (27) 
ended a five-year connection with 
Columbia’s press department. In 


that time he has been in charge of 


ELECTRIC FIRM PICKS 
UP KMOX HISTORICALS 


St. Louis. Oct. 1, 

For the fourth consecutive year 
the Union Electric Co. of Missouri, 
with headquarters here, will bank- 
roll the ‘Land We Live In’ program 
series over KMOX,. The first of 20 
programs, all of which are dramati- 
zations of historical events of St. 
Louis and the Mississippi Valley hits 
the ether Sunday p.m. (20), 

Arthur Casey, the station’s produc- 
tion director, will again handle. 


Big Bailyhoo at KRSC 


Seattle, Oct. 1. 








new studio and boost from 250 to 
1,000 watts tomortow (Wednesday) 


with a series of broadcasts by Presi- 
‘dent Roosevelt, Republican Candidate 
| Wendell Willkie and a long line of 
'local political, athletic and education- 
al figures. The Roosevelt and Will- 
|kie speechs will, of course, be from 
discs. There will be no commercials 
| on the station from 2 p.m to closing. 


Local stations are sending some of 
| their talent, while a number of out- 
| lets from San Francisco to Spokane 
| will participate with programs either 
| wired in or transcribed. Salutes by 
the dise route are also due from the 
various film companies in Hollywood. 
Kleig lights, searchlights and band 
concerts will be part of the ballyhoo 
outside the studios. P. K. Leberman, 
Safeway Stores exec, who with Rob- 
ert Priebe of Seattle control the 
'stock interest of the station, is flying 
from New York to attend the event. 








The Perennial Crumits 


Minneapolis, Oct. 1. 

Julia Sanderson and Frank 
| Crumit were here last week to meet 
j}executives and salesmen of their 
| newest sponsor, Russell-Miller Mill- 
ing Co. Program will start in mid- 
| October and will be called ‘Julia and 
| Frank at Home’. 





| Pair were guests here at a re-| 


Hughes Tells Australia 
How Goes U.S. Opinion 


San Francisco, Oct. 1. 


John B. Hughes, who does news 
comment for CBS and Don Lee webs, 
has added new chore to routine, 
which puts him in front of a mike 
at 4 a.m. every Wednesday. 

All came about because the Aus- 
tralian broadcasting authorities de- 
cided they wanted a condensed dose 
of U.S. opinion. Hughes did similar 
stint for Britishers last year, so was 
chosen for new series. Task is to 
talk for 30 minutes, interpreting 
American reaction to world affairs 
in language understandable down 
under. Airs from shortwave studios 
of KGEI on Treasure Island, 











KRSC celebrates the opening of its | Belgi Co 


Shortwaves To 
United States 


Belgium Embassy. 
Washington, Oct. 1. 


Editor, VARIETY: 


I feel that it may be of interest 
to the readers of Variety to know 
that the governor of the Belgium 
Congo has informed me that begin- 
ning Oct. 2, the radio station at 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, will 
broadcast by shortwave, two daily 
programs (one in the morning and 
one in the evening), intended to be 
of interest to Americans and other 
foreign listeners. These programs 
will take place as follows: 

(1) From 10:55 to 12:15 (G. M. T.) 
on a 14.95-meter wavelength, or 
20,040 kilocycles, 

(2) From 18:55 19:45 (G. M. T.) on 
a 29.664 meter wavelength, or 10,141 
kilocycles. 








The series of programs will be 
|}inaugurated by Mr. Pierre Ryck- 
mans, governor-general of the Bel- 


the copy desk slot, acting manager ception at the Minneapolis club and | gian Congo. 


of the department and assistant di-| also attended a Russell-Miller sales | 


rector of publicity. 
me 


| convention, 
| 


Charles Leonard. 
| (For the Belgian Ambassador) 


And Then the 


Grossman Shoes Advertises Cantor 
Day Before Bristol-Myers Start 


Conferences Begin 





Eddie Cantor’s scheduled tran- 
scription appearance on ‘America’s 


| Famous Fathers’ last night tTuesday) 


over WJZ and several dozen other 
local stations precipitated a hectic 
squabble between the comedian, the 
producers of the program, NBC offi- 
cials and his new sponsors, Bristol- 
Myers. Representatives of the vari- | 
ous groups involved held a confab | 
for several hours vesterday after- 
noon, and only an hour or so before, 
broadcast time the show was can- 
celled. Cantor’s new Sal Hepatica 
series begins tonight (Wednesday). 
Cantor, who agreed to appear on 
the recorded ‘Fathers’ stanza with 
the understanding that it was a sus 


taining program, said he learned it 
had been sold to Julius Grossman 
shoes only when he saw ads.~an- 
nouncing the broadcast in Tuesday’s , 
New York dailies. Explaining that | 
Bristol-Myers was also burning at 
the situation, the comedian asserted 
that if the ‘Fathers’ program went on | 
the air as scheduled he would sue 
Grossman, NBC, and Ray Green, of | 
the Kermit-Raymond Corp., 
ducers of the series. 


show anyway,’ he said, ‘but the! 
Young & Rubicam publicity depart- 





ment persuaded me to do it. They 
;said it would help publicize my 
| series for Sal Hepatica, so I finally 
agreed to do it. However, it was 
| strictly with the understanding that 
ithe series was a sustainer. 
like a dope and I make Bristol-| 


| Myers look like dopes to have it an- | 


| nounced that I’m being sponsored by 
| Julius Grossman shows the very 
|night before my own series goes on 
the air.’ 

Officials of NBC, Bristol-Myers, 
Young & Rubicam, Grossman and 
Kermit-Raymond could not. be 


, Straighten out the 


| that 
| ‘Fathers’ program was also unknown 


| was,’ 


pro- | 


_nothing, but I was very tired and 
‘I didn’t want to appear on the 


I look | 


reached for comment, but it was in- 
dicated that representatives of all 
the above were closeted at NBC 
headquarters in an_ effort’ to 
tangle before 
broadcast time. What would be done 
at the various other local stations 
were scheduled to air the 


last night. . 
Says Lindsay— 


Howard Lindsay, who appeared on 
the initial ‘Fathers’ transcription 
with Cantor and is slated for ap- 
pearances on subsequent editions of 
the show, was vague about the ex- 
act setup of the show. ‘I really 
don’t know what the arrangement 
he declared. ‘They came to 
me with the idea and caught me in 
a weak moment, so I agreed to do 
the series in the belief that it would 
help the play ‘Life with Father.’ 
Lindsay is co-author and co-star of 
the play, the original production of 
which is approaching a year’s run at 
the Empire, N. Y. Two road com- 
panies are also out. 


“When they talked to me about the 
program,’ Lindsay continued, ‘they 
started to explain to me about who 
was making it and how the various 
local stations would broadcast it for 


didn’t pay much attention. Appar- 
ently the stations were to have the 
right to sell the time to sponsors, 
but it never occurred to me a big 
New York station would take the 
series. I was as surprised as anyone 
to see the ads in the papers this 
morning.’ 





Calgary, Alta.—Jack Dennett, for 
many years an announcer with 
CFAC, Calgary, has been transferred 


to CJRC, Winnipeg, where he will 


work under Frank ‘Tiny’ Elphicke, 
former manager of CFAC, recently 
transferred to the Winnipeg station 
from CJAC, Edmonton. 








WABC 
NAN 


YORK 


50,000 WATTS 
CBS 
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WABC delivers the higgest “local” 


market in America—a minimum 
Daytime Primary Listening Area 
of 50 counties, in five states, 
with 13,430,000 radio listeners! 


For more information about WABC, one of the sixteen CBS 50,000 watt stations, inquire of Radio Sales; New York, Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis, Charlotte, N.C., San Francisco, Los Angeles 
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Texas Inaugurates 


Education Series; Hoblitzelle Angels 


Pretentious Radio 





San Antonio, Oct. 1. 

Some 1,500 schools throughout the | 
state of Texas tune in on the sta- 
tions of the Texas Quality Network | 
starting Oct. 7 when the 1940-41 | 
season opens of the ‘Texas School 
of the Air’ produced by the Texas 
State Department of Education act- 
ing through a non-profit corporation 
supported by Karl Hoblitzelle, pres- 
ident of Interstate Theatre circuit. 

Radio lessons in five broad educa- 
tional phases will be broadcast daily 
Monday through Friday for a quar- 
ter hour over WOAI here, WFAA, 
Dallas; WBAP, Fort Worth, and 
KPRC, Houston. 


The Monday Series will be known 
as ‘Stories Plus’ and will deal with | 


the field of social science for ai 


mentary school students and will 
originate in Dallas and Fort Worth. 
‘Open Your Eyes’ is Tuesday broad- 
cast of natural science for the ele- 
mentary school student and will be 
heard from the North Texas State 
Teachers College and Texas State 
Teachers College. The Wednesday 
program will be titled ‘Jobs Ahead’ 
and will be a vocational series from 
Texas A. & M. College. A language 
series, ‘Reading Is Adventure’ will 
be heard from the University of 


| programs 


| ters of the Kentucky mountains, pio- 
neer plan in the adult education 
| field, has been adapted to the Ten- | 
nessee mountains, according to re- | 
cent announcement from there. As 
apeuiantes by the University, plan 
has been adopted by a Knoxville 
station, which is actively soliciting 
old battery sets, which are spotted 
in remote posts in the mountains, 
where listening centers are estab- 
lished for hill folks who have no 
sets, and very little contact with 
more densely populated sections. 

Radio listening centers were es- 
tablished by the University in 1933, 
and now 40 such centers in the 
mountain sections of Kentucky are 
in operation. Knoxville station plans 
a similar system, and like the U. of 
'K. will direct a certain number of 
each week to listening 
center groups. . 


WFIL DIDN'T OKAY 
FATHER COUGHLIN 


Philadelphia, Oct. 1. 














Roger Clipp, general manager of 
WFIL, denied reports emanating 


Texas on Thursday, while a music |from Detroit that his station had 
series on Friday titled ‘Musical | agreed to carry Father Coughlin’s 


Texas’ will be presented from vari- 
ous schools centers. 


There are to be 26 programs in 
each of the five groups and will be 
presented in co-operation with the 
University of Texas, North Texas 
State Teachers College, Texas State 
College for Women. Texas A. & M. 
College, the Texas State Teachers 
Association and the Texas Congress 
of Parents and Teachers, 


Estimates place the number of 
Texas schools equipped to receive 
radio programs in the classroom at 
more than 3,000. Of this number, 
more than 1,500 have already for- 
mally joined the Texas School of the 
Air. During the course of the pro- 
grams it is estimated that approxi- 
mately 4,000 schools comprising 
nearly 1,000,000 pupils will be using 
the broadcasts. 

The State Department of Educa- 
tion will support the radio service 
with printed matter for teachers. 





Organize Listening Centers 
Louisville, Oct. 1. 
University of Kentucky’s system 
of listening centers, in isolated cen- 


broadcasts. 
Never did, he says. 





Nile Kinnick As Spieler 


Des Moines, Oct. 1. 

Nile Clark Kinnick, college foot- 
ball wiz last year, will join the ranks 
of radio announcers this fall. Kin- 
nick will do pre-game and between- 
halves grid predictions and reviews 
during Iowa Dairy Industry commis- 
sion broadcasts of University of Iowa 














TO STOP DEMANDS, 





Providence, Oct. i. 
In a move to forestall reciprocal 
‘equal opportunity’ demands for free 
radio time by opposition candidates, 
WEAN this week suspended until 





after election all its public service 


| programs. 


These included weeklies by Gov. 
| William H. Vanderbilt and Mayor 
John Collins. 


School Tune-In 
Statistics Show 
5146 Classes 


Chicago, Oct. 1. 
In a report of activities by the Ra- 








Schools, radio director Harold Kent | 
reveals that a total of 5,146 school 
classes listen to radio instruction 
regularly. 

Of these 5,146 classes which in- 
cludes 195,044 pupils, 4,417 listened to 
programs presented by the Radio 
Council. And of these 4,417 classes 
listening to Radio Council shows, 
4,228 classes were tuned into pro- 
grams presented over the two Ralph 
Atlass stations, WJJD and WIND. 

“Breakdown of the listening habits 
is as follows: 


No. of 
Radio Classes 
Council Programs. Listening. 
‘Magic Boots’ (WJJD)........... 783 
‘Pieces of Eight’ (WJJD)........ 839 
‘Open Sesame’ (WIND)......... 355 
‘Your Science’ (WJJD).......... 301 
‘Makers of Chicago’ (WJJD)....324 
‘News to Me’ (WIND)........... 263 


‘The Artist Speaks’ (WIND)..... 424 


‘Let’s Tell a Story’ (WIND)..... 283 











ENDS ALL POLITICS 


‘Student Chorus’ (WJJD)........ 272 | 











t 
| 
' 


| suit for breaching contract. 
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Would Russia Give Us Free Speech? 


A Statement of Policy 


| By L. B. 
President, WCKY, Cincinnati 














Cincinnati, Oct. 1. 
Last June WCKY declined to 
broadcast a network speech by Earl 
Browder, Communist candidate for 
president, and issued a statement 
which said in part: 

We believe it is not the in- 
tent and purpose of the Federal 
Communications Act to force 
American radio stations to give 
aid and comfort to the enemies 
of our republic. We are certain 
it is not in the public interest to 
broadcast pro-Nazi, pro-Com- 
munist speeches at this time. 
WCKY broadcast a program of 

patriotic music at the time Brow- 
der’s speech was on our network line 
‘from New York, an action approved 
by newspaper editors in Cincinnati 
and throughout the country and by 


dio Council of the Chicago Public, | numerous patriotic organizations. All 


| agreed that the issue of free speech 
was not at stake. 

The Communist Party has now 
purchased time on the major net- 
works and WCKY has been offered 
a commercial broadcast, set for Oct. 
10, during which Earl Browder, ad- 
mittedly a taker of orders from 
Moscow and now under federal con- 
viction for passport fraud, will tell 
Americans why he believes our 
democratic institutions should be 


COMMUNISTS 
OUT AT WSAY 





Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 1. 


Gordon P. Brown, owner of 
WSAY, who halted weekly broad- 
casts of Communist party after six 
13. scheduled, threatened with 
Sta- 
tion’s out is claim the talks were not 
in the public interest and Ralph Si- 
modlo. Communists’ county organizer, 
was not a legally qualified candi- 
date. 

One angle of carrying the broad- 
casts in the first place is said to 
have been station’s belief that it 
might be forced to carry Father 


| Coughlin talks and didn’t want to 


— games over KRNT and | science Reporter’ (WIND)...... 384 
Gene Shumate of KRNT and Bert Battle of Books’ (WHIP)........ 189 
Puckett of WMT will give the play- Total 4417 
hauiey enmansatien’. RU Ses <2 teweseetenegebesnes ? 
Kinnick rejected professional foot- | , Other Programs: 
ball contracts to serve as assistant | Let's Sing’ (WLS)............... 145 
freshman coach and study law at ‘Progress Milestones (WLS)..... 43 
the state university. Polly and Pat’ (WLS).......... 163 
‘A Book to Read’ (WLS). oe 
‘Magic of Music’ (WLS)......... 51 | 
° ‘New Horizons’ (WBBM)......... 31 
Fidler Not For Colgate | ‘From Far and Near’ (WBBM)... 65 
Jimmy Fidler is not to broadcast | ‘This Living World’ (WBBM).... 23 
the Hollywood gossip for Colgate-| ‘Frontiers of Democracy’ (WBBM) 26 
Palmolive-Peet. Story from the film] Walter Damrosch (NBC)....... 190 
colony to that effect is without) All Others..........cceceeceeeees 75 
foundation. —— 
' Company didn’t even audition him. ee) Pere ee 729 
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| ‘MRS. LEWIS DISCUSSES 


| KID SHOW NECLECT 





~ St. Louis, Oct. 1. 

‘The children’s hour’ has been one 
of the neglected spots on most radio 
station programs and has developed 
with little supervision or direction, 
was the charge made here last week 
by Mrs. Edward C. Lewis, 
Plains, N. Y., traveler for the Radio 





New York. She is making another 
tour of radio stations. 

She asserted that in the past chil- 
dren’s programs have received so 
little consideration from the radio 
industry there was no data avail- 


grams being sponsored or their rela- 
tive value. Mrs. Lewis said her or- 
ganization, composed of national 
| groups interested in child 


first comprehensive survey on the 
subject, and by calling attention to 
worthwhile children’s programs raise 


greater extend in the future. 
pointed out, to solve time difficulties 
encountered in studio broadcasts for 
children from eastern stations. 


Amateur Football Now 


Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 1. 

‘Frank Silva, WSAY sportscaster, 
is giving his sponsor, Bond Clothes, 
some extracurricular aid by organ- 
izing 13 amateur football teams into 
an association sponsoring two 
leagues. This centers the efforts of 
sandlot outfits, gives them better of- 








licity. 

Bond Clothes furnishes trophies 
and other gratuities, and in return 
gets close tieup with large group of 
potential buyers and their friends. 





White | 


Council on Children’s programs of | 


| able about the number of such pro- | 


welfare | 
and education, expect to publish the | 


| the standards of all such programs. | 
Transcriptions will be used to a| 
she | 


| 


| 
| 


be in position of carrying one with- 
out the other. When Coughlin 
scrammed, station was ready to act. 
Communists were banned by Mort 
Nusbaum, assistant to General Man- 
ager Brown, with latter’s full ap- 
proval. Nusbaum announced the 
ban over the air and then gave Si- 
molo opportunity to explain the 
party’s stand and rap WSAY. Sta- 
tion got flood of letters with those 
favoring move far in majority. 


Ken Gardner Gets Title 


Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 1. 

Kenneth Gardner, assistant engi- 
neer for WHAM, has been named 
chief engineer to succeed John J. 
Long, Jr., who was killed in an auto- 
mobile accident last May. 

Gardner, acting chief since the 
fatality, has been with the station 


15 years, 
Li 























WILSON 











scrapped and Soviet 
substituted therefore 


Now, even more so than last June, 
American defense preparations are 
being rushed. WCKY has a set pol- 
icy of encouraging patriotism and 
stimulating thought to the end that 
the American way of life shall be 
preserved. 


Why for Cash? 


Our refusal to give Communism 
free time last June must be followed 
by a refusal to accept Communist 
money for a paid broadcast, which 
must by its very nature attack the 
American way of life and exalt the 
totalitarian ideolo 


WCKY has therefore informed the 
Columbia Broadcasting System that 
it will not accept a broadcast by 
Earl Browder, whose party has been 
denied the ballot in both Ohio and 
Kentucky because of failure to gain 
sufficient valid signatures to its pe- 
titions. 

The Communist Party has not 
enough money, nor can it ever have 
enough, to buy one minute of time 
on WCKY for use in endeavoring to 
insinuate anti-American doctrines 
into American minds. The results 
of these doctrines are daily apparent 
in the carnage and oppression now 
spread over a large part of the 
world. 


We make no criticism of any sta- 
tion or network for accepting Com- 
munist speeches, but our own ®ourse 
is clear. We are certain that the loyal 
Americans who make up the vast 
majority of our far-flung audience 
have no interest in listening to the 
propagation of alien, totalitarian 
doctrines. We say again, as we said 
last June, that it is not in the public 
interest to disseminate such propa- 
ganda, particularly at a time when 
our men and our resources are be- 
ing marshaled for defense against 
the originators of these doctrines. 


Any political party, so-called, 
which does not come before the 
court of American publi¢ opinion 
with clean hands as regards loyalty 
to our free institutions, deserves no 
hearing from our citizens. 


communism 


Bob Catherwood’s Job 


Robért Catherwood, one-time WOR, 
New York salesman, was established 
this week as national sales manager 
of WAAT, Jersey City. 

Which means he'll be mostly on the 
Manhattan side of the creek. 
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KGLO, Mason City, Gets 1,000 Watts 


Despite Lutheran College Protest 





Washington, Oct. 1. 


Frequency switch from 1210 to, 


1270 ke, and power jump from 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw 
all times, was tentatively okayed last 
week by the FCC for KGLO, Mason 
City, Ia. Station, owned and oper- 
ated by the Mason City Globe 
Gazette Was opposed by KGCA, 
Charles Walter Greenley, and KWLC, 


pointed out that the ne wspaper- 
owned station has offered to replace 
the present equipment of KWLC 


(and also KGCA) free of charge, in } 


order to take over the coveted 1270 
ke. ribbon, 


Pointing out that Luther College 
could obtain new, approved equip- 


ment for thé operation of KWLC on} 


Luther College, both of Decorah, 
Ia. The Decorah stations use the 
1270 ke. frequency sought by the 
Mason City transmitter. 

Renewal of KGCA’s license ap- 
parently will be denied as in default, 
because of applicant's failure to ap-| the Mason City Globe Gazette. But 
pear before the Commish to offer | according to the representations of 
evidence in support of its theory that | the latter applicant as submitted in 
KGLO was not entitled to horn in. | its application, in its offer of evi- 
The college-owned  transmitter— | dence in support of the same, and. 
KWLC—was politely advised to | in its proposed findings, the offer is 
move to another frequency, particu- | stil] open.’ } 
larly since a switch to 1210 ke. A diversified program service, in- | 
(KGLO's present berth) probably | cluding network programs, is ren- | 
would make possible the service of | dered by KGLO, the proposed find- 
an even larger area for KWLC than | ing of the Commish explained, while 
it already controls. It was further! the station operated by an or- 


Commish somewhat acidly remarked 
that: | 


plications of the opposition raised by 





‘The offer (of free re-equipment) | been talk about Boake Carter doing 


has so far been refused by the im- | 


Luther College to the application of | 


SYDNEY MOSELEY IN 


EL. ROOSEVELT TIME 





Sydney A. Moseley steps into the 
Monday - Wednesday - Friday ‘8:15 
niche on WMCA, New York as sus- 
|taining commentator. Spot is being 
vacated by Elliott Roosevelt (Dr. 
|Lyon’s Tooth Powder) who takes up 
his duties as an army captain. 

Moseley is a one-time London radio 
|editor, television expert and globe- 
| trotting journalist. He has been on 
WMCA some time at a different 
hour. 

Dr. Lyons dentifrice is not replac- 


1210 ke. ‘without incurring expense,’ |ing Elliott Roosevelt’s commentator 


transcriptions when the latter series 
expire this Monday (7). There had 


six programs a week for the ac- 
count, but that is now out. 





| ganization of the Lutheran religion, 
|limits its broadcasts to ‘about four 


hours a day during the school year 
and to one hour a day during the 
summer vacation period.’ 





Winnipeg—New CJRC announcers | new 
are Stuart MacPherson, ex-BBC; 


Stuart McKay, from CJCA, Edmon- 
ton, an? Jack Dennet, from CFAC, 
Calgary. 





Harshbarger Presides Oct. 17-19 At 
lowa State Educational Rally 





Iowa City, Oct. 1. 

Everything from ‘How to Build a 
|'Radio Audience’ to ‘Planning Pro- 
'grams for Local Clubs’ and ‘What 
Should the Farm Program Be,’ will 
| be up for discussion on Oct. 17-18-19 
; when the State University of Iowa’s 
| First Annual Conference on Prob- 
lems in Applied Radio gets under 
way. Dr. James R. Angell, educa- 
tional counsellor for NBC in New 
York, will open the conference with 
an address on, ‘The Place of Radio 
|}in a Democracy.’ Earle McGill, cast- 
ing director for CBS, will conduct a 
demonstration. J. Oren Weaver, 
CBS midwest director of public af- 
fairs, and others will appear. 

Ed Mason, WLW director of farm 
programs, will lead the search for 
ideas in agricultural broad- 
|easting. Newscasts will be consid- 
ered by J. Oren Weaver, Jack Shel- 
|ley of WHO, Des Moines, and Doug- 
‘las Grant of WMT, Cedar Rapids. 








Radio research session will be con- 
ducted by H. B. Summers of Kansas 
| State College. 


| Luella Hoskins of Chicago’s Radio 
| Council, Lavinia Schwartz, CBS mid- 
|}west educational director; Judith 
| Waller, NBC educational director; 
| Harriet Hester, of WLS, and Har- 
|riet Edwards of KMOX, will all co- 
| Operate in an attempt to probe edu- 
cational broadcasts, 


Dr. H. Clay Harshbarger of Iowa’s 
department of speech is director of 
the conference. 


MBS’ Dixie Additions 


Four more Southern stations joined 
the Mutual network over the week- 
end, bringing the number of affili- 
ates to 154. 


Newcomers are WSGN, Birming- 
jham; WJBY, Gadsen, Ala.; WGH, 
|Newport News; WDAK, West Point, 
| Ga. 
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BESSIE BEATTY 

Talk 

45 Mins. 

DOLLY MADISON ICE CREAM 
New York Telephone 

Daily, 11:15 a.m. 

WOR, New York 

Bessie Beatty, the new ‘Martha 
Deane’ (although called by her right 
name), has the gift of gab. She dem- 
onstrated this conclusively on her in- 
augural broadcast Monday when, 
with some momentary assistance 
from her friend, I. A. R. Wylie, the 
novelist, she kept-the words flowing 
—and.part of the.time glowing—for 
45 minutes. Anybody who has tried 
to span a mere three minutes on the 
air and almost not lasted that many 
ticks, will appreciate the sheer lung 
power, nerve strain and vocabulary 
of the performance. 

Miss Beatty has a varied back- 
ground as magazine editor and 
writer, European correspondent, wife 
of an actor, world traveler, and dille- 

‘tante in many fields. She begins by 
saying she loves people, and makes 
that sound not only true but free of 
the gushiness such a statement would 
carry if uttered by most lips. Great 


experience shines through her talks, 
and she was particularly lucky to 
have a warm-hearted and nimble- 
witted celebrity-friend to help her 
through the first-session. 

Programs of this sort intended for 
housewives are necessarily difficult 


for the male reviewer. But on the 
theory that merit usually makes the 
grade, and people who can use the 
language without effort and with a 
verbal color palette aren't going to 
fail, it seems likely that WOR has a 
good bet and Miss Beatty a good 
chance. 

Her lead-in was a model of all the 
arts of ingratiation. She took care to 
compliment the departing Mary Mar- 
garet McBride, to make it crystal- 
clear to listeners who she was. She 
offered herself as the heiress to the 
crown and sought to transfer to her- 
self the following of the long-run 
Martha Deane, who now is a flower 
in the CBS garden. 

Miss Beatty gives the impression of 
having a lot crammed in her noodle. 


She dispenses warmth, Land. 
o_o 





thank you, VARIETY... 





and you, too, Bob Landry: 


hes 








you say 


better selling job than 
anybody’s ever done 


in this town! 





WOR’s new “Martha Deane” is everything 


she is—and MORE! 


The MORE includes...she’s got a few choice 
spots open for immediate sale—She’s pulling 
a new, enthusiastic, appreciative audience— 


She’s ready (we predict) to do a bigger and 


WOR 


Wire, phone, write for full particulars—WOR, New York, 
1440 Broadway; Chicago, Tribune Tower; San Francisco, Russ 
Bldg.; Boston, 80 Federal St. 





“She must be good—when a Variety mugé admitsit! = | . 
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New Balto Biz Offsets Cancellations, 
Arrow Beer Buys Post-Series Spots 
a | 


Baltimore, Oct. 1. 


New biz and renewals offsetting 
cancellations here this week with an 
even keel being maintained by all 
stations. Automotive business add- 
ing to count, with WBAL taking 
half-hour ‘Show of 
Week’ and selling it locally to a 
combination of dealers. Ford and 
Studebaker also buying on WFBR. 


Mutual's World Series will be 
pumped into WCBM here, further 
swinging to that station away from 
WBAL, NBC Blue outlet. Before 
and after spots for the ball games 
have been sold to Arrow Beer, local 
brewery, through Joseph Katz 
Agency. 

WFBR: International Salt, through 
J. M. Mathes, 78 participating spots 
on ‘Every Woman's Hour’; Maryland 
Pharmaceutical Co. (Rem and Rel), 
104 one-minute transcribed spots 
through Jos. Katz; Bond Stores, re- 
newal through Neff-Rogers, of 312 
quarter-hour airings of ‘Alarm 
Clock Capers’; Just Rite Co., via 
Rich. A. Foley, 39 one-minute tran- 
scribed a.m. announcements; House- 
hold Finance, renewed through 
BBD&O, 52 quarter-hour’ shows; 
Potter Drug & Chemical (Cuticura) 
through Atherton & Currier, re- 
newed 624 one-minute daytime tran- 
scribed spots; Vicks, 78 five-minute 
noontime newscasts, through Morse 
International; Brown & Williamson 
(Wings Kings) via Russel M. Seeds, 
24 daytime and 12 night announce- 
ments; Ford Motors, McCann-Erick- 
son, 14 spots; Studebaker, through 
Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham, two 
quarter-hour programs a week. 

WCBM: World's Series (Mutual), 
preceding and concluding spots to 
Arrow Beer, via Jos. Katz; Woman's 


Home Companion (Jean Abbey), 
through McCann-Erickson, 15 min- 
utes daily; Ovaltine, via Blackett, 
Sample. Hummert, ‘Captain Mid- 


night,’ five quarter-hours weekly. 
WBAL: Carleton & Hovey (Father 
John), through John W. Queen, 156 
hundred word spots; Doubleday- 
Doran, via H. C. Morris & Co., 5 five- 
minute programs; O’Neill’s Depart- 
ment Store, five 75-word spots; 


the | 


,Rosenthali’s Department Store, 13 


quarter-hours, ‘Is That Your Name?’ | 
Feld- | 
Co., | 


Samson 
Loan 
52 


through 
Ayares Small 
through Trivas-Azrael, 
Careful] Laundry, 
Jos. Wilner: Baltimore Spring Bed, 


quiz shows, 
man; 


spots; 








via Louis Schechter, two spots a 
week. 
Sept. 28 Compared to Sept.21 | 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,425 4,719 2,180 14,324 
7,420 4,747 2,020 - 14,197 
ce «6.8% +7,.9% +0.9% 





*No change. 
(included: WBAL, 


M-G Nixes Czech 


Continued from page 3 


wcaod, WCBM, WFBR) 








producers name. Thus they would 
be known only as Hunt Stromberg 


productions, Ben Goetz productions, | 


Edgar Selwyn productions, etc. 
Gestapo methods were used by 
the Nazis in ferreting out the slight- 
est anti-German slant in American 
films of the last eight years or more 
and using such as reason for barring 
U_ S. distributors from Hitler-con- 
trolled European territory. That is 
the conclusion reached by New York 
officials after reading the official 
‘summary of why they were barred 
from most of France as well as Bel- 
gium, Holland, Denmark and Nor- 


15 spots through | 


| 
| 


| 


| owner of the dramatic and perform- 


| 
| 


| 
} 
} 


} 


| 


| 
| 
| 


} 


way. 
slightest anti-Germaniec angle in| 
films dating back to the ‘Big Pa- 


rade’ era of pictures were uncovered 
Nazi agents, with many U. S. 
executives marveling at the censor 
sleuths’ propensity for finding any- 
thine wrong with these ante-bellum 
World War I pictures. Nevertheless, 
many of such oldie productions were 
listed by the German government as 
(excuse for barring American dis- 
tributors from further distribution 
in the countries listed. Of course, 
the more recent and pointedly anti- 
| Nazi features are included in such 
| lists and obviously are the basic rea- 
son behind the ban. 


by 
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‘Maiden’ Suit | 


Continued from page 2 





again assigned it to Francis, Day 
& Hunter for an additional period | 





| of 28 years. 


The defendants are accused of 
having infringed by presenting the 
musical in part or whole since that 
date. The Shuberts have gone so 
far as to claim rights in it, and to/| 
have sued others for alleged infringe- 
ment. 

Shuberts’ Rights 

Plaintiff in this instance asserts 
that the Shuberts’ rights, which were 
obtained through an agreement made 
May 20, 1920 between one Tom D. 
Davis and Lee Shubert, granted the 
Shuberis certain presentation rights, | 
but the agreement was effective only 
during the original life of the copy- 
right, and not after the renewal in 
1927. Despite this contention on the 
part of the plaintiffs, the Shuberts | 
have persisted in claiming rights | 
to the musical, it is charged, and | 
even now have an action in the N.Y. 
supreme court against Jack Kirk- 
land, who is a co-defendant in this 
suit also, seeking $25,000 damages | 
for the use by Kirkland, in his| 
play, ‘I Must Love Someone’ of the | 
‘Floradora Sextet.’ Tike Shuberts |! 
claim to be the sole and exclusive 


ing rights of ‘Floradora’ for the USS. | 
and Canada in this action. 

The Shubert suit against Kirk- 
land, incidentally, is significant in 
one respect, in that the complaint 
does not ask damages for infringe- 
ment, an action which should be 
filed in the Federal court, but rather 
for ‘unfair competition.’ In this the 
question of copyright is avoided, as 
copyright cannot be asserted in the 
supreme court, by a decision under 
Cohan suit against 


|! Robbins Music Corp., where it was 


} 


| to payment of $50 per performance, | 


| 


major radio chains as well. 














Management—COLUMBIA ARTISTS BUREAU 








held that copyright infringement was 
Federal court jurisdiction. 

Rose is brought into the picture 
through his nitery presentation of | 
he Turn of the Century,” which ran 
two years at his Diamond Horseshoe 
cabaret, and where he used ‘Tell Me 
Pretty Maiden’ as a feature together 
with the ‘Floradora Sextet.’ Under 
the copyright law, if Rose is found | 
guilty of infringement, he is subject | 


or the profits of his show, which are 
estimated to exceed $100,000. The 
action against Kirkland is similar to 
that against Rose in that he also used 
the sextet and ‘Tell Me Pretty Mai- 
den’ in ‘I Must Love Someone.’ Ac- 
tions will be started by Julian T. 
Abeles, attorney for Francis, Day & 
Hunter, against others who have} 
used any part of ‘Floradora’ since 
1927. This will no doubt include the | 





Foreign Mgrs. 


Continued from page 3 


European chief, and Ernest Koenig, | 
Universal’s manager in Europe, pres- | 
ently are closest to the actual Eu- | 
ropean setup. Armour is headquar- | 
tering in Lisbon while Kvuenig still 
was in Paris on last report. | 

Meantime, actual work in the | 
home office foreign departments has | 
increased heavily because countries 
in which distribution continues must | 
be serviced directly from New York | 
instead of Paris. For example, this | 
means most majors must ship to Fin- | 
land, Sweden and Norway as well as | 
the Balkan countries. Several com- 
panies still are being allowed to op- 
erate in Norway, even though it’s 
Nazi-dominated. 

If there 


| The coming of cooler weather finds ' 


| Peter Pan Cafe. 26 anouncements. | 


KSL: Waverly Fabrics, through | 
Anderson-Davis & Clapp, series of 
100-word spots; Thrifty Heater) 
Burner, through Shaeffer-Brannen- 
Margulis, renewal, series of five- 
minute spots; Studebaker Motor, 
through Roche, Williams and Cun- | la rantee 
nyngham, series of quarter-hour | 
| spots, twice weekly; Mentholatum, 
series of 50-word announcements: 


| weekly; I. & M. Rug & Linoleum, 


| Deseret Gymnasium, 
| word 
| series of evening and daytime spots; 


SHOCKING DISCOVERY 


Staff Intelligentsia Uncovered at 
WJSU, Washington 


INDICTED FOR ILLEGAL 
BROADCAST OPERATION 


Erie, Pa., Oct. 1, 





Washington, Oct. 1. 

Literary aspirations of the WJSV 
staff are causing considerable con-| , Federal grand jury recently {n. 
sternation, among station execs who | dicted Paul Wyant, New Florence, 
were unaware that several staft | Pa. on three counts of operating g 
members are devoting their spare |‘@dio station and interfering with 
time to the writing of books. | regularly licensed radio stations, and 
Coincident with the revelation that |O" One count of operating a radio 
James Hurlburt of the WJSV news- | Station without a license. George 
room had completed a 15,000-word | Meshank, deputy United States at. 
detective story, it was discovered | trey, said that Wyant's station in. 
that J. Gunnar Back, announcer, is |¢Tfered with the operation of 
WTAM, Cleveland; WBZ, Boston, and 


working on a novel of the northwest | . 
timber country. Half of a volume |WMUA, Wheeling, W. Va., before 


on philosophy has been finished by | federal agents located his equipment 
Lois Dasher of the program depart- = & getage. 
John T. Hart, Pittsburgh, was in. 


ment, who is currently working on | dicted , 

the remaining half and who also has | nite pea’ two counts, operating an 
ane 

just completed a_ song, | unlicensed radio station and operat. 


‘Burning | aii ahaa ; ‘ 
Tears’—for which she wrote both | 198 4 radio station without a license, 
words and music. 














Detroit—With Don Sims, of the 
CKLW continuity staff taking up his 
station managing duties at WMSL, 
" e, | Decatur, Ala., Bruce Chick has tak 

| 4 - . a en 

Salt Lake City Units | over the continuity department. The 
| Satter also will continue his evening 

-~ newscasts and announcing. Frank 

_ Salt Lake City, Oct. 1. Burke has taken charge of the pro- 

And still the contracts pour in.! motion at the Windsor, Ont., station, 
Bottling Co... 12 quarter-hour pro- | 


grams: Firmage For Men, eight 15-| 
minute programs; Continental Clean- | 
ers, 26 announcements: Traveler's | 
Oil, 39 announcements: Ex-cel-cis | 
Peouty Salon, 26 100-word spots; M 
& M Appliance, 26 announcements; | 
Service Coal Co., 13 100-word spots; 


Cool Weather Braces 




















heaters, coal, cold remedies and fur 
coats again being plugged, contribut- | 
ing to this week’s heavy increase in 
local business. Next week, bigger | 
boom is exnected in both national 
and network. 

KDYL: Arthur Frank Clothing, | 
52 five-minute newscasts; Burbridge | 
Coal. 13 five-minute programs; Nehi | 


Plough Aspirin, series of daytime and 
evening spot announcements; Gamble | 
Stores, series of 50-word announce- | 
ments. Local business includes: Flor- | 
sheim Shoe Co., series of quarter- 
hour programs; Dupler Fur Co., quar- 
ter-hour evening programs, twice! 


Audience 


Just Check the 
WSPD Schedule 


series of 100-word spots; Bennett 
Motor Co., series of 50-word spots; | 
Bennett Glass & Paint Co., series of 
50-word spots; American Fur Co., 
series of daytime and evening spots; 
series of 50- 
Standard Optical Co., | 


—and it’s easy to see 


why so many National 
spots; 
ri advertisers use this sta- 
Citizens Coal Co., through R. TY. Har- | 
ris Advertising Agency, 100-word 
spots, 200 times. 


tion to cover Northwest- 


KUTA: Spring Canyon Coal, 2 
through Featherstone Advertising em Ohio and Southern 
Agency, 100 spot announcements; | 


Michigan. 


NBC 


Bennett Motor, through Pickering | 
Advertising Agency, 12 spots; ‘Grains | 
of Gold’ for daily participation on 
Bill Seare’s Almanac _ program, | 
through Featherstone Advertising | 
Agency, six-month contract: Bluebell 
Gasoline, University of Utah-Santa | 
Clara football game; Mayflower and 


Beau Brummell Cafes, through | 
Featherstone Advertising Agency; 365 as Cc (Sa 
announcements. 





<n CnpnEnnntteenememsinee | 
| __Sept. 28 Compared to Sept. 21 | | 

















: : Network Local National Total | 
Bae are no further wartime | nits Units Spot Units Units | 
threats in the Balkans, there is a| 59; 2519 560 9 67( 
good likelihood that many U. S. com- | 6.446 2991 570 . so 
panies will establish headquarters in | . 9 90, 4 13% 1a — 
Athens for nearby nations.  dincludes: HOTEL. tas ge *: 5000 WATTS 








By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE _ 
LAUGHTER EARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99": i100 ° 


i LISTEN TWIce DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST 
5: 

COAST:-TO COAST 

| Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 

i . MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 





* 


Represented Nationally 


Ls’ | 


By The Kats Agency 


WSPD 


A Fort Industry Station 


6 pure 


45-6 P\M., EST 


TOLEDO, OHIO 
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WMAQ-WENR 
SHOW INCREASE 


Chicago, Oct. 1. 

wMAQ: Barbasol, five-minute pe- 
rods three times weekly for 39 
weeks, through Erwin-Wasey; Grove 
Laboratories, 15 minutes five times 
weekly for Bromo Quinine, through 
J. Walter Thompson. WMAQ and 
the NBC blue outlet here, WENR, 
ere considerably ahead of last year’s 
pillings. WENR reports September 
1940 as 117% ahead of 1939 and 
WMAQ at 34% ahead. 

WFCL: Schwimmer & Scott 
agency here set a flock of time on 
the station for Madera Wineries, 
using 15-minute periods 10 times 
weekly plus 49 announcements 
weekly. 

WGN: Tunis Johnson Cigar com- 
pany, one announcemeit daily Mon- 
day - through - Saturday, through 
Spector-Goodman agency; Sawyer 
Biscuit, one-minute participation 
announcements six times weekly, 
through Neisser-Meyerhoff; Carson, 
Pirie, Scott company, 15 minutes five 
times weekly, through Stack-Goble; 
Olson Rug company, 15 minutes 
three times weekly, through Presba, 
Fellers & Presba; Lorillard Com- 
pany, 15-minute sports review three 
times weekly, through Lennen & 
Mitchell; Grove Laboratories, 30 
minutes once-weekly through the 
Stack-Goble agency. 

WGN will carry collegiate football 
this season under sponsorship of the 
Ford Dealers of Chicago, and with 
Bob Elson at the mike. Games will 
include the key tussles of Northwest- | 
ern, Illinois and Notre Dame, 

Will be the only network stations | 
in Chicago carrying football on al 
commercial basis. Schedule runs 
from Oct. 5 to Nov. 23. | 

WBBM: Stephano Bros., 15-minute | 
sports review three times weekly, 
through Aitkin-Kynett; Peter Hand | 
Brewery, five minutes three times 
weekly, through Mitchell-Faust | 
agency; Maryland Pharmaceutical | 
company, one-minute announce- | 
ments six times weekly through the 
Joseph Katz agency; Ford Motor 
company, time signal announcements 
through McCann-Erickson agency. 


| Sept, 28 Compared to Sept. 21 | 
Network Local National Total 





' 








Units Units Spot Units Units 

9,440 5,780 10,725 25,945 

9,315 5,711 10,611 25,637 
+1.3% +-12% +1.1% +1.2% | 


(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WIID, WLS, WMAQ) 


ALL BRACKETS BOOSTED 
IN CINCY; SPOT FINE 


Cincinnati, Oct. 1. 

Another bulge last week in all 
brackets set biz marks at a lofty 
level for the session before time 
change, when the year’s heftiest | 
gains are recorded. 

WKRC added Art Dry Cleaning 
Co., through the Allen Heaton & 
McDonald agency, local, for five- 
minute news periods, five days a 
week, Its new spot accounts in- 
clude Otto Grau, Inc., piano firm; 
Ford Motor Car Co., through Mc- | 
Cann-Erickson, Cleveland: Western 
Maine Forest Nursery, through John | 
A. Smith & Staff, Boston; Hartman 
Business Brokers, Tresler Oil Co., 
Cincy; and the Socialist Party of 
America, through Harry M. Miller 
agency, local, 


te 








Sept. 28 Compared te Sept.21 | 


Network Total 








Local 


National 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4,822 9,757 5,808 20,387 
4,755 9,673 5,738 20,166 
t14% 409% 412% +11% 


(Included: WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAIL 





Binghamton Radio Station 


Project Incorporates 


; Albany, N. Y., Oct. 1. | 
Triple-Cities Broadcasting Co.., | 
ne., has been chartered to conduct | 

& Tadio broadcasting business in | 

Binghamton. Capital stock is 1,500 | 

Shares, 1.000 


Value, and 500 common at no par | 
Value, 


eee atts, each holding 10 shares, | 
City; 
L. Nelson Simmons, Ith 
H. Treman, ns, Ithaca. 
torney, 


Albert 
Ithaca, was filing at- 





Buffaio.—F ran 
James vocalist, ig 
W staff. 


“4224 eeaae 


Hines, ex-Harry 
back on WGR- 


eoeatenee 


preferred at $50 par | 


Roger J. Lampann, Johnson | 
Walter J. Lyon, Binghamton; | 


SPORTS AND NEWS BIG 
ITEMS IN SAN ANTONIO 


| 





' 


San Antonié, Oct. 1. 

Football season was christened on | 
the regional webs Saturday (28). 
With time changes and new fall | 
schedules getting under way next | 
week, new highs in all departments | 
will be noted. 


| 

WOAI: Swift Packing Co. special | 
half-hour program through NBC: 
Prize Parade, three times weekly 
quarter-hour from KPRC on Texas 
Quality Network for Gulf Brewing 
Co. through Rogers-Gano; No Third 
Term Democrats, one hour and 
fifteen minutes through TQN; Stand- 
ard Brands (Fleischmann Foil Yeast) 
10 announcements per week through 
Kenyon & Eckhart; Leona Bender's 
“Women’s Page of the Air’ quarter- 
hour Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
to Vicks Chemical Co. through 
Morse International; Folger Coffee 
Co., transcribed quarter-hour pro- 
gram Monday threugh Friday via 
Lord & Thomas; First Federal Sav- 
ings and Loan Association, quarter- 
hour ‘News Roundup’ each Sunday, 
direct; Southwestern Drug Co., news- 
casts for Red Arrow Cold Remedies 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan; Davis 
Hat Co., through Grant Agency, two 
50-word announcements per week; 
Crustene Shortening (Pancrust Plato 
Co.) through Franke-Wilkinson- 
Schiwetz; Bulova Watch Co., through 
Biow Co., three time signals nightly 
for one year; Lydia Pinkham Com- 


pound announcements’ through 
Erwin, Wasey; Peter. Paul Inc. 
(Mounds Candy) through Platt- 


Forbes Inc., one-minute announce- 
ments daily; Humble Oil and Refin- 





ing Co., Southwestern Conference 
Football games through TQN, placed 
by Franke-Wilkinson-Schiwetz: Ford 
Motor Co., through McCann-Erick- 
son, 14 one-hundred word announce- 
ments; American Chicle Co., through 
Badger, Browning & Hersey, daily 
afternoon newscasts across the board: 


| Comet Rice Mills, through Freitag 


Adv. Co., 25-word announcements for 


| 13 weeks; Superfex Heaters (Perfec- 


tion Stove Co.), through McCann- 
Erickson, three announcements per 
week 39 times. 


KONO: Taylor Tabernacle, daily 
quarter-hour remote; Dollar Wave 
Shop, three quarter-hour studio pro- 
grams. 


KAEC: Station has again sold final 
series of games between Detroit and 
Cleveland to three co-sponsors: 
Fomby Clothing Co., Scobey Fire- 
proof Storage Co. and Union Auto 
Supply Co. ‘Show of the Week’ has 
been sold to the Joske Co. Station 
has also been set to broadcast the 
World Series games through Mutual 
starting Wednesday for Gillette 
Safety Razor Co. ‘Double or Nothing’ 
for Feenamint coming through Mu- 
tual network. 


| Sept. 28 Compared to §S »pt. 21 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
5,780 8,464 1,115 15,359 
5,370 8,333 1,097 14,800 

+7.6% +16% 16% +3.8% 


(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 
WOAT) 





Spartanburg, S. C.—Hattie Boyd 
has resigned as Spartanburg Journal 
societ¥ editor, to join WSPA com- 
mercial department. James Mugford 
and Richard Pattison, former WSPA 


Advent of Football Commercials 
Helps An Uplooking Denver 





Denver, Oct. 1. 
Gains in all categories marked the 
|start of the new season, with larger 
leaps anticipated in forthcoming re- 
‘ports. Rocky Mountain Ford Deal- 
ers Association bought the first foot- 
ball games sold in this territory. 
| They include five games to be played 
| by the University of Colorado, via 





| KLZ. 
KLZ: Rainbow Ballroom, three 
half-hour remotes weekly; Flor- 


sheim Shoe Shop, through McJunkin 
agency, 13 quarter-hours; Chrysler 
Corp., through J. Stirling Getchell 


through McCann-Erickson, seven an- 
nouncements; Mammoth Gardens, 
through Max Goldberg agency, 104 
daytime spots; W. T. Grant & Co., 
through Max Goldberg agency, 26 
spots and six daytime quarter-hour 
'remotes; Rocky Mountain Ford Deal- 
ers Assn., through McCann-Erickson, 
| five football games from University 
|of Colorado; Beaumont Laboratories, 
through H. W. Kastor & Sons agency, 
| 40 one-minute transcribed announce- 
ments; Monarch Cleaners & Dyers, 
13 spots; Walgreen Drug, through 
Schwimmer & Scott, seven announce- 
| ments to follow football broadcasts. 

KOA: Tom Killiam for Stoker- 
| matic Stokers, 27 spots; Bristol Myers 
| Co,, 





agency, 52 spots; Ford Motor Ca., || 


through Young & Rubicam | 


,lem Baking Co., through Robertson 
agency, four station breaks. 

KFEL: Davis & Shaw Furniture, 
| through Broyles agency, five ane 
nouncements weekly for nine 
| months; Denver Dry Goods Co., for 
Chambers Range, 13 announcements; 
| Norway Anti Freeze, through Max- 
'on agency, one announcements daily 
for eight weeks; Aeroplane Ballroom, 
60 announcements; American Type- 
|writer Co., one spot daily, one 
' month; Ex-Lax, through Jos. Katz, 
‘five announcements weekly, three 
‘months; Pacquin Hand Cream, 
through Wm. Esty, three announce- 
| ments weekly, six months. 


Sept. 28 Compared to Sept. 21 | 








|Network Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
6,889 4,183 1,542 12,614 
6,774 4,153 1,458 12,355 
i+1.7% +0.7% +58% +2.1% 
| (Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 





R. J. Scott as 4A’s Radio 
Chairman for Midwest 


Chicago, Oct. 1. 

R. J. Scott, of the Schwimmer & 
|Seott agency here, has been ap- 
| pointed chairman of the Radio Com- 
/mittee of the Central Council of the 
| American Association of Advertising 
| Agencies. 

Scott has also been named to rep- 


staffers, have resigned, Mugford re- | agency, 78 announcements; Faultless | resent the Central Council on the 


turning to New York and Pattison 
going back to Indianapolis. 


| Starch Co., 


agency, 108 announcements; 


through Ferry-Hanly | National 
Mack- 


Radio Committee of the 
Association. 
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AL GOODMAN'S 


Jokes By 


Management: 


j 
} 
| 





FRED 


ARNOLD AUERBACH 
HERMAN WOUK 
FRED ALLEN 


OCTOBER 2, 1940 


TEXACO STAR THEATRE 


presents a 


icking 





ngs By 


KENNY BAKER 


Music By 


Swingphonic Orchestra 


Radio Rodeo 


Comedy by 


ALLEN 


Discreet Banter By 


PORTLAND HOFFA 


Vocal Ensembles By 
THE TEXACO SINGERS 


Entertainment By 


MAJOR BOWES' AMATEUR OF THE MONTH 


Hokum By 


MINERVA PIOUS — JOHN BROWN — CHARLES CANTOR — ALAN REED 


Commercials By 


LARRY 


JAMES WALLINGTON 


ELLIOT 


Production By 


WILLIAM SCHORR » 
Network: COLUMBIA 


WALTER BATCHELOR 


BUCHANAN AGENCY 


WEDNESDAY NIGHTS—STATION WABC—9 TO 10 P.M., EST 


P. §.—“If the people working on the program listen to it we have enough followers to 
insure a good Crossley.” 


ROLAND KIBBEE 





More Jokes By 


NAT HEIKEN 
FRED ALLEN 


Under Direction: 
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Louisville Outlook Perky 


Local Programs and New Fall Activity Reflects 
Hustling Attitude 


By GEORGE WIEDERHOLD 
Louisville, Oct. 1. 


Town's four stations all got under 
way with the time change Sunday 
(29), and prospects are rosy for the 
heaviest commercial schedules in the 
history of radio in Louisville. This, 
in view 
has more stations than ever before. 

WHAS comes on the air a half 
hour earlier, 
later, under the new schedule. Ser- 
vice hours now are from 4:30 a.m. to 
lam. Station has sold two early 
morning spots to the drug trade— 
from 5 to 6 a.m. and from 6:30 to 
7:15 a.m. using hillbilly talent. Sta- 
tion will carry six local newscasts 
each day, and as an enlarged part of 
the educational program will sched- 


of the fact that the town |! 


ule regular airings for the Univer- | 


sity of Indiana, University of Ken- 
tucky, University of Louisville, and 
Asbury College of Wilmore, Ky. 


and stays an hour | ¢liminate network football 


Public service programs will in- 
clude Saturday airings of the Amer-! 
ican Farmer, conducted by John F. 
Merrifield, WHAS agricultural co- 
ordinator, and airings by the Uni- 
versity of Kentucky; Future Farm- | 
ers of America; Indiana Farm Bu- 
reau and Kentucky Farm Bureau. 


WHAS will emphasize regional 
service in the sports field, and will 
airings | 
this fall. Station will cover games| 
played by University of Kentucky, | 
Indiana University, and Purdue, with | 
George Walsh at the mike. 


WGRC, local Mutual outlet. will) 
again carry the World Series, and on} 
Saturdays will air the outstanding | 
football games carried by Mutual. } 
Locally, the station has exclusive} 
rights to air Male and St. Xavier 
high school football. games, and will 
carry a heavy schedule of network) 
and local news broadcasts. Station 


Armour Plaque 





Lord & Thomas and the Ar- 
mour Packing Co. will hypo 
their radio outlets on the ‘Your 
Treat’ show by awarding bronze 
plaque to stations giving the best 
cooperation on a mink coat con- 
test in connection with their pro- 
gram. Will award three plaques 
and 10 certificates of honorable 
mention on the basis of the 
amount of publicity in relation to 
the size of each of the 55 stations 
carrying the recorded 15-minute 
musical, 








i has also started a three-a-week ‘Man 


on Street’ airing, in the negro dis- 
trict, with an influential negro do- 


ing the interviewing. Program is on} 
: : 
the serious side, although at times) 


dipping in the comedy department 
with such questions as ‘Do you pre- 
fer pork chops or chicken?’ WGRC 
will continue several public service 


features, including airings from the} 


City Council, safety clubs, etc. 


WAVE, local NBC Red outlet, will | 
soon take the air with its new 5} 
k.w. job and is carrying a heavy | 
commercials, as | 


schedule of NBC 








Chemical House Resumes 
Local Radio Activity 

Troy, N. Y., Oct. 1. 
Jim Healey, in addition to a new 
series of commentaries for Saratoga 
Vichy on WGY, Schenectady, will 
inaugurate tomorrow (2) on WTRY 
a thrice-weekly afternoon quarter- 
hour for Fort Orange Chemical Co. 
of Albany (De Luxe Manicure Pre- 
parations). Healey gears his program 
for women listeners—something new 

for him on ether waves. 

It’s first important use of radio 
by Fort Orange Chemical since 


about 1934, when company sponsored 
/a musical show on WGY. Leighton 


& Nelson is agency. 





is carrying network football games, 
and airs local high school games 
played by DuPont Manual. Don Hill 
has two daily 15-minute spots, one at 
6:30 p.m. daily sponsored by local 
Ford Dealers. 

WINN, new entry, is picking up, 
both in commercial time, and in 
quality of sustaining material. Sta- 
tion makes a particular point of it’s 
news service, airing each hour on the 


well as a wellfilled national spot line-! hour, and emphasizes it’s transcribed 


up. In the sport department WAVE 


serials during the evening hours. 
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L.A. NATL. SPOT 


| 


~ STRONG: WEB 
DITTO 


Los Angeles, Oct. 1. 

As is customary at this season, na- 
tional spot and network units made 
the best showings. KNX got the 
healthiest haul for itself in the spot 
category when it ‘signatured Eagle 
Oil & Refining to a huge contract. 
This biz was all the sweeter, since 
Eagle originally had contemplated 
using only newspapers and bili. 
boards to the exclusion of radio, 


KNX: Eagle Oil & Refining, 78 
quarter-hour sports programs, 
through General Advertising; Zee- 
man Clothing, 39 participations in 
newscasts, through Lockwood-Shack- 
elford; Iris canned goods, 1,820 time 
signals, through Robert Smith: 
Chevrolet, 24 time signals, through 
Campbell-Ewald; Broadway depart- 
ment store, 16 time signals, through 
Lee Ringer; Baker shoes, six partici- 
|pations in ‘Sunrise Salute,’ through 
| Sidney Garfinkel. 

KFI: Ford Motor, seven transcrip- 
jtions, through McCann-Erickson; 
; Armand face powder, 65 participa- 
tions in Art Baker’s ‘Notebook’ and 
|Bridge Club, through Russel M. 
Seeds; Pacific Can Co., eight tran- 
scriptions, through Leon Livingston. 

KECA: Sears-Roebuck, nine one- 
minute _ transcriptions, through 
Mayers Co.; Flamingo nail polish, 
138 spots, through Milton Weinberg. 




















KFWB: Broadway department 
Store, 20 spots, through BBD&0; 
Democratic Central Committee, 15 
spots, through Allied Adv. 

| | Sept. 28 Compared to Sept.21 | 
| Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

9,922 10,708 1,974 22,604 

9.818 10,621 1,952 22,391 

1.1% 4 0.8% +1.1% +-1.0% 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHI 
KNX) 





SEATTLE GAINS 4.8% 


| Web Units Take Huge Jump—Dept. 
Stores Wooing Radio 








Seattle, Oct 

Networks went into high gear last 
week, with the result that units i 
the web bin jumped 15.2%. Less 
| spectacular, but every bit as wel- 
| come, are the gains in local and na- 
tional spot time. Local biz has been 
especially heartening here of late 
| Department stores are showing more 
interest in radio than ever before, 
and that rates cheers all around 





Sept. 28 Compared to Sept. 21 


Network Local National Total 

| Units Units Spot Units Units 
4,975 13,002 1,432 19,409 
4,320 12,792 1,397 18,509 
15.2% +16% ++2.5% +48 
(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA 





| New Accts. In Cleveland 





Cleveland, Oct. 1 

Fleetwing gasoline has purchased 
|Thursday and Saturday evening 
| Spots at WGAR for grid predictions 
,and scores. Bob Kelley, who handles 
|pro grid broadcasts, handles show 
and has arranged for board of ex- 
perts to make predictions. These 
clude Dutch Clark, Cleveland Ra 
coach, and coaches Bill Edwards 
(Western Reserve), Ray Ride (Case', 
Tom Conley (John Carroll) and Ra} 
Watts (Baldwin Wallace). 

Cleveland-Detroit ball game he 
Friday (27) was important enough to 
‘lure three stations to Cleveland fo 
direct broadcasts. Ty Tyson handled 
,for WWJ, Harry Heilman did plas 
| by play for WXYZ, and Bob Elson 
' was on hand for WGN. 


| Jerry Brondfield. NEA _ sports 
| scribe, breaks into radio on Oct. 5 
|via WCLE with weekly half-hour 
| Saturday show on football predic- 

tions. Brondfield plans also to use 
| recorded interviews. Sponsor is 
| Lyon Tailors, 


| 

| _ Bob Kelley slated to start Tuesday, 
| Thursday and Friday 10-minute 
| Sport show via WGAR for B. R. 
| Baker, downtown clothing establish- 
iment. 

Burt's, Inc., making biggest one- 
day buy in local radio with purchase 
of nine solid hours, 9:30-6:30 Sunda» 
(29) via WCLE. All interfering 
scheduled programs for day were 





cancelled, 
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Important National Spot Accounts 
Placed This Week 


(According to Reports from VARIETY’S ‘Radio 
Market Cities’ ) 


Account Agency Time Purchase 
American Chicle.........++. . Badger, Browning & Hersey...... Newscasts 
Armand Powder.............. Russel M. Seeds.............. Participations 
Art Metal Works (Ronson)... Cecil & Presbrey........... .. Station breaks 
EE gy re Pe Sidney Garfinkel.............. Participations 
ee. eee Te ee ers re eer re 5-Min. Spots 
Beaumont Laboratories....... Te eee Seer ey 1-Min. Spots 
Book-A-Month Club.......... ee re ree ee 5-Min. Spots 
MaMOREEOEEE «cb daa ese vedsces Young & Rubicam.......... Announcements 
Brown & Williamson— 

CUPEES TUM iis ecko ceeees Russel M. Seeds............ Announcements 
NS i is Fh re 0 Sy ay we ae 8 OO dh re cbse we sen cawead Time Signals 
Corleton & Hovey— ; 

(Father John’s)... .....0005: John W. Queen............. 100-Word Spots 
Carter Procuets. ...ccccccccssa Spot Broadcasting............. 1-Min. Spots 
NR oi. ch a ceaphbaes ene Campbell-Ewald .............. Time Signals 
NY 55.0 xade 065 CR swe J. Stirling Getchell......... Announcements 
Cee PURGES oyoeck viees sees Young & Rubicam....%-Hour (Store News) 
Doubleday-Doran ............ Be ae MN An 6 wok se osu 5-Min. Programs 
Eagle Oil & Refjning.......... GeMOTAl ABV..ccccccccccesiosedoes %-Hours 
TPR NO PEt Ee eee Rie cs iCabene oes sees Announcements 
Wosttlions Stareh. .. 2... ccc cece: Ferry-Hanly woes... Announcements 
Flamingo Nail Polish......... Ses I. os hhwan deere need Spots 
Wale COO fon kc cece cscedes Fe eo rrr Cy 
So ee ee eee err Spots 
Grove Labs. (Bromo Quinine)...J. Walter Thompson............... %4-Hours 
Household Finance........... DE 6. oteca niclekes eau enkewe™ “%4-Hours 
International Salt............. Be ee RS ocaecases eens Participations 
Iris Canned Goods............ a Time Signals 
Ae Se ee eee Lennen & Mitchell.......... Sports Reviews 
Madera Wineries.............. Schwimmer & Scott..%-Hours; Announcem’ts 
Maryland Pharmaceutical— 

CeO DG MOO oon exec eva eres Pere Sere eee Spots 
Nestle’s Milk Products........ Leon Livingston........ 2.....Participations 
Norway Anti-Freeze.......... BO okt ohw bocb pnt ecw stan Announcements 
GE SE cr veucde ccacceeaes Presba, Fellers & Presba.......... 1,-Hours 
Pe, MN Coos core een cea tans PUTPPONDES ods vescccveses Announcements 
Packard Motors............... Young & Rubicam.......... Announcements 
a, ee eae Newell-Emmett ............ Announcements 
.... Sees: OT eae Announcements 
2g SE a a ee a Léon Livingston...........c0% Transcriptions 
Lydia Pinkham........... ET er 1-Min. Spots 
ME WEEE ae h chiens bheneoss Russel M. Seeds............ Announcements 
Potter Drug (Cuticura)....... pe ee B.S yee Spots 
EP TN, gs cnc fer ccdes Neisser-Meyerhoff ...... ».. Announcements 
Standard Brands— 

(Fleischmann’s Foil Yeast)..Kenyon & Eckhardt........ Announcements 
stephano Tres... 2... cscs cee PE a. ey Sports Reviews 
Eee eee Roche, Williams & Cunfnyngham...%-Hours 
Tunis-Johnson Cigar.......... Spector-Goodman ......... Announcements 
ae ee Morse International..... Saletan Various 
White Laboratories........... H. W. Kastor...........+.+.---leMin. Spots 
Woman’s Home Companion...McCann-Erickson ...,.......+++++- %-Hours 





DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK 











ae ’ City vy Time Purenasts |Sam Hayes six-shot newscasts. 17 spots; O’Connor, Moffatt Co. (de- | 
Rosenthal’s ...........-+++00e: Baltimore. .........++.. %4-Hour aie wews KFRC: National Funding Corp. | partment store), through Ruthrauff 
Sf 2 ee FrancisC0.....seeeeeeeeeeeeees 4-Hours | (loans), through Smith & Bull, Los|& Ryan, 11 spots; Ford Motors, 
Hale eC ww ica eau San Francisco Pub ceuk Win eebwene Rabemen Spots | Angeles, participation in ‘Rise and |through McCann-Erickson, Detroit, | 
bre cred berg ts ban Raaeee se Penn aay Potrseenks iy es Py | Shine,” five days weekly for one | seven spots. 
aadway Vept. store........ 5 AAMBCIOS. ..eeeees- : s; | year; Central Bank of Oakland, | ies “a6 , nineteen 
Carsest, Pirié Scott... oc... CONOR. 5-05. 654000060% Five %-Hours Weekly | through Emile Reinhardt, 180 spots: __ Sept. 28 Compared to Sept. 21 aa | 
er De ae eh : ~ | Insurance Management Co., through Network Local National Total 
9 ‘ ; | Allied Advertising, 13 quarter-hours; Units Units Spot Units Units 
NBC S $3 879 7/9 Golden Peacock Cosmetics |Carter Products, Inc., through Spot | 9,190 4,358 2.014 15,562 
i SM Nashville Broadcasting, 522 one-minute spots;; 8,945 4,666 1,999 15,610 
‘ ’ Using Ws Keng Lydia Pinkham Medicine Co.|+2.7% -—66% +4+08% —0.3% 
Nashville, Oct. 1. through Erwin, Wasey, 65 one-min- | (Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, 
Se ember Ends | Golden Peacock cosmetics has | ute spots; Henry Doelger, Inc. (real KSFO) 
|bought a live talent script show, 


| ‘Counter No. 7’ on WSM, for airing 
‘three quarter hours a week. 

With Joyce Foster in the lead 
iseries will deal with adventures of 


Big 3d Quarter 


—_—— igirl clerk at a 
ar Trade name will not be mentioned 
NBC's time billings for last month | quring plot phase of program. 


not only established a new high for 


 WFIL’s Teaser Wires 





Philadelphia, Oct. 1. 

WFIL put on a teaser cam- | 

paign to mark the entry on its 
schedule of the Lowell Thomas- 

(NBC-blue) | 


| Sunoco programs 


‘Boosts of WJZ (133%), WEAF (65%) 
Symptomatic of N. Y.’s September Biz 





a wire reading, ‘This coming 
Monday WFIL pours new oil on 
troubled waters.’ 

Following day there was an- 
other wire, ‘Clear your desks. 
WFIL pours oil on it Monday.” | 
The third day brought can of 
Sunoco household oil. 


| 


| DETROIT PLUS 0.9% 





| Brewers, Dept. Stores, Drug and 
Food Accounts Plentiful 





Detroit, Oct. 1. 


Local units continue to pile up 
here even on the eve of the annual 


} 
e jump in the network time—an ex- 
| y cellent indication of healthy busi- 











ness. Sole decline was recorded by 
a slight drop in network time due 


come with the time change. 

| tions in advertisers have been wide- 
spread, with not only most stations 
| gaining new customers but also di- 
| versitying accounts. Brewers, de- 
| partment stores, furriers, bakers, 
j}automobiles have been inked in 
} 


DIVORCE 


San Francisco, Oct. 1. 
| KFRC’s Bill Pabst beaming as re- | 


sult of signaturing deal which gives | times a week; Lydia Pinkham, spot 
|Mutual network ‘I Want a Divorce’ | announcements, six times weekly for 
| starting Oct. 18. Biz was placed by | 13 oe y oe pane ny one 
: . \year o 5-minute musicals, six 
| Brisacher, Davis for Tea Garden times weekly. 
| Products, food account. Although | wwJ: General Mills renewed con- 
| pact was Hancocked here, show will , tract for 52 weeks, six times weekly, 
‘originate in Los Angeles. Initial io of oe — 
‘shot is for 26 weeks, half-hour week- | 5, ‘ Me >< yo alee 
‘ly at 9:30 p.m. Fridays, EST, with a | /Ummert, Cnicago, Vieutt Feabody 
| Coast ; one ” 8:30 PST Scripter ; Started Monday (Sept. 30), 15 min- 
| Ceass rep : : utes, six times weekly ‘What's News 


gets a pay ride on 31 Don Lee sta- . = 
\tions. the Arizona Network, two Ha- |i” the Stores Today,’ through Young 
‘ & Rubicam. 


ij es : 
| waiian outlets, one in Alaska (by | 
transcription), plus Mutual units in| At WYYZ Alka-Seltzer splashed 


‘New York, Chicago, Pittsburgh, | With a heavy play putting in ‘Sher- 
Cleveland, St. Louis, and Ogden. i sarong ers ree —_ 
| Mutual will sell the show locally on | “€" Seaak Phen: vin Pe — ° 
‘other outlets, program being avail- whaet > wal — * oe 
lable to balance of network on sus- nrg s <r : on . y pt. a 
\taining basis for regional disposal. | ¥" weeks of early morning 15- 
| NBC collected a prestige break for minutes for kids, patter and music, 
| itself this week by crashing exclu-  *'* times weekly. 





plentifully. 











|sive I. Magnin windows for a dis- || Sept. 28 Compared to Sept. 21. | 
|play tie-up, first time that’s been | ~~ — 
‘done. Flock of photos plugging a — Ppp ee tcc 
KGO-KPO shows linked with flash a 7 hegoed ar sy s geo 
on the new RCA personal radios. <- “ ss ana ran po 
| KPO snagged Mutual's ‘Jack Arm- | be “re Pye ro 
| 9 . . . . mene | 7: ic 1 © +0.7% + 0.9% 
poceny Pe gr erg ge Maui | (Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, 
y; Ww, WXYZ) 

bulk of Sperry (General Mills) biz) Ae) eee 
|placed by Westco agency. Chain 

| already carrying sponsor's ‘Dr. Kate’ | Segal, 10 spots; Chrysler Corp., 


| stripper five times per week, and 








estate), 46 spots; White Laboratories, | 

|Inc., through H. W. Kastor & Sons, 
|52 one-minute spots; City of Paris 
| Dry Goods Co., direct, five quarter- 
hours; Book-A-Week club, through 
H. C. Morris, five 5-minute spots; 
i James McAllister (autos), 
| Yoemans and Foote, 10 spots; Hale | KFOR, 15 minutes 5 nights a week. 
Bros. (department store), through' It’s his third air season. 


Tire Co. Hires Crier 
Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 1. 
| 


John Bentley, sports editor of the 
Journal, was sold to Kinsey Tire- 








September but helped give the net- | 
work the biggest third quarter it 
has ever had. The gross from the 
combined red and blue links the 
past month $3,879.779, which 
represents a margin of 17% over the 
$3,315,307 derived for September, ‘39 

Tally for this third quarter, the first 


was 





TO-DAY’S RADIO BUSINESS 


@ Chicago Sees Trend Away From Block Time 
Deals; Big Advertisers Over-Dominant 








| Sept. 30. Campaign opened with | + 
| 


| to be corrected swiftly next week 
as the big advertising commitments | 
Addi- 


WJKB lined up Pillsbury flour,' 
one year of 15 minutes daily, six, 


| through J. Stirling Getchell, Detroit, | 


through | Goodrich for the football season on | 


Although NBC’s WEAF and WJZ 
jare not included in New York units, 
| the spot biz garnered by these two 
|stations in September is indicative 
' 

|of the general health of the radio in- 
‘dustry in Gotham. Local time sales 
,/on WJZ were up 133% in September, 
while WEAF was 65% ahead of the 
|same month in 1939. In combination 
'the two stations licked September, 
11939, by about 95%, and during the 
| first nine months of this year over- 
shot the prior year by 66%. 

WOR, New York, already sched- 
uleqd to broadeast the Yale football 
, Sames Saturday afternons this fall, 
will also air play-by-play accounts 
of the Brooklyn Dodgers pro grid 
tilts. First four contests will be sus- 
taining, the last five sponsored by 
Schick razor. 

Schedule, starting this Friday (4) 
with a night game with Philadelphia 
j}at home, includes Pittsburgh (13) at 
home, Chicago Bears (20) away, 
Philadelphia (26) night away, Giants 
(Nov. 3) at home, Washington (10) 
at home, Cleveland (17) at home, 
(Chicago Cards (24) at home and 
| Giants (Dec. 1) at New York. 





WHN: Pepsi-Cola Co., through 
Newell-Emmett Cot, Ine., _ station- 


|break announcements, daily for 13 
| weeks; Ex-Lab, Inc., through Joseph 
|Katz Co., contract renewal for 13 
weeks; Jacob Ruppert Brewery, 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, contract 
renewal for 54 daily announcements. 

WHN, N. Y., has a daily spot cam- 
paign from Father John’s Medicine 
for 26 weeks. 


WMCA: Packard Motor Co, 
[through Young & Rubicam, an- 
/nouncements; Ex-Lax, Inc., through 
| Joseph Katz Co., 13-week contract 
|renewal, announcements; Nesile’s 
|Milk Products, Inc., through Leon 
Livingston Agenry, participation in 
Ida Bailey Allen’s program for 13 
weeks; National Schools of Los An- 
geles, through Huber Hoge & Son, 


| 
' 


seven-week contract, 21 programs 
weekly; Ford Motor Co., through 
|McCann-Erickson, Inc., announce- 


ments; Music Box Theatre, through 
| Kayton-Spiero, announcements. 
WNEW: Bulova Watch Co., through 
The Biow Co., 50 half-minute an- 
nouncements daily for 13 weeks; 
Vick Chemical Co., through Morse 
International, Inc., 10 announcements 
weekly, 26 weeks; Geppert Studios, 
through Coolidge Advertising Co., 
;‘Music Hall,’ 13 weeks; New York 
State Bureau of Milk Publicity, 
through J. M. Mathes, Inc., ‘Make 
Believe Ballroom,’ 26 weeks; General 
Foods Corp. (Walter Baker Choco- 


lates}, through Benton & Bowles, 
Inc., ‘Make Believe Ballroom,’ 52 
weeks; D’Arrigo Brothers, through 


|Chambers & Wiswell, ‘Make Believe 
Ballroom,’ 26 weeks; The Pinex Co., 
through Russel M. Seeds Co., ‘Make 
Believe Ballroom,’ 26 weeks: Charles 
Gulden, Inc., through Charles W. 
Hoyt Co., Inc., ‘Make Believe Ball- 
room,’ 26 weeks. 

| WQR: Conti Products Corporation, 
{Ine., through Birmingham, Castle- 
}man and Pierce, Inc., ‘Great Masters’; 
Packard Cars, through Young & Ru- 
bicam, 20 spot announcements; Flint 
'and Horner, three spot announce- 
mens weekly for nine weeks; Vick 
Chemical Co., through Morse Inter- 
‘national, five spot anouncements 
announceemnts weekly for 26 wecks; 
Art Metal Works, Inc. (Ronson light- 
ers), through Cecil & Presbrey, Inc., 
28 station breaks weekly for two 


| 
} 














coming under the incumbency of 


Niles Trammell as president, was Chicago, Oct. 1. 
$11,448,479, or 15° over the like Block time may be on the way out in the business 
quarter of last year. practice of the bigger stations of the nation, as these 
Of equal note is the circumstance ctations are now reported as finding that the sale of 
that the total for the 1940 third | plock time ties up too much of their schedules to too 
Quarter jis not far behind the ac-| few big advertisers and gives these few buyers such 


cumulative figure for the first quar- 
ter of 1939. The initial quarter of | 
each year is invariably the biggest 
of the year by a huge margin, with 
the third quarter rating but second 
in relative proportion. On the first 
nine months of this year NBC has a 
8ross of $36,008,335, which is 10% 
above the parallel period of 1939. 
Breakdown of this September's 
figures gives the red link $3,132,000, 
or 13.9% better than last year’s take. 
The blue was credited this time with 
$747,774, a jump of 32.4% over the 
Same link’s September, ’39 gross. 


tions rather than an aid. 


time on a volume discount basis. 


gains to get customers. 





Johnny Neblett, sportcaster at 
KWK, is ringmaster for the St. Louis 
National Horse Show at which 
Tommy Dorsey and his orch are fur- 
nishing music. 


of block sales. 





terrific bargains that the stations are getting far less 
coin than they could by having more clients. 
Baseball, musical clocks, 60-minute strips and other 
groupings of time for bargain purchases are proving 
in today’s seller’s market to be a detriment to the sta- 


Radio executives have been taking pencil to paper 
and have been startled to learn that they are losing 
a huge amount of potential revenue by selling block 
Advertisers who buy 
block time on these stations are getting too great a 
bargain, the stations insist, and the time has passed 
when stations find it necessary to give away such bar- 


Silly In Fat Market 
In the early days of radio block time volume rates 
were okay in the drive to obtain customers, but under 
today’s fat market for time, the stations feel that they 
are getting the worst of the deal on the cheap rates 


season of baseball could make more money by selling 
haif of that time to a couple of sponsors, and it is 
admitted that the $125,000 deal plus rights is just about 
the ceiling for baseball in this town. 

Procter & Gamble, General Mills and other 
sponsors buying huge chunks of time, get their quar- 
ter-hour rates down to a level that gives buyers of an 


single 15-minute strip. And the top stations which 
have steady demand for their time now figure that 
they can make far more money by restricting the 
amount of time on such a discount basis, and that there 
are enough sponsors seeking air time that would fill 
up a station’s schedule at top non-discount rates. 


Even assuming that with the elimination of block 
time sales that the station might not sell out all of its 
remaining available time, the station execs feel that 
the sale of only a portion of the remaining available 
time would add up to more actual cash at the end of 
the year, since the time would be figured on a non- 
volume basis and therefore at higher rates. 


What it means in many instances is that basic rates 
themselves have reached about their top position for 
some time to come, and only through the elimination 
of block time discounts can these big stations increase 
their revepye potential, 


ewww wnrv wm eve eae eS esceavecvrerauarun itsceaeoan ee ene eee F © sew 


big | 


hour strip a differential of 44% over buyers using a | 


weeks. 


| Sept. 28 Compared to Sept. 21 | 


Network Total 


Lecal National 
| Units Units Spet Units Units 
630 11,295 10,371 22,298 
630 11,131 10,115 21,876 
’ +1.5% +-2.5% +19% 
| *No change. 
| (Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR, 


WQXR) 





Des Moines Rosy 


Des Moines, Oct. 1. 
Gains noted this week should be 
| hypoed considerably during the next 
‘stanza because of bumper crops and 
' generally improved biz conditions. 


Sept. 28 Compared to Sept.21 | 








| Network Lecal National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 

7,031 2,891 3,838 13,760 
6,975 2,870 3,760 13,605 
| +0.8% +6.7% +2.1% +1.1% 


-eeocennne UnGuded: ARNT, KIO, WHORL 











= 
i | 
; 5 
i gd) 
H 
ai 
ae 
at he 
t Re 








46 MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 2, 1940 





ASCAP Music Festival in Frisco 


By WILLIS WERNER | 


San Francisco, Sept. 25. 


Sponsored by American Society of Com- 

posers, Authors and Publisher Stace by 
rR. H Burnside Gene Buck, master of 
ceremonies Soloists Lee Roberts leo 
Robin, Ralph Rainger Atbert Von Tilser 
Zilly Hill Harold Arlen, Judy Garlond, 
‘rnie Hiurnett, L. Wolfe Gilbert, Bert Kal- 
nar, Harry Ruby, Walter Donaldson, Car- 
ie Jaco»s Bond, Allan Lindquist, Ann 
onell, Ralph Freed, Jimmy Monaco, Joe 
Howard, Tony Martin, Jerome Kern farvy 
Armstrong Sigmund Romberg, Shelton 
irooks, Harry Warren, John Mercer, 
Timm McHugh, Peter De tose May 
Singhi Breen, Mack Gordon, Jean Schwariz, 
7. C¢ Handy, John Charles Thomas, 
George M. Cohan, Irving Berlin, lave 
Stamper. Conductors: Dr. Howard Han- 
sen, Edwin McArthur, Albert Hay Malotte, 
Sugene Heves, with San Francisco Sym- 
whony orchestra In California Coliseum, 
Treasure Island, Sept. 24, °40. 





ASCAP Day at the San Francisco 
Exposition, and the Expo itzelf, have 
vassed into memory. The show was 
cheduled for 8 p. m., but crowds 
regan piling up at the entrances to 
Salifornia Coliseum as early cs 4:50 
in the afternoon. Mob grew t9 such 
yroportions that the hancful of 
‘uards available were afraid to onen 
the doors. Short-handed due to lay- | 
offs as the Expo neared its end, it 
wasn’t until 7 p. m, that enough men 
were rounded up to risk opening the 
house, but not before one side coor 
gave way under the push, permitting 
several hundred to stream in and 
grab front seats. 

When bars finally were let down, 
rush was uncontrollable and efforts 
to hold reserved section for press 
and talent were of no avail, horde 
knocking down guards, climbing over 
benches and under ropes. By 7:30 | 
hall was packed to rafters, 20,000 | 
jammed into space intended for 12,- | 
000, and fire department ordered | 
doors closed, easier said than done. 
Barricades were necessary to pre- 
vent entrances from being carried off | 
hinges. Dense mass of thousands 
continued to block all doorways for 
distance equivalent to a city block, 
delaying start of program until 8:45 
p. m. due to inability of Gene Buck 
and Dr. Howard Hansen, who was 
to conduct initial section, to get in. 
Many members of the press never | 
got in at all and those who did found | 
their seats taken. (Among those left | 
cooling heels on fringe of crowd was 
Alfred Frankenstein, city’s top music 
crick.) 


Jovial Crowd 


Despite its unruly attitude, mob 
was in jovial mood and surprised en- 
tertainers by joining spontaneously 
in song. Eugene Heyes, conducting 
the San Francisco symphony accom- 
paniment to the composer-soloists, 
caught the spirit and ‘shushed his 


band to give folks a chance to hear | 


themselves. Talent was presented in 
front of the orchestra, with piano 
center for soloists and Gene Buck 
parked on left side of stage as com- 
mentator. Heyes was the hero of 
the evening, doing fine job of pilot- 
ing. 

Buck introduced each turn, in 
many cases taking more time for the 
intros than the actual solo 
sumed. He failed to tell folks some- 
thing of the background of the peo- 
ple he presented, sticking to repeti- 
tious platitudes which got very 
wearisome by the end of the third 
hour. A brilliant public speaker as 
a rule, this was not one of his scor- 
ing nights. 

Probably the two most significant 
events of the evening were the way 
in which the audience reached out 
and picked up their favorite tunes, 
and the uncanny silence which de- 
scended on the house when George 
M. Cohan came to the line ‘the Yanks 
are coming’ during an encore rendi- 
tion of ‘Over There.’ Vet song and 
dance man got such a terrific ova- 
tion that he took one of the evening’s 
two encores, Buck asking him to go 
into ‘Over There.’ Only other en- 
core permitted went to Hoagy Car- 
michael, who followed ‘Star Dust’ 
with ‘Little Old Lady,’ playing and 
singing. Uproar was tremendous. 

Among the top renditions of the 
evening so far as the public was 
concerned were W. C. Handy’s cor- 
net rendition of ‘St. Louis Blues,’ 
Lee Roberts’ ‘Smiles’ (which started 
the fans singing) and Albert Von 
Tilzer’s ‘Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game,’ which the customers echoed 
with gusto. 

Joe Howard Steais Show 
No ovation, however, exceeded 
that given Joe Howard, who strato- 
lined out to do a top-hat, white-glove 
and stick rendition of ‘Good-by My 
Lady Love’ and ‘Wonder Who's Kiss- 
ing Her Now.’ The 72-year-old per- 
sonality kid literally lifted the roof, 


‘terrific being an inadequate word 


in his case. 

Shelton Brooks put plenty of the 
ol’ biz into his rendition of ‘Some of 
These Days’ and garnered beaucoup 
laughs. John CharJes Thomas,.even 


, Your 


| keys. 
| with each melody as it began, round 


con- | 


after five numbers, had to come back 
and chat with the mob before they'd 
let him go. Added that it was due to 
his presence on program that affair 
was held indoors instead of in Fed- 
eral Plaza as advertised. Thomas 
did ‘Old Man River’ with Jerome 
Kern at the piano, ‘Sally, Won’t You 
Come Back’ with David Stamper ac- 
companying, and ‘Lord’s Prayer’ 
with Albert Hay Malotte conducting. 
Also piped ‘Home on the Range’ and 
‘Mighty Lak a Rose.’ 

Carrie Jacobs Bond followed ‘Per- | 
fect Day’ with her newest, ‘The Fly- | 
ing Flag,’ vocaled by Allan Lind- | 
quist. A heart-warming team were 
the Peter De Roses (May Singhi | 
Preen) doing ‘Deep Purple,’ ‘When | 
Hair Has Turned to Silver,’ 
‘Ever Been Lonely?’ and ‘Somebody 
Loves You.’ 

Portly Mack Gordon got a laugh | 
when he walked on to sing ‘Ever See 
a Dream Walking,’ while Jean 
Schwartz's ‘Chinatown’ found a 
warm spot in Frisco hearts. 

Kern and Romberg 

Jerome Kern and Sigmund Rom- 
berg could have hung around all 
night after running over the ivories 
and Jimmy Monaco had to tag ‘Six 
Lessons’ to his ‘You Made Me Love 
You.” On a program where every 
number was supreme in its field | 
Harry Armstrong provided a wallop 
just by being present, ‘Sweet Ade- | 
line’ being so traditional that few 
have ever given its composition a 
thought. They sang it with him— | 
with a will. 

The younger fans got a gasp out 
of vivacious Judy Garland, who 
stepped up to do ‘Over the Rainbow’ 
with Harold Arlen punching the 
With each introduction and 


after round of ear-shattering ap- 
plause greeted Leo Robin and Ralph | 
Ringer for ‘Love in Bloom,’ Billy | 
Hill for ‘Last Round-Up,’ Ernie Bur- 
nett for ‘My Melancholy Baby,’ | 
Wolfe Gilbert’s ‘Robert E. Lee,’ Bert | 


Kalmar and Harry Ruby with ‘Three 


| Little Words,’ Walter Donaldson for 


‘My Blue Heaven’ and ‘My Buddy,’ 
Ann Ronell’s ‘Big Bad Wolf,’ Ralph | 


| Freed doing ‘Singing in the Rain,’ 
| Harry Warren and Johnny Mercer 
|for ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ Jimmy Mc- 


Hugh and ‘Can’t Give You Any- 


| thing but Love,’ and Tony Martin’s | 
|‘All the Things You Are’ with Kern 


|at the ivories. 
| The’ whole thing finaled at mid- 
| night with Irving Berlin leading the 
|tired, happy and almost over- 
| ica.’ 

The afternoon portion of the show 
| drew 25,000 to Federal Plaza and 
presented Deems Taylor commentat- 
ing on offerings by Charles Wake- 
| field Cadman, William Grant Still, 
Edwin McArthur, Richard Hageman 
| and Dr. Howard Hansen. 





7 Song Renewals Figure 


In Von Tilzer Vs. Vogel 


| Harry Von Tilzer was examined 
before trial yesterday (Tues.) by 
| Jerry Vogel Music Co. Inc., Jimmy 
| Lucas, William Dillon, Jack Ma- 
| honey, Jennie A. Brown Tafuri, and 
| the estate of Howard Graham and 
| Jean Havey. Von Tilzer, together 
| with his publishing house, is suing 
| the aforementioned in N. Y. federal 

| court. 
It is claimed that the plaintiff ac- 





quired some seven songs written be- | 


tween 1899 and 1913, the copyrights 
to which have all been renewed. It 
is claimed: that Vogel is infringing 
by publication, and claims to have 
acquired rights to some of the songs 
from the other defendants. 

Involved songs are ‘Down on the 
Farm,’ ‘I Want a Girl, Just Like the 
Girl Who Married Dear Old Dad.’ All 
Alone,’ ‘Summertime,’ ‘T’ll Lend You 
Everything I’ve Got Except My 
Wife,” ‘When Harvest Days Are 
Over, Jessie Dear,’ ‘I Love, I Love, 


'I Love My Wife, But Oh You Kid.’ | 


'An injunction, accounting of profits 
and damages are sought. 


' Lanny Ross’ Black Labels 


| Lanny Ross cuts four test sides for 
| Victor records’ black label platters 
| next week, the first cuttin®: he has 
|/made with a major company. Singer 
recorded some songs for an _ in- 
| dependent music and record store 
several years ago, but none before 
or since. 

He'll do ‘Moonlight and Roses,’ his 
theme, ‘Marianna,’ ‘Annabella,’ an 
original written by him, and the 
standard ‘Whispering.’ Backing will 
be by a band under pianist Roy 
Bargy, the outfit that accompanies 
,-him on his CBS radio show. 








| the year. 


,the country. 


‘came to him with squawks 


| cuse yesterday 





Coast ASCAP in Move 
To Protect Copyrights 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
Richard J. Powers, Pacific western 


division supervisor for American So- | 
ciety of Composers, Authors & Pub-, NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


lishers, called in managers and field| Monday through Sunday (Sept. 23-29). 
men in the 11 western states for performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. tol AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 





Total represents accumulated 
Symbol * 


three day meeting, which gets un- | denotes film song, ¢ stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 


der way tomorrow (Wed.). 


|after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 


Chief topic up for discussion is listings. 


procedure to follow in the protection 


of copyrights against infringement 
should the ASCAP controversy with 
broadcasters continue beyond first of 





Non-Union Boston Symph 
Plays American Legion 


As Hal Redden Reddens 


Appearance of the Boston Sym- 
phony orchestra last week before the 
American Legion convention in Bos- 
ton was @ headache to Harold Red- 
den, executive chairman of the Le- 
eion’s committee on: arrangements. 
The Boston symph is noted as the 
only ranking non-union orchestra in 
Redden is first vice- 
president of the Massachusetts Fed- 
eration of Labor and an official of 
the AFL. 

First Redden heard of the sched- 
uled appearance was when local rep- 
resentatives of the musicians’ union 
about 
booking a non-union orchestra for 
the date. They demanded that the 
deal be called off. Redden discov- 
ered, however, that the contract had 
already been signed and that the Le- 
gion would have to pay, even if the 
orchestra was not permitted to play. 
So he refused to intervene and the 
date went through as scheduled, with 
local music union officials sizzling. 


Mit: Herth Departs His 
Field of Conquest, 





| 








, Syracuse, Oct. 1. | 

Milt Herth and trio closed a} 
click engagement at the Hotel Syra- | 
(Monday) and he | 
left for New York to open at the 
Roxy Friday (4). 

Hearth is credited with converting 
the hotel’s Persian Room into one 
of the liveliest spots in town and 
with being one of the few out-of- 
town units to crack the local news 


, columns. 
whelmed mob in ‘God Bless Amer- 





Court Okays U.S. Record 


Buy of Scranton Discs 

The U. S. Record Corp. 
thorized Thurs. (26) by N. Y. federal 
judge Alfred C. Coxe to borrow $2,- 
500 toward the purchase of 46,145 
Scranton Record 
Manufacturing Co. Total cost of the 
records will be $3,665. 


Petition of U. S. Record discloses 
that it had made a deal with the 


records from the 


| trumpet, sax and a short interlude on drums. 


| 


| 


Was au- | 


GRANNY 
* TITLE PUBLISHER TOT.-, 
I SR es ee ek oe nse par ek oo Ol GAO eo eR ae I hoa h'y . 38 
Practice Mawes Periect (9). foc cc ciccaseccdceds vee oecsen | ae ; 37 
EM hele SEN Uwe eed 6 66 SARE aKa KS Male a OE Robbins ....... 34 
Same Old Story (9)........ CEA sik eae nwa poke earn a4 pale RRS ae 29 
Re TO WIMP CGD io onc co ccxd cc cccdvacdacscoses Berlin ..... 28 
NG TEP OINIE COP vce cceyecdetgaccscoccanvenedon Robbins 26 
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Only Forever (5)...*Rhythm on the River.............Santly ......... 24 
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That’s for Me (8)...*Rhythm on the River............. famous ....... 22 
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Now I Lay Me Down to Dream (3)................000: Remick 2 
I Give You My Word (1)......... EE i Pee ere Seay 20 
Our Love Affair (3)...*Strike Up the Band........... 4h Saar 20 
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When the Swallows Come Back (14)................4. Witmark ...... 19 
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Blueberry Hill (12)....... Pr ea ae eee es, Cmappell ...... 17 
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Rhumboogie (5)...*Argentine Nights................. ee 
I’m Nobody’s Baby (16)...*Andy Hrrdy Meets Deb.... Feist .......... 16 
Get the Moon Out of Your Eyes (10)............ ooeoe Paramount .... 15 
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All This, and Heaven Too (15)...°ATHT. ......cccccss Remick 14 
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We Could Make Such Beautiful Music (12)............ Be Nadine 9 12 
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Record Reviews 


Tommy Tucker ‘Man Don’t Come Anymore’-‘Bartender Polka’ (Okeh 5717) 

Tucker’s original Man Who Comes Around’ got fairly wide notice. 
‘Man Don’t Come to Our House Anymore’ is an able followup. It, as did 
the first, has implications in its lyrics, but they’re not strong enough to 





discolor. Playing has enough of a lilt, though the melody isn’t quite on 
a par with its predecessor. Kerwin Somerville vocals, with a band chorus 
helping. Reverse shows Somerville as a drunk. It's different, but only 


| fair in effect. 





Will Bradley ‘Deed I Do’-‘Don’t Let It Get You’ (Columbia 35629) 
Pep and push of the rising Bradley band shows strong on the first side, 
a brisk paced thing that’s neatly arranged to show off the ensemble work 
and takeoff talent of the outfit. Latter includes a good hot trombone, 
Anita Boyer does a nice 
vocal. Reverse was apparently cut in a large studio giving it too much 
echo. Or the pressing was bad. Anyway, the record has a foggy quality 
that robs the band of its usual clarity. Arrangement alternates between 
bright and average. Miss Boyer again vocals. 
Fausto Curbello ‘Americonga’-‘Sueno Dorado’ (Columbia 35631) 
Whoever directed the recording of the first side can take credit for a 
poor job. Balance is so lopsided in favor of the rhythm almost all through 
that the side quickly becomes monotonous. Beef can also extend to the 
band’s arranging and playing of the tune. It has none of the appeal of 
even the most average Latin tempo piece. Pepito Lopez vocals. Coupling 
is smoother and a better effort all around. It’s a stringed section writing 


| with several piano breaks and a better Lopez vocal. 


| 





Ray Kinney ‘Song of Old Hawaii’-‘South Pago-Pago’ (Victor 26737) 
Kinney’s smooth Island combination is comparatively new to the Victor 
sides. The first tune is easily and effectively handled, with enough Amer- 


| lcan saxes midway to relieve the sameness of the gliding Hawaiian style. 


Scranton outfit on Sept. 21 to pur-| 


chase the records by payment of 


| 20% and the balance out of accounts | 


receivable as they came in. Records 
fo be purchased were 27,400 Varsity 


| recordings at .0717 per record, 14,695 | 
| Montgomery Ward 10 in. records at | 
| the same price, and 4,150 Montgom- | 


ery Wards at 
122: in. 
jected 


12303, these being 
On Sept. 23 the deal was re- 
by Scranton, by 


informing | 
U. S. Record Corp. that it did not! 


have sufficient capital to make the| 


pressings unless paid in full in ad- 
vance. In borrowing the $2,500 ac- 
counts receivable will be pledged. 

will be held before 
referee Irvin Kurtz on Oct. 7 in the 


| A hearing 


N. Y. federal court, at which time | 


the Scranton outfit must show cause 


why it should not be restrained from 


ejecting U. S. Record Corp. from its | 


premises in Scranton, why U. S. 
Records should not have access to 
the records or the use of the masters, 
|possession. Lastly, why Scranton 
should not be prevented from inter- 
ference with the employees of U. S. 
Record Corp. 

! U.S. Record Corp. filed a petition 
‘for reorganization on Sept. 5. Its 
two largest assets, pledged against 
loans of $20,000 by the Pligrim Trust 


| Co., included records, mothers, mas-| 


ters and stampers, valued at $140,- 
000. 

These were in the possession of 
ithe Scranton Record Manufacturing 
| Co., which had also filed a petition 
for reorganization on Aug. 31. The 
| latter corp. is attempting to sell 
| these assets free and clear, claiming 
| that U. S. Record Corp. has no right 
to them, 


| 


| 


mothers, and stampers in Scranton’s | 





Electric guitar expectedly breaks it up. Kinney vocals, and well. It’s 
backed up by the title song from a Paramount film. Tune itself suffers by 
comparison to the first side, though it’s handled without noticeable flaws. 
Kinney lyrics again. 


Duke Ellington ‘Shall Be No Night’-‘5 O’Clock Whistle’ (Victor 26748) 

Ellington has done much better. Arrangement is particularly colorless 
for him; it’s slow paced and induces a laggy reaction. Muted trumpet, sax 
and an unappealing Herb Jeffres vocal break the ensemble. ‘Whistle,’ too, 
could have been given better treatment though the arrangement does 
brighten as it rolls of. Starts dully, but fortunately begins to pick up 
around half way so isn’t entirely wasted. Late ensemble and breaks show 
flashes of solid stuff. Ivie Anderson vocals better than usual. 





Ziggy Elman ‘Deep Night’-‘Bye ’n’ Bye’ (Bluebird 10855) 

This sounds like Elman and the Benny Goodman band, or at least its 
sax and rhythm sections. Whoever accompanies the trumpeter makes 
little difference; this is one of his best sides. It packs a wallop all through 
its jumping, but moderate paced playing. Arrangement is a neat effort and 
some of the takeoffs brilliant. Trumpet work, muted and clear, and the 
Sax section stand out sharply. Coupling, at about the same speed, but 
with the hop minimized, is also likable. Reed team and a particularly 
good piano break send it home with room to spare. Long sax and trumpet 
strengthen near the finish. 





Vaughn Monroe ‘Donkey Serenade’-‘Salud, Dinero y Amor’ (Blueb’d 10866) 

Monroe’s band and vocal is strong on the ‘Donkey’ side. Arrangement 
and playing is clean and attractive. Singer’s clear baritone does a lifting 
job on the vocal. Reverse is fast, well played, but the melody and ar- 
rangement don’t have the appeal of the first side. Leader handles the 
vocal again. Band is being brought along slowly, aimed at the big time. 
It’s hibernating in Massachusetts for the time being. 





Coleman Hawkins ‘Jamaica Shout’-‘Honeysuckle Rose’ (Decca 3358) 

First side should be labelled Hawkins and his takeoff men, not an 
orchestra. It's composed of a series of breaks by Hawkins’ tenor, a riding 
trumpet, trombone, and alto all backed by rhythm. Good, but net for 
average pop consumption. Reverse is the leader’s tenor alone, a sock solo 
of the standard accompanied by piano only. It’s strong, but a full side of 
one instrument is too much to take at one sitting. It, however, probably 
isn’t intended for mass appeal. Both sides stack up as after hours Harlem 
jam sessions on wax. As such they click. 





Jimmy Wakeley, Johnny Bond and Billy Hill’s ditty, ‘Call of the Yu- 
Dick Reinhardt, comprising the|kon,’ has been bought by Republic 
Rough Riders trio, signed to cut plat- |from Shapiro-Bernstein, to be sung by 
ters for Decca, Gene Autry in ‘Melody Ranch.’ 
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Weiss, McGregor and Laskey Answer 
ASCAP; T ell Admen Music’s a Cinch 


San Francisco, Oct. 1. 
With 255,000 copyrights and 9,000 
transcriptions already available, 
radio can ignore ASCAP in ’41 if it 


so desires, Frisco broadcasters and | 


agency reps were informed in BMI's 
answer (26) to Gene Buck’s ASCAP 
blitz staged here (24). Lewis Allen 
Weiss, head of the Don Lee web, 
planed in from a New York jaunt to 
address group, supplemented by 
C. P. MacGregor, transcription exec 
from Hollywood, Phil Laskey of 
KROW, Oakland, and Ralph Brun- 
ton, KJBS-KQW. 

‘I've just come from the BMI plant 
in New York,’ Weiss told the boys, 
‘and there are more arrangers and 
music copyists working there than 
in all other music plants on the 
North American continent combined. 
If ASCAP withdraws from radio in 
‘41, the public is never going to 
know that anything has happened. 

‘ASCAP had us fooled about what 
we thought was the tremendously 
important pool of copyrights they 
controlled. We were too busy with 
the growing business of broadcast- 
ing to dig into the matter. But now 
that we have we've learned a lot of 
the trieks of the trade. We have no 


quarrel with ASCAP as such, nor | 


with anyone who has a commodity 
to sell. 
number if it wishes. What we re- 
serve is the American right to de- 


cide whether or not we want to buy | 


that commodity. The entire issue is 
our right to say whether or not we 
want to buy the damn stuff. We 
definitely are not going to pay for 
music we do not use.’ 

MacGregor outlined how the six 
major transcription companies of the 
nation got together tc study the 
situation and reached a decision to 
record all possible mnon-ASCAP 
music, 

Says MacGregor 

‘It’s purely a business proposition 
with us. If the ASCAP ban goes 
through, there will be a tremendous 
demand for non-ASCAP music,’ 
MacGregor pointed out, ‘and we 


ASCAP can charge $10 a' 





British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending Sept. 7) 











Can't LOVE VOtis oi caccicccns Day 
er are Chappell 
PUIBCMOOND 66k oo ice cs Maurice 
Singing Hills........... Connelly 
UE Fe NR is os 60 B80 oae Wood 
Fools Rush In......... Cavendish 
Tiggerty Boo............ Maurice 
Fall in Love Again...... Maurice 
ee kk errr ere Sun 
Woodpecker Song...........Sun 
— 





Revel Brothers Get An 
Extension to Settle 
Immigration Jam Fines 





| Songwriter Harry Revel and 
| brother Billy, a dancer, were granted 
a 90-day extension to pay fines of 
'$500 each for passport fraud levied 


| by a lenient federal judge last Thurs- 
day (26) in N. Y. Federal Court 
, when it was pointed out by defense 
counsel that they were unable to 
|raise the money immediately. Pair 
withdrew earlier pleas of not guilty 
and pleaded guilty to the indictment. 

Temporarily sitting in the 
federal court, Judge James P. Leamy 
of Vermont paid no heed to exhor- 
‘tations of an _ assistant attorney 


general to impose a stiff sentence. | 


Representing the defendants, Brien 
|McMahon, former Assistant United 
|States Attorney General, sought the 
|merecy of the court declaring the 
Revels were victimized five years ago 





QS ON SPOT 





APPEAL TO AFM 
IN MUSIC ‘WAR 








stantial and Personal In- 
vestments in Music Libra- 
ries Face Period of Con- 
fusion—Victims of Cross- 
fire Between ASCAP and 


Broadcasters 


N.Y. POWWOWS 





| 


By ABEL GREEN 


Both the broadcasters and the 
American Society of Composers, 





| 
| 
| 


| group of 
| (Wed.) will determine this. 





local | 


Authors and Publishers may have 
built themselves a troublesome side- 
issue in the collective guise of the 
bandleaders. A private session of a 
name maestros today 
At this 
powwow, whereat president Jack 
Rosenberg of Local 802, New York 
chapter of the American Federation 
of Musicians, will preside, it is sup- 
posed to be decided whether or not 
802 will accept the thesis that the 
broadcasters ‘own the air’ and if and 
how much ‘the public interest’ is in- 
volved and what the name maestros 
will do, if anything, about it all. 
This crucial showdown today cul- 
minates two previous luncheon pow- 
wows called by bandleader Russ 
Morgan, in the name of his con- 


temporaries. Last Thursday (26) 
| ASCAP hosted the musicians. On 
| Monday (30), Broadcast Music, Inc., 


| adjunct of the radio industry, footed 
| the bills. Today’s (Wed.) sesh will 
|be dutch at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


“5° |Wires have gone out to some 60 


by two men whom they had paid | }andleaders in the east to attend. 


$8,500 to forge their birth records. 
Case was in sharp contrast to the 
earlier trial of Communist presiden- 
‘tial candidate, Earl Browder, who 
'was sentenced to a four year term 
lin the federal pen and fined $2,000 on 


| Caught in the middle of the radio 
ivs. ASCAP squabble, the leaders 


| want to know what the new broad-| 


| casting rules about ‘three non- 


| ASCAP tunes per program’ really 


|means. Sidney M. Kaye, attorney 


‘Orchestra Leaders With Sub-| 


¥ 





| 


Higher Non-ASCAP % Expected 
From Webs; Meantime Leaders Use 
Unpublished Stuff of Own, Not BMI 





| Those Riccardis 


Philadelphia, Oct. 1. 

Stranger-than-fiction depart- 
ment: 

Once upon a time there were 
six brothers in South Philly: 
Tony, Pat, Rex, Phil, Joe and 
Sam Riccardi. 

Tony, Pat, Phil, Joe and Rex 
grew up to be bass players. 

Sam became head of the homi- 
cide squad. 

(P. S. Rex is current secre- 
tary of the Philly AFM local). 


American Record’s 406 
Settlement of Pre-1938 











American Record C . has settled 
| the litigation brought against it by 
'a flock of publishers over alleged 
|faulty royalty counts. The settle- 
|ment deals closed last week involve 
|a cash payment of around $40,000. 
| The period of underpayments named 
in the suits was two and three-fourth 
jyears preceding Dec. 31, 1938, or 
| when CBS took over the phonograph 
company. In return for calling off 
the litigation the publishers will re- 
ceive an additional 10% over what 
they had actually collected from the 
old ARC setup during this period. 
| Also defendants in the suits were 
| Brunswick Record Co. and the Co- 
|lumbia Phonograph Co. 

| The actions charging fraud and is- 
|suance of false royalty statements 
were filed with the N.Y. supreme 
|court in the summer of 1939 after 
;the publishers had instituted an 
|audit of the three companies’ books 


| the same charge. He is now free on | ..4 v.p. of BMI, disclaims that ‘three | 89d records. The suits were in be- 


wanted to have it available. To do | bail pending an appeal to the United |... ascap tunes’ mean three BMI) half of some 20 publishing firms as 


(Continued on page 50) 


GALA DETROIT 





‘ filmusicals as ‘We’re Not Dressing,’ 
\‘Love in Bloom,’ ‘Wake Up and peer 
| Live’ and ‘She Loves Me Not.’ Per- : . 


Detroit, Oct. 1. 
A heavy schedule has been lined 
up by the Detroit Symphony orches- 
tra with 45 performances listed for 
the 1940-41 season in the Masonic 
auditorium. In addition to present- 
ing many soloists, the organization 


will operate this season under the | 


guest conductor plan. Franco Ghione., 
last season’s conductor, was let out 
during the summer because of the 
fear of boxoffice prejudice against an 
Italian conductor. 

The season opens Oct. 17 with Jose 
Iturbi as soloist, and Victor Kolar 
conducting. Five independent courses 
of concerts will be offered: 14 Thurs- 
day nights, including a performance 
of Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo: six 
Friday afternoon repeat concerts of 
Preceding Thursdays; 10 Saturday 
night ‘pop’ concerts; six Saturday 
morning young people's programs, 


and six school children’s free con- 
certs, 


Soloists and conductors thus far | 


lined up are Dorothy Maynor, Jascha 
Heifetz, Gregor Piatigorsky, Richard 
Crooks, Vladimir Horowitz, Bruno 
walter, Tuano Hannikainen, Georges 

nesco, Zino Francescatti, Georges 
Miquella, Alec Templeton, 


Kotler, Percy Grainger, Samuel 


Sorin, Siguard Rascher, Fisk Jubilee | 


ee Ypsilanti Normal Choir, and 
Tederick Alexander. 





wan Smith into E] Dorado Room 
Sas Commodore Perry hotel, To- 
whith eeaing Tim Murphy's band, 
St > moved to the St. Paul hotel, 
va aul, Minn. Perry also inaugu- 
hg a floor show. 


Mischa | 


| States Supreme Court. 


Harry Revel, 37, is a _ native 


could 
tunes. 


He emphasized that 
three public domain 


| songs. 
} mean 


'represented by Harry Fox, agent and 
| trustee. Later other publishing con- 


Englishman who came to the United | Heretofore it was one ‘non-ASCAP | cerns as included in the Metro-Rob- 


| States in 1928 


| fessional pianist at the age of 15. As/)) the rule is three per program. 


a songwriter he collaborated with 
Mack Gordon on the scores of such 


haps his best known tune is ‘Did You 
Ever See a Dream Walking.’ 


; | 
Billy Revel, born in Russia, long | 


teamed with Jane Moore in a dance 
lteam known as Moore and Revel 
The brothers’ family name is Glaser. 





Los Angeles, Oct. 1. 

Appellate Court confirmed its re- 
cent ruling that music publishing 
companies maintaining branches in 
California come under the jurisdic- 
tion of California laws. Court's rul- 
ing was made in the suit brought by 
Lois Gilbert and Selma _ Shelly 
against Mills Music Co., over the 
song, ‘Blame It On My Last Affair.’ 
Case was sent back for a rehearing 
{in Superior Court. 
Publishers had alleged that Bern- 
|ard Pollack, in charge of their Cali- 
fornia office, was merely a contact 
and that all selling was handled in 
New York. 


Billy Burton Must Rest 


| Billy Burton, manager of the 
Jimmy Dorsey orchestra, left New 
York Friday (27) for a six week 
‘forced rest in New Orleans, his 
home. He’s taking the layoff under 
doctor’s orders after going through 
a fourth heart attack brought about 
by contracting 
vessels around his heart. 














| theatre, Bronx, N. Y. 


‘MUSIC FIRMS AMENABLE 
TO CAL. LAWS, RULING 


themselves as 
of this situation, despite 
reassurance that the broad- 
interests and that of the 
interpretative artists are one and the 
same. 

Eddy Duchin at Monday’s pow- 
wow (in a Waldorf-Astoria suite) 
lasked if anybody ‘could persuade 
ASCAP to come knocking on the 
broadcasters’ door, would radio 
listen?’—ail this in the hope of 
bringing both parties together. 

‘Door Always Open!’ 

As John G. Paine, g.m. of ASCAP 
at last week’s session stated, and as 
Kaye and M. E. Tompkins, BMI v.p. 
reiterated, ‘the door is always open.’ 
The phrase got quite a 
around Monday (30) since both sides 
aver a mood to dicker, yet nothing 
concrete has ever been done to get 
both factions together. 


The maestros see 
| 
the patsy 


| Kaye’s 


Here is where the musicians feel 
they can influence both sides, es- 
pecially the broadcasters; perhaps 
even force the National Labor Re- 


lations Board in Washington to step 


/in and mediate. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
' 


Rosenberg, 802 prez, head of the 
largest local of the AFM, assures the 


them up. If, of course, the union 
rules, ‘Boys, this is none of your 
business; radio pays you off and you | 
must play the tunes they dictate,’ | 
it’s agreed that that is something} 
else again. “That means,’ as one said, | 
‘T'll just have to stock up my books | 
with BMI and p.d. tunes, but first I} 


| wanna make sure that I don’t do it | 
| foolishly and then around Dec. 1 | tn 


it’s | 


both parties get together and 


cost me still more dough.’ 
Leo Reisman Says— 
There’s little question 


kicking | 


: | These 
leaders that the union will back} 


| al’s 


He became a pro !tune per show’; as of yesterday (Oct. bins, Warner Bros. and Mills Music, 


| Inc., groups made their own claims 
|} with American Record. The bulk of 
ithe settlement was handled by Fox. 
| Settlement discussions started sev- 
eral months ago with the law firm 
of Proskauer, Rose & Paskus repre- 
senting Herbert J. Yates, former 
|}owner of the American Record 
| group, and Sidney William Watten- 
| berg, the pubs in Fox’s list. Latter 

two and Walter Douglas, chairman 

of the Music Publishers Protective 
| Association, declined Monday (30) to 
| comment on the settlement. 


‘SCHIRMER OF BOSTON 
SIGNS UP WITH BMI 


Broadcast Music, Inc., last week 
tied up the performing rights of 
another catalog in the standard field 
It’s the E. T. Schirmer Co., of Bos- 
ton Latter firm specializes in glee 
club, choir and religious musi 

In the announcement sent out by 
BMI it was stated that among the 
| best known songs turned out by this 
{firm are ‘Old Lang Syne,’ ‘Home 
Sweet Home,’ ‘Believe Me If All 


Endearing Young Charms,’ 


Short Royalty Claims 





} 
} 
| 
} 
| 


Many band leaders are interpreting 
literally the networks’ rule about 
using three non-ASCAP numbers on 
their remote sustaining broadcasts 
with the result that numbers writ- 
ten by themselves or by men in their 
organizations but never assigned to 
a publisher are getting heavy play 
on their programs. In most band 
units there are two or three mem- 


| bers who have at some time or an- 
other written a song or instrumental 


number. 


Those within the broadcasting in- 
dustry who have been mastermind- 
ing the fight against ASCAP have in 
answer to leader queries given as- 
surances that there is no intention 
of compelling bands to play tunes 
published by Broadcast Music, Inc. 
The leaders figure that since they 
must obey the networks’ restrictions, 
if they are to stay on the air, the 
smart thing to do would be to pop- 
ularize their own compositions and 
then when a settlement is reached 
between radio and ASCAP turn 
them over to a publisher for further 
exploitation. 


The rule on three non-ASCAP 
numbers went into effect yesterday 
(Tuesday) and the immediate result 
was to make it tougher than ever 
for many a contactman working for 
an ASCAP publisher to get a plug. 
If a leader uses three BMI or publie 
domain numbers, he can use but two 
more ballads on his program and 
this duo must be divided among the 
entire publishing industry, or any- 
way that portion affiliated with 


| ASCAP., 


| 


| 
| 
| 





| 


| 


Some leaders have already been 
tipped off by NBC that the quota 


| of non-ASCAP numbers will, in an- 


other week or two, be pushed up to 
four and that by Dec. 1 their broad- 
cast programs will be expected to 
consist entirely of non-ASCAP nume 
bers, 


BARNET MUST 
BOOK HIMSELF 





Charlie Barnet’s suit against Con- 
solidated Radio Artists to break the 
contract between the two puts Bar- 
net’s band in a spot that will de- 
mand hustling to keep it alive. 
Leader will not accept engagements 
booked for him by CRA, and until 
his suit against the agency is settled 
he can’t be booked by any other 
office. It puts the leader and Charlie 
Weintraub, his manager, in the posi- 
tion of securing bookings on their 
Own, or giving up everything. Bar- 
net has avowed that’s what he’ll do 
if his attempt to get out of his agree- 
ment with CRA is derailed. 

All three of the bigger agencies 
would like to book Barnet, but all 


are wary of risking a suit against 
themselves. Charles Green, CRA 
head, warned other bookers at the 
beginning of the battle that the Bar- 
net band was still under hi: wing 
and any try at swiping it would 
meet with legal reprisals. So far 
Barnet’s independent booking trys 
have been successful. He set the 


‘Flow Gently Sweet Afton,’ ‘How| date at the Fiesta Danceteria, N. Y., 


Blind Mice.’ 
lic domain. 


Joe Weber In New York 


Joseph N. Weber, former prez of 
e American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, came east last week to at- 








| Lovely Is the Evening’ and ‘Three| alone and followed it up With a 
They're all in the pub-| stretch at 


the Dancing Campus, 
World’s Fair, New York, opening to- 
mofrow night (Thursday). After 
that he has a couple of theatres. But 


court fights can be long drawn out 
affairs. 





MILLER CUTS THEMER 


Gienn Miller’s band and the Mod- 


tend the meeting of the internation- | ernaires, vocal quartet, will cut for 


executive board. Weber 


| ASCAP in their general attitude, al- | summer. 


| 


Dorsey is currently at the Windsor though they reiterate under direct | 
' proved. 


(Continued on page 48) 


His health is considerably 


im- |} 
lroom Time.’ 


ceC has! Biuebird the new tune Martin Block 
that the been living in California since his} will use as a theme song for his re- 
action of blood|leaders are inclined to be pro-/|retirement from the presidency this | corded program on WNEW, N. Y, 


after Jan. 1. 
It’s called ‘It’s Make-Believe Bal!- 
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| it's a newscast, which uses no music, 
(or the Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
| which depends wholly on musi¢) can 
|mean to the chains. 


MUSIC 


Radio Maestros On Spot 


is Wednesday, October 2, 1940 | 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


























| It was here that the leaders (Week ending Sept. 26, 1940) 
Continued from page 47 laverred that they’re musicians, don’t . 

F iefl ro-them-!E. Schirmer and other catalogs, we!iknow too much about business 
ae ae an tees Banton himself | have more than enough to furnish | mathematics, | etc. This followed oF ae Se reese toeenesonthespeneruanecgnet ters Gt 
a veteran of the old RCA Victor | you with worthy musical works.’ {Kay's analysis that 280 writers of] Di Never smile Again .........scsescceeecececcececeeeess/SUN 
recording days (now it’s an NBC} Great stress right along has been | ASCAP'’s 1,100 split 97% of the roy- Raina... Witmart 
affiliate) says, ‘You can’t make me_/ put by the leaders on their position; | alty income, whereas the vast ma- ne ccientins steers 
believe that Gershwin or Berlin or that they can’t play tunes that fit | jority shared in about 1c on each $1. rede rE aaa see tener nent eens eerane shane; — a 
Youmans never existed. If we lead-| their styles; that they're partial to/ This, too, was disclaimed as being Seous ¥ Aen BA PNR coerce eoreeceerees sete ener teeees abd 
ers are told to do a musicianly job,| certain old favorites (and _ that /none of the leaders’ business. iam Minh Se a ne ee aE i | Shanir 
I want to know if radio, or anybody | doesn’t mean Strauss Waltzes or The ASCAP Luncheon eonty Sela ‘Chsythen Ag nN ae Se ; eer ve Pw () 
else. will feel we are doing our best ‘Dark Eyes’ or ‘Cielito Lindo and The maestros, despite the isola- *I'm Nobody’s Baby (‘Andy Hardy Meets Deb’). ate i tie Feist 
possible job when we haven't the | kindred old familiars in the public |tionist attitude taken by Benny Call ef the Conten Niadieces oe 
resources of the ASCAP music. In| domain), that they cannot even play| Goodman at last Thursday’s (26) am Pages So meen” cere cee eeneeees TITTTILITT TTT a 0 
other words, I must say BMI has their own theme songs as and when initial powwow, feel they are very eee odin oon Corercccvesces PTUTUITELIT TTT TE wre 
done a good job in building up a| ASCAP licenses lapse, etc. vitally concerned in the squabble. Ate sono PRL eh ) : ; os a Des RE eB ie ‘Gatien 
catalog of freshly made hits and p.d. | Owe All to Radio? Firstly, feeling that Joe Public must *All This anal ieeen: aw i "eee eR Athteg 5 ~ 
arrangements, but you'll do an even ’ 


better job 30 or 40 years from now,’ | 
which of course refers to the wealth | 
of music that only seniority of years | 
can accumulate. 
Kaye Agrees 
Kaye, in further direct-quizzing at | 
Monday’s session which was, by far, 


Kaye dodged many pointed ques- 
tions but was generally forthright 
in imparting an ‘or else’ attitude to 
the leaders. Towards the tag end of 
the four-hour luncheon pow-wow 


| Monday, George Marlo, general pro- 


fessional manager for BMI, stressed 
also that the leaders ‘owed a great 
consideration to radio,’ because the 


' first, last and always decide what 
|tunes are to be played—and not 
| radio executives. 

There is a 1917 by-law on the 
| AFM statutes that provides an em- 
ployer in a hotel, cafe, etc. may 
| ender certain tunes played, but that 
| otherwise the leaders have that 
{phase of it under their sole discre- 





*Filmusical 





| 
| 


| 








torney Finkelstein’s attitude was 
that a licensing hookup between 
KDKA and NBC, with FCC con- 
cerned in the basic issue, would an- 
swer that question; however, it’s 


NBC EXEC WELCOMES — 
ASCAP JUNKET’S DUO 





more exciting and spirited than the kilocycles ‘made’ them, but other | re Whether oa reg tg =e | still in the courts. 
ASCAP luncheon, agreed with the | leaders averred that not all were| oe ne. rt aoe ae — "Pedaeat There’s no question that the lead- | — eo ee Oct. 1. 

. ; y - | m: , radio, ¢ sides, if bands | “nee : ea Ts ’s i i elson, - head, : 
lieve. they listen to a wavelength ao een a the res an on | Communicatens Commission sue ending ete shat it doesn’t aike of one to overlook an old pal eves it he 
on the air; it’s always the artist. | eam oft on & mece-even keel ‘the public interest’ to be first con- 


That Kaye seeks an alliance with | 
the interpretative bands and other | 


Morgan and his personal manager, 
Paul Specht, himself a yesteryear 


;sidered, is the problem that the 
|leaders—who seem predisposed in 


| 


the air—be 
both. 


it bands or songs, or 
The ASCAPites feel other- 


| wise, predicated on the FCC's basic | 


is in a rival camp. To give a proper 


Rose and his wife, May 


|send off to the departing Peter De 
Singhi 


| favor of the ASCAP point of view— 


ists is plain, but that as soon as | sianas heen tions | - 
— r name bandman, reviewed a similar | must now determine for themselves, 


- | license and, more important, that ‘X’ 
‘the ASCAP monopoly is broken up,"| situation in 1924 when WJZ (New 


Breen, who came here to appear in 








the better it is all around, he 
stressed. ‘Then,’ he urged, ‘you | 
won’t have to worry if your theme) 
song will ever be taken away as, 
was Whiteman’s ‘Rhapsodie in Blue’ | 
when the Warners broke away from 
ASCAP in 1936 and were off the air 
for six months, and much of Victor 
Herbert, almost all of Gershwin, and | 
a host of your topflight musical and | 
operetta composers were not heard | 
on the airwaves in all those months.’ | 

Pursued whether BMI or the 
broadcasters Would insist on so Many | 
public domain works on the air, | 
Kaye admitted that if the ASCAP- | 
radio feud were healed ‘there would 
be no need to impose artificial re- | 
quirements on artists.’ 


Radio’s Three Courses | 

‘But now we have three_ courses,’ 
he said. ‘Either pay and play ASCAP 
music, don’t pay and play ASCAP 
music and suffer heavy fines and 
possibly jail, which makes it illegal, 
or, thirdly, don’t use their music al- 


together. We've chosen the latter. 
Hence, in order to cushion the 
breach when Dec. 31, 1940 comes | 


around, and our licenses lapse, we’ve 
started building up the BMI catalog. 
Maybe if we had another year until 
1942, it wouldn’t be so harsh on you 
fellows, but we feel that with the 
130 tunes we've gotten out 


we'll publish next month, etc., plus 
the Sesac, Ricordi, Southern Music, 











“The Sweetest Music by Far” 
as styled by 
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| licenses, but Kaye said he couldn't 


|said that the new ASCAP contract | 


this | 
month, for example, of which 30 are | 
originals and 100 p.d.s, and the 200 | 


York) and ASCAP were feuding 
when the proposition of individual 
license fees was brought up. They 
wanted to know, supposing that after 
Jan. 1, the leaders paid for their own 


talk for the broadcasters. 

Only about half the number 
showed up Monday as did _ last 
Thursday when the attendance num- 
bered 105 leaders, some with their 





managers and/or lawyer-agents. 
However, the BMI-hosted session 
was twice as heated because, by | 


then, thé over-the-weekend master- 
minding had unloosened many kinks 
in the mental stance on this prob- 
lem. 

Duchin brought up that Paine had | 


| 
} 
demands meant only $1,000,000 in- | 


crease; Kaye was saying it ran into | 
$4,000,000 or $5,000,000 more. (Latter 


before the AFM takes any action. 

Today’s (Wednesday) get-together, 
with Lecal 802 prez Jack Rosenberg 
in the chair, will see a course of 
action planned, which, many be- 
lieve, will project AFM president 
James C. Petrillo into the picture as 
mediator or, at least, as an ultima- 
tum-giver. 

It’s Their Business 

Thus, the bandleaders seem to 
have precipitated a more direct step 
towards mediation than has been 
apparent until now. As a matter of 
fact, as the Dec. 31, 1940, deadline 
approaches, the Lindy quarterbacks, 


|in this tussle as to what maestro 
should carry the ball for what 
music group. (ASCAP or BMI) 
have been urging Variety to step 


into this situation, somehow, and at- 
tempt to have both parties sit down 
and make a deal. The answer to 
the music publishers and_song- 


amplified it meant 500-600% increase | writers, as it has been to some few 
\for the networks.) Not individual | in radio who had a similar thought 


stations. 


Johnny O’Connor’s Slant 
Kaye went into the kinks th 
|caused both sides to pout at each 
other, whereupon Johnny O’Connor, 
himself a publisher-member of the 
ASCAP board, took the floor, but not 
jas an ASCAPite (as which he'd be 
persona non grata at this meeting) 
but as manager for Fred Waring. 
| O’Connor wanted to know why 
|ASCAP and/or the 
threw proffered contracts on the 
floor; that if his sponsor, for example, 
were to mail him back a contract at 
a 50% cut he’d not throw it away in 


same building (RCA) with ASCAP, 
but it is impossible to get together. 
Duchin here interposed that possibly 
he or the union could effect a con- 
tact, but the sum and substance was 
the leaders didn’t care about ASCAP 
vs. Radio—they were worried about 
themselves, and where they stand in 
this turmoil. 

Morgan said he had $65,000 invested 
in his band; he had built up a very 
valuable library of music but now 
what was he to do with it if he 
couldn’t use it on the air? Kaye con- 
curred it was ‘a very disagreeable 
spot’ but because of that he suggested 
the leaders would be foolhardy to 
hang on tu the hope that this scrap 
will be settled by midnight, come 
next New Year’s, because then they’ll 
find themselves in a very awkward 
spot. 

This came to ‘dictation of the air,’ 
and special resentment now that at 
least two BMI tunes must be played 
in the first 15 minutes of each 30- 
minute broadcast. WOR was cited 
as having inducted this supplemen- 
tary specification. Kaye was sur- 
prised, but Duchin, with studious 


is; it’s so that ‘Practice Makes Per- 
fect’ isn’t heard at 11:27 p.m., and 
then the next band doesn’t repeat it 
at 11:34, for example, hence this 


delay between plugs for BMI’s ‘Prac- 

| tise Makes. Perfect’ or ‘There I Go,’ 
which are their current plug songs.’ 
(Incidentally, ‘There I Go’ and ‘Prac- 
tice’ are No. 1-2 on the ‘most played’ 
this week.] 


Won’t Pay More 


Kaye also answered a direct ques- 
tion that the ASCAP issue wasn’t 
one of paying less for a renewal but 
refusal to pay more, citing what 








Wr. 


ie 


742% of the commercials (whether 


broadcasters | 


disgust—he’d take it over to the 
agency and want to know why. 
O’Connor cited that NBC is in the | 


| Maivate, observed, ‘I know why that | 


spotting insures at least a 15-minute | 


was that the paid officers of the re- 
spective organizations are certainly 
fully qualified to settle their own 


at disputes to their own satisfaction. 


| Fact remains that the majority of 
maestros have two major stakes in 
| the situation. Most importantly js 
| the fact that the larger number o 
| leaders are un-‘sponsored,’ and it's 
| their sustaining buildup and per- 
formance that determines their like- 
| lihood for a possible commercial.. 

| A secondary issue, not as eco- 
nomically important but by no 
| means insignificant, is the fact that 
|the maestros are congenitally pre- 
disposed in favor of ASCAP through 
| past association, friendship and, in 
| cases like maestro-songsmiths on the 
order of Morgan, Arnold Johnson, 
|Ted Fio-Rito, Rudy Vallee, Ben 
| ‘Bernie, Frank Black, Abe Lyman, 
|Larry Clinton, Xavier Cugat, Duke 
| Ellington, Isham Jones, Johnny 
|Green, Wayne King, Erno Rapee, 
| Werner Jannsen, Fats Waller, Wal- 
|ter Damrosch, to name a few, also 
by being members of the Society. 
Big Turnout 

| Expecting under 50, some 100 
leaders showed up at the ASCAP 
|luncheon. Benny Goodman's §atti- 
|tude seemed to create a tender spot 
|right along to the degree that, after 
|the luncheon confab proper broke 
up at 3:30, many of the boys—to 
whom the 1 p.m. conclave was ‘the 
middie of the night 
cided to air their views around the 
Toots Shor bar downstairs. Many 
| didn’t click with Goodman’s attitude 
{that this scrap was none of their 
| concern, and because tomorrow 
|(Thurs.) is the regular board meet- 
ing of Local 802, it was decided to 


rush through a meeting today 
(Wed.). 
It’s proposed that a committee 


representing the leaders and the 
‘union meet with ASCAP and BMI 
to clarify how the musicians feel in 
this situation, and from that point it’s 
up to the respective factions how the 
leaders’ rights are to be respected, 
or otherwise. 

Representing Schwartz & Froh- 
lich, ASCAP’s attorneys, was Her- 
man Finkelstein who was vague in 
answer to a direct query whether 
radio had the right to dictate what 
tunes were to be played, and to bar 
bands off the air if they didn’t fall 
in line. Ted Fio-Rito said this was 
so important to him he’s flying in 
‘from his engagement in Chicago to 
attend today’s session since, actually, 
only the leaders in the east (around 
New York, New Jersey and Connec- 
ticut) were expected to attend. At- 





anyway’ —de- | 


quantity known as ‘the public inter- 
est.’ 

Differing further from Benny 
Goodman's attitude not to be put in 
ithe middle, the general essence of 
'maestros, as result of both luncheon 
powwows, is that they’d rather know 
where they stand now, before it’s too 
late and they haven’t been taken into 
consideration. Accordingly, said 
Aaron Goldmark, of Mitchell Ayres’ 
band (it’s a cooperative organiza- 
tion, and he is one of the partners 
\therein), he feels he was speaking 
'for many another band when he ob- 
served that ‘these meetings have 
brought something about after all, 
| because we now know we will re- 
|ceive consideration in the radio vs. 
| ASCAP situation.’ 

It’s apparent that whatever the 
leaders decide the union will back 
them up—and how strongly they will 
go out on a limb, in behalf of 
ASCAP, despite the consideration of 
i‘a radio wire,’ is just how strong 
ithe position that ASCAP may enjoy 
|in this tussle with the broadcasters. 

Others who spoke at the ASCAP 
powwow were Isham Jones, Paul 
Specht, Barry Winton. In 
| ance, 
cited: Josef Bonime, Nat Shilkret, 





~ |Leo Reisman, Sleepy Hall, Eddie Le 


| Baron, Stuff Smith, Meyer Davis (the 


| only one who scrammed a bit ahead | 


lof schedule, owing to a Long Island 
|society band date), Paul Tisen, Eddie 
|Varzos, Johnny Johnson, Johnny 
| Long, 
|Zinn Arthur, Arthur Ravel, Van 
Alexander, Mike Riley, Glenn Garr, 
| Barry Winton, Ray Heatherton, 
Mitchell Ayres, Gus Steck, Gray 
Gordon, Cecil Golly, Bobby Day, Al 
Kavelin, Ray Kinney, Ben Cutler, 
Lang Thompson, Pancho, Tony Pas- 
tor, Arnold Johnson, 

Band agents - managers - attorneys 
|included Ben Zucker, H. W. Leavy, 
Herbert Crosby, Charles Garr, Bill 
Savitt, Lou Sherwood, Gerald Gau- 
| dette, John Gluskin, Johnny O’Con- 
|nor, Eddie Brandt, John R. Andrew, 
Hymie Bushel, Bert Gervis, Charles 
| Weintraub, Bernard L. Miller, Joe 
Glaser, Charles Miller, Tommy Mor- 
|ton, Eddie Lowth, Willard Alexan- 
| der, Nat Lefkowitz, Ed Kirkeby, 
| Mike Vallon, Laszo Bartal, Tommy 
| Rockwell, Corky O’Keefe, William 
Frederick, Gordon Williamson, Ed 
| Fishman, Taps, Jimmy Peppe, Ar- 
thur Michaud, Sidney Mills, Harold 
Oxley. ; 
| Also present was Bob Miller, head 
of the songpluggers’ association, the 
| Professional Music Men, Inc., which 


gers take the attitude that, as it now 
stands, the softest job in the world 
is that of George Marlo, professional 
head of BMI, who gets $300 a week 
salary and $110 weekly expense ac- 
count, and all he need do—what with 
the radio stations dictating how 
many BMI tunes per broadcast be 
played, at least at this moment—is 
just send out orchestra orchestra- 
tions. ’That’s the softest touch in the 
world,’ to quote one song contact 
man. ‘While we gotta knock our- 


the new tunes and they’re played, or 
else,’ : 





Ben Franklin’s Garden Terrace in 
Philly today (Wed). 





Bob Wills and his Texas Playboys 
moved into a featured spot in ‘Okla- 





at Monogram, 


attend- | 
in addition to those already | 


King Johnson, Jack Denny, | 


is also vitally concerned. The plug- | 


selves out making the rounds, land- | 
ing plugs, ete., BMI just sends out | 


Bill McCune’s orch opens at the | 


homa Bound,’ the Tex Ritter musical | 
i 


ithe ASCAP show, Nelson sent a 


|/piano, Happy Gordon's Rangers, 
Rosie and her Guitar, Armand 
‘Girard, bass-baritone, the Three 


Cheers and Mary Milford to the 
|depot with them. For half an hour 
: before the train pulled out, the gang 
|trouped De Rose melodies with Larry 


Keating m.c.ing. 


| Whole affair was cut with portable 
recording outfit, quarter-hour of 
same being released over KPO at 9 
that same evening (25). 





Woody Herman Negotiates 
Quick New Yorker Return 


Woody Herman band is currently 
completing details of resigning to go 
back into the New Yorker hotel, N. 
Y., for a 13-week stretch beginning 
around the first of the year. Outfit 
has been there since Aug. 8 and 
withdraws Oct. 9 to pick up theatre 
and one-night dates. It opens the 
Strand theatre, N. Y., for three 
weeks Oct. 18, coupled to the film 
‘Knute Rockne, All American.’ 


Reason for the quick return date 
on Herman is that the combination 
of the band and ice show now at the 
|hotel’s Terrace Room has averaged 
| consistently better business than the 
spot has pulled in at least three 
years. It is reported more than 
25% better than the same period last 
| year, 


build 
iz 
with, (feydile 


SOUND SYSTEMS 


| You can’t expect Big-Time money ae 
crowds ean hear you at your best. Take 
a tip from top-notch bands, artiste, 
variety shows—pick Lafayette P. A., a” 
get highest tone fidelity. 

There’s a Lafayette Sound System de- 
signed to meet your specific require- 
ments because there’s a Lafayette— 
fixed or portable—for every P. A. need. 
At LOWEST PRICES, too! A pioneer 
in Sound, Lafayette with its experience 
ean offer you quality PLUS economy. 
| Find out for yourself. Send for FREE 
copy of Lafayette’s great, new catalog. 
Write TODAY. Dept. 67KA. 


| LAFAYETTE RADIO CORP. 


100 SIXTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, WN. Y. 
901 W. JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILL. 
265 PEACHTREE STREET, ATLANTA, GA. 
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BRONX, NW. Y. © JAMAICA, L. b. 


— 


—— 


JIMMIE 
LUNCEFORD 


And HIS ORCHESTRA 
RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge, Larger amount designates weekend and 


holiday price.) 


Covers Total 





| 
| 


Weeks Past Covers 

mand Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin......Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50)............. - 3 1,225 4,300 
Ray Heatherton...Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)........... oo I 300 500 | 
Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 7 2,175 14,100 
Ray Kinney*.....-Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 20 =1,475 25,350 
Russ Morgan.....ePennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... ot 950 8.495 
Tony Pastor....-.Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)............ . 0 400 +400 


—— 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw, 13 days. 


floor show, although the band is the 





ives Collegians 
Free Sample Of 


His Dance Music 


_— 





Birmingham, Oct. 1. 
A new advertising gag was sprung 
by Milton Christian and his 12-piece 


orchestra here Saturday night (21). | 


Christian rented the National Guard 
armory, capacity 4,000, and invited 
all fraternities and sororities at the 
two local colleges to enjoy a dance 
at his expense. 

The turnout overfiowed the arm- 
ory, brought pleased response from 
the collegians and probably paved 
the way for future engagements. 
Both college newspapers gave Chris- 
tian plenty of space, hailing the stunt 
with praise. 


ROCHESTER BOOKINGS 
CAUSE SOME WONDER 


Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 1. 


Too many bookers of name bands 
threaten to oversupply local mar- 
ket, never regarded as too favor- 
able. For years the musicians passed 
up Rochester for cities like Batavia, 
where they did all right, and it took 
a firemen’s or policemen’s bal] to 
bring a topnotch outfit here. 

Now three groups are booking in 
bands. Group headed by George 
Lloyd has Harry James outfit set 
for Oct. 16 and Abe Hamsa, who re- 
cently brought Cab Calloway, had 
booked another band for Oct. 12, but 
now may change the date. Mean- 
time, the Big Ten Club, which has 
done well with previous attempts is 
reported negotiating with three in 
series, Count Basle, Duke Ellington 
and Jimmie Lunceford. 








‘So Long, Pal’ Surprise 
Party for Manie Sacks 


Before shifting from Music Corp. 
| of America to Columbia Records 
| last week Manie Sacks was tendered 
a surprise farewell party by MCA 
execs. On his final day at MCA 
Sacks was presented with a wrist 
watch and other momentos by the 
| agency’s heads and staff. Work he 
| left at MCA will be split up among 
| Biily Goodheart, Charles Miller, 
Russ,Lyon and Irving Lazar, 

| Sacks started as head of Colum- 
|bia’s pop platter section Monday 
(20). He’s to be boss of all that 
| transpires in regard to the 35c. 
_Okeh and 50c. Columbia sides, ex- 
cept. actual recording of bands which 
John Hammond Jr. and Morty Palitz 
| will continue to supervise, Joe Hig- 
| gins will be general aide to Sacks. 


| 
LOUISE McNAMARA DUKE 








REHEARSES MALE BAND 





Louise (McNamara) Duke, band- 
leading daughter of an exec of fhe 
International Liquor Co., is current- 
ly rehearsing a new all male band in 
New York. Band is supposed to be 
under consideration for an east side 
spot. 

She’s been leading bands for some 

'time, but did most of it in Europe 


and was forced back to this coun- | 


try some months ago by conditions 
| there. 





| Rollie Bundick Retires 


For Symphony Try 








Band Bookings 


Count Basie, Oct. 10, Arena, Blue- 
field, W. Va.; Arena, Beckley, W. Va.; 
12, Armory, Charleston, W. Va.; 18, 











Apollo theatre, New York. | 


Jan Savitt, Nov. 1, Massachusetts | 
Institute Technology, Boston. 
Russ Morgan, Oct. 8, Arcadia B., 





New York; 9, Coliseum, Allentown, 


Pa.; 10, Mecca Temple, Scranton, Pa.; | 


11, Armory, Kingston, N. Y.; 12, Led- 
ger B., Yark, Pa.; 13, Raritan B., 
Perth Amboy, N. J. 

Ben Bernie, Oct. 4, Tobacco Festi- 
val, Greenville, S. C. 

Biltmore Boys, Oct. 9, five weeks, 
Park Plaza hotel, St. Louis. 


Will Bradley, Oct. 16, Empire Aud, | 


Allentown, Pa.; 21, Olympia theatre, 
Altoona, Pa.; 22, State theatre, Con- 
nellsville, Pa.; 23, Penn theatre, But- 
ler, Pa. 

Ben Cutler, Oct. 17, one-night, Ed- 
ison hotel, New York. 

Al Donahue, Oct. 25-26, Astor the- 
atre, Reading, Pa. 

Duke Ellington, Oct. 26, Miramar 
B., Gary, Ind. 


Noisy Jitterbugs 
Enter Realm Of 





Local Politics 





> 


St. Louis, Oct. 1. 
A juke box that furnished music 
for alfresco. dancing for East St. 
Louis jitterbugs at a combo filling 


nors and the young ‘uns are up in 


Complaints of residents near 


brought about action. 





| of the combo joint was cashing in as 
|} terpers did their stuff on the con- 


crete apron. The hot music at- 


spectators were separated from the 
dancers by rope barricades. When 
the stop order became effective the 
| neighbors sighed with relief. The 
same night the jitterbugs, denied 
| their favorite recreation by a bunch 

















BING CROSBY’S 
Ballad Hit from Paramount’s 
“Rhythm On the River” 


ONLY 
FOREVER 


by Burke and Monaco 
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Glenn Miller's pop dance com- | o¢ burly cops, arose enmasse, organ- 
bination lost Rollie Bundick, its base | j70q a nl os approximately 100 and 
player last week. He bowed out Of | troxed a mile to Connors’ home to 


a lucrative spot with the much-in- ocal t 
demand Miller group to study music. lodge & vocal protest. 
The Mayor was out of town so the 


His aim is to have a go at sym-| . ’ ; 
jitterbugs disturbed his neighbors 


phony work. , : 
} Trigger Alpert replaced him. with a demonstration that lasted 
most of the night. When hizzoner 








| CLEVELAND IS NEEDED 


Consolidated and Phil Brown Re- 
turn to Ohie City 


to square himself with his neighbors. 


ART ST. JOHN WILL 











Consolidated Radio Artists re- 
| opened its Cleveland office Monday 
(30). Phil Brown, who had headed 
it and was shifted to Chicago when Art St. John, sax player with the 
it was closed three months ago, is | Jack Teagarden band, bows out of 
back. CRA explained that the orig- | that crew this week to go into the 
_inal closing was an experiment to | Government’s air service program. 
determine if the territory could be | He has a Lieutenant’s commission 








more economically handled from 
Chicago. It didn’t work. 


| and will become a trainer of pilots. 
| An experienced air jockey, St. John 


Bob Saunders remains as head of | and Teagarden often flew their own 
the Chi office. He had been rumored | Planes from place to place while out 








|} as out. 
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Hit Producer !— DARRYL F ZANUCK 


Hit Picture /— Down Argentine Way 


Hit Writers /! — Mock Gordon and Harry Warren 


TWO DREAMS MET 
DOWN ARGENTINA WAY 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc.+ 1629 Broadway, New York 
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MULE Ue EP 


HERB REIS, Prof. Mgr. 


He’s been with 
latter formed 
leaving Paul 


one one-night tours. 
Teagarden since the 
first band after 
Whiteman. 
St. John will be replaced by Butch 
Stone, sax-vocalist and comedian, 
who has been with Van Alexander’s 
outfit. Alexander has been doing 
only one or two single night dates a 
week lately, mostly on weekends, 
while batonning a band on WOR- 
| Mutual’s ‘Laff ’n Swing Club’ pro- 
| gram. Stone replaces St. John af- 
ter Teagarden’s current date at the 
Adams theatre, Newark. 





BASIE DRAWS 3,700 





Birmingham Aud. 





Birmingham, Oct. 1. 
Despite heavy rain and high wind, 
Count Basie orchestra packed the 
municipal auditorium here Wednes- 





| day (25) with 3,700 all-Negro cus- 
tomers. It came near the all-time 
high draw (4,101) set last year by 


Jimmie Lunceford. 


gross of $3,053. 


Five Year Probation for Leaders 


Of Bootleg 


7x 


Songsheet Racket 





a 








Shaw, Bernie Coast Dates 


Los Angeles, Oct. 1. | 
Artie Shaw opens at the Victor 
Hugo in Beverly Hills Oct. 25 and'! 


may stay on until Ben Bernie comes 








| 
| 
} 


station and hot dog stand has been | Hotel management also agreed to 
silenced by Hizzoner John T. Con- | give the local boys better breaks in 


| 


arms against the mayoralty edict. | 


the | non-union 
Park-ette on State street against the | ¢ootbal] hop on 


nightly rumpus causing loss of sleep | 


Prior to last week the proprietor | that 


| 


in Christmas Day. 
Matty Malneck, current at the spot, 
is considering a Chicago nitery offer. 





| 


| 


Milwaukee Local Enforces | 
More Home Town Breaks 


From Hotel, University 





Milwaukee, Oct. 1. 
Milwaukee Musicians’ association, | 
Local No. 8 (A.F.M.) has new deals | 
with the Hotel Schroeder and Mar- | 
quette University, assuring a number 
of choice jobs for some weeks to, 
come. | 
Empire Room of the Hotel Schroe- 
der lately has been using only im- | 
ported orchestras, to the exclusion 
of members of the local union. Voll- 
mer Dahlstrand, president of the or- 
ganized’ musickers, went into a 
huddle with the management over 
the situation, with the result that a 
couple of name bands were cancelled 
out and replaced with two local out- 
fits that are favorites with the dan- 


cers, but have difficulty getting the | 


breaks—Billy Baer’s swingsters, who 
will go to the Empire Room for two 
weeks starting Oct. 9, and Stephen 
Swedish’s orchestra, starting Nov. 19. 


Newark, Oct. 1, 
Fines and probation periods were 
meted out to four persons who 
pleaded guilty last week before Fed- 
eral Judge R. C. Wycke of distribut- 
ing bootleg songsheets. John San- 
tangelo, of Derby, Conn., and Domi- 
nick Mancini, of Bronx, N. Y., de- 
scribed by government agents as be- 
ing among the biggest wholesalers of 
such sheets in the east, were each 
fined $100 and put on probation for 
five years. The judge warned this 
wosome that if they were again ar- 
rested they would be fined $1,000 and 

sentenced to prison for two years. 
Dominick Costaldo, of Yonkers, 
N. Y.,,and John Innani, Derby, were 
each fined $50 and put on three 
years’ probation. Santangelo was 
convicted of a similar offense in Con- 
necticut and is out on bail pending 

an appeal from a prison sentence, 


RHUMBA FLAVOR FOR 
STATLER BIZ HYPO 


Cleveland, Sept. 24. 


Statler’s Terrace Room is breaking 
out with a rhumba rash Oct. 7, ac- 
quiring Jose Morand’s Cuban orches- 
tra and several conga dance teams 
for its winter preem. 

Jack Hennessey, entertainment 
head of the Statler wheel, is here 
shaking up the entire room to get 
rid of the frigid ultra-conservative 











the future. 

Marquette University argument 
arose when the students engaged a 
band for their annual 
Friday night (27), 
the first varsity dance of the season. 
Dahlstrand at once 
if the non-union musicians 
played the date, there would he ro 


| union orchestra available for any 


| university function 
| tracted such large crowds that the | 


for 
mids, 


the enure 


season—proms, hops, com- 


|mencement festivities, etc., and this 


would apply to all fraternity and 
sorority parties as well as to larger 
affairs. This would bar such name 
bands as have played for these major 


served notice | 


| 


} 


| 


Near-Record for Negro Event in | 


| Martel Brett, promoter, reported a | 


= | 
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| 


events in the past—Kay Kyser, Hor- 
|} ace Heidt, Jan Garber, Ted Fiorito, 
Ace Brigode, etc. and the student 
body was up in arms at this pros- 
pect, 
Result: 
Charles Cobeen, manager of student 
affairs. It was agreed to let the non- 
union band play for the football hop, 


returned home it took him two days | 88 contracted, but only union bands 


| Will play for any other event; in fact, 
contracts were signed on the spot 
for Stephen Swedish’s orchestra to 
play five varsity social events during 
the season and Billy Baer’s band to 





TRAIN PILOTS FOR US, ===" 


Dahlstrand huddled with | 


|atmosphere which placed it on the 
wrong side of ledger last year. Dec- 
| orations as well as costumes of some 
‘of the help are going Latin-American 
in atmosphere, patterned after New 
| York’s LaConga Club where Morand 
played last season. 

| Originally Hennessey had hoped to 
get Xavier Cugat for opener, but ne- 
gotiations blew up when Cugat 
discovered hotel appearance would 
jeopardize a vaude date at RKO 
Palace here. Ramon Armengod, 
| tenor labeled ‘Mexico’s Bing Cros- 
| by,’ coming from Fefe’s Monte 
|Carlo in New York to join Morand’s 
| Latins as vocalist. Besides Lola and 
| Andre with their LaConga troupe in 
|its floor revues, the Terrace Room 
is adding three Arthur Murray 
irhumba teams from Sam Costello’s 
| studio to shag up dance contests with 
(/a new guessing-prize angle. 

| Although late in reaching Cleve- 
land, the rhumba-conga fever is 
|nipping the town badly. Launched 
| by Manuel Contreras gourd-rattlers, 
|Tony Ellis’ new LaConga Club on 
| the outskirts has hit a bonanza stride 
|and another joint in Cuban decor 
is slated for the main drag next 
‘month. Impresarios of this venture 
|}are Sanford (Sweeney) Mann and 
|Gene Warner whe took over the Gay 
'Baree, buying out Hazel Crowe. 

















Each 


NO. 1 
vardiana, 


Roar, Lion, Roar, 
On Pennsylvania, 


(Eastern): 
Fight 


Grid March, Fight Away, The Violet, 


NO. 2 (Western): On Wisconsin, Mic 
diana Fight, Halil to the Orange, 
March, etc. 


NO. 3 (Southern): Washington and I 


i Uw 
Frogs, etc. 
NO. 4 (East-South): Fight for the 


Roll on Tulane, Hail 8. 


ette, Victory (Penn. State), Vanderbil 

Tearing, etc. 

of the Stanford Red, Fight On for Old 
YOU’LL NEED ALL 


Price $1.50 per Mec 


Extra Part 
AT ALL 
Write for Free College 


World’s Foremost Publisher of 








FOOTBALL 


SONG HITS 


(FOR ORCHESTRA) 


394 Famous Songs — 5 Famous Folios 
10 or 12 Songs in Each Medley, Playable Separately or in a Group 
Arrangement Complete for Modern Orchestra 


IDEAL FOR DANCE, CONCERT and RADIO 
CONTENTS INCLUDE 

Far 

Temple, Fight, Cheer for Old Amherst, Colgate Invictus, Princeton Tiger 


For the Honor of Old Purdue, 
Rockne of Notre Dame, Marck of the Maroons, Hail to California, Ohio State 


Texas, Rambling Wreck from Georgia Tech, Fight, Vole, Fight, Cheer for 
: M. 


(Duke), V. M. I. Spirit, 0. Davidson, Orange and Blue (Florida), On Lafay- 


NO. 5 (West-Far West): Hail to Pitt, Oskee-Wow-Wow, Carmen Ohio, In- 
diana Victory, Stand Up for Blue and Gold, Wash. State Fight Song, Sons 


FOR COLLEGE NIGHTS 


DEALERS OR MAILED DIRECT 


THORNTON W. ALLEN COMPANY | 


4 Riverside Drive, New York City 
“IF IT’S COLLEGE MUSIC, ASK ALLEN” 


Har- 
Fight, 


As the Backs Go Tearing By, 
Above Cayuga’s Waters, 


etc. 


*higan Victors, Minnesota Rouser, In- 


Knute 
ze Swing, Aggie War Hymn, Eyes of 
U., Auburn Victory March, Horned 
Glory of Carnegie, Blue and White 
t Forever, Fight You Tigers, Rearing, 


St. Mary's (Cal.), Let’s Go Trojan, etc. 
OF THESE FOLIOS 





lley ($7.00 the Set) 


s Available 


Catalogue and Bulletins 


College Songs and Song Books 
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Band Reviews 


Joe Bishop to Saranac 


| Joe Bishop, flugel horn player, ar- 
ranger and songwriter, and one of 











ARTIE SHAW ORCHESTRA (22) | 
Rose Room, Palace Hotel, S.F. 


Something new on a hotel plat- 
form is Artie Shaw’s 22-man ‘ex- 
perimental’ aggregation. Boys can 
still get so hot that the dancers just 
stop stepping and watch, but thanks 
to a new nine-piece string unit, the) 
band can also waft out melody of 
equal sweetness. 

That string section—six violins, 
two violas and a cello—represents 
the first step toward achievement of 
Shaw's great ambition to build a | 
genuinely American ‘concert’ or- 
chestra, and is the nucleus for what 
he hopes will become a 45-piece 
unit. Balance of the band comprises 
three trumpets, two trombones, four 
sax and four rhythm. 3 
novelty is the addition of a harpsi- 
chord, doubled by pianist Johnny 
Guarnieri. 

With Lennie Hayton handling the 
arrangements, Shaw is weaving his 
pet strings in and out so that they 
add lustre and never show up where 
they don’t belong. When the band 
is waxing torrid, the fiddles rest. As 
caught here, a gentler rhythm runs 
through Shaw’s programs, inter- 
spersed with sizzling jivers for 
which Shaw is noted and then 
swinging the other way to give the 
strings a chance. Shaw is breaking 
these strings to ‘em gently and is) 


Another | 


{ 


_staying off the air until the band is 


more seasoned, but the overall effect | 
is good. From a dancing standpoint, | 
varying the pace spreads the appeal ' 
over a wider range in this particu-| 
lar spot. 


As for that concert idea, which 
Shaw insists will break this fall or) 
never, he contends the reason there | 
aren't more Gershwins on tap isn’t) 
because they don’t exist but because | 
there is no spot for them to debut. | 
Points out he himself has looked | 
over countless scores around the! 
country from which some real gems | 
could be mined, except for fact there | 
isn’t a band in existence set up to| 
handle them. He’s deadly serious | 
about it and is backing the theory | 
with cash and no idea of immediate | 
profit. If it clicks, he’s got a career | 
carved out for himself. 

The present band also has pro- 
vision for a hot six-man intermission 
unit comprising drums, bass viol, | 
electric guitar, harpsichord, trumpet | 
and clarinet, | 

Personnel of the Shaw troupe, 


seine ee vcars of age, sxeeter| BUFFALO'S NEW ESQUIRE 


'started with an octet on the Keith 


the owners of the Woody Herman 
| band, retires to Saranac, New York, 
tomorrow (Thursday). In poor 


prove a neat base for the outfit’s 
quieter arrangements. Latter are 
something different for the jive, 

their effect is ; 
ell spot’s dance floor is| was discovered to have contracted a 


pocket size, it’s never empty during | lung ailment. Band has made no re- 

the slower tempoed sets. |placement as yet, but it probably 
Ruth Gaylord and Jimmy Blair are will be another trombone instead of 

also holdovers from Povyell’s first) Bishop's specialty. 

band. Neither are used in the floor | 

show, but the one or two chanceS| in the stock of the outfit an¢ while 


Dy is reviewing | ’ ; 
they got during this revi rae | secovering will continue te compese. 
stretch seemed to prove both capable | 


—— 


_B’deasters Answer ASCAP 


Continued from page 47 














the best possible job, we each agreed | he uses BMI, no extra charge wil! be 





plain, | Physical condition for some time he | 


Player will maintain his interest | 


to handle the fields we were best | made. 
suited for. One of us took dance! In the case of time sold for non- 
music, another classic and choral} musical programs, the time wil) be 
groups and so on. | credited to either BMI and ASCap 
‘Our first dance band for BMI jin proportion to the time sold roe 
music was Henry King who has cut! programs using music, and @ach or- 
24 tunes. Borris Morris has just an-| ganization will be credited for its 
nounced that he will do a number of share at its specified rate. ; 


semi-classic cuts. ‘ | This way is probably not the only 
‘You broadcasters don't have to’ way, but it is a good way to intro. 





ladeer Wood. | He won't be allowed to devote much 
a a | time to the latter, however, for four | 

| or five months. | 
SKEETER PALMER'S ORCH (11) | 


With Gloria Hart 





STARTS SLOW AT $1.10 


Palmer has been conducting a musi- 
cal pitch somewhere or other. He 


time singing ‘Moonlight and Roses,’ 
was in the original Casa Loma band, 


and has been on his own for several 


Buffalo, Oct. 1. | 


wory about getting the finest musi-| quce competition and to give i 
cians for your BMI transcribed tions and advertisers their free 
music. Your transcription scale here choice, to eliminate any taint of 
in San Francisco is $18 per hour per monopolistic desires from the ASC AP 
musician and I never saw a musician | group. In this way, too, that aren. 


yet who would pass up the oppor- ization with the best good - 
tunity to make $18 an hour.’ ering cost, will win ok pipheonl 
Getting into actual figures, Laskey | ir ascap still insists on forcin 
quoted Variety figures to show that), .dcasters to sign with th i 
only 22% of all commercial pro- | em ex- 


gramming was comprised of music, | clusively, after an offer of this type 


whereas ASCAP is seeking 712% on | is made to it, then ASCAP stands 


| offers rumbas, tangos, fox-trots, and | 





in a smooth Bad weather kayoed newly-opened 


years. He believes 
tose oo of music, almost quiet, and Esquire Ballroom’s venture into 
he has a swell collection of arrange- | name bands Tuetay (24). Only 


ments which run the gamut, with ex- | about 350 persons at $1.10 per shuf- 
ception of the swing extreme. He! fed to Harry James’ music. 
Dancery is setting a second band, 
| preferably Bob Chester, early this 
month. 


even dainty waltzes, all as run of 
mill, and without necessity for re- 
quests to set them in motion. Be- 
sides being easy to dance to, he’s also 
lulling in comparison to the usual 
ballroom junglers with drums and 
brass clamoring to be heard. 


Gabbe Assists Haynes 


Typically class hotel stuff, he did} Dick Gabbe, former road manager 
manage an expert getaway here,|of the Will Osborne orchestra, was 
where the trade was weekend, and/added to the General Amusement 
predominantly college. Even though! (o.’s one-night staff Monday (30). 
small in bandstand population, the | He'll assist Don Haynes in setting 
heard throughout the big hail. |siéle dates, latter turning part of 

Palmer’s iano. wor is out-/ his time to booking locations. He'll 
standing and he’s aided by Bill|cover territory around New York, 
Schaeffer on guitar. The rest of the | Boston, and Cleveland. Last named 
men—the saxes, Bob Romeo, Leo} section was left without a GAC 
Zorn and Johnny Leske; brasses, | office when it was closed two weeks 
Jimmy McKay and Bob Hill; Harry | ago and Bob Weems let out. 
Carroll, drums; Sumner Shaw, bass; | Haynes knows that area, having 


and Jules DeSalva, piano—are all | ae : 
rer ee i\been head of Consolidated Radio 
= "is 7 cae eee easy Artists’ branch there before join- 
voice to listen to, surrendering his|ing GAC. 
job as piano fancier quite often. | — —— 
Otherwise he’s not in front of the| ; , 
band, and there’s seldom a baton | Becessary here for any rhumba band. 
makes its appearance. Locals haven't yet become rhumbad- 
Gloria Hart, 16-year old brunet, dicts without reservation and like a 
is the rostrum pretty, and that goes | little American tempo warm-up be- 
for personal attractiveness, as well| fore they go in for the hip-shifting 





| casting, in addition to the 5% fist fee | D&¢n accused of being. 


| charged against stations. He pointed | 
|} out that ‘local stations pay $3,600 a/'! 
year in the flat fee alone which no- | 
body ever hears about.’ 


40% in Public Demain 


i 

Tracing ASCAP control of music. | 
Laskey added that 40% of ASCAP’s 
catalog actually is in the pubfic | 
domain. , 
‘Just before the 56-year copy-. 
rights expired, ASCAP took these 
tunes and copyrighted a new ar-| 
rangement, whereupon the old ar- | 
rangement disappeared without a 
trace. Actually the music is in the | 
public domain except for the trick | 
arrangements copyrighted by | 
ASCAP. | 
‘BMI now has most of the Stephen 
Foster music, 30,000 Sesac numbers, 
130,000 tunes in the G. Ricordi cata- | 
log, 2,500 from the Society of Jew- | 


jish Composers and Publishers, plus | 


catalogs of M & M Cole, Hinds, | 
Hayder and Eldrige, Schirmer and | 
A. P. Schmide, on top of which we | 
have 90% of the Latin American | 
music, comprising 4,000 songs. We 
also are dickering for an _ Italian 
catalog.’ 

Transcriptions of BMI music were 
held in 





| fresh air. 


Victor Van der Linde. 





Whiteman 


Continued from page 3 








while I would go insane. 
derful up there. 


It’s won- 
No music, just 
Boy, it’s wonderful. Sure, 
I'm not going to quit music. I've got 
radio work scheduled for the winter, 
but that’s all. I know what’s good 
for me.’ 

The ensemble that the portly 
violinist wore simultaneously startled 
and excited the cattle dealers and 
cowboys who thronged the exhibition 
building. He wore a pair of blue 


| dungarees, knee-length rubber boots, 


a violently blue corduroy shirt, and 
an expensive raincoat which shriek- 
ed of Bond Street, London, This 
costume was topped off with a large 
and light hat of the 10-gallon va- 
riety. 

He lounged nonchalantly against a 
wall facing the Aryshire exhibit as 
if he was warding off an attack 
against an army of autograph-seek- 
ers of which there wasn’t any. 

‘Say, Hamid,’ he suddenly said, ‘I 


as able singing. Singing about three | hops. 


Ovandoans are nicely garbed 


| Dlayed during the session, 
| 


! { ; h ‘ve 
Palace hotel. yet you can’t guess what I've got out 





which includes five former Bennie | years, the girl has a warm vocal | in white satin shirts and blue scarfs on my farm. 
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Goodman tooters, is Billy Butter-| 


charm, and for such a small person, | 2nd look the part. 


Cohen. 





Hamid shook his head. 


field, Jack Cathcard, George Wendt, | has power. Art. WMAZ Exec’s Slant | 7 got me a genuine longhorned 
trumpets; Vernon Brown, Jack! TONY DiPARDO ORCH Macon. Ga. | steer, just like the rodeo kind 
Jenney, trombones; Johnny Guar- | HUGHIE BARRETT ORCH (5) With Betty Ellis Editor, Varirry: The fair director registered sur- 
Bieeh,.. Blanes ea str'ng | Merry-Go-Round Grille, | Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City I have noticed that recently you PT'se. ; eo 
ners ene dees Tone ener; | wita-Cariten, Atlantic City This is a new band, with oniy|have devoted quite a bit of your But what puzzles _— ben gag 
° 3 See | a : F about eight months of playing to- | valuable space to a discussion of the the orchestra leader, ‘is what to do 
Jerry Jerome, Clarence Bassey,| Pleasnigly smooth and rhythmic, | Aine, as its background. Leader is ituati t with him. I don’t want to kill him 
Neely Plumb, saxophones; Ted Hughie Barrett's orch is an efficient, | 4 er trumpet man for Joe Reich- ASCAP situation both pro and con, | ee ee bod age 
Klages, Truman Boardman, Bill| compact organization. Including the | nan end nt so on his own in St and invited comments. heoe ; cos Want snysecy owe 
Brower, Bob Morrow, Al Beller, Eu-| conductor himself, each man plays | 7 ouis “where band was formed and| There is one slant to the perform- convert him into beef. I'd like to 
ene Lomas, violins; Allan Harshaw,|two instruments and plays them| > " 'ance fee levi at has give him away to some person or 
gen ~ —— ’ . ened |where it filled a hotel engagement ce fee levied by ASCAP that has 
Keith Collins, violas; Fred Goerner,: well. its 


cello, plus Anita Boyer, vocalist. 
Wern. 


Sntemneghaeina \the Ten Eyck Roof Garden in Al- | Personnel is 


Barrett came to 


the Merry-Go- 
Round Grille here 


recently from 


|for an extended period. 
| Crew is best at a lively tempo, as 
young and music is 


not come in for much discussion. I 
| refer to the numerous small res- 
taurants, dine and dance establish- 


some farm so that he would have a 
good home.’ 
Hamid said he would look into the 


: i tly brass as keynoted by_the | ments. and d i avilions case. 
bany. Boys play tenor sax, clari- |PEOmimenyy oF ro tg (e * _Gancing pavilions that ‘ ee 
TONY PASTOR ORCHESTRA (17) | net. orn. hy ‘two string basses, leader. Biz is | pt ta in ond rill would use live music if it were not How old is he? asked Hamid. 
With Kay Little, Dorsey Anderson, yiolin, drums, piano and vibra- | With nish ge My fuinllin yoo oe gins for the fee imposed by ASCAP. As ‘Oh, gosh, I don’t know, but he's 
Jack Cariton, Johnny Farrow |phones. Barrett stresses rhythm and |?" tg 8 a a result, numbers of local musicians 8°t @ five-foot spread of horn and 


Hotel Lincoln, N. Y¥. 

Tony Pastor, who started saxing it 
for Vallee when he was’ 16 and last 
was with Artie Shaw, has a solid 
live combo that can stay sweet, when 
it pays attention. 
tention especially for the dinner ses- 
sions and in a room as confined as 
the Hotel Lincoln’s Blue Room. 
Trouble is that under that bandstand 
the boys don’t know when they’ve 
lost control and nobody seemingly 
cues them. 

Comprising a _ brass section of 
seven: five reeds 
maestro-saxophonist; 
and a snappy singing quartet known 
as 3 Cats and a Kitten (yclept Kay 
Little, Dorsey Anderson, Jack Car!l- 
ton and Johnny Farrow), it’s a 
man’s size band all right. It gives 
out sweet-swing, 
by Al Avola, a holdover from Shaw, 
and Dick Rose. Pianist Les Burness 
and sax Hank Freeman, incidentally, 


It should pay at-| 


including the} 
three rhythm | 


expertly arranged | 


;melody and gives plenty of both. 
|He supplies what he thinks his as- 
sorted audience wants, from soft, 
sweet classics to hot rhumba, conga, 
{Swing and jive. The latter is not 
|much in demand at this spot, since 
prices are much too steep for the 
| rug-cutter trade. 

The deep tones of Barrett’s vibra- 
| phones and string basses give Vien- 


nese waltzes a satisfying flavor and} 


| have made them surprisingly popu- 
| lar with the rather blase Merry-Go- 


night. At this catching there were 
| two requests for Strauss waltzes— 
| ‘Vienna Woods’ and ‘Blue Danube.’ 
Barrett plays the piano, in a 
jaunty, likeable manner. He also 
doubles on the vibraphones, handles 
the vocals, and swings the maracas 


Round clientele, especially later at | 


for rhumba and conga features. His | 


|quirements, mixing congas and 


|rhumbas with more popular tempos. | 


| DiPardo works with trumpet in 
|}hand and does specialty measures on 
|nearly every tune. Band is formed 
ion a 3-3-3 setup, and any expansion 
{in near future will bring in a trio of 
|fiddies. Besides himself in_ brass, 
jleader has Tony Novarro and Mert 
| Marin on trumpets, Lou Harker slide 
trombone, Howard Willman at piano, 
Kenny Bauer drumming, Bill Lauth 
string bass, and Lou Nauman, Jimmy 
Wolff and Chuck Bills in reeds. 
Marin, Harker and Nauman do the 
arranging. 

For vocals, DiPardo is carrying 
Betty Ellis, and calls on Nauman to 
handle ballads. Miss Ellis is a blonde 
| looker somewhat ahead of the field, 
but deep-throated songs can stand 
some animation. Quin, 


vocals include a few gag numbers, | 


put over in good style. 


TONE MARLOWE ORCH (6) 


are denied work on this account. 
| These public places are forced to use 
‘nickel in a slot’ vending machines 
for their music. 

With the elimination of this per- 
formance fee, or arriving at a fee 
within reason, it would mean that 
numbers of musicians would be put 
back to work in these smaller locali- 
ties. 





E. K. Cargili, 
President-Manager, 
Radio Station WMAZ. 





One Point of View 
New York. 


| Editor, Variety: 

It looks, to some people, as if 
ASCAP might just possibly be trying 
to put the squeeze on the broadcast- | 
ing industry by trying to exact pi- 





he’s just about the finest looking 
steer you ever did see.’ 

Hamid said he certainly would try 
to find a place for him somewhere 
and then moved a little to one side 
as the roof began to leak immedi- 
ately above his head, 

Presently when the rain slackened 
a little, Hamid took his leave of 
Whiteman and continued his round 
of inspection with agricultural lead- 
ers. But Whiteman said he wasn't 
interested in anything else but cat- 
tle, and if Mister Hamid didn’t mind, 


|he would just stay on for a while, 


which he did. 





Music Notes 





ms a : Members of the orch include | Kaufman’s, Cheektowaga, N. Y. ratical tribute due -actic: Allie Wrubel wrote ‘Is All Th's 
are also Shaw band alumni. Hughie Barrett, piano and vibra-| Back from a string of Michigan| monopoly of the pl Ry sie Really Mine,’ to be sung in ‘Kitty 
Pastor has been around for some | phones: Murray Sacks, tenor sax and | dates, sax-playing leader tore down} music However “ASC —— - Foyle.’ 
time since the Shaw days and has} ¢Jarinet: John Micklus, accordion and | full band and rebuilt a six-man oe) ctemagenn ‘owever, ASCAP disclaims 
evolved a smooth albeit slightly | string bass: John Lo Verde, string | around electric guitar. It furnishes | 2"¥ and all monopolistic attributes ; a 
killer-diller combo which, however, | pass and violin: Dave Gould, drums | soft music with a lift in comfortable | 24 we must assume that these dis- Gene Autry and Johnny Marvin 
has the saving grace of moderation, | and chimes. Barrett features the|cafe style. Leader and trumpeter | Claimers are honest. |entered their Western Music Pub- 
when and if they remember not to 


et off to much steam. 
plenty okay for the hoof but, seem- 
ingy with an eye to stage dates, also 
generously including vocals by the 
quartet, duals by boy-girl combo, 
and in general ensemble. Abel. 


TEDDY POWELL ORCHESTRA (13) 
With Ruth Gaylord, Jimmy Blair 
Famous Door, N. Y. 

Teddy Powell folded his last band 
when this spot shuttered early last 


Otherwise, | 


two Johns between sets with light 


classics. Carter. 


| OVANDO RHUMBA BAND (5) 
| With Jack Fernandez 
| Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 


For just a five-piece combo, Ovan- 
| do outfit knocks out some _ pretty 
| sharp south-of-the-border melodies. 
| They’re a group of solid conga send- 
| ers, consistently listenable and dance- 
able. Crew consists of Ovando on the 


| take melody leads; four rhythm give 
them full backing. 

Personnel is Marlowe, sax; Pat 
Mancus, trumpet; Jack Darcy, piano; 
Mario Marlowe, bass; Bob Gascon, 
guitar, and Joe Reese, drums. Out- 
fit is well suited to rhumbas and 
such. 

Trumpet is played in Johnny Mc- 
Gee style throughout, and facile alto 
sax in leader’s fingers runs well into 
tenor range. Softness is obscured in 
spots, though, by too-heavy drums. 


But, if ASCAP is not relying on its 
virtual monopoly, then ASCAP will 
not be averse to a little fair. open 
competition. In fact, ASCAP should 
weicome having clean competition. 
That being the case, here is one solu- 
tion of the problem facing us of the 
broadcasting industry ... and this) 
includes ASCAP. 

Suppose that both ASCAP and 


lishing Co. eatalog with American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. 





Lud Gluskin doing background 
musie for ‘Lil’ Abner,’ which Vogue 
is producing for RKO release. 





George Bassman doing a special 


BMI music should be available to | °T™s Job on ‘Go West’ at Metro. 


the broadcasters, any musical pro-| 





er, f that group he has re-| bass fiddle, drums, piano, accordion | Once in a while leader does a chorus “s lp stot , , ~oe 
aad eats ane ‘man, trumpeter and a double-feature trumpet-violin |on his flute. It’s nostalgic, for he | 8t@m to be entirely of numbers from! David Snell is doing the musical 


Jerry Neary, f6r the new outfit the 
songwriter unveiled at this spot last 
week. Door’s reopening was backed 
by Powell. 

Though in rehearsal for weeks be- 
fore becoming public property, the 
band is still a bit rough in spots. 


However, it’s a satisfying crew and a | 
better one than the previous. It’s only | 


weakness is in | 
which is set to be remedied. Saxes 
are well 


ordered and strong, and‘ good waltz or fox-trot, 


| Star. Latter is a fellow named Tom 
| Milian (incidentally, his wife is the 
pianist) and he’s the crew’s back- 
bone, with some crack fiddling and 
tooting in the rhumba specialties. 
On the drums, there’s Jack Fernan- 
dez, who also doubles as vocalist. A 
good-looking, mustached Latin, he 
| has a pleasant voice and it fits the 





the trumpet trio, | kind of music Ovando is dishing out. 


Band can also turn out a pretty 
which is 


gained a rep on local airwaves some 
years back as ‘Piccolo Pete.’ Betz. 





George White, former drummer 
with Jan Savitt, joined Joe Frasetto’s 
WIP house band in Philly, replacing 
Morris Spector. 





Oxford Boys, trio current at 
Lynch’s, Philly, were screen tested 
by 20th Century-Fox last week. 





either one source or from the other chore on ‘Fighting Sons’ at Metro. 
(not mixed). «| aie 

Then, let’s set arate for BMI which Murray Wizell promoted to gen- 
insures a fair return to it and let eral professional manager at Mills 
ASCAP put the bite on the stations Music. 


and networks just at it proposes. Al- 


low each sponsor to choose either) Ormond Ruthven’s ditty, ‘Up 0” 
BMI or ASCAP numbers, with the Wings,’ is being published by Feist. 
understanding that if he chooses! 














ASCAP music, he will be charged Victor Young checked in at Para- 
the difference between the two; if mount to score ‘Arise My Love.’ 
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Night Club Reviews On the Upbeat 


FAMOUS DOOR, N. Y Leighton Noble band booked to | effective Nov. 3. 





— 





Nitery Followup 























Hildegarde continues to wham ’em 
HURRICANE N Y at the Hotel Savoy-Plaza’s (N. Y.) 
’ ° 9 Cafe Lounge, with her intimate pi- 

anologs but, above all, her unde- 
Teddy Powell Orch with Ruth Romo Vincent, Alma Ross and Lei niable personality. Geographically 
Gaylord, Jimmy Blair, Sid Tomack Lahni Ladies (3), Enrica and No-, limited now as to her former ‘Con- 
and Reis Bros. (2), Ross Sisters (3),| vello, Carole and Sherod, Deane tinental’ penchant, which means 
Connie Russell with Al Siegal. $1-2 Janis, Eddie Bush Orch, Chiquito| elimination of previous well-estab- 
minimum. | Thumba band; $2 minimum, no cover.) lished Viennese chansons——and even 
| the French ditties are no longer in 
Mario has parlayed Romo Vin- | She popular mood—the showmanly 
cent’s fabulous stomach and a South | Hildegarde has bridged the transi- 
Seas Island atmosphere into a well- | tion well with a choice assortment 
paying proposition. It’s now 17/0f pops, including the current crop 
Reviews) occupies the stand. Both Weeks since the beetle-browed Vin- | and yesteryear Gershwin, Porter and 
the spot and the orch have been re- | cent and his belly came out of the | other excerpts. Her current Berlin | 
furbished since Powell's last date, West for their first bumps on Broad-|item from ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 
here. His was the crew on tap when| W@y. He was an immediate person- | titled ‘Outside of That I Love You,’ 
the place folded early last summer. | ality click, with the result that the | is exceptionally well handled with 
Joint is operating under a 11 week Hurricane, which initially lagged be- | maestro Emile Petti now doing a 
night minimum and $2 weekends. | sense - its —— ag =, oe es _ ah. 
lonte Proser’s nearby Beachcomber, | Woods,’ ‘But Not for Me,’ ‘I Love 

Ro gen, ir perenne Mh ned — picked up enough to put the ledger | Music’ and kindred numbers are 


-oig, ON the black side, other highlights. 
agg —— ye A cree Click is now big enough for Vin-| A _ fetching personality always, 


MCA booked him 
| for a date Nov. 12 and will have te 
| Split commissions with CRA. Late 
| ter has him in Pottstown, Pa.. Nov. 
2. 


reopen William Penn Hotel’s Chat- 
terbox, Pittsburgh, beginning Friday 
(4). Placed by MCA. 























Max Adkins, director of Stanley 
theatre orchestra, Pittsburgh, has 
| installed a small combo at Riviera, 
| Suburban Pitt nitery. 


Jimmy Livingston has taken over 
'at the Tutwiler Hotel Continental 
Room, Birmingham. 











After being shuttered all summer, | 
the Famous Door, cradle of swing 
bands, reopened last week backed 
by Teddy Powell, whose team (Band 








Frank Hernandez rumba band 
opens indefinite engagement Thurs- 
| day (3) at E] Chico, Pittsburgh, re- 
placing Lola Cordoba outfit. 


Ben Bernie and orchestra set for 
‘second annual National Cotton Festi- 
val Friday, Oct. 4, Greenville, S. C, 








Wanda and Her Escorts close long Bobby Burns has quit Al Sutphin’s 
Stay at William Penn hotel, Pitts- | Cleveland Arena publicity staff to 
| burgh, Friday (4), open following | return to Charlie Horvath’s Trianon 
/night at Buffalo’s Hotel Statler for | pallroom as promotion manager. 
| three weeks and then move to Stat- 
,ler in St. Louis Oct. 28 for a stay. 
|'Placed by MCA. 





Sammy Kaye will vacation for six 
days, Oct. 4-9, before starting his 
annual stretch at the Commodore 














; ‘cent to gag: ‘This town isn’t big | Miss Hildegarde makes the now 
wood, the spot has been made into | enough San batty of Gas Meta 
| comber will have to get out!’ Mario 
| should be making him a partner, 
| besides having him tied up well into 
|next year. 


| This is a partially new show at the 


an attractive room. In addition, its 
walls and bandstand have been 
soundproofed; so, the output of a 13- 
piece hop crew can no longer cuff 
customers around as_ formerly. 
Crew such as Powell’s, when it takes 


overdone cognomen of ‘glamour’ 
mean something. Per usual, Leo 
|Kahn is a very able accompanist. 
| when the warbler works. 
| accompaniment. Petti’s septet give 
out in sprightly fashion. Biz ap- 





Sans self- | 


| Fran Eichler opens tonight (2) at | 


| William Penn Tavern, near Pitts- 
| burgh, for four weeks with options. 





Harry James orchestra comes into 
,the Panther Room of the Sherman 


hotel, New York, Oct. 17. Plays 
RKO theatre, Boston, beginning Oct. 
10. 





Ted Lewis celebrates 25th wed- 


off on a jive arrangement, could| ee ‘pees new gets are - | parently is terrific. | Hotel, Chicago, on Oct, 18, Follows | ding anniversary in New Orleans 
: ; rant | the leyout, including Carole an ~arwmees : 4. i " 
make things a bit unpleasant. | Sherod> a’ couple of tall beaut| Eddy Duchin is winding up the | the current Duke Ellington aggre-| Oct. 7. Milt Pickman, former man 


Powell’s apparent nervousness 
when caught, murdered the turn of 
Sid Tomack and Reis Bros. As if 
that wasn’t enough, the trio was re- 
peatedly stymied by waiters skipping 
in front of ’em. Comedians’ stuff 
consists of songs and chatter along 
the lines of the Yacht Club Boys, 
etc. They do a piece on Orson 
Welles, a parody of ‘South of the 
Border’ and 
‘Sonny Boy.’ . 

Ross Sisters are a harmonizing trio 
with little to catch the eye or ear. 
Arrangements are colorless and vo- 
caling just fair. Do ‘Shortnin’ ead’ 
for a starter and ‘Halleluja to 
finish. 


Connie Russell (New Acts) newest 
protege of Al Siegal, is the possessor 
of a rich, warm voice and is another 
Siegal click. Wood. 


Walton Roof, Philly 


(WALTON HOTEL) 





Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 
Bob Russell, Dora Maugham, 
Paul Sydell, Oxford Boys, Patricia 


an arrangement of} 


blondes who look like twins and do 
| unison dancing of a very polite type; 
| Deane Janis, a shouting singer who 
does alright with ‘I Can’t Resist 
| You,’ ‘Imagination,’ ‘Gaucho Ser- 
| enade’ and a modernized ‘I’m No- 
| body’s Baby.’ Bea Walker, who 
| used to do the chore for Rae Sam- 
| uels, accomps on the piano. Third 
}new entrant here is the ballroom 
team of Enrica and Novello, long 
standard in vaude and evidently now 
a swell bet for niteries. This team 
is polished, smooth and goodlooking, 
| plus having nifty routines that are 
sufficiently flashy for the cafes. 
Besides Vincent, the only holdover 
is Alma Ross, a hula dancer with 
a Swiss-watch movement, and her 
personal line of three girls, who also 
gyrate in the Hawaiian manner, It’s 
the only touch of South Seas in the 
show, but everybody forgets about 
such inconsistencies once Vincent 
takes the mike for his closing chore. 
He’s a droll comic with an aston- 
ishingly good _ voice. He §sings,. 
clowns and does imitations, the take- 
off of Charles Laughton being 
standout. This is serious, but he foi- 





Hotel Waldorf-Astoria’s Starlight 
Roof (N. Y.) in great style with sev- 
eral new vocal features in June 
Robbins, Tony Leonard, Johnny 
Drake and the standby Lew Sher- 
wood, plus the fetching dancing pair. 
Gower and Jeanne, clicking better 
than ever with their unusual terps. 
Their waltz opener shows this fin- 
ished albeit very youthful couple to 


‘dress rehearsal’ conceit, and thence 
into the Rachmaninoff C Sharp 
Minor (rhythmized) and the Dixie 
finale. Duchin, who has done very 
well for the Waldorf in the past, 
seems to be repeating his b.o. values. 
| Mischa Borr is the alternate (relief) 
| combo, also long a Waldorf standard, 
|and clicking. Next week Duchin 
'with Carol Bruce (doubling from 
| ‘Louisiana Purchase’) incept the for- 
|mal winter season in the down- 
| stairs Sert Room. 








Betty Allen, Ethel Merman’s un- 
derstudy who succeeded her in ‘Du- 
Barry Was a Lady,’ is doubling into 
Monte Proser’s N. Y. Beachcomber 
and doing a good job as a singing 
single. She warbles pops in the 


gation, 





Judy Richards joined Mart Kenney 
,;and His Western Gentlemen in 
| Winnipeg, Man., as vocalist. She re- 
places Beryl Bodenne. Billy Clayton, 
Vancouver, has been added as 
/drummer. The band has just toured 
Canada and has opened a winter 





excellent advantage, preceding their ,engagement at Brant Inn, Burlington, 


Ont. 





Matty Malneck is signed for a 
musical featurette at Universal. 





Paul Spor at Willard hotel, To- 
ledo. Spor also emcees the floor 
shows for Frank Gordon, manager. 








Sandy De Santis’ orch, Vancouver, 
|B. C., has Lana Shirley to replace 
| Judy Richards, who went to Mart 
| Kenney’s Western Gentlemen. 





Jack Crawford current at Blue 
| Moon, Wichita. 





Paul Smith and his 10 Regal Rock- 


ager, and several others flying from 
New York for party. 





Greg Jackson, from Raymond 
Scott’s band, takes base spot with 
Jan Savitt’s outfit tonight (Wednes- 
day) at start of Savitt’s date at 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 





Herace Henderson band has been 
almost entirely rebuilt. Israel Cros- 
by, base, and Emmett Berry, trum- 
pet, only old members left. 





Ed Fishman, of Wm. Morris agency 
band dept., out on tour of locations 
taking him to coast. Away three 
weeks. 





Dick Stabile band was replaced at 
Sunnybrook Ballroom, Pottstown, 
Pa., Sunday (29) by Jerry Wald, 
Stabile taking instead a date at Ba- 
tavia, N. Y. Dance was the one for 
which Charlie Barnet was originally 
| scheduled and refused to play after 





King, Glamour Girls (14), Neil Fon-| oye See pee ge Bo Ba "con | modern idiom such as ‘Latins Know jing R&ythmaires complete second | it was booked by CRA. 
ane Orch (14), Augusto Sanabia| Roundup.’ A mere bump of his edu- |How’ (from ‘Louisiana Purchase’) | year at Club Rex, Birmingham, era i 
and (8) with Felicia, Helen Heath, | cated stomach gets laughs and he’s | and the like, while Raul and Eva) Oct. 5. Helen Forrest, Benny Goodman 


Elaine Barrett, Patricia Kingsley, 
Vincent Rizzo Orch (4), Cheena di 
simone Dancers (6); no cover, $1.50 
minimum Saturdays and holidays. 





Drifting away from his policy of 
bigtime vaude names, Jack Lynch’s 
current patronage lure is a prdéduc- 
tion piece reminiscent of musical 
comedy rather than the nitery floor 
show, It’s tagged ‘Wine, Women and 
Song’ and staged by Marjorie 
(Midge) Fielding. Original music 
was written by Charles Barnes and 
the dazzling costumes are the prod- 
uct of Miles White. 

Show is sliced in three, each sec- 
tion representing part of the ‘W. W. 
& S.” motif. Opener yclept ‘Wine’ 
has Bob Russell as the ‘wine steward’ 
introducing showgals, each supposed 
to represent a different vintage. 
Patricia King, oomphy brunet, who 


surefire material for a comic opera 





absent. 

| Eddie Bush’s orch plays the show 
!and straight dancing, while Chiqui- 
to’s crew alternates for the congas 
and rhumbas. Both are satisfactory 
in their assignments. Scho. 


NIXON CAFE, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 





Lee Dixon, 
Roberts, Two Monocled Amobassa- 
dors, Bob Carter, Al Marsico Orch 
(8), Ovando Rhumba Band (5). 





Names have always been some- 
thing nitery owners locally figured 
they could do without, but no more. 
With competish on the rise here and 
| everywhere, and the downtown cafes 





|—a type of show that’s long been | 


Freddie and Betty) 


| Reyes do rhumba antics in above- 
| standard style. Their ‘Shoeing the 
Wild Mare,’ a now familiar Havana 
| conceit, is done with distinction, and 
was long identified with this comedy 
Latinish couple. Their ‘Cranking the 
Ford,’ however, an attempted switch 
on ‘Mare.’ does not pan out so well, 
running too long and tediously. Cha- 
vez and Sonny Kendis’ bands dis- 
pense socko dansapation. Abel. 








a few minutes of high-class tenoring. 
Al Marsico’s orch is still aces for 
playing a show and gives the danc- 
ers their money’s worth, too. Now, 
| he’s alternating for the hoofery with 
|Ovando and his rhumba orch, latter 
lalso clicking with its rhythmic 
| rightness. Cohen, 


| 


| Cocoanut Grove, N. Y. 








| Jan Savitt’s shift to Music Corp. 


| of America management is officially 


vocalist, doing single at Capitol the- 
atre, Washington, D. C., starting 
Friday (4). 





| 
' 


CURLEY’S CAFE, MPLS. 





Minneapolis, Sept. 28. 
Oscar Bellman’s ‘Storytone’ Orch 
(5), Jane Leslie, Jimmy Hegg, Miss 
Jeanette, Ravaye and Margo, George 
Givot; no cover or minimum, 








| this attractively appointed but com- 
| paratively small, nitery has launched 
|}a new name pglicy. Main room, 
| where show is staged, seats 200 and 


lan adjoining lounge, off the long bar, 


With George Givot as its headliner, | 


LA CONGA, N. Y. 


Eddie LeBaron Orch (11), Rosita 
Rios, Gloria Belmonte and Ramon 
Serrano, Harris, Claire & Shannon, 
| Johnny Rodriguez, Galvan Dancers 
(6); $2 and $2.50 minimum, 











The Milton Rubin-Irving Zussman 
|} Management gives La Conga custome 
ers full value with their Latin- 
|American show. With Mario step- 
ping out into his own new spot, the 


| Hurricane, nearby on Broadway, the 
|ex-press agents for the nitery are 





yas ,tunner-up to ‘Miss America| pushing out in. all directions to get (PARK CENTRAL HOTEL) | takes care of about 100 more. There’s| 10) co-bonifaces. and seemingl 
1940,” highlights the number with althe edge, the boys are eyeing the —_—— ldancing before and after the floor | men tegen gly 
slave girl dance with Nei) Fontaine, | marquee these days as much as they Jack Waldron, Elenore Wood, : | emnE & CLE OE 

band maestro, who has added terp- are ie budget For instance, it’s| Barry, Prince and Clark, The Pas- shows in a rather cramped space in| fast year, of course, saw the hey- 
ing to his repertoire. Background doubtful if there’s ever been a line| tines and Fanchon, ‘Scat’ Poweli, the center of the room, |day of the Conga when Desi Arnaz 


music for this number is supplied by 
the Oxford boys. od ; 


Pittsburgh bistro, but there was 


Three Men of Gotham, Buddy Clarke 





of autograph-hounds in front of any | Three Nightingales, Robertti Roberts, | 


Aside from Givot, show does not 


represent much of a monetary ex- | 


and Diosa Costello put this basement 
room over for big b.o. This season, 


oe portion of the show is| when Lee Dixon opened here. | Orch; dinner minimum $2; supper penditure. Jimmy Hegg is an un- | in — = — nee et who 
aken care of by Dora Maughan, | In past, couple of spots have | minimum $2.50, Saturdays, $3. assuming and personable m.c. who | went | ‘.- P lany Nag He 
making her return to“the American | prought in onetime names who were | ' also does a bit of warbling. Ovening | ‘Girls’ 7 Eddi LeB: om 00nn i 
entertainment scene after a self-im-| washed up at time of their engage-| New show succeeding the Sally | the show, Miss Jeanette, an eye-fill- | 07S; ddie LeBaron comes in 


posed European exile of more than 
the 


a decade. Miss Maugham is 
dean of a girls’ seminary. The 
seminarians, dolled up in caps and 


ments here. But Dixon's still riding 
jhigh. His film rep is still fairly 
green in public’s memory and those 
who follow the stage here also know 


Rand unit includes a nudist dancer, 
Elenore Wood (New Acts), who 
hails from burlesque, plus numerous 
other acts and specialties which 


ing blonde, delivers some fast taps. 
'She and all 
excepting Givot, are on twice at each 
show. For her second appearance 


the other performers, | 


as a band with more than average 
name value for a room of this cali- 
bre. LeBaron is breaking the jump 
back to the Rainbow Room, with a 


gowns, come out and tell how théy | that he was a solid click on Broad-| combine to produce a pretty sock-|<che contributes an acrobatic dance | ™0th’s stay here first. 
smartened up about men. They sing! way only this season in ‘Higher and | ful floor revue. It was_ conceived | topped off by some unusual head Rosita Rios whvu, too, has been 
a subtle alma mater piece and walk Higher.’ He should help the Nixon’s | and staged by Boots McKenna. spins and contortionistic work. Jane | around, is the topliner, selling her 
off with their diplomas. 'b.o. mightily as much as he’s help-| A feature of the show is ‘Peelin’ [esjie also a looker, sells her pops| Latin ballads well. Johnny Rodri- 
Last part of the production, ‘Song.’ | ing the floor show. A_ corking/ the Banana,’ a Cuban takeoff on the | nicely. both when she sings with the | 8¥ez is a slightly wild and wooly 
is handled by Miss Maugham, Russell | hoofer, he’s mopping up with his| Big Apple, for which members of pand and during the show. A |C0Mga kid to whom the management 
and the Oxford Boys. A roving mike | taperfection, giving out with at least| the audience are asked to form a smooth-working ballroom pair, Ra- | &!Ves extravagant billing as ‘the new 
is taken around the table for cus- | half a dozen numbers, best of which | circle and with the linegirls do!yaye and Margo, score with their | *ing of the conga’ in an endeavor, 


tomer participation. Russell, 
his usually socko style. 
Stopping in his rendition of ‘Got You 
Under My Skin,’ ‘Too Old to Dream’ 


: who 
Pilots the show neatly, baritones in | 
He’s show- | 


is his crack hoofery to ‘Dancing in 
the Dark.’ Lighting plant here 
doesn’t give this number production 
lit needs, but even so Dixon makes 
it a standout. 


Betty Roberts are 


sddie and 
Freddie a with flash, class 


and a series of spirituals. His encore, | 
|okay ballroomers, 


‘ . . 
I Am An American,’ is also socko. 


Paul Sydell and his two dogs make | and an extensive repertoire that en- | 


a return here and uphold their rep | compasses most of the terp peren- 
as one of the top animal acts in show | nials. Couple make a striking ap- 
usiness. pearance on the floor and everything 

Miss Maugham’s solo is a femme | they do is smart 
version of Dwight Fiske. Husky-|turn is Monocled Ambassadors, 
voiced, she puts plenty of meaning in couple of cheerio, tuxedoed boys 


and graceful. Other | 


rhumbas, congas and cariocas. Num- 
ber serves as the finale and draws 
laughs, as intended. ‘Scat’ Powell, 
| who formerly worked in the cocktail 
lounge at the Park Central, is in on 
| the singing end. ‘Peelin’ the Banana’ 
was written specially by Boots Mc- 
Kenna and Michael Cleary. 

A click turn on the show is the 
piano-singing trio of Barry, Prince 
and Clark (New Acts). Jack Wal- 
dron, seasoned in vaude and night 
| clubs, is the m.c. and, as usual, has 


whirls and a Conga. 

Givot closes the show and this inti- 
mate atmosphere and lively crowd 
seemed right up his alley. The cus- 
tomers ate up his gags, stories and 
songs, delivered in his usually scram- 
bled Greek dialect. It’s pretty much 


the same material he has been using | 


in vaudeville and over the radio for 
years, but plenty spiced up for the 
last midnight show. Of course, it’s 


not drawing room stuff, but still not | 


too blue and, judging by the laugh- 


perhaps, to build him up as a male 
counterpart to the effervescent Diosa 
Costello. He’s an energetic enough 
worker, terping and working with 
the conga drums 

Real sock of the show are the non- 
Latin Harris, Claire and Shannon, 
two girls and a boy, standard with 
their routine whereby he utilizes 
two femme vis-a-vis as ballroom 
partners at one and the same time. 
| It makes for a good novelty. He 
handles them expertly. 


her double entendre” It’ 4 ff some spectacular | No trouble scoring. Also prominent | ter and applause, just made to order Galvan and his San Souci Dancers 
. s good in-|who knock ol s l'on the show are The Pastines and for the environment. He works a/| (6) from Cuba are a glorified cong 
. i . i : S 6 5 al giorined conga 
timate stuff. tumbling and strong-arm a = S Fanchon (New Acts), dance offering. 





leisurely, Anglicized tempo. Boys 
carry out the hip-hip-old-deah stuff 
into the acrobatic stunts and it’s a 


Fontaine’s crew has been built up 
to a 14-man aggregation and works | 
smoothly during the show and then 
ensuing dansapation. | good novelty twist to a better-than- 

Lull entertainment is supplied by | regulation act. They lose a little 
Augusto Sanabia’s rhumba_ outfit! something because they have to open 
with its vocalist, Felicia. y 
for congas is handled by the Cheena | Individually, performers are way 

imone troupe. | above usual nitery average here, but 

Vincent Rizzo’s quartet plays in| collectively, they leave something to 
he Tropical Bai, accompanying the be desired. For one thing, layout 
three canaries there, Helen Heath, | needs a little more s.a. * 
Elaine Barrett and Patricia Kingsley.| Bob Carter m.c.s and registers on 

Shal. his own at the midway point with 


Touchoff | the show but even so click heavily. | 


Lessers include Robertti Roberts, 


soprano, who does the ‘Italian Street | 
Song’ well, the Three Nightingales | 


and ‘Three Men of Gotham,’ singers 
who figure in the ‘Americana’ se- 
quence, a patriotically backgrounded 
scene. Miss Roberts was formerly 
known as Roberta Roberts, 

Whole show is fast and nicely cos- 
tumed. There are three nightly. 

The Buddy Clarke orchestra plays 
for the show as well as for dancing, 
doing a good job on both, Char. 


full half hour, 
at the piano. 
Oscar Bellman’s orchestra (5) 
plays dance music and show well. 
Conductor aids considerably by his 
work on the ‘Storytone’ piano and 
at the regular keys. Rees. 


Ken Nichols assists 





| Mills Musie Co. is publishing the 


score of ‘Meet the People,” the Holly- | 


, wood stage revue which goes into 


|}New York Christmas week, 


!line, breaking up the proceedings 
well, as do Gloria Belmonte and 
‘Ramon Serrano with their castanet, 
|cape and kindred caperings. She also 


|essays a solo dance specialty. 
| La Conga, withal, bids fair to ride 
ithe crest of the Latin vogue for ane 
| other season although, as competition 
| stiffens, something more socko will 
}have to be introduced. As it is, it 
|shapes up as a brisk, bright little 
| Show, good value for the $2 and $2.50 
| (Saturday) minimum for supper. 
Abel. 
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N.Y’s Class Niteries Go Into High Gear 
This Month; Staid Plaza’s Girl Show 


The class joints in New York are 
getting rolling, most radical depart- 
ure the | 
heretofore conservative Persian 
Room of the Hotel Plaza, N. Y. John | 
Buckmaster, mimic-son of Gladys | 
Cooper (now Mrs. Philip Merivale), 


and Dixie Dunbar head the revue | 
which Russell Markert-Gene Snyder | 


being the girl-show into 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


are producing for premiere Oct. 8.° 
Hope Manning, Albert Drake and 
Grace Poggi will also be featured, 
along with the Dick Gasparre and 
Gerry Morton bands. 


The Rainbow Room Oct. 16 goes 
100% Spanish for its new show; next | 
weck, Carol Bruce and Eddy Du- 
chin’s band induct the formal season 
at the Waldorf-Astoria’s Sert Room; 
the new ice revue opens at the St. | 
Regis’ Iridium Room this week; El 
Morocco has already opened with | 
Jack Towne’s band, and Fefe Ferry | 
reopened his Monte Carlo last night 
(Tuesday), with Ted Straeter’s band 
again holding forth, to cash in on the 
turnout from the Ed Wynn musical, 
as cid Herbert Jacoby at his Ruban 
Bleu. The Versailles also gets a new 
change of show Friday (4),, with 
Sheila Barrett and Paul Draper as 
co-headliners. 





Two Cleve. Niteries 
In Fight for Names. 


Cleveland, Oct. 1. 


Mounds Club and Ohio Villa, the'| 
two toniest niteries with the heftiest | 
talent budgets in this section, are | 
fighting again over names. Mounds, 
where Sammy Walsh is acting man- 
ager and m.c., is going after the so-| 4 
called carriage trade by engaging 
Peggy Fears Thursday (3) for a fort-!| 
night. Sheila Barrett did a smash! 
biz at this club during her current, 
‘visit. 

George Jessel had been penciled, 
by Frank Sennes to open at rival | 
Ohio Villa tomorrow (Wed.), 
vaudeville commitments 
two week postponement. 








Benny | 


Fields comes in to pinch-hit for Jes- | 
with a new line-up consisting of | 


sel, 
Jay and Lou Seiler, Castle and Bar- 
reit, the Alice Purnell line and 
Maurice Spitalny’s orch. 


| prepping 


_cepting under very 





'RKO’s Now ’n’ Then 


Vaude In Rochester 


” Rochester, Oct. 1. 
RKO Temple, onetime two-a-day 


Keith vaude house here, will try oc- | 


vaudfilm policy 
of Oct. 


opening 
11. 


| easional 
with Blackstone week 


/It’ll be the first stage attempt since | 


house switched to westerns and ad- 


| venture films at 25c top after vaude 


moved to newer RKO Palace and 
_then faded. Admission is expected 


| to go to 44c nights and frequent stage 


shows will follow if this clicks. 

Both RKO Palace and Century are 
one-night-a-week  stage- 
radio shows with commercial spons- 
ors. 


ACTS DONT MIX 
WITH FILMS IN 
MEXICO 


Mexico City, Oct. 1. 
Local cinemas have practically | 
|abandoned stage show policy, ex- 
extraordinary | 


circumstances such as added attrac- 
tions for national fiestas and person- | 








als by very big radio or screen per- | 


sonages. Stage shows ran the houses 
in the red and, in some cases, dam- 
aged prestige. The public here is 
not very keen about mixing screen 
and stage entertainment. The swank 
Cine Teatro Alameda was the last 
of the loca] deluxers te drop flesh 
|shows. It has the only revolving 
| stage in Mexico. 

Mexicans get their flesh entértain- 


but| ment in the half dozen houses like | 
forced a/the Lirico and the Folies Bergere, | 


which run no films. 





| 
Charley Christians, Benny Good- | 


man guitarist, has been playing one- 
night stands with Count Basie band 


| while waiting Goodman’s new start. 








os 
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The Unique International Star 


26th Weelke and Continuing Indefinitely 


Many thanks to Mr. S. Gregory Taylor, Mr. Bob Reud 
and Mr. Eddie Varzos Orchestra 


Direction 


Moritz, New York 


HERMAN BERNIE 





(From VARIETY) 


Fsveans YEARS AGoe | Drive vs. Philly Niteries for Sun. Liquor 





Cleveland police ordered the Shu- 
berts to rid their ‘Artists and Mod- 
els’ of its nudity. Show, playing the 
Hanna in the Ohio city, quickly com- 
plied and put more clothes on the 
dames. 





Maude Adams, who was believed | 
to have successfully worked out a | 


practical method of color pho- 
tography for motion pictures, was 
entering the film-producing field. 
She was to personally appear and 
produce Rudyard Kipling’s ‘Kim’ in 
color. 





‘Sunny’ was the most costly show 
ever to hit Broadway, at a cost ~ 
$250,000 to Charles B. Dillingham, | 
the producer. The Marilyn Miller | 
‘starrer had an overhead of $20,000 
weekly. 





Fanchon & Marco renewed its 
contract with West Coast theatres to 


stage shows for three years at 
around $100,000 yearly. Former | 
pact was for two years. Originally, 


the producing outfit started at $200 | 
weekly. 





| Prohibition observers stated that 
| within two years light wines and 
|beer would be permitted in the 
| United States. At the same time, 
‘they stated that hard liquor was 
‘gone forever.’ 





| Forty-second street was 100 years 
|old, and an anniversary celebration 
| commemorating the event was held 
in the Hotel Commodore hotel, New 


| York, under the auspices of the 42d 


| Street Property Owners and Mer- | 


chants Assn. 





Alice Lloyd, back at the Broad- 
way Palace after three years tour- 
|ing round the world, was just as 
welcome in her return as when she 
first pioneered as an English woman 
{invader in 1907. 


Rhumba Fad Hits 
| Cleve. Late, But 
In A Big Rash 


Cleveland, Oct. 1. 

Statler’s Terrace Room is break- 
ing out with a rhumba rash Oct. 
7, acquiring Jose Morand’s Cuban 
| orchestra, six conga dance teams and 
a new name for its winter preem. 
Jack Hennessey, Statler exec here, 
to supervise the remodeling job, is 
shaking up the entire room to get 
|rid of the frigid ultra-conservative 
atmosphere which placed it on 
wrong side of ledger last year. Wal- 
ter Margulies, who designed Bra- 
zilian Pavilion for New York fair, 
was brought in to redecorate the 
dancery in Latin-American atmos- 
phere. Renamed the Cuban Terrace 
Room, it will be patterned after 
New York’s LaConga Club, where 
Morand’s crew played last semester. 

Ramon Armengod, Mex tenor, is 
coming from Fefe’s Monte Carlo, 
N. Y. Lola and Andre will topline first 
floor show with their LaConga 








Arthur Murray dancers, 


land, the rhumba-conga fever is 
nipping the town badly. Tony Ellis’ 
| new LaConga Club on outskirts of 
town is hitting a bonanza stride with 
Ramon Arias’ gourd-shakers. 


(3) with Don Pablo’s band coming 


to 


who are moving to Hotel Carter’s 
Petit Cafe. 


cede to the rhumba fad is Hotel 
Cleveland, which is booking Paul 
Pendarvis’ outfit into its Bronze 
|Room Oct. 10. Succeeds Gene 
| Beecher, in for only a moath, 


Cole’s Winter in L’ville 


Louisville, Oct. 1. 

| Contract has been signed by state 
\fair officials with the Cole Bros. 
| circus to use the grounds as winter 
| quarters, 

Menagerie of more than 250 ani- 
| mals, including about 20 elephants, 
|seven giraffes, and 100 horses and 
| zebras, will arrive in town between 
|Nov. 1 and 10, and will be in quarters 
until next May, with the exception 
oi a seven week winter tour in Janu- 














ary and February, 


troupe, augmented by Sam Costello’s | 


Although late in reaching Cleve- | 


Mon- | 
aco’s Cafe also going Latin tomorrow | 


in from Detroit’s Palm Beach Cafe | 
replace the Four Versatilians, | 


Only local hostelry refusing to con- | 





Hula Joint Invading 
N. Y.’s Swing Street 


A new spot is set to get going 
about Oct. 15 on the site of the old 
Onyx Club, on 52d street, N. Y. 
New entry will be tagged the Club 
Waikiki, a switch away from the 
street’s jive rep. 

Band will be under Andy Iona, 
|'who’s now on the Coast. It'll count 
| up to six pieces including leader. 











| Concessionaire’ s $11,500 
| Suit vs. Ex-Paradise, N.Y. 


| Suit against J. Arthur Adler. at- 
'torney and one-third owner of the 
| capital stock of the Paradise Cater- 
|ing Corp., was revealed in N. Y. 
| supreme court yesterday (Tuesday), 
| w when the plaintiff, Richards & 

| Hassen Enterprises, Inc., applied for 

an examination before trial of Adler. 

| Action seeks $11,500 and claims 
| fraud. 

Plaintiff entered into an agree- 
ment on Dec. 18, 1939, for the 
checking and washroom conces- 
| sions at the night club, allegedly af- 
ter having been told by Adler, that 
the Paradise was solvent, had $50,000 
in cash for operating expenses, and 
had the rights to the name ‘Zieg- 
| field Midnite Frolics’ (as the now 
defunct Paradise nitery was re- 
| tagged). It is claimed that none of 
| these statements were true, and the 
$10,000 for the concessions plus a 
/Icin of $1,500 were secured under 
| false pretenses. Answer consists of | 
a general denial. 








Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Oct. 1. 

Dorothy Maxwell, ex-chorine who 
did a little time up here, now op- 
jerates a _ spiritualist church in | 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Tommy Vicks, who niteclubbed it 
during the summer in Rochester, N. 
|H., now in Boston, and okay. He’s 
due here for his annual checkup. 





Frank Millor, musician who sum- 
mered here, has finally landed a con- | 
nection at Woodside, L. I. | 


Slipfoot Clifton is improving rap- | 
idly. 


Jim Paul, ex-colony ozoner, who | 
has been doing his airing at the Nas- 
sau County Sanatorium, is reported ! 
much improved, 

Karl Kearns, Fairmount, W. Va., 
| who has been progressing at the Will | 
Rogers very nicely, anticipates open- | 
ing a nitery in his home town when 

he receives his o.k. papers. 

Snow and 24 above zero here, so 


the Mt. Baker Floridel nitery shut- 
tered. 


Francis Steele, once with the Dum- | 
bells, Canadian theatrical troupe, | 
here for a general checkup, 

Phil Collins, who once chirped | 
with Frank Corbett, took a two-week 
0.0, here. No can stand cold weath- 
er, so he will continue ozoning at 
| Demming, N. M. 


Write to those who are ill. 


Violations Under Way: Cite 13 Spots 


Philadelphia, Oct. 1, 

The long-threatened blitz by the 
Pennsylvania Liquor Board against 
niteries selling the hard stuff after 
the 2 am. curfew on Sundays is 
under way. 

On Saturday (28) the board hand- 
ed down citations against 13 spots, 
including seven of the most popular 
cafes in the central city area. The 
charges also include presentation of 
obscene shows. Hearings will be set 
this week. Several of the places 
cited by the board have been under 
fire in the past, and, if the courts find 
the places guilty of the allegations, 
they face complete revocations of 
their liquor licenses instead of the 
fines suffered in the past. 

Central city places accused of vio- 
lating the Blue Law by selling liquor 
and having shows on the Sabbath 
are: The Embassy, 20th Century Tav- 
ern, Little Rathskeller, Club Bali, 
DeGorgue'’s Cafe, Rendezvous (Hotel 
Senator). The El Chico (now closed) 
is charged only with Sunday sales. 

Uptown spots on the list are the 
Stork Club, Cadillac Tavern and 
Stamp’s-on-the-Delaware. Suburban 
roadhouses to face the board’s ire 
are Penn House, Byyn Mawr, Seven 
Seas Cafe and Martin's. The latter 
two, in Chester, are charged with 
allowing obscene entertainment in 
addijjon with breaking the Sunday 
sales law. 

Officials of the liquor board indi- 
cated that they will extend their 
drive throughout the State. Recent- 
ly there have been a flood of com- 


plaints by religious organizations 
against the flouting of the liquor 
laws. With an election in the offing, 
the Republican-controlled liquor 


board cannot afford to disregard the 
so-called ‘church vote,’ and hence the 
drive. 

Agents who got the goods on Philly 
spots were imported from other sec- 
tions of the State, so that their pres- 
ence would be undetected by propri- 
etors and bartenders, who are well 
acquanited with the local sleuths. 
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Chi Acts Squawk About Olson’s Indpls. 
Showing’ Gag; Ask AGVA to Probe 





Chicago, Oct. 1. 

Investigation of the ‘showing night’ 
plan by Charles Olson for his Lyric 
in Indianapolis is being asked of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
bv yaude performers. Acts are being 
asked to journey to Indianapolis for 
a ‘showing,’ for which the house will 
pay some $5 to $10 per act for the 
performance. 

Acts are being told that this ‘show- 
ing’ may result in their being booked 
into the house for a future date at 
their regular salary. ‘These acts 
state that both Olson and his local 
pooking representative, Kermit Dart, 
have opportunities to view them in 
either of two weekly showings in 
Chicago at the Oriental or State- 
Lake, and that it is simpler for Dart 
or Olson to visit these loop houses 
for an 0.0. of the acts than for the 
performers to go all the way down 
to Indianapolis. In Chicago, bookers, 
radio agencies and other talent buy- 
ers form a wide potential buying 
audience for these acts, state the per- 
formers, while in Indianapolis it will 
be an exclusive showing only for 
Olson. 

Acts feel that the Indianapolis 
showings have only a slim chance 
of working out for a regular booking 
and then only in Indianapolis, while 
a showing in Chicago presents their 
act to a wide field. For this reason, 
the acts resent the attempt to make 
them journey to Indianapolis for a 
one-time shot for a fin or a saw- 
buck, with the ‘showings’ then 
figured really only as a_ boxoffice 
scheme on the part of Olson for a 
one-night gross stimulant. 

Understood that AGVA will take 
under consideration these complaints 
by the vaude performers and may 
act to prohibit a setup which would 
take acts from Chicago to Indianap- 
olis for one show without some 
guarantee or commitment from Ol- 
son as to a regular engagement in 
the house. 


MCA, Schine Test 
1-Day Orch Dates; 
Looking for Route 








Musie Corp. of America is 
rently experimenting with 
day band shows in a half dozen 
theatres on the Schine circuit in 
upper New York state, with a view 
toward widening the number of sin- 
gle day theatre opportunities. One- 
day stands in Pennsylvania have 
proven popular during the past year 
or so, 

Test run laid out by Harry Moss, 
MCA _ one-night head, schedules 
Shep Fields’ band for stops at the 
State theatre, Little Falls, yester- 
day (Tuesday); Palace, Rockport, to- 
day; Geneva, Geneva, tomorrow: 
State, Cortland, Oct. 4; Glove, 
Gloversville, Oct. 5, Harry Jones’ 
outfit did a test one-timer at the 
Elmira, Elmira, last week (25). 

Idea is to set up one or two full 
weeks where a band can go through 
On percentage deals, jumping from 
house to house with little transpor- 
tation cost. Hops between towns 
are short. If it proves okay, each 
nouse will get one band a week on 
definite nights. 


cur- 
single 


BENNY-THE-BUM TRIES 
AGAIN AS NITERY OP 


Philadelphia, Oct. 1 

Benjamin (Benny-the-Bum) Fogel- 
man, who took a flyer in the junk 
business after his South Broad strect 
nitery folded last spring, will be 
back at his first love Friday (4) 
when he opens a new spot. His lat- 
est venture will be an intimate club 
on the style of the spot in which he 
first made a success in this town be- 





fore he branched out on the am-| 


io scale that caused his down- 

Fogelman’s new spot will also be 
known as *‘Benny-the-Bum’s’. It is 
on the site of the old Madrid of the 
Prohibition era. It was more re- 
cently known as the 21 Club and 
El Chico. 


Another spot to reopen is the Ben | 


Franklin hotel’s Garden Terrace. It 
Starts its fall season tomorrow 
(Wed.) with a name band and show 
Policy. Openers will be Bill Mc- 
Cune’s orch, Maurice and Cordoba 
and Kajar, magician. 


~ 


— a 





» ’ 
Benny Fields’ Dates 

Benny Fields is current at the 
Ohio Villa in Cleveland. Upon his 
return to New York he will do some 
headline engagements for the 
Brandts, including the Flatbush and 
Windsor theatres. 

This will be Oct. 17 and thereafter. 


DALLAS CAFES 
ALL SET FOR 
TEXAS FAIR 


Dallas, Oct. 1. 
Anticipation of more than 1,000,000 
visitors to the State Fair of Texas, 
to be held at Dallas, Oct. 5-20 has 
set local hotels and night clubs to 


think in terms of big boxoffice, re- 
sulting in a ‘war’ to sign up top 
name talent for their respective 
spots. 

Adolphus hotel's new Hawaiian 
room holds Malcolm Beelby’s or- 
chestra and a floor show which in- 
cluded Aggie Auld, exponent of the 
hula, Johnny Kaaihue’s instrumen- 
talists. Ted Fio-Rito due next. 

Across the street at the Baker 
Hotel's Mural Room, Henry King 
j}and his orchestra continues to at- 
tract. 


The Plantation Palm Club now in 
|its fall policy of dancing only on 
| Thursday, Friday, Saturday and 
| Sunday nights and a Sanday mati- 
/nee, opens Friday (4) with Gus 
| Arnheim, to be followed by Jack 

for four days starting Oct. 











Crawford 

10. Hal 
| stand here Oct. 15. Herbie Kay 
| slated for two four-day engagements 
| starting Oct. 17 and Oct. 24 respec- 
tively. Clyde Lucas is scheduled 
| here for a four-day run starting Oct. 
31. 


| esta timeeaiiitety ——— 
“FOLIES BERGERE’ GOES 
INTO S. F. GOLDEN GATE 


San Francisco, Oct. 1. 

Clifford C. Fischer’s ‘Folies 
Bergere,’ which closed at the Expo 
Sunday (29) after playing to $25,000- 
a-week biz, opens a week’s stand on 
mainland at RKO Golden Gate to- 
morrow (Wednesday). 

Will mark first date of touring 
version, which almost went into legit 
houses and may yet. Deal reached 
talk stage between Fischer and 


Homer Curran, operating Curran and | 


Geary here. However, reported that 
Curran was afraid to take a chance, 
Fischer then blowing up at sug- 


| gestion his attraction might fail to do 
| sufficient biz. 


New Nitery Season 
Tees Off In Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 1 
Fall-winter night club season is 
off to a brisk start Curlv’s has re- 


opened with big-time policy and has 
headliner for its 
five-act floor show Freddie Fisher's 
‘Schnickelfritz’ band into its 
14th week at the Happy Hour, while 
‘Murder in the Old Red Barn’ rounds 
out a full year’s run at the 620 Club 
with no of the engagement in 
prospect. 

Hotel Nicollet’s Minnesota Terrace, 
town's swankiest spot, has Bernie 
Cummins’ band with Connie Bar- 
leau. Walter Cummins and Gonzalo 
and Christine. Eddie Rogers’ orch 
holds forth at Hotel Radisson’s new 
Flame Room, and Seeger Ellis’ band 
is at the Hotel Lowry. 


George Givot as 


goes 


end 


From Solo to Quartet 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 1. 
Career as a cafe single for Frank 


short-lived. He's quitting the Villa 
Madrid here, where he has been 
working on his own for the first time, 
to take a strollers foursome into Ho- 
; tel William Penns Continental Bar. 


Kemp plays a one-night | 


Andrini. formerly of Andrini Broth- , 
ers. vaude and nitervy team, will be | 


GROSSES TELL STORY 


Mpls. Favors Strong Pix Over So- 
Vaudeville 
Minneapolis, Oct. 1. | 
The World and Alvin theatres are | 
located directly next door to each | 
other here, a half-block off one of | 
the main thoroughfares, And there- | 
by hangs a tale. 
Former house is a sure-seater with | 
a 44c top (excepting 55c loges) and| 
, a 350-seat capacity. It plays straight | 
| films and last week had ‘Ramparts | 
| We Watch’ and a news weekly. 
| Alvin, one of city’s most beautiful 
theatres, seating 1,600, has 55c top| 
jand last week it had a stage show 
| with a large company of principals, 
|a line of 16 giris, augmented vaude- 
ville and a pretentious stage produc- 








an independent feature photoplay,. 


Curiously enough, last week both 
i houses grossed the same amount 
within a few dollars—$3,600. But) 
for the World and its straight major 
film policy that represented an esti- 
mated $2,000 profit, while the Alvin, 
with its flesh payroll, musicians, 
stagehands, etc., took it on the chin 
for at least $400. 


The same week the Orpheum, with 
a 2,800-seat capacity and 55c scale, 
also had a big stage show, sans 
names but good, and it also did a 
brody, its $7.500 gross—just a trifle 
more than double that of the World 
—representing a loss of fully $2,500. 

Conclusion among trade is that 
the public here won't buy stage 
shows without names in paying num- 
bers, 
films that mean something. 





tion, minus any .draw names, “es 
| 


seemingly prefering straight | 


A AGVA’s Philly Exec Sec Stands Pat 


Until Official Word From Nat'l Bd. 





+. 
- —— 


Chi AGVA te Nominate 


Chicago, Oct. 1. 

Local unit of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists will hold a nomi- 
nating meeting in the Sherman hotel 
on the afternoon of Oct. 10. 

AGVA office here is putting on a 
big drive to bring the performers out 
for this get-together, flooding all 





actor hangouts with heralds to urge | 


their attendance. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 
FEELS DEARTH 
OF NAMES 


Cleveland, Oct. 1. 
Outside of two straight vaude 
shows, Palace is having such a tough 
time picking up Hollywood and ra- 





ing forced to fall back on bands 
for the next two months. Although 
Guy Lombardo drew a good $17,000 
last week, it’s a strange fact that 
majority of bands that click in other 





AGVA THEATRES 
NEAR ACCORD 





Meeting is expected to be held 
before the end of the week between 
New York theatre representatives 
and the American Guild of Variety 
| Artists to signature a redrafted con- 
tract covering use of stage talent. 

Complete agreement has been 
|reached between both sides after 
| lengthy negotiations, final hitch now 
ironed out being the effectiveness of 
the contract for Greater N. Y. the- 
RKO and Paramount 
principally insisted that the terms 
}and conditions were not to apply 
|outside of this area, with separate 
negotiations to figure for other cities 
and localities. 
| Theatre managers and circuit rep- 
|resentatives are at present also dis- 
|cussing a new contract with the 
| Cleaners & Porters Union, Local 54, 
| which won recognition last year fo1 
the first time. Union is asking an 
increase of $4 weekly above the scale 
of $16.80 now paid, and wants a re- 
duction in the hours from 48 to 42 
| per week. 

While the circuits and 
mulling the 
meeting to be 








jatres only. 


individual 


demands, 
held 


| theatres are 
with another 
shortly with the union, it is reported 
likely that an increase will be 
granted, but whether or not the work 
week may be shortened is not indi- 
| cated. 


+ Pointed out that in most of the 
larger houses the porters are now 
getting over the scale, the import- 


ance of a boost to the union members 
being concerned largely in 


jority of the 


ELLA FITZGERALD TEES 
| OFF B’WAY TROPICANA 


Ella Fitzgerald band and a series 
of colored vaude a eduled 
to open at a new Broadway N. Y., 
!nitery spot Oct. 16 Called the 
Tropicana, the new place is on the 
fringe of the Times Square sector, 
between 52d and 53d streets and was 
formerly called the Hollywood. It 
is not the Hollywood, however, that 
was operated by Joe Moss and 
which later housed Bob Ripley’s Od- 
| ditorium. 


the ma 


nabes, 


cts are §s 


Acts already set along with the 
Fitzgerald crew are Buck and Bub- 
bles. Red and Curley, and Jackie 
Mabley. Band is set for four weeks 
and will have three CBS wires 
weekly. 


Salici’s Puppets, which coined a 
mint of money for the management 
at the Frisco Expo, moves Saturday 
(5) to the Aleazar long-dark S. F. 
legiter, for month. j 


|; towns do only so-so at this RKO de 
|luxer. Chief reason is that the town 
is band-satiated and also fed up 
| with swing. 

| Nat Holt, zone manager for RKO 
here, is doubling and even tripling 
| headliners to offset this curious an- 
| tipathy. Example of triple-star 
| booking is in current bill co-heading 
| Ken Murray, Tito Guizar and Carole 
,Landis, film player. For week of 
| Oct. 4, Palace will back Jimmy Dor- 
|sey’s crew on stage with ‘Ramparts 
|We Watch’ on screen. Only leg 


| show slated for house so far is ‘Bali 


| Bali’ for Oct. 11. 

| Rest of the fall calendar is filled 
up with bands, including Xaviei 
|; Cugat for Nov. 1, and Woody Her- 


man for Nov. 15, but Holt plans to 
{hypo both of those orchestras with 
| film names to beat the natives’ pho- 
| bia against jive. 

| 


‘20TH-CENTURY, BUFF., 
LINES UP NAME SHOWS 


Buffalo, Oct. 1 

Definite trend toward ed use 
of stage shows here is evidenced by 
the announcement of the 20th 
Century (Dipson-Basil) that seven 
costly stage shows have been booked 
as follows: 

Blackstone, current: ‘Funzafire.’ 
Oct. 4; ‘Hollywood Hotel Revue,’ Oct 
ll; George Jessel’s unit, Oct. 18: 
Jimmie Lunceford, Nov. 1, followed 
by Woody Herman, Shep Fields and 
Larry Clinton. 


increa 


"40 Miss America Goes 
Into Pitt Roker Derby 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 1 

if Pittsburg! ery break-in 
for annual Miss Ame as pro < I 
is being passed up year 
Frances Burke, 1940 beauty 
for a week of personals at Roller 
Derby in the Gardens. Burg gene 
al Vv pete the Aret ry) y, e lal 
glimpse of new M Americ be- 
Cause Geo! € T y ) lire 1 of 
pageants Vv ho places @a h cceed! lf 
winner under a pers act for 
a year, is located here as advertising 
hief of Harris Amus. Co 

With no nitery in town willing to 
hell out asking price for Burke gal, 
Tyson decided to give his own outfit 
a break. Gardens is owned and op- 


erated by Harris interests. 


Weekend Vaude in J.C. 
Jersey City, Oct. 1. 

Orpheum has resumed its policy of 
bringing vaude in ona .regular 
schedule of Fridays and Saturdays. 
Three-a-day in addition “to ‘cus- 
tomary double-feature policy is now 
the rule. Gus Van headed first bill 
rlast week (27-28). 

House had 32-week run last sea- 
son and David Kane, manager, says 
success of idea this year may lead 
to extension of vaude to other houses 
in Rosenblatt & Welt chain. There 
are 10 houses of chain in Jersey 
City, Bayonne and Siaten Island. 


dio names this season that it’s be- | 


Philadelphia, Oct. 1. 
€spite reports from New York 
that he had been replaced as local 


/executive secretary of the American 


Guild of Variety Artists, Lee Trav- 
ers is continuing to do business at 
the same old stand. ‘All I know 
about it is what I read in VARIETY 
last week,’ was Travers’ comment. 
Travers, according to reports from 
_the board meeting in New York, has 
/been made a national representative 
for the southwest or New England, 
but he said he ‘wasn’t sure that he 
wanted the job.’ ‘However, I'm sit- 
ting tight until I hear from our New 
| York office,’ he said. 
Travers will be replaced by Tom 
Kelly, who was ousted Aug. 20 by 
| Hoyt C. Haddock, national executive 
| secretary, for ‘alleged’ incompetence. 
elly was reinstated by the na- 
tional board early last week (23) for 
a ‘probationary period’ after he was 
| backed up at a riotous meeting of 
|the Philly membership of Sept. 17. 
| At that time the Philly local threat- 
'ened to secede unless Kelly was put 
back on the job. 
| Meanwhile Travers said he was 
|holding up all attempts to sign up 
| local niteries to AGVA contracts be- 
| cause of the unsettled conditions. He 
| was seated as an AGVA delegate.to 
| the Philly Central Labor Union last 
| Wednesday (25) in place of Kelly, 
‘Continued on page 54) 





Joe (Dufor &) Rogers 


| 


| Going Into Eatery Biz 
At Dempsey’s 8th Ave. 


Joe Rogers, of Dufor & Rogers, 
outdoor concessionaires, has taken 
over the original Jack Dempsey’s 
restaurant at Eighth avenue and 50th 
street, New York. The partnership 
on the show end will continue, but 
Dufor will not be interested in the 
restaurant deal. Rogers, who says he 
is tired of traveling around the coun- 
| try, will relight Dempsey’s as a pop- 
ular price eating establishment, after 
extensive alterations. 

Rogers & Dufor are said to have 
invested $500,000 in various conces- 
sions at the New York World’s Fair 
last vear and are still conducting a 


number of shows in the amusement 
area this season. In addition, they 
operate the Rondevoo, one of the 
most popular thirst and dine spots 
in that section. It is the business 
drawn to the Rondevoo that led 


Rogers to decide on staying in that 


field Estimated that the place at 
whe Fair wil] gross $350,000 this sea- 
SOll 


Dempsey's is valued at $950,000. 
Rogers lease is for 10 years at $50,- 
000 annual rental. Last week the 
entire equipment was sold at auc- 
tion for about $30,000, original cost 
being around $160,000. New enters 
prise, known as Rogers Corner, Inc, 
will have entirely new equipment, 


QUIZ IN FILM HOUSE, 
DEMAND PIT MUSIC 





Troy, N. Y., Oct. i. 
Troy local of American Federation 
of Musicians wants seven-piece or- 
chestra to go into Proctor’s on Sat- 
urday night, because a quiz show is 
held on the stage and recorded for 


subsequent turntabling over WTRY 

Union officials take the 
stand that contestants (drawn from 
the audience) represent live talent 
and therefore instrumentalists should 
be hired. According to one story, 
the card holders group threatened to 
picket theatre last Saturday evening, 
but a continuation of negotiations 
averted a showdown. The latter will 
probably come sometime this week. 

Sponsor of the quiz is an insurance 
man—a rarity in the local radio ad- 
vertising field—and the cost of hiring 
the musicians would fail upon him. 
It was necessary to engage a union 
electrician to handle public address 
system when the half-hour program 
started. 

The musicians’ union was behind 
the widely publicized, but unsuccesse 
ful movement last winter and spring, 
to bring vaudeville back to Troy. 
Proctor’s was a vaudeville house for 


years. 


on Sunday. 


— 


‘ 


ca eee nr eae pe 








Wednesday, October 2, 1919 


VARIETY 


except for a few blue spots which; 
probably wili be eliminated. Too) 
much ‘sissy’ reference by Parker in 
|his scenes didn’t get a lot of re- 
| sponse and it's a little precarious be- 
|cause the Laurel and Hardy follow- 
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HOLLACE SHAW ; 
Songs | 
12 Mins. 
Coq Rouge, N. Y. 


BARRY, PRINCE AND CLARK (3) 
Songs-Piano 
12 Mins. 


with 
Cocoanut Grove, N. Y. 


|ing is largely juvenile and that part 


of the audience isn’t entirely hep to 
the innuendo. Parker is effective 
more legitimate gags into| 


which the audience could get its 


TRIBORO, N. Y. 


Patsy (Ginger) Johnston, Irma 


lesson for a bunch of blind and erjy- 
pled old men. It was rough and j;- 
fantile and the comics’ main depen,.- 
ence was on grotesque makeup, but 


7 pa ? ro This is a piano-singing trio with | teeth, | Vogelle, Ann Mitchell, Belie Ber-| it wasn't off-color and it really we; 
This class dining room had quite a | co «: along the lines of ‘She Had ee retie, Nanette, Artie Lloyd, Jack|over—probably to the performer, 
vogue the past two or three seasons a G og sce It at the Astor.’ The One of the biggest responses went Sha ’ Bobby Faye, Sam Spears | own amazement. And the erst hile 
with , society songstresses. Anne ~ As me tl their zippy ‘ries for |t© the Danny Dare Girls in mos aoe tet A , Herry Kane |strippers, Zonia Du Val Fe a 
Z , ? a ‘eSO 2 se : b : l« " baie “<? ed ey pe ri > y ’ ad om. oe 
phe sarap + ea wil Ey 4 poe ge the best results. Although the ma- ther ae ga te ree | chorus (10), showgirls (6); seven and Louise Rogers, got a big hand by 


the outstander of that cycle, but now 
mine host Frank Bonacchini really 
has a trained vocalist in his boite. 
Hollace Shaw, last in ‘Very Warm 
for May,’ is a seasoned warbler, both 
on the air and with stage back- 
ground. Her skill in handling the 
mike for full values, when she per- 
mits her fine soprano vocal range 


terial is perhaps a little too much on 
the blue side for all audiences, the 
ability to perform is there. Thus, the 
question of material should not be a 
great problem. Act looks like a 
definite comer. Up here it was a 
strons sock, when caught. A 
Boys, one of them at the piano 
most of the time, have a pip in ‘She 


}exhilarating enough in. it 


musketeer costumes, winding up 
with a duel-dance. Done before a 
very attractive drop, turn is one of 
the ranking efforts of its type locally | 
in years, | 

The Federicos sell their bridal bal- 
let number with something of a 
smash, and althouch there is nothing 
to rate 


'vaude acts incvuding Chris Pender, 


/ (brother of Al, manager of Loew's 


Rose Martin, Gloria Ann, Ray Janus, | 
Paul Dralin, Tony Rossi, Walters and 
Walters, 








Triboro, burley house on 125th st., 
N. Y., just east of Harlem, reopened | 
Sept. 20 backed by Dave Rosen 


just kicking up their dresses and 
doing a very mild bit of shaking as 
they paraded. 

There's really a lot of show for the 
low admission price, with the pro- 
duction revealing considerable flash 
Costuming, scenery and lighting are 
elaborate and striking. The produc- 
tion numbers compare favorably 


: : Wanted to Have It Taken’ (her pic- : ; | Ste Broadway), and Sidne with those in any of the big averae 
full sway, or ony = hn pgp ote ture, of course), Another is ‘Annie's heavy applause, this audience was spnell * delabion "Meleey fmf vaudeville refues. The 16 line girle 
to many another song Cousin Fanny,’ while still another is | visibly impressed. Cass, Owen and | ’ are young and 


not to blast and blare. ; 
On top of her vocal artistry, Miss 
Shaw is a personable miss who ad- 
justs iacesit handily to any new 
medium. She is the first of a super- 
audition hookup with Music Corp. of 
America, whereby ‘new faces in 
cafes will be showcased at the Coq 
Rouge, and Hollace Shaw inducts 
that policy with eclat and distinction. 
Nicely gowned in a red creation, her 
‘Breeze and I,’ ‘Maybe,’ ‘All the 
Things You Are’ (which she heralds 
as aving introduced in ‘Very 
Warm’) and ‘Never Smile Again | 
(though a much overdone ballad she 


gives it new values through her vocal , frank road company of the Dwight |c 


the number on the N. Y. World’s 
Fair. In the last-mentioned, the 
lyrics are written so that they rhyme | 
with a word everybody can guess 
when a coolish whistle is substituted | 
for it at the proper point. It’s a 
switch on an old saucy standard of 
the speakeasy era. Char. 





JAMES COPP Hl 

Pianologist 

Cafe Continental, N. Y¥. 
James Copp III is just out of col- 4 

lege and has that campus approach | 

to his not too brisk pianologs. A 





‘Topsy are strictly comedy acrobats, 
|The girls, a husky pair, slam them- 


selves and male partner around with 
speed and aplomb, vetting into some 
of the funniest three-way tangles 
imaginable, all of which are good for | 
laughs. 

Maxine Conrad gets off some good 
vocalizations with ‘Nobody's Baby’ 
and ‘Can't Resist You.” Makes a good 
appearance, too, and has nice staxe 
presence. Darlene Garner, Omaha 
product, dances solo in the opening. 

Sidney Gould, who got a big re-| 
sponse from his grotesque gum-| 
ewing and jaw manipulation, ap-| 


House had been engaged in a six- 
week battle with Mayor LaGuardia’s 
layman burlesque committee and the | 





churches in the neighborhood be- 


fore it succeeded in getting its ticket. | 
When the okay finally came, current | 
show was tossed together in 24) 
hours—and looks it. Stager is Jimmy | 
Allerton. 

House nick is 25c. to 1 p.m., 35c. to | 
5 and 55c. evenings. Policy is 
peculiar, probably the only one of 
its kind, Seven acts of vaudeville | 
are presented between burley, vaude | 
taking about 90 minutes and girlie 
show about the same. Vaude goes 
on three times daily, but Rosen is 


retty and they d: 
well. A star ballet is a hint a 
beauty with some fine toe dancing. 
The comics, Monroe Kirkland, Bert 
Marks and Mac Dennison, do right 
well for themselves under what they 
no doubt consider a heavy handicap 
Kirkland has an amusing specialiy 
during which he uses a knife and 
fork to extract music from dishware 
Natasha is a superior contortionist 
and acrobatic dancer. Parker Gee 
tenor, spoils his vo¢al work by his 
exaggerated gestures and mugging 
Walt Collins is an efficient straight 
man, Young and pretty, the Three 
Ladd Sisters sing and dance pleas- 


treatment) make for a popularly ap-| Fiske technique, he massages the pears with a capsule band on the ; a ; s.|imsly. ‘Rubinsky’ and an unbilled 
ealing cavalcade. She's exert | plano with the same effectiveness but | stage led by Parker. Gould's best | — RP neem: Brag Bebb od na woman violinist combine music and 
Seahe by Val Ernie’s sextet, of it ends there. It’s a matter of ma-|/effort aside from his accentuated | ferenanene Ot tate. a bit of comedy in a specialty that 


which the maestro and a battery of | 


terial, which must be spruced up) 


mugging is a vocal interpretation of | 


Midtown nudie nooks use shorts 


goes over very well. Paul Allen, the 


Sur . | : ‘wh: , hi | h t has ‘ 

four fiddles distinguish themselves considerably. Flight of Bumble Bee’ in which he} ouse tenor, has a fine voice. 
during their daneapation sessions and| Sporting a Princeton crew-style! gets his tongue so tangled at the| ied =~ ag an to pueee Se Big okay at Friday night perform- 
while accompanying Miss Shaw. Fol-| haircut, young Copp is said to hail finish that he had the audience in a, pone po seahertion seme at the | ance: Rees. 
lowing her will be Carole Rhodes. from Stanford where he developed | healthy state of laughter. \Triboro is not. very satisfactory, 


Incidentally, next week, in the 
Salon Tropical room above the Coq | 
Rouge. Bricktop (Ada de Conge),— 


the intime style of singing at the 
Steinway, which led him into this 
class East 52d street (N. Y.) nitery. 


Finale is a big colorful “Jitterbug | 
Conga,’ an eye and earful. 





' Acts, booked by Will Green, include 


which has led to the present scheme. 





CAPITOL, FRISCO 





- mi i i i ; tings are nifty for a modest, Chris Pender, m.c.; Rose Martin, " : 
once w.k. mistress of things and stuff Given the proper material he has a Sett : - ‘ | Care . ; . f San Francisco, Sept. 27. 
in her Bricktop’s nitery = ae | ogee rege engaging area ane ey like this along with the — | o_o ig Ag ose p Capitol, Follies, staged by Olive 
e 4 b. S, y ° : ’ - . —" } v; Fe : 
er partied Gioeenare to corben es of Side.- we: Abel. a personator; Paul Dralin, magi; Tony | Pritcher, “Eddie Aa AP at 
East 56th street, N. Y. Abel. ————— ALI-BALI Rossi, accordion, and Walters and! Fit-simmons, Betty Welborn geese 
eae | PASTINES AND FANCHON (3) B x —— —-" ee and ere ia| Worth, Jewel Southern, Margie ‘Sule 
ELENORE WOODS | Dancing (COLONIAL, DAYTON) ae "~. oe iitiasied Ms s,| livan, Helen Russell, Gloria Low. 
Nude Dance 8 Mins. —— ‘ & up S, abun 


| Rosen has his strippers on and off | 


Coc i > ‘ | Burlesque in Sa ancisc ‘ 

A one Grove, N. ¥ ° pomegt pe bh Pastine ; Dayton, Sept. 29. | in a flash. They're punko at the, ameationate by be Cun bein 
; ‘i as Miss Who formerly headed his own flash Three Sailors, Clyde Hager, Tiger, peeling art, at best. Extra heavy) beat about the bush nor bother with 

een Psi yl ol Rape act. Made up of two women and Foursome, Four Jungle Queens, G-string equipment is used and 4) anything as subtle as a blue na 
oe = “ Johnny, the routines, as performed Royal Samoan Band, Wilson Lang,; momentary flash of bared bosom be-| The torso tossers shed promptly ck 


clubs before joining the roof show at 
the Cocoanut Grove, atop the Park 
Central. She follows the appearance 
here recently of Sally Rand. Miss 


here, include a ballroom double, in 
which some slick handling give it 





standout smartness, and a number by 


Three Trojans. 16 Goona-Goona 
Girls; ‘Lady in Question’ (Col). 


| Showgals likewise unharness while 


fore the duckout is all that’s allowed. | 


standing still, but it’s crudely done 
and the femmes aren’t much on looks. 


| white light. 
| impossibility to show more than is 


do their work in the full glare of 


It would be a physical 


Wood previously was at the old| the three members of the turn along| Opening here as a newly organized t | unveiled here, and all is serene. 
Senewsed and Paradise niteries. | waltz lines, the man carrying his two | unit, ‘Bali-Bali,’ tropical revue, needs | Irma Vogelle, little blonde looker,} Frisco, in fact, peacefully maneaets 
She offers a number billed as the | femme partners. Also effective. considerable doctoring to make it a| on in the trey position among the | three stripperoos, the downtown 


Spider Dance, employing a fan, but 
giving the customers a pretty liberal | 
peak at her chassis. The specialty 
delivers the desired kick and is| 
effectively routined. Char. 


CARLOS RAMIREZ 


The double is billed as danse etude 
and is by The Pastines, while for the 
other second girl (Fanchon) is added. 
Trio makes a nice appearance. 

Char, 





| otic dancing, but in its specialties it 


standout of its type. It has a large | 
company, about 50 in all, its produc- 
tion numbers are colorful and well | 
executed, with tuneful music and ex- 


can stand lots of bolstering. 
Highlight of the production num- 





four doffers, actually rates tops. Ann 
Mitchell, who doubles from the} 
showgals, is at the other end. Show 
window dummies have been known | 
to do better. Patsy (Ginger) John- | 
ston and Belle Berrette round out 
(and that ‘round’ is used advisedly) 
the quartet. Nanette, an okay 


Capitol, the Liberty in North Beach 
and the little Kearney on the fringe 


| of Chinatown. 


Grinding three-a-day with pic- 
tures at 55c., the Capitol enjoys the 
luxury of printed programs and 
takes considerable display space to 


> ° rs is rell-trai t : plug its we shange > 

ie trartinteus, N. ¥. | Unit Reviews | Girls work Soau ant base ates ‘to ae eas SB age yA ie Bh heavy on, py om glns ae cur 
Carlos Ramirez is a newcomer to ae eo he — Laat | speeding. power 4 a aoe roo 

Ny AM ‘a — —— | band, keep the proceedings hopping | Comics are in a class with the) Bill caught itemized 1 sents 

Lily Pons in S.A. He's a Centnial LAUREL AND HARDY along. One particularly effective | Strippers. They don't even pick! presented with some effort at stag- 


tenor who warbles Latin and Mexi-| 
can ballads with the same facility as | 
he does operatic excerpts. The para- | 
dox of grand opera in a conga- 
rhumba cafe like La Martinique is 
the highlight of, his 


| number is done with masks and por- 
| Toeoene weird dances of the South 
Omaha, Sept. 29. | sa : 
Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy But more than production numbers | 
Lew Parker & Co., Cass, Owen and| 2° required these days for success 
4 of such a unit. A good and 


(ORPHEUM, OMAHA) 





| good skits from among the familiar 


oldies which they use. Artie Lloyd 
and Bobby Faye both use Jack 
Shaw for straight, while Sam Spears 
works with George Reynolds. Foye’s | 
the best of the lot. 


ing against a colorful Moorish back- 
ground which has no particular re- 
lation to the Parisian theme. 
Putty-nosed comic here is Eddie 
Haywood, with Chhirles_ Fritcher 
playing straight. Material is stand- 


engagement, | Topsy, the Federicos, Maxine Con- m.C. Ten ponies are no better or) 5, . 
. proving socko all the way. rad, James Mortan, Carleton Keloey | Comedian to bind the whole thing wees than the usual lineup. Cos-| are, Dis Haywood puts considerable 
He's a good radio bet, too. Abel. | Sidney Gould, Danny Dare Girls; ‘Dr_| ‘08*ther are needed; also a change | tumes, like those of the showgals | bach into the chore of filling up the 
iaiaiemalits Kildare Goes Home’ (M-G). s *|in some of the acts, which are too are pretty had. ; | Saps between the gals. Participates 


MORGAN and RANDALL 
Acrobats 
Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 


| standard. 
On the same day that Jimmie Fig-| The Three Sailors go through the 
ler’s almost-tearful plaint in the loca] |Same nonsensical monkeyshines as 


press about Laurel and Hardy leav- | always and are sadly in need of a/| 





Harry Kane does! 
the sideline warbling during their 
numbers and one other solo, which | 
is good, but in Italian and too slow. | 


in four skits, bluntly billed 
pital,” ‘Hotel,’ etc. 

Stripping starts in trey spot with 
Masked Marvel, who sells it nicely. 


‘Hos- 


This team of strong-arm experts | ; c Show as a whole lacks pep. : z : 
dress in white eton ot ated ames ing Hollywood for, in effect, the change of act. Clyde Hager’s pitch Herb. Fite one — bs tne A is gee 
trousers, winged collars and each rough and untried’ perils of the|act goes good the first time, but meee: | with a torrid tae meee eas 


wear a monocle. They effect an Eng- 
lish cheerio-old-chappie manner in 


road, the two comics stepped out on | thereafter falters. 
the Orpheum stage with their Holly- | 
wood unit to begin their tour. Re-/of 


Three Trojan huskies do a round | 
somersaults, 


ALVIN, MPLS. 





t bump routine. Cap 
goes In more for solos than tableaux, 
Margie Sullivan and Helen Russell 


a ane ak caste toe tourer ott sult is a show that, despite bumpy | thrills in one of WR na wee num- oe ~ | na gran it siiite Remoemantinas 

into the act. That’s all right in its Pots here and there, should level out | bers, as do the Tiger Foursome, pre- | Minneapolis, Sept. 28. | “Rupp era, ; ar 

place, but its place isn’t opening a into ace entertainment. Laurel and| viously Three Martels and Ack ‘Rhythm Revels’ with Natasha,! or oa — ee 2 see 

cafe floor show. Unfortunate spot Hardy themselves pace the whole|and who are in Jack Benny’s ‘Buck | Z°7’@ Du Val, Marie Voe, Louise can-San, taeson in Tap’ and Pic- 

cine hoe ee. ate spot-| colorful affair with a smart idea | Benny Rides Again’ (Pee) But the Rogers, ‘Charmettes’ (16), Monroe| ture Number sessions, most inter- 
a 3 . i Instead of doing the customary | is > 1c Gist es Kirkland, Bar ¢ i | esting sidelight being reaction of 
Tricks are excellent. Evervthing | Hollywood ace th mary |act is too dated. Wilson Lang war- TI , Bart Marks, Mac Dennison, | customers to couple of occasions 

they do is perfectly effortless, and rt, they take | bles a couple of tunes in weak tenor | Three Ladd Sisters. Parker Gee:| when terp talent breaks out, In the 


some of the stunts border on the im- 
possible, such as that whirlwind lift 
from simultaneous sleeping positions. 
Their stuff gives evidence of thought 
as well as rigid practice and prac- 
tically all of it is eye-opening. Might 
get better results. however, if they’d 
sandwich the casual in 
something mere rapid for a starter. 
Cohen. 


CONNIE RUSSELL 
With Al Siegal 
Songs 
Famous Door, N. Y. 

Newest protege of Al Siegal has 
everything necessary, voice, a pleas- 
ing and well trained delivery, and a 


fresh appearance, all of which au- | 


gurs a bright future. Her voice has 
power, range and she leaves little 
doubt as to her control over it: 
George Gershwin’s ‘Liza’ demon- 
strated that as an opening tune when 
caught. 

Though ‘Louisiana Purchase’ is not 
enough in the popular groove to get 
a true idea of her ability at such 
tempos, she shows enough in that 
song, as a Closer in company with 
the Ross trio, to indicate that this 
style is no hurdle. In between she 
uses an original tune written by Sie- 
gal, a strong piece of writing, to 
good results. 

Singer a definite click here 

Wood. 


between | 


| bows. 


quick introduction by the m.c.. Lew 
Parker, then swing directly into the 
kind of stuff that has won their fans. 

After one of those stumbling cross- 
purposes arguments, pair go into a 


| and a girl billed as the ‘White God- |! 
| dess’ does a dance in a costume as 
meagre as the burlesk houses offer. 
The biggest applause goes to two un- 


- : | billed colored males who wear th-m- 
full-stage police station scene, basis | selves down in fancy taps Kany 
of their comedy resting on efforts to | : a . 
get a driver's license for Hardy. Both | “a 


are made un as accident victims | e 
Philly AGVA 


which in itself is a big laugh, Hardy 
Continued from page 53 





having his arm in a sling and Laurel 
setting a lot of bellylaughs via some 
business with a bandaged thumb by | 

flipping off the bandage every few but it is believed the latter would 
|minufes and revlacing it from a stock | get his old seat back as soon as the 


| Of spares in his coat pocket. While | local ‘ straig 
not exactly grotesque, the makeup is | a — Sy arenes 











a strongly e si j | i i 
gh mphasized version of | ; at night, and pop prices. 





thoir familiar screen appear 
Only once or Sales’ Baas Laceet | Nat'l Beard Makes It Official 

run his fingers through his hairyand| _ National board of the American 
he breaks into his comedy sob just Guild of Variety Artisis, meeting in 
three times—enough to give the cus- New York Monday (30), made the | 
tomers an identification mark. Their probationary reinstatement of Tom 
| eae ee ae : burly desk sergeant, | Kelly as Philly executive secretary 

igerent attitude followed by | official. Lee Travers. in the post 


|a quick backdown after he glares at! : : 
them, are of the familiar eiters of te Pas being notified by mail to re- 
linquish the post. 


L-H screen stuff. It got big laughs 
According to Dewey Barto, na- 


from fairly big audiences opening | 
ieake Only one. appearance, betae|bened, sally’ will be iieen crore on, 
Seoareene ree by the adult portunity to make gry ieee 
the audience, and had to take several Pomengeo Ripe atta ter dang 

Supporting items of the bill, which t4imed in any paid position. It was 


‘runs an hour. are extremely good first reported that he would hold a 


and show looks like the real thing | position of national rep of AGVA. 


| production numbers and the slapstick 


'the way the audience at this particu- | 


_plauded the ancient comedy and anti- 


,dians working clean. This material, 


Walt Collins, Paul Allen, ‘Rubinsky’ 
and His Music (2); ‘Sing, Dance, 
Plenty Hot’ (Rep). 


Adjusting their policy to what they 
consider the needs of their particular 
house, Harry Hirsch and Harry 
Katz, veteran sponsors of burlesque | 
here, have gone pure and deleted all | 
smut and stripping from these mid- | 
western wheel shows. They’re offer- 
ing the stuff as straight revues plus 
first-run independent feature pictures | 
in this centrally located house, a new | 
spot for them. There’s a continuous | 
performance with three stage shows | 
a day, one in the afternoon and two | 


Whether there's enough of an audi- 
ence for this type of entertainment 
still remains to be proved. The ques- 
tion is whether the sole concessions 
to the burlesque fans in the shape 
of the semi-nudes in the showgirl 


will provide a sufficient kick to pull 
em in, and whether the general pub- 
lic will go for it. Surprising too, was | 
lar show (27), comprising many 
elderly men and women and school 
girls and boys, laughed and ap- 


quated skits of the burlesque come- 





which couldn’t offend a Sunday 
School teacher, included the sheil | 
game worked with lemons, the St. | 


course of the ‘Tap’ number, Betty 
Welborn does some fast solo step- 
ping, followed by Mickey Worth 
pegsing away on toes. Neither has 
anything to do with the motive pilot- 
ing the pew-holders into the house. 
but instinctive recognition of un- 
looked for talent brought corre- 
sponding flurry of applause, which 
should prove something. Cast also 
includes a tenor, John Barker, who 
seemed bored at show caught 
Hardest worker in troupe appears to 
be the Welborn lass, also credited 
with costuming. 

Intermish used by pitchmen ped- 
dling ice cream, and prize candy 
plus a sex mag. Wern. 


LOUIS CHICCO MURDERED 


Left Music for Trade—Negro Slash- 
es Him to Death 











Los Angeles, Oct. 1. 

Louis Chicco, 36, former harpist- 
Orchestra leader, was slashed to 
death Monday (30) by a discharged 
Negro employee at his fluorescent 
lighting business here. 

For years he conducted his own 
orchestra on the Don Lee Network 
and was actively employed in pic- 
ture studios and as a coach. 

He recently gave up music for 


| James infirmary number and a music ' business career. 
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Variety Bills 


THIS WEEK (Sept. 27) 
NEXT WEEK (Oct. 4) 


Numerals In connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 


Marco & Romola 
Joe Capello Ore 
La Conga 
Eddie Le Baron Ore 
| Armando Ore 
| Harris, Claire & 8 
Rosita Rios 
Gloria Belmonte 
Ramon Serrano 
Johnny Rodriguez 
Galvan Dance 


Ia Marquise 


Muriel Welch 
Chris Curtis 
Frances Connolly 





Jeanne Jordan 








— 


Loew 











NEW YORK CITY WASHINGTON 


State (3) Capitol (4) 
Leo Reisman Ore Rhythm Rockets 
Bobby May Tiebor’s Seals 


Radio Ramblers 
Helen Forrest 
Readinger 2 


Mario & Floria 
Benay Venuta 
Don Rice 








Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY serty ey 
Paramount (2) at Lenoy 

Jane Froman DETROIT 

Frankie Masters Or Michigan (4) 


3 Stooges 


Johnny Barnes Ozzie Nelson Ore 


Harriet Hilliard 


BUFFALO Del Rios 
Buffalo (4) V & B Ebsen 
Major Bowes U Eddie Garr 
CHICAGO MINNEAPOLIS 
ws 7 (4) Orpheum (4) 
Wes a 
Malate & ay a U 


Louise Massey Co 

Lazaners 

Bud Hughes Co 
State Lake (4) 

lou Breese Ore 

Diosa Costello 


Orpheum (4) 
Blue Barron Ore 
Stump & Stumpy 
3 Arnolds 
‘Audrey Corley 








RKO 














BOSTON COLUMBUS 
Boston (38-6) Palace (4) 
6 Antalecks Ball Ball 
Tinberg & Rooney ! DAYTON 
Lorraine & Rognan | : 

Nellle Arnaut Co Colonial (4) 
Al Trahan |} Ken Murray Rev 
. ’ ’ i Carol Landis 

CLEVELAND | Tito Guizar 
Palace (4) (27) 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore | Bali Rali 
Vanderbilt Boys | SYRACUSE 
Robberts & White . 
Roy ae ~~ (27) 
( : nn 
en thane thee | UNION CITY 
Carol Landis . Capitol (4) 
' 


Tito Guizar Sally Rand Co 





Warner 








NEW YORK CITY | Jean Parker 
. Steffi Duna 
Strand (4) Isabel Jewell 
Bobby Byrne Ore Lya Lys 
3 Pitchmen Gene Manners 
Raymond Wilbert Betty Jane Cooper 
Colstons f : 
Gail Manners evened 
Astor - 
ELMIRA George Hal! Ore 
Keeney’s (9-10) Dolly Dawn 
George Hall Ore =@3" z 
Dolly Dawn w ae age Aga 
carle ( 
PHILADELPHIA Gae Foster Gls 
Earle (4) | Grace & Nikko 
Glenn Gray Ore |} Kdward Roecker 
Andrew Sis {Chas Carrer 
Berry Bros | (27) _ 
(27) i|Glenn Miller Ore 
George Jessel Berry Bros 
Rochelle Hudson ' Roy Davis 





Independent 











NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (3) 
Boris & Nouradoff 

Dick, Don & D 


Dorn Bros & Mary 
Pansy 
Collins & Peterson 


ELIZABETH 


Ivan Triesault Liberty (4-6) 

Nicholas Daks R ' 

Louise Fornaca i 

Marie Grimald! Jimmy Gerard 8 
Jack McCoy 


Selma Kaye 
Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 


Smith & Hart 
Banks & Fay 
Herbie Loe 


Roxy (4) FALL RIVER 
Peter Lind Hayes Empire (1-3) 
Betty Jane Hayes Roy Atwell 


Paul Ash Ore 
Riviera (6) 
Ann Dupont Ore 
Deep River Boys 
Joe & Lou Caites 
Terry & Walker 
Windsor (3) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
3 Chocolateers 
Cotton Club Boys 
Avis Andrews 
Spoons Brown 


Deep River Boys 
Fraday Dance 
Skating Macks 
White & Stenley 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (2) 
Beehee & Rubyatt 
Masters & Young 
Herbie Loe 
Banks & Fay 
HARTFORD 
State (4-7) 


naga , | Larry Clinton Ore 
Ri atbush (8) Bert Wheeler Co 
aon ae Goodrich & Nelson 
ay Rolger Una Cooper 


Bob Howard 
Sunnie O'Dea 
BALTIMORE 


1 iPPodrome (4) 
Uwood Co-Eds 


NEWARK 
Adams (4) 
Milton Berle Rev 


Tommy Riggs 
Bea Wain 


yore, Adler Sara Berle 
Mills — 4 Step Bros 
Pearl Robins 

a. State (6-8) PATERSON 

‘ent Foursome 3 

Jack Morrison N ey i 
(3-5) i 

Hal - LaMarr & Lopez 

¢ & H Raywin 3 Heat Waves 


Us Howard Co 


Dowling Gls 6 Grays 





BUFFALO ae a 
Century 4 ays 
Punsafre Us | palane, 
CAMDEN | Arnaut Bros 
y Towers (4-6) | June Taylor 


ers 'Sunyva Slane 








Slim Timblin Co 
16 Lonergan Gls 
Carman (4-7) 
Parker Bros & L 
Ross & LaPierre 
Roy Benson 
Brown & Ames 
PITMAN 
Broadway (5 only) 
Jack Morrison 
Marshall & Shields 
Kent Foursome 


PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (4-6) 
George Jessel U 
Jean ‘Parker 
Rochelle Hudson 
Isabelle Jewell 
Steffi Duna 
Lynn Lys 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Jean Gary 

WORCESTER 

Plymouth (7-9) 





Hollywood Hotel U 


la Martinque 
Val Olman Ore 
Geo Tapps 
Collette Lyons 
Harris & Shore 
Carlo Ramirez 
Fausto t‘urbello Ore 


Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 


Le Coq Rouge 
Val Ernie Ore 
Tisdale 3 
Hollace Shaw 








Cabaret Bills 


Leon & Fddie’s 
Lou Martin Orc 
Kiddie Davis 
Ginger, Dulo 





Charlotte Vogue 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Frank Mandella Or 
Pedrito Ore 
Eleanor French 

Barney Gallant’s 
Ann Palmer 
Irene Barclay 
Carter & Bowie 
Virginia Gibson 
Dorothy Blaine 
Loretta Lane 
Freda Sullivan 
Russel) & Farrar 

Beachcomber 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Chayez Ore 
Betty Alisn 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Victoria Cordova 
Bill Bertolotti's 
Den Sylvio Ore 
Angel Ore 
Moya Gifford 
Eloise Cooper 
Joan Benoit 
Jeannette Garratt 
Billy Cascade 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 
Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 
Brown Derby 
Edith Roark 
Evelyn Wilson 
Lorraine Lloyd 
Terry Carroll 
Ray Bourbon 
Cafe Bruno 
Harold Hauser 
Betty Bryant 
King’s Ramblers 
Cafe Continental 
James Copp Ill 
Mauricette 
Eli Spivak 
Cafe Loyale 
George Ore 
Cafe Pierre 
Bob Knight Ore 
Mili Monti 


Cafe Society 


Joe Sullivan Ore 
Billie Holliday 


Ore 


Roy 


Sister Tharpe 
Art Tatum 
Chateau Moderne 
Maurtce Shaw Ore 
Irving Harris 
Margaret Scott 
Bill Taylor 

Club Cuba 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Machita Ore 


Club Encore 


Jack Sherr Ore 
Dan Healy 
Helen Kane 
Fioria Vestoff 
Dick Kennedy 
Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Ore 
Jack White 
Pat Harringten 
Frankie Hyers 
Betty Jerome 


Club Gaucho 
Don Miguel 
La Gitanilla 
Lyda Luis 
San Juan 8 
Myrta Silva 

Cuban Casino 


Ore ° 


Consuelo Moreno 
Don Casanova 
Dimas & Belen 
Effi Dorre 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Noble Sisslie Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Blanche Ring 
Gilda Gray 
Eddie Leonard 
Julian Elitinge 
Harland Dixon 
Prof Lamberti 
Wini Shaw 
Horton Spurr 
Dave Mallen 
Herman Hyde 
Sally Burrell 
Ei Chico 

Don Alberto Orc 
Joyita & Maravilla 
Jose & Paquita 
Juan Saro 
Norma Lucero 

El Morocco 
Jack Towne Ore 

Famous Door 
Teddy Powell Orc 
Connie Russell 
Sid Tomack 
Reese Bros 
Glen Island Casino 
(New Rochelle, NY) 
Gene Krupa Orc 

Havana- Madrid 


!O De La Rosa Ore 
Juanito Sanabria Or 
Sergio Orta 
Estela & Papo 
Maruja Serrano 


Arturo @ortez 
Alberto Torres 
Lolita Moya 
Luis Rijos 


Hickory House 
Joe Maraala Ore 


Hotel Astor 


Hotel Belmont- 
Plaza 
Arthur Ravel Ore 

Zito Ore 
Sonny Tufts 
Dacita 
Betty Carey 


Hotel Biltmore 
Ray 
Gloria Hope 
Dick Kissinger 

Hotel Bossert 

(Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane Ore 

Hotel Edison 

Gray Gordon Orc 


Al Kaveiin Ore 
Marlyn Stuart 
Imogen Carpenter 
Hotel Homestead 
(Kew Gardens) 
Sleepy Hall Ore 
4 Dudes 
Irene Anderson 
Bea Isaacson 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray McKinney 
Honolulu Maids 
Hotel Lincoin 
| Tony Pastor Orc 
Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Ore 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 





Dilla Gene 
Edwina Blades 
Alfred Trenkler 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Roberts & Farley 
Ross MacLean 
Margaret 


(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke 
Jack Waldron 
Rarry, Prince & C 
Pastins & Fanchon 


Ore 





Sande Williams Orc 


Heatherton Or 


Hotel Essex House 


Woody Herman Or 


Richmond | Red 
Hotel Park Central 


Count Boris 
Lindy Hoppers 


Monte Carlo 


Ted Straeter Ore 
Velero Sis 


Pago Pago Club 
Armando Orc 
Sigrid Lassen 
Hilda Moreno 
Tani 

Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farre!l 
Joe Ravazo 
Vincent de Costa 
Art Tubertini 
Tino Donelli 

Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
“‘fonsuelo Flowerton 
Estelle Jayne 
Jean Walters 
Roberta Welch 
Baron Gyldenkron 

Rainbow Griil 
Barry Winton Ore 
Juban & Marijori 
Dr Sydney Ross 


Bar of Music 


Maxine Lew!s 

Bill Jordon 

George Kent 

John Hale 

Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 

Patricia Kay 

The Albins 

Howard Nichols 





Ore | Gord’n's Racketeers 


Veluscos 
Jonunny Pi “ne rds oO 


} 

| Qiapv Ball 

| Neville Fleeson 

| Nellie 
Cocoanut Grove 

Georges & Jalna 

Clyde Lucas Ore 

Farl Carroll 


Luteher 


Francis & Gray 
} Slate Bros 
|} Fay Carroll 


Bob Bromley 
Frakson 





Roh Williams 
Dust 
|} Bill Brady 
Lolita & Arado 
|} Jean Tighe 
Edward Aguliar Or 
\j Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 


8 Nightingales |NTG & Cal Frolics 
‘Scat’ Powell | David Marshall Ore 
Elenore Wood Forty-One Club 

Roberti Roberts __ | walter Dyson 

| Hotel Pennsylvania | paul Kende!l 

| Russ Morgan Ore Ben Frommer 

Carol Kaye Grace Hayes Lodge 

} Paul Roberts } , 1, aces 

i Jimmy Lewis ad 
, e ll es 

Hotel Plaza Whitey Roberts 


Dick Gasparre Ore 
Gerry Morton Or¢ 

Dixie Dunbar 

| John Buckmaster 

Hope Manning 

| Albert Drake 

| Grace Poggi 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Vlaza 
Emile Petti 
Hilderarde 

Hotel Shelton 
Johnny Johnson Or 
Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 
Johnny McGee Ore 
Betty Bradley 
|} Alan Gerard 
| Worral Sis 
| Bud Lawrence 

Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Orc 
| Emule Boreo 
Glover & LaMae 
Arline Thomson 

Hotel St. Regis 
Hal Saunders Orc 
Gus Martel Orc 
Dorothy Lewis 
Heasley Twins 


Ore 





Hotel Taft 


Hotel Waldorf- 


Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Eddy Duch!n Ore 
June Robbins 
Lew Sherwood 
Tony Leonard 
Johnny Drake 
Gower & Jeanre 
Hurricane 
Eddie Bush Orc 
Romo Vincert 
| Let Lahni 
|} Deane Janis 
‘Carole & Sherod 
| Enrico & Novello 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Winnie Duncan 
Carter & Schaub 





Ingra Borg 
| Betty Carter 
Tangia 


Ilelen Holmes 


Bili & Betty Wade 


Frankie Masters Or 


1 Jimmie Aims 
| Herb Dubraub 
i} Robbv Evans 
| J mie Blake 
Andre 
| r Khernard Or 
| 
| It Cafe 
Al Graham Ore 
| la Conga 


de Flores 


CHI 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
Jerr) Shelte 
Virginia Hays 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Phil Levant 
Gate Robbins 
|} Ashburns 
Hadle Gis 
Don Gordonl 
Blackhawk 
Dick Shelton Ore 
14 Inkspots 
Don & Beverly 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 


Felipe 


Ure 





Ore 


Fave 
Devron Ore 
Bon Air 

Abe Lyman Ore 
Jane Froman Ore 

Russel! Swann 
Readinger Twins 
Lathrop Bros & lee 
Dan Sterlings Ore 
Rose Gils 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
|} Charlotte Viorris 
| Cecile Pittman 
Wi yne Elliott 
| Dorothy Duval 
Bob Billings 


Gloria 
George 





| Broadmont 
Flo Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
Sharone Stringer 
Whitman G)s 
Herb Rudoiphs Ove 
Chez Daree 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Kitty (ar ! 
Danny a\e 


William Palermo O°) 


LOS ANGELES 


| Victor Hugo 


Rainbow Room 
| Ben Cutler Orc 
| Elvira Rios 
Monna Montes 
Jose Fernandez 
Whitson Bros 
Virginia Hays 
Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N.J.) 
Joe Reichman Ore 
Panche Ure 
Harry Richman 
Joe E Lewis 
Sophie Tucker 
Chandra-Kaly 
Chester Hale Gls 
Ruban Bleu 
Caspar Reardon 
Paula Lawrence 
Vera Sanoff 





Russian Kretchma 
Nicolas Matthey Or | 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
'Adia Kuznetzoff 
Senia Karavaefft 

| Michel Michon 

| Mishi Uzdanoff 

| Arjsiak Arafelova 
\ Sawdust Trail 
| Vera Milton 

| Ella Shields 
Margie Coates 

} 

} 


Syd Fran! s 
Spivy's Roof 
| Frank Shumann 
Haywood & Allen 
| Spivy 
Hildegarde Ha'liday 
stork Club 
' Jack Harr:s Ore 
| Tony's 
|; Diann 
| Tony 
Torch Club 
Owen & Parler 
Imogene © nter 
Versailles 
M Bergcere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Sheila Barrett 
Paul PDraper 
Village EParn 
‘Lang Thomson Ore 
. Joe & B Lee 
Rossilianos 
Jean Mona 
Virginia Austin 
Radio Rubes 
} Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Ore 
Irene Stanley 
Howard & Lee 
Lola Warner 


Dale 
Soma 


, Raquel & Tarriba 

' Paul Neighbors Or 
| Phillip Lopez Ore 

Paris Inn 


Kenny Henr)son 

| Dominic 
Marg’rite & M'rtirez 
Henry Monet 
Gloria Randall 
Valeska Powell 
Loyanne & Renard 
Phorien Aroura 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
| Pirates Den 
|Carmen D'Antoni® 
Pegleg Happeney 
Piper Manning 
Shadrack Boys 
Max Fidler Ore 
Eddie Albany 


Seven Seas 


Lilia Kipikona 
Puanani Mathews 





Partello Gls 
Red Saunders Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Giass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Ore 
(Peacock Rm) 

Joe Vera 
Fdgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 

Ted Weems Ore 
Perry Como 
Elmo Tarner 
Harris, Claire & S 
Marvel Maxwell 
Dor Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 
Franke’s Casino 
Wally Rand 
Rae LeRoy 
Harriet Whrlick 
Lord & Janis 
Billie Webb 
Karen Stephanie 
Ann Anderson 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Hal Munroe Orc 
Wynn Faire 
Nord Richardson 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Sctinbert 
Al Trace Ore 
Hol!ty Swansen 
Helen Sumner 
Al Veirra Ore 
L’Alglon 
Emil DeSalvi Ore 
Dorothy Johnson 
Arsene Siezel 
Isobel de Marco 
Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Mary Ann Sackley 
Crusaders Ore 
Liberty lnna 


Dor*hy de Houghton | 


Marion Crawford 
Marna 
San.my Haas 
Karen Stephuny 
Earl Wiley Ore 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
New Yorker 
Mildred Craig 
Wally. Rand 
Brtwsters 
Ray & Harrison 


Hoveler Gls 
Arne Barnett 
Al Milton Ore 


©ld Heidelberg 


Irma Cooper 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Octette 
Heidelberg Ens 
Joly irvanzl Ore 
Franzel Ore 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Ray Noble Ore 
Chick & Lee 
Trixie 
Dancing Debonairs 
Dorothy Dale 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ure 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Vanther Room) 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Dunham Singers 
Carl Marx 
Silver Cloud 
Andy Lee 


Honore & Joy 
lone O'Dennell 
Shirley Gale 
Rabeite Gls 
Elinor Daniels 
ljazel Zalus 


606 Club 


Margret Faber Gls 
Maxine de Shon 
Jackie Hilliard 
Betty Shayne 
Hiarriet Brent 
Cecil Von Dell 
Margo 

Jeri MeCauley 
Marge Gibson 
Jean Mode 
Anita ITane 

Jo Ann Carroll 
| Wilma Novak 
Lilii Dawn 

Sol Lake Oro 

! Tripoll 3 

Suzie Q 


Hal Barbour 
Yvonne Nova 
Kay La Salle 
Joy Kelese 
Rocky Ellsworth 
Verne Wilson Orc 


Ore 





Ray Reynolds 
Steve Stutland Ore 
Jean Gilbert 

Lydia Harris 
Ginger Wood 

Elliot & Fontaine 
Gladys Zimmerman 





PHILADELPHIA 


Club Bali 
Sylvia Froos 
Billy de Wolfe 
Gali-Gali 
La Comparsa 
Di Gitanos 
Allen Fielding’s Ore 
Juanita Ore 
W Wenger Gls 
Deloyd Mackaye 
Adam & Jane 


(8) 


| Ben Franklin Hotel 


Bill MeCune Orc 
Katherine Hoyt 
Gordon Robt 
Maurice & Cordoba 


Carroll's 
Bob & Betty 
Elissa Cerf 
iKddie White 
Gage Dixon 
Ted Oliver Ore 
Crescent Log Cabin 


Brown 





Jane Avelar 
Johnie Bright Ore 
Slapsy Maxie’s 

Lewis & Moore 

Margie Gerretson 

Oshins & Lessy 

| Louis de Pron 
Maxie Rosenbloom 

iCullen Richards 

;} Louis Da Pron 

|J Riley Scott Ore 
Somerset House | 

Harry Ringland 

Hi Hatters 

| Lorraine Elliot 

Leu Sailee Ore 





Swanne Inn 


Gladys Rentley 

Eddie Beal 

Dudley Dickerson 
Topsy’e 

Topsy’s Girlesque | 

Russ Brown 


Marvin Dale 


Ore 

| 
Matty Malneck Orc | 
Wilshire Bowl 


Don & Beverly 
Phil Harris 


CAGO 


Cole Dancers 
| Bobby May 
Gloria Day 
Evans Gis 

} Club Alabam 
Jean Cook 
| Marion Moore | 
Harriet Norris } 
|} Allen Coe 
Rernie Adler j 
| 
| 

} 





| Jackie Alien 

Inez Gambol 

| Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Orc 

| Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 


| Club Minuet 
| Colleen 

| Diane Clifton 

| Jean Bell 

| Ethel Brown 
Fillmore Sherman 
| Art Fischers Orc 


Del Estes 


Coleny Club 
| Sacasas Orc 
Monchita Ore 
| Colosimos 
Frank Farnum 
| Francine 
|; Janice Davenport | 
| Yvette Rugel 
Jack Prince 
F Quartell Orc 
Pronaph Gls 
Club Dellsa 
Billy Mitchell 
«yelone Morgan 
Billie Eckstein 
le Alexander 
Chippie Hill | 
6 Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Willie 
‘harles Isom 





| Musical 


| Stanley 


| Betty 





(Gloucester Hghts, 
N. Jd.) 


Jane Eldridge 
Anthony & Janne 
Babe Scott 

Cusano’s 
Ferlano & Smith 
Eddie Grey 


j Trouper 
| Ozzie 
| Dottle 


yells 
Brennan 
Kay Tistter 
Sunner Orc 

Cadillac Tavern 
Jack Randolph 
Beth Calvert 
Mau iot Nova 
Edythe Brown 
Hiarry Dobbs Ore 
liendrique & & 
Riffs 

Di Pinto’s 

M Montgomery Ore 
Roberta Foraker 
Phil Cape 


Ralph 


Mat & Therese 
Joe Wayne 
Embassy 
Costaine & Barry 
Dorothy Volkoff 
Nino Nanni 
Geo Clifford 
Johnny Parris 
Adele Norella 


Cynthia Hare 
Thelma Flowers 
Lucia & Pepita 
Curt Weiler Ore 
Evergreen Casino 
Mary Brighton 
Sidare & Kay 
Beth Challis 
Vivian Vance 
Gis (8) 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
Vaughn Bordeaux 
1523 Locust 
Bubbles Shelby 
Stone 
Judy Lee 
Kay Laney 
Kings of Swing 
Henrt's 
Andre & Frances 
Ray O'Day 
Al Blank 
Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne’sa Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Elaine Barrett 
Dora Maugham 
Paul Sydell 
Cheena di Bimone 
Patricia Kingsley 
Bob Russell 
Oxford Boys 
Giamour Gis (14) 
Helene Heath 
Patricia hing 
Neil ontaine Ore 
Augusto Sanabla Or 
Jam Session 
Miekey House 
Toe Verrechia 
Geo Litz 


Ore 


Helen Shell 

Diane Durand 

Marty Bohn 

Aimee Organ 

Nancy Lee 

| Irving Braslow Ore 

| Hopkins Trio 
Lexington Casino 

Lucille Long 

| Charlie Gaines Ore 

; Mike Joffree 

| 6 Boulevard Belles 

Norman Bolster 

Lillian Fitzgerald 

Frances Gaye 

Harry Rose 

| John, Rube & Eddy 

Lexington Trio 

Lido Venice 


John Joseph Ore 
Frank Hall 

Trent & Strafford 
Carmen Torrente 
Harry McKay 
Marjorie Drummond 
Joyettes 

Mary Eller 

Little Rathskeller 
Helen Brooks 
Jackie Miles 





Johnny & George 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Anita Jones 


Countess Romoft 
Count Boris 
Manchinos 
Minstrel Tavern 
George Marriott 
Sissie Loftus 
Ed MeGoldrich, Sr 
Mae Ruesell 
Lois Wright 
Margie Marsh 
fony Calozzo 
| Marriott's R'm 
Bella Belmont 
Manoa Inn 
Jack Hitchinson 
Lucille Manners 
Sunny 
| Romaine 
Nancy Newell 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
| Edythe Sallade 
Jean Niles 
Montgomery's 
| Bobby Melivane 
|} Casper & Rash 
| Fran Caswell 
| Johnn Welsh 
Penn Fay 
Open Door 
Dick Thomas 
| Stanley Rich 
| Dottie Winters 
| Frank Paige 
| Dutch & Dutchlie 
| Bilty Hays Oro 
| Old Covered Wagon 
| Woody Traverse Orc} 
" 1 
Old Falis Tavern 
Tack Griffin 
Betty Getty 
Jackie Fletcher 
Dot Miller 
Chickie 
Jack Griffin Ore 
Palumbo's 
Eddie Thomas 
Roy Sedley 
Joe Smythe 
Kippee Velez Gis 
Blackbirds (4) 
Howerd Reynolds O 
Red Lion Inn 
Ed Chambers Ore 
Joe loulkner 
Dot Wilson 
frank Dumont 
Tony Gallagher 





Ore 





| 





Ore 





Thompson’s 16 Club | 


| Norma Norton 

| Frankie Richardson 

| Music Hall Gls (3) 

! Jimmie Venuti Ore 
Silver Lake Inn 

Judy Cummings 


| De Carlos & Rosita , 


| Carmencita 
George Reed 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
4 Sharps 
Haby Hines 


Jack Surrell 
Tsiuand Ramblers 
| Spatola’s 


| Susan Lang 

lal Hoffer 
| Stamp’s 
Slim Gaillard 
Jack Curtis 
Mildred Maye 
Hollywood Debs 
Stamp’s Trio 

Stork Club 

Grace O'Hara 
4 Modernettes 
Smile & Smiles 
3 Peppers 
Vic Gilbert 
Henry Patrick Ore 
Wagon Wheel Cafe 
Joe O'Shea 
Carrie Lee 
Rochelle 
Al Wilson 


Anchorage 
Flo Parke? 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Ore 
| Betty Smiley 
Balconades 
Joe Mowry Orc 
Bill Green's 
George King Ore 
Happy Howard 
Don Cronin 
Roy Miller 
Vaughn Jones 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Roog Sherman 
Bebe Sherman 
Max Simon 
Bishop Bros 
Ralph Wolfram 
Ciub Petite 
Freddy Castle Ore 
Mary Krieg 
Roberts & Roberts 
Mike HBertoa 
Margo Fant 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
El Chico 
Lola Cordoba Ore 
| Maria del Carmen 
| Gomez Danc 
Poopie Campello 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Raiph Harrison 
4 Aces 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
| Billy Merle Orc 
} (Gay 90's) 
| Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Ella 
|} Eddie Noah Ore 
Jerry Manning 
Helene Ward 
Eddie Linder 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
ida lola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
Tommy McFarland 
Jessica Wheatley 
Evergreen Gardens 
Earl Tate Orc 
Jimmy Baldwin 
Nenie Walters 
Teddy Birch 
featig Pace 
Giger Sis 
Rosella & Martin 
Ginger Wallace 
Hotel Roosevelt 
K aaihues 
Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Wanda Shiner 


CLEV 


Alpine Village 
Claire & Hudson 
+ Jacksons 
Norman & McKay 
| Bob Copl 
Otto Thurn Ore 

College Inn 
Hly Baron Ore 
Eddie, Sid & Val 

Freddie's Cafe 
|} Art Lackey Ore 
| Valentine Vox 
Ruth Dennin 
Yvonne Moray 
Eddie Barnes 

Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Lee Bartell 
Four Bobbettes 
Bill Lockman 

Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 




















69th St. Rathskeller 


Hight & Altie 
Kay Carlton 
Bobby Lee Ore 
tharlie Neid 
Murphy Sis 
Helen Doyle i 
Keil Sis | 
Betsy Bain } 





ilopkins’ Rathekeller | 


Novelettes (4) 
Frances Carroll 
Billie Lee 


School House Inv 
Carita 

| Dino & Darling 
Little Jule 


‘ we i 


mn 


| Benny 


Hotel Carter 
Versatilians 
Bob Opitz 


Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Beecher Orc 
Annette Weber 

Hotel Sterling 


Marty Lake Ore 
Marion Bowen 
Art Cutlip 


Lorraine Wiley 
Rov Fitzgerald 
|W W Swingsters 
| Venice Grille 
| Frank Ponti 

|} Keller Twins 
Dave Vantfield 


Bert Lemisch Ore 
Warwick Hotel 
3 Suns 


Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 


Jules Flacco Ore 
La Monia 
Charlotte Clatre 


Jack Smith 


Sisnor hKarintne 
Phil Arena 


Julia Cummings 
Syd Golden 

Don Francisce Co 
Tia 

Curran Bligh 

Ada 

Eliner Seltzer 
Raths'r Fildoradians 


Wilson's 
Joe Hough 
Betty Willis 
Betty Yanda 
Jo & Joey Mack 
Dunedin & Myrtle 
Geo Baquet Ore 


Yacht Club 
Janet Reese 
Jimmy Evang 
Mary Navis 





PITTSBURGH 


Harry Bigley 
Ray Catizone 
Steve Mathews 
Mike Shamrella 
Merry-Go-Round 
Will Asche 
Al Fremont Ore 
New Pena 
Marianne 
Ralph Allen Ore 
Ravelle & Rands 
Nancy Gey 
Roberts 3 
Charlie Reed 
Alberta Carps 
Joe Morrollo 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
M Ovando Ore 
Bob Carter 
Lee Dixon 
B & F Roberts 
2 Ambassadors 
Nut House 
Jim Buchanon 
Harry Nosokoff 
Ray Neville 
Ted Blake 
Joe Klein 
Reggie Dvorak 
Honey Boy 
Buzzin Bees Ore 
Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 
B Armstrong Ore 
Faye Parker 
Billy Leech 
Ray Englert 
Don Trimarkie 
Riviera 
Max Adkins Ore 
Betty Benson 
Dancing Darlings 
Yacht Club 
Teddy King Ore 
Marian Rohrkaste 
Yvonne Moray 
Jerry Gordon 
Maunch Gls 
Shirley Heller 


Sky-Vue 


Bobby Haddon Ore 
Helen Young 


Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Saniretto 


Villa, Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Carmelita & Lee 
Dick Smith 
H'wood Coquettes 
Frank Andrini 


ELAND 


Hotel Hollenden 
Baron Elliott Or« 
Top-Hati« rs 
Marion Arden 
Lathrop Bros 
Virginia Lee 

Hotel Statler 
Oscar Daye Orc 

Jack & Faldie’s 
Rubertino, Roberts 
Babe Sherman 
Arlene Rice Orc 

La Conga Club 
Ramon Asias Orc 

Lindsay’s Bar 
Roy Raysor 
Judy Preston 
Pear! DeLucca 

Mound’s Clob 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Peggy Fears 
Sammy Walsh 

Ohle Villa 
Benny Fields 
Castle & HRarrett 
Jay, Lou Seiler 
Alice Purnell Line 
Maurice Spitalny @ 
Thirty-Seven Clob 
Laura LaPlant 
Frances Paul 
Pat Dennis 
Parisian Divorcees 





DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 

‘Americana’ 

Monica Moore 

Ashburns 

Val Voitane 

6 Casinotes 

Carl Bonner Ore 


(Motor Bar) 
Vic Abbs Ore 
Bowery 
|} Al Schacht 


Irene Kessler 

3 Drakes 

Leblanc & Duchant 
Jay Jason 
(Countess Allabazl 
Boweryettes (12) 
Jo ny King 
Carlisle 

Resh Ore 


(Continued 


‘(nas 


Blue Lantern 
Bert Nolan 
Eddie Emerson 
Kola & Vie Rane 
Temple & Marie 
Skippy Little 
Glamour Gle (€) 
Lee Walters Ore 
Corktown Tavera 
Hal Heeney 
Ellen Kaye 
Frank Reynoléde 
6 Vesters 
Eddie Tratton Ora 
Roberta Costello 
Den Frye 
Jerry Wright 
Don Andre Ore 
itund’s 
Timers 
Valley 


Serenaders 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘Hearts Are Trumps,’ produced by 
Russell Markert with settings by Nat 
Karson; Grant Mouradoff, Nicholas 
Daks, Ivan Triesault, Ruthanna Boris, 
Louise Fornaca, Marie Grimaldi, 
Dick, Don and Dinah, Selma Kaye, 
Glee Club, Ballet, Rockettes, Music 
Hall symphony orch conducted by 
Erno Rapee; ‘Howards of Virgina 
(Col), reviewed in VARIETY Sept. 4. 








This is the darlingest little show; 
all frilly, fluffy and stuff. Especially 
in the first half, when three little 
princesses twinkle around their old 
man’s garden looking for some likely | 
princes. Each is carrying her big! 
red heart exposed, ready for a pitch. ' 

On comes the first prince, in the 
cutest yellow tights and waving like 
a chiffon kerchief. He cops the heart 
of one of the gals in exchange for a 
diamond neckioce, and they go initio a 
pretty flutter from one end of the 
stage to the other. Meanwhile, the 
other two princesses are sitting on 
their thrones, looking forlorn or ex- 
pectant, or both, when on comes a 
second prince. He's very dashing in 
pastel blue, and the second princess 
doesn’t delay her delivery one sec- 
ond, giving up her heart for a brace- 
let before you could blink at a mink 
in the loge. Now they go into their, 
routine, extending it with pirouettes. | 

This leads up to the big tragedy of | 
the third princess, who broke her | 
paper-mechce heart in two in a brush 
with a nasty frog as they entered the 
garden. She's all put out when the | 
third prince enters, in as nice a shade 
of purple as you’d want to see this 
side of Schiaparelli’s, but he’s a 
handy gent and has a heart-mender 
in the wings for just such an emer- 
gency. The heart is fixed, the prin- 
cess is his, and the ballet corps comes 
gleefully prancing around Grant 
Mouradoff, Nicholas Daks, Ivan Trie- 
sault, Ruthanna Boris, Louise For- 
naca and Marie Grimaldi. 

Here there’s a pause for five guys 
from the Glee Club to take the apron 
and deliver a couple of tunes in com- 
edy harmony. If it isn’t for the fact 
that they’re in tails you'd think 
they’re five Mills brothers in white- 
face without the jive. It’s all verv 
rehearsed and the voices are good, 
and all the laughs are of the politest 
type. 

At this point it looks as though the | 
cops may be called, for on come a 
couple of muggs who look as out of 
place in all this class as a Rube Gold- 
berg drawing the Louvre. Start 
a comedy off-to-Buffalo, and most 
of the audience began to laugh. This 
startled one of the dowagers in the 
loge out of her lorgnette, which is | 


QO-h-i-o,’ ‘Say It’ and ‘I Want My 
Mamma,’ latter done with credit to 


Carmen Miranda and sung both in | 
and origina] Portuguese. Gal | 


English 
has strong, pleasing voice and han- 
dies it and herself effectively, rat- 
ing two extra bows at show caught. 
Three Swifts follow with their 
Indian club tossing. Most local vaude 
fans know the routine by heart now, 
but the Cecil-Stanislaus biz, coupled 
with the speedy club exchanges, still 
is surefire. Line appears again for 
pointless, but pretty, East Indian 
number, working from ballet mood 
into fast-stepping swing. 
Larry Adler, harmonica virtuoso, 
gets the closing spot, working as 
usual in tux strictly a la concert 
stage. Chap also is well-known here 
by now, but 
send ’em home _ happv 


cluding ‘Turkey in Straw,’ ‘“Swanee 
River, ‘Pop Goes the Weasel’ and 
‘Dixie,’ lead up to his big number, a 


combination arrangement of ‘The | 
Breeze and I’ and ‘Melquina,’ Latier | 


wowed ‘em and, after asking for re- 
auests (to which he finally replies: 
‘Thanks, I just like to hear the titles 
you like’, he barges into ‘Stardust 
to sock finish. Line gives touch of 
spectacle to finish with rhythm 
saveho routine. 

Biz fair at show caught. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, N. J., Sept. 28. 
Safty Rand; Paul Collins, Paul 


Craig. 





Collins, Hilde Simmons, Dave Alen 


with Jack Teagarden Orch; Mills 
Brothers (5); Sue Ryan; Joe Fecher's 
House Orch; ‘Calling All Husbands 
(WB). 


The four-act bill at the Adams this 
week goes over big with the swing- 
wacky natives and has enough 
variety to please more quiet mem- 
bers of the community as well. 

For a name draw the management 
is using Sally Rand, who's giving her 
own show a rest for a few days 
prior to continuing on the road. She 
offers her fan and bubble specialties, 
working in flesh-colored bra and 
g-string under purple spot. Her 
dance with big balloon, largely a 
series of Murray Korman poses on 





| various parts of stage, sells easiest. 


Jack Teagarden’s swingy band is 
not of the over-noisy variety. 
Leader’s manner is quiet and so are 


bers to some extent. Paul Collins 
impresses with a long solo on the 
drums and vocalists Hilde Simmons 
and Dave Allen also click. : 

The Mills Brothers (5) do their 


an be counted on to} 
any time. | 
‘Night and Day,’ “Tiger Rag,’ his in- | 
evitable ‘Rhapsody Americana,’ in- | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Mickey Rooney, Judy Starr, Bob 
| Robinson and Virginia Martin, The 
Four Lazanders, Jack Beekman, 
Ruby Zwerling House Orch; ‘I Love 
You Again’ (M-G). 











Mickey Rooney anyway and that 
which preceded or followed him 
would not be of any consequence to 
the customers. The theory itself is 
a debatable one from the angle of| 
long-range sound business tactics, 
but as it happens they've been com- 
ing in droves and don’t get much, 
outside of Rooney. The show caught 
was the Thursday (26) supper one, 
and that was marked by a holdout. 
This particular performance ran un-! 
| der 40 minutes, and that allows a 
| pretty good idea of how the house 
| has itself geared for quick turnovers. 

Rooney played the Capitol up the 
street last year, but this much more | 
| intimate spot serves his personality 


{in a bigger way. The boy’s vibrancy 


| gets out to them quickly and they're 
| all his every second of his stay on 
| the stage. And while he’s out there 

Rooney keeps pitching away at 
| something or other. If he isn’t down 
|} among the audience shaking hands 


| or giving a raucous background to a 


| sont of his own composition, he’s 
| grinding out some slick bits of 


mimicry or pounding either the 
| piano or the drums. Even to the 
oldsters the kid’s zest for living and 
doing proves quite a tonic. 

His routine at the State includes 
in the way of imitations an excerpt 
of dialog between Clark Gable and 
|Lionel Barrymore from ‘Test Pilot’ 
and Clem McCarthy's broadcasting 
| of a prizefight. In either instance 
the applause ‘that rolled up was 
deafening. His session at the drums, 
the fadeout item. generated a similar | 
reaction. Only time that the tempo’ 
'of his appearance slows down is| 
| when he undertakes to do some calf- | 
| love buffoonery with Judy Starr as 
the prelude to a duet. It stacks up| 
as an awkward incident in more} 
than one way, but with his following | 
it proves as cute and clever as any- | 
thing else in his repertoire. 

Ruby Zwerling and his house gang | 
are given a stage roost for the week, 
' and pending the entrance of Rooney 
,there are three acts plus an m.c. 
| The m.c., Jack Beekman, is a nattily | 
|garbed youngster, who looks new to | 





! his arrangements and novelty num- the business but who doesn’t wear, | 


| Chiefly because he’s kept down to 
short speeches and doesn’t pound 
;his palms too much. 
| Opening innins goes to Bob Rob- 
inson and Virginia Martin. whose 


hardly anything to the reaction she’ standard vocalizing clustered about | sheer energy makes up for what they | 


got when a cute little trick joined | a mike under a spot while their own lack in techiic. 


these muggs for some _ strenuous 


on-stage guitarist accompanies. 


Young team takes | 
jafter that latest vozue in terpsy, | 


prattfalls and acrobatics. This dow-| Quartet is more sober in manner) which has each member engaged in| 
ager grabbed a hurried gander at’ than a few years back, but their har-/a different branch of dancing while 


her program and saw the names 
Dick, Don and Dinah; quite plebian 
she seemingly thought, and froze up 
on this ravishment of the classical. 
Rest of the good attendance must 
have been overflow hoi polloi from 
Loew’s State, because they laughed 
and applauded to beat the band. 
Must’ve been a mistake. the dow- 
ager figured a few minutes later. be- 
cause everything became so very po- 
lite again. The Glee Club serenades 
Selma Kaye, atop a stage elevator in 
the skirt of a giant French doll. and 
she in turn serenades them back 
with ‘Sweethearts.’ This seques into 
the Rockettes, also polite in leg-cov- 


ering costumes, and their usual 
snappy leg drill is the closer. 
All in all, toots, it’s not Gene 


Krupa for most of 38 minutes. but 
it’s classy in the politest Russell Mar- 
kert-Nat Karson-Florence Rogge- 
Gene Snyder manner. But don’t 
overlook, Erno Rapee’s ‘Gershwini- 
ana’ overture, a blend of excerpts 
from the best of the late composer’s 
works, esnecially the sweet clarinet. 
violin and organ treatment in some 
portions. Scho. 





CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 28. 
Pearl Robbins, Caryl Gou!d. Three 





Rockets; 
(M-G). 





After going nuts with seven days 
of Mickey Rooney’s personal, house is 
coasting this week with straight 
four-act vaude bill, interrupted by 
three stock line numbers. Noveliy 
this trip is injected by house band, 


monies still pack the old appeal. 
John Mills, Sr., father of the boys, 
has replaced bass-singing brother 
who died. ' 

Sue Ryan socks over an act which 
is a wild mixture of mimicry, gags 
and singing. At one point she kids 
the pants off the jitterbugs and made 
the score of them in the house love 
it. Miss Ryan can also carry the 
notes way up there with ease, but 
she didn’t emphasize voice at this 
catching. 

Biz satisfactory 
Saturday (28). 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 
Judy Canova with Anne and Zeke, 
Eddie Foy, Jr., and Sam Wolf, Osaki 
and Taki, Princess Chico 


show 
Kent. 


at noon 





of Fortune’ (Par). 





Judy Canova, fresh from her Re- | 
public film, ‘Scatterbrain,’ is back at 
the Paramount this week, assisted by 
Anne and 
Zeke, and keeping the patrons in con- 
lvulsions by her peculiar brand of 
this 
week's stage program, and rightly so. 
But running a close bid for sharing 
all-girl orch. 
Swifts, Larry Adler, Sixteen Rhythm Assregation is making a repeat after 
‘Haunted Honeymoon’ 2 couple of months and its reper- 
toire is even better than on the oc- 


her brother and _ sister, 


comedy. She is headlining 


Rita Rio’s 


honors is 


casion of her last visit. 

Eddie Foy, Jr., another favorite 
with the Paramount crowds, is on 
for a little comedy, aided by Sam 
Wolf, stooge, who provides a lot of 
hokum and registers with his vari- 
ous interpretations. Oldtime vaude 


which introduces five new members! Makes its reappearance with Osaki 


in elaborate overture. 


Maestro Sam Jack Kaufman pre- | 


sents all 18 men individually and 
calls upon the newcomers either for 
solo specialties or to lead their sec- 
tion of orch in featured choruses. 


Stunt got nice hand and copped. 


plenty space in the papers. Organ- 
ist Art Brown follows with usual 
community sing interlude, this time 
emphasizing romantic ditties and 
urging folks to warble words ‘con- 


to them. 


Show proper gets under way with and trio finish with a ditty about sticks while femme partner cavorts | 
Rockets (house line) swing hoofing. | Jesse James, with Judy doing a bit|near ceiling. 
Pear] | 


falling back into poses as 
Robbins takes center for smooth. | 
standard toe-tap routine. Got solid 


ble and Caryl Gould, attractive | 
brunet in grey chiffon gown. t°’-es 
command to warble ‘Down By the 


and Taki, pair of Oriental jugglers 
and balancers, who work with neat- 
ness and precision, and score solidly 
in opening spot. Ruth Kalamatzu, 
billed as Princess Chico, a Los An- 
geles Chinese girl, essays to do a 
little warbling but it is her stepping 
that scores. 

Miss Canova wears Scotch plaid 
as part of her hillbilly makeup. She 
warbles a few numbers, clowns with 


Anne and Zeke and has a little by- | 
fidentially’ to whoever is seated next play with Foy, all of which fits in| th 


nicely. Zeke sings ‘Old Man River’ 


of nifty hoofing. 


Miss Rio is as chockfull of pep as _Seat-and-handlebar stands, good test | 
She makes a few costume /of nerve, but otherwise pointless. | 
response. Travelers close on ensem- | changes, wiggles her body all over! Center gag hands audience a jar, | 


uses her personality to! pole being better than 20 feet tall | 


ever. 


he stage, 


(Ruth | 
Kalamatzu), Rita Rio Orch; ‘Rangers 


| synchronized to the same musical | 
lrhythm. The girl kicks. whirls and 
whatnots and the vouth beats out a 
fast tap. For the finish they go acro- 


| batie. 


Miss Starr, who started with Rudy 
Vallee and later became Hal Kemn’s 


vocal pride, puts her infantile 
throatiness to work on three pop 
tunes and collected a big salvo of 


applause for every one of them at 
this showing. An acrobatic turn, 


the Four Lazanders, use the succeed- | 


ing five minutes to set the pace and 
the laugh mood for Rooney. What 
the Lazanders have to offer is a 
| hod*e-podge of acrobatic bits, rang- 
int from three-nly halancing to com- 
nticated tumbling. Practically every- 
i thine they do is fast and funny. It’s 
the type of act that can be at home 
in either theatre, tent or nightclub. 
Odec. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 25. 
Rochester (Eddie Anderson), Cass 
Daley, Paul Kirkland (2), Catherine 
Harris, France and LaPell, Peggy 
O’Neill House Line, Charles Kaley 
House Orch; ‘Dr. Christian Meets 
| Women’ (RKO). 








In an effort to counteract doldrums 
due to drain of the local Fair’s clos- 
|ing week, Gate is topping its other- 
wise mild bill with Rochester (Eddie 
Anderson). Deal nets house plenty 
of free air plugs in return for those 
dished out on stage by Jack Benny’s 


‘man Friday,’ all urgently needed 
this stanza. 
Sepia trouper, who is adding 


poundage, was accorded a terrific re- 
ception here, making opening house 
sound larger than it really was. 
| Trots in wearing polar-bear coat, 
, which he sheds with appropriate 
| gags. Uses one valet-stooge and the 
m.c, (Charley Kaley) for his patter, 
between which he sings two num- 
bers, ‘Waitin’ for Jane’ and ‘My, My,’ 
plus doing his asp dance as in Par’s 
| ‘Buck Benny Rides Again.’ Couldn't 
'get away without an encore, so 
terped some snakey taps for a neat 
| finale. 

Opener, France and LaPell, offer 
eir acrobatics on the end of a poie, 
;}male half juggling three different 


Initial pillar has a 
| white bike atop, gal climbing to do 


| paniment of little yelps and shoulder 


the State apparently proceeded on) 
the theory that they'll come to see! 


' stooge atop, by his chin for a walk- 


which might account for the hot 
|might be a good hunch for other 


| variety houses to copy. To accom- 


| through front-door with gal, halting 


| himself, Bill Robinson, Henry Arm- 


jerks, scrambles about the top. Third 
| stiek is shorter, gal climbing for a 
horizontal stance, after which pole 
‘is revolved merry-go-round fashion. 
iThis got ‘em for swell returns, act 
‘being different sort of novelty here. 
| Deucer is Catherine Harris, spend- 
|ing entire time on tiptoe, with Paul 
Kirkland following. Aided by 
capable deadpan femme stooge, 
Kirkland works with breakaway 
chairs and falling ladders, providing 
funny trouble in his efforts to hoist 
gal into tricky perch. Surprise twist 
comes when he actually succeeds, 
supporting double-decker chair, with 


In putting this stage bill together 


off. Also earned approbation for 
stunt of walking a ladder in time to 
music. Goes in for various juggling 
tricks between more strenuous ef- 
forts, all adding up to an okay act. 


Next to closing spot allotted to Cass 
Daley, who really lets herself go. 
Using hair, fantastic posturing and 
facial grimaces as pro ,s, torrid 
shouter works herself into a lather 
with screwball steps and vocals. Dif- 
ferent from anything seen here re- 
cently, turn has pep and tempo 


spell which hit Frisco same day. _ 
Topping off bill is a novelty credit- 





ed to Floyd Robinson, sax player in 
Charles Kal@®y’s house band which 


paniment of band, house line, garbed 
in overalls, brings on a ‘dream house’ 
section by section, plus picket fence 
and trees, while vine-covered swing 
drops from flies. Kaley then walks 


do a 
into | 


behind svotlighted window to 
vocal. Pair then stev back 
‘front yard,’ lass parking in swing 

while Kaley does another solo and | 
line reappears in  garden-party 
frocks. Relatively inexpensive, gag 
is plenty neat and makes a nice 
closing in houses like Gate, where 
house line normally winds up pro- 
ceedings. Wern. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Roland Smith, Cats and the Fiddle 
(4), Vivian Harris, John Mason, 
Johnny Vigal, Tondeleyo and Lopez, ' 
Butterbeans and Susie, Billie Holi- | 
day, Roy Eldredge Orch, House Line 
(16); ‘Am I Guilty’ (Supreme), re-| 
viewed in this issue of VARIETY. 














Producer Clarence Robinson has | 
outdone himself in turning out this | 
revue to play with the preem of a| 
new all-Negro film, ‘Am I Guilty?’ | 
starring Ralph Cooper, a major event 
in Harlem. Importance of the open- 
ing was evident from the turnout | 
Friday (27) night, including Cooper 


strong. Willie Bryant, and a score of 
other Negro toppers in show biz and 
Government service. Robinson, 
Bryant and Cooper, in fact, on stage, | 
put the show itself undeniably in| 
second position with the audience. 
Neat stunt was the filming of the 
entrance of the celebs before the | 
|preem and screening of the reel be- 
fore they went home. 

| Line of gals is the most notice- 
‘able angle of improvement in pro- 
duction of the show. They’re new- 
comers and are augmented from the 
usual 12 to 16. If they keep up the 
good work of the preem, the Apollo 
has something. They open in a Cafe 
de la Paix scene and follow in a 
South Seas creation. Roland Smith | 
warbles with them in both numbers. 
In both he is handicapped by the | 
poor accompaniment provided by 
Roy Eldredge’s crew, which manages 
|later also to bollax up Billie Holi- 
| day’s pipework. 

Cats and the Fiddle, foursome 
working on a bass fiddle and an as- 
sortment of guitars, score mildly. 
Their jive rhythms are too tricky 
jand too broken for easy listening 
and seem often to be out of hand. 
Boys, however, are nicely dressed 
and have strong personalities. 

Comedy is provided by Johnny 
Vigal and John Mason, Apollo regu- 
lars, and Butterbeans and Susie. 
Vigal and Mason get in only one skit, 
| but it’s a topnotcher of this variety 
|and scores handily. B & S are a 
man-woman team, the male in a 
laugh-getting, super tight-fitting suit, 
which he describes as ‘ultra drape.’ 
Most of their comedy is he-she gag 
stuff. Both shout their lines so 
loudly, however, that it is almost im- 
possible to understand what they’re 
Saying. Microphones were never 
meant for people like these. They 
mesh better later with comic terping 
and singing. 

Tondeleyo and Lopez make the as- | 
| bestos sizzle with a South Seas dance 
session. Guy wears merely a tea- 
napkin size loin cloth, while the 
femme is dressed the same plus a net 
bra with pom-poms on it to add to 
|the effect. It’s wild, frenzied and 
| seductive. 
| Eldredge’s band, indulging in the 
|most extreme form of jive, loses 
| every semblance of melody and har- 
mony, making of every number a_/|§ 
monotonous, ear-beating blare. Un- | 
usual rhythms are impossible to de- 
cipher. Eldredge accompanies on the 
trumpet. 

Miss Holiday is entirely unable to 
,8et going against this cacophonous 
and too-loud background. A solid | 
sock in such spots as Cafe Society, | 
N. Y., she scarcely scores here. She'd | 
do much better with just the backing 
of a piano. Vivian Hayris, another | 











excellent advantage and hangs up a/| and bending as though about to snap | Apollo regular, m.c.s smoothly. | 


wallop of a performance. Edwa. 


in middle. Dame, to constant accom- 


i Herb. | 


BRIGHTON, B’KLYN 


(‘BROADWAY REVELS’) 

Smith and Dale, Henny Young. 
man, Byrne Sisters and Lee Curdy 
Jimmy Rae, Frances Comstoc}: 
Tommy Massey and Joan Miller, The 
Revuers, Ginger Dulo, Brighton 
Orchestra under direction of Phij 
Romano. 





Two-and-a-half-hour show, Sans 
any films, which breezed in here 
Monday (30) for a two-week stay js 
neither fish nor flesh nor fowl but 
being pretty rich in entertainment 
vitamins, turns out to be thoroughly 
palatable. Somewhat in the nature 
of a unit of legit length, there is 
more of the flavor of oldtime vaude- 
ville about it than anything else. 
Overhead runs to the cost of the 
talent itself, there being no produc- 
tion. Chances for a profitable en- 
gagement appear sanguine. 

Arthur Klein, for years an agent 
and at one time head of Shubert 
vaudeville, put the show together for 
Harry Bestry and the theatre. Sim- 
ilar shows have been strung together 
before both here and at the Majestic, 
Brooklyn, sometimes for various 
holiday weeks. ‘Broadway Revels’ 
as it’s billed, after its two weeks 
here, is scheduled to break up. Ne 
Broadway legit aspirations are said 
to be in mind, though the talent 
might form the framework for -a 
musical revue that could be dressed 
up with »roduction value. 


Henny Youngman and the vet 
team of Smith and Dale headline on 
an equal basis. Youngman is on 
longer than the Smith-Dale twain. 
Less of the wise-cracking comic is 
not desired, albeit he is still pulling 
a couple of old ones, but more could 
be stood of Smith and Dale. They 
are skimping, however, and there is 
enough of the comedians to serve 
the purpose. 

They are in the audience at the 
opening in the guise of operators of 
the Brighton theatre, there to view 
an audition. This thematic base is 
carried out subsequently, at the end 
of the first half and for the finish. 
In addition to working a couple of 
blackouts with others of the com- 
pany, S. and D. do their standard 
Dr. Kronkhite skit but with a dif- 
ferent twist. It is extremely funny 
and, together with some of Young- 
man’s particularly sockful material, 
there is no deficiency in laughs. 

The Revuers also dispense comedy 
but it’s on the sophisticated side 
and plenty subtle. Some of the ma- 
terial may be a bit over the heads 
of audiences drawn here, but for a 
place like the Rockefeller Center 
Rainbow Room, which they've 
played, it’s okay. Turn also has radio 
background. Embracing three men 
and two women, the smart songs, in- 
terspersed by satiric clowning, are 
intensely surefire. The number 
about shoehorns and their inventor 
is augmented by a session in which 
three members of the act give out 
very cleverly in takeoffs on sight- 
seer spots for which the World's 
Fair has been opposition. One on 
the Statue of Liberty is especially 
fine ‘Love Potion’ is another 
socker but the routine in which the 
men do impressions of Karloff, 
Laughton and Robert Montgomery 
sags a bit though the material is 
all right. 

In the dance department are three 
different acts. The Byrne Sisters 
and Lee Curdy appears to have 
gotten the most attention when 
caught. The three Byrnes girls are 
on twice in a tap buck and a mili- 
tary tapping routine of familiar de- 
sign. They are ok.. though not 
especially good. Miss Curdy has two 
acrobatic numbers, the second bet- 
ter than the first. 

Another dance turn is the team of 
Tommy Massey and Joan Miller. In 
the first half they offer a tap in 
rumba time, topped by a fast tap. 
While not outstanding, also satisfac- 
tory and and quite colorful. A sin- 
gle dancer, Jimmy Rae, is on early 
in an acrobatic specialty carrying & 
running line of chatter. He builds 
up for best value his back somer- 
saults, one with a full twist, the 
other two twists. Scores nicely. 

Singers are Frances Comstock, 
who's been in legit, and a peppy 
young vocalist, Ginger Dulo. Lat- 
ter is in the show unti tomorrow 
(Thursday), substituting for Ann 
Barrett, who was prevented from 
opening until then. Miss Dulo 
proves a strong entry. She nearly 
stopped the show opening night when 
on in the second half, doing ‘I'm 


| Tired Being the Life of the Party’ 


and an impression of Martha Raye. 
Latter particularly sent her over the 
top. Earlier, and on a bit too long. 
Miss Dulo does two ather numbers, 
‘IT Ride Range 6n Mexico’ and ‘My 
Cavalcade,’ with a dash of comedy 
added. 

Miss Comstock. a husky soprano. 
fares well enough. Her first stint 
includes a pop and a number from 
‘Louisiana Purchase.’ Toward the 
end she does two other pops. ut- 
standing are Miss Comstock’s per- 
sonality and appearance. 

Show ran a little long Monday 
evening (30) but no doubt will be 
tightened. Ten-minute intermission 
broke up the layout. Scale is 55 an 
50c. matinees (Thursday, Saturday, 
Sunday), 50, 75 an $1 evenings. 

Brighton is an old house, formerly 
Keith-booked, which during the pas! 
summer played several shows from 
Broadway. Edward Goldberg is the 
operator. Char. 
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~ STRAND, N. Y. 


bby Byrne Orch (15) 
“ome Claire, Jimmy Palmer, Ray | 
Wilbert. The Coldstons, Three Pitch- 

» ‘City of Conquest, reviewed in | 
vanizty, Sept. 11. | 








Bobby Byrne’s improved band and ; 
three fairly effective turns support | 
the James Cagney-Ann Sheridan | 
film, ‘City of Conquest.’ Byrne's | 
crew is fresh out of a long summer 

d at the Glen Island Casino, 
New Rochelle, N. Y., its first date of | 
any note, s 

Leader and his band make nice 
stage material. He's a young, clean- 
looking leader with an ingratiating 
way of handling himself. He doesn’t 
have the smoothness of a stick-waver 
that’s used to handling audiences, 
but the boyishness of his unfaltering 
announcements get him over with 
ease. He attempts much less solo 
tromboning than he did at the out- 
set of the Glen Island date, and the 
result is much more effective. Then 
he tried too hard to carry the band 
on his own musical ability. Here he 
plavs most often as part of the rest 
of the brass, only taking one or two 
major breaks. One of ’em here is a 
pretty clean job on a familiar, but 
unbilled, standard. 

Band itself doesn’t possess any 
particularly outstanding attributes. 
But it’s a good unit, a decided im- 
provement over the outfit that started 
out at Glen Island last spring. For 
one thing, the drummer has been 
changed. New one has a tendency 
to devote too much attention to cym- 
bals, but he’s strong and steady. Sax 
and brass sections, four reed, three 
trumpets and three trombones, be- 
sides Byrne’s horn, are solid and 
clean. Arrangements are interesting 
without being too intricate, and 
above all, don’t stay in one groove. 
They're neatly mixed here, band 
shifting from swing to sweet and 
striking a medium with ease. 

Dorothy Claire, outfit’s vocalist. 
works in two spots. She lyricizes 
easily in a receptive voice, but has 
an annoying habit. It may be natural 
for her to accompany her stuff with 
impromptu saueals and mild jitter- 
ing, but it almost always appears 
false and overdone from the other 
side of the foots. It’s okay, however. 
in her vocalling of ‘Stop Pretending,’ 
where mugging fits the lyrics. Also 
does ‘Corn Pickins’’ and the finale 
‘Rhumboogie.’ Jimmy Palmer, though 
appearing very nervous, handled 
himself okay on two tunes at this 
catching. First is ‘Can’t Resist You,’ 
second a production on ‘Trade 
Winds.” Four muted trombones line 
up one side of stage under pale blue 
spot and Palmer and reed group op- 
posite under white spot. It’s neat 
and well handled. Another piece, 
however, involving the band’s orig- 
inal tune. ‘The Right Time,” is n.s.g. 
At the beginning of the number, 
which is written around the Lucky 
Strike time spiels, a clock, faced with 
an ad for a watch manufacturer, is 
hoisted above and in back of the 
band. Cheapens the setup. ; 

Ray Wilbert has been around with 
his bicycle rim hoops routine for 
some time. Here his act is confined 
by the limitations of working on a 
small stage. Begins with various 
tricks of tossing three, four and five 
hoops, then shifts immediately into 
throwing the rims onto strings 
stretched across stage. First it’s a 
single strand, tossing the rim half- 
way across, onto the rope and the 
backspin returning it to him. Bow- 
off successively hops the rim upward 
on each of five ropes held in his fist 


has been away several semesters, 
uses practically his old act, but it 
hasn't lost any of its sock. He’s out 


with front as emcee when the curtain rolls | 


up, pitching gags, running down into 
audience for a burlesqued how-do 
and weaving together acts with 
showmanship. ' 


Betty Atkinson, leading off, bene- 
fits mostly from his buildup. Gal has 
elegant gams which are nicely ex- 


posed, taps so-so but bowls over the | 


crowd with her tricky, glittering 
baton-twirling. Murray follows her 


by diving into his well known rou- | 


tine of wheezes and horseplay with 
Milton Chesterfield, his ‘Oh, yeah’ 
‘Oswald’ stooge. Latter, who came 
out of ‘retirement’ for current tour, 
shows that vacation hasn’t slowed 


accordion, kicking out Russ steps 
with pep and taking droll prattfalls. 
Their rassling bit seems a bit dated 
in hokum. Some fresher quips by 
Murray would take mechanical flavor 
off it. While he pulls a good quota 
of laughs with them, some of his 
Zags are too blue for this type of 
family house. 


A last-minute booking to add more 
zing to the predominantly male bill, 
Carole Landis, does just that. Holly- 
wood actress making vaude bow 
doesn’t do much but project consider- 
able oomph. Blonde looks stunning 
in revealing gown of chartreuse and 
white, and expresses an agreeable 
personality but an undistinguished 
singing voice. After crooning ‘I’m 
Nobody’s Baby’ so softly that band 
nearly drowns her out, she revives 
‘Baby, What Do You Do”’, sitting on 
top of piano. Oldie sounds pretty 
inept but curse is taken off it by 
kidding treatment when she puts on 
siren travesty as Murray throws in 
heavy ribs. Rather school-girlish, 
but it gets by, due to her charm. 

Not such good spotting is demon- 
strated in placing acrobatic turn of 
Park and Clifford in middle of bill, 
yet they punctuate it with a classy 
routine of strong-arm stuff and smart 
handstands that garner compensating 
applause. 

Guizar cops the biggest response 
despite late appearance. Latin singer, 
a romantic, dark type, turns loose a 
load of appeal as well as a rich, 
ringing voice in Spanish and Ameri- 


‘ll Never Smile Again’ won over 
this house so enthusiastically that he 
had to repeat it. Returns with guitar 
for final two numbers, double- 
cinching himself by doing ‘All This, 
and Heaven Too’ and a lighter piece 
in curtain bowoff with entire troupe. 
Friday (27) opener slow. Pullen. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 





Cab Calloway Orch, Avis Andrews, 
Three Chocolateers, Six Cotton Club 
Boys, Cozy Cole, Benny Paine, 
‘Spoons’ Brown; Shorts and News- 
reels, 





Although Cab Calloway and vir- 
tually the same lineup was at the 
Paramount, N. Y., little more than 
a month ago, this sweeping collec- 
tion of music, hilarious comedy and 
dancing is the lively fare which is 
spelling terrific boxoffice at 
Brandt operation. Standing room 
only at the start of the last show 


Changes since Cab Calloway had 
his bunch at the Paramount are the 
Three Chocolateers, who are in for 
Stump and Stumpy, plus ‘Spoons 





after first being thrown onto the 
lowest strand. 

The Colstons are knockabout bur- 
lesquers of dance. Female half 
works on the audience’s funny bone 
with comical postures, mugging and 
falls, and is the whole act. Much of 
a good impression is due to the fact 
that she appears to enjoy her wacky 
stuff. 

Three Pitchmen get over strongest 
with a solid routine. Trio of co- 
medians explain that this date is 
their first try on Broadway. They 
have built a neat comedy turn 
around small-mouth gadgets some- 
what like kazoos, but circular. Their 
tag springs from the fact that they 
formerly sold the instruments on 
the grounds of the N. Y. World's 
Fair. Their first date of note was re- 
cently in the Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Trio keep their audience in a pro- 
longed giggle by simulating too many 
things to describe in detail. In be- 
tween chatter and homemade props, 
including violin, trumpet, trortbone, 
ete. which fall apart at will, to- 
gether with the noic- ~1akers. they 
make up a turn th-t': novel and 
strong. One of their funniest bits 
coneerns hitch-hikers. Wood. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Sept. 28. 
Ken Murray, Betty Atkinson, Park 
and Clifford. Milton Chesterfield, 
Carole Landis, Tito Guizar, Bert 
Unger’s Pit Orch; ‘Duley’ (M-G). 


More Hollywood names than the 
Palace has had for months are 
crammed into current bill, its best 
one of the season so far. Ken Mur- 
ray, Carole Landis and Tito Guizar 
not only pack a lot of marquee 
Power but they also collab smoothly 
and with spontaniety. 

rt Unger’s pit orchestra climbs 
up on stage for show which is Mur- 
rays from the start to finish. Comic 











Brown. Latter has improved mightily 
isince he first introduced his spoon- 
‘tapping routine, but is not up to 
|standard of others with Calloway. 


|Chocolateers, who've been at the | 


| Cotton Club, N. Y., and in vaude for 


lseveral years, register well with | 
Introduce | 
‘Hickey Rickey,’ new dance conceit | 
instead of their old ‘Peckin’ number. | 


ltheir clown dancing. 


| Solid hit here. 
| Calloway, the always-in-motion 
maestro, asserts his fine showman- 
ship by dominating the jive addicts 
| and just plain rowdies who last year 
\frequently enjoyed disrupting pro- 
‘ceedings with their alleged humor. 
| He took several such attempts in 
stride, and always was in command 
of the situation. It’s the same neatly 
'gaited show which Calloway intro- 
duced in N. Y. late in August, from 
| the Cotton Club steppers through the 
ballading and instrumental hi-jinks 
down to Avis Andrews. 
| 


| Miss Andrews, one of the ace 
sopranos of her race, still is warbling 
\*‘Man I Love’ and ‘Yours Is My 
Heart Alone’ to tremendous returns. 
In the more dignified mood, too, is 
{Benny Paine’s vocalizing of ‘I'll 
| Never Smile Again.’ He’s one of the 
band musicians. 

Made to order for this audience is 


the glibly arranged ‘St. Louis Blues’ | 


| by the full crew and the Cab Jivers 
| (4). 
f EAB ae with their rug-cutting, 
‘melodious gymnastics. Calloway’s 
Principal song is ‘Ut Ta Za,’ which 
‘he hopes to make as popular as 
‘Jumping Jive.’ Six Cotton Club 
|their unison tapping. 

Cozy Cole, whose work on the 
‘skins is noticeable early, again fea- 
|tures that endurance workout on the 
percussion instruments which always 
delights jive addicts. Tune he pounds 
'out is ‘Paradidle,’ but it’s largely a 
'test of the drummer’s solo a 

ear. 


him by tearing off ‘Bumble Bee’ on | 


can ballads. Soaring rendition of | 


|for the getaway. Dinning Sisters 
'came over from their radio job at 


| 
| 


| STRAND, SYRACUSE 


Syracuse, Sept. 30. 
|  ‘Funzafire’ unit with Benny Meroff| factory pop-singing session. Girls 
| Orch; Al Devito, Ken and Roy Paige, are developing steadily into a top 
| Wynn Twiis, Four Buster Browns, vocal trio, selling their tunes smartly. 
| Al Spiro and Billy Morcsco, Eight| Walter Davidson's house orchestra 
| Daughters of Satan, Louise Shannon, plays an intricate show with skill. 

| Donald O'Connor; ‘The Mummy’s _ Business good at the supper show 
| Hand’ (U). Saturday (28). Gold. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 29. 





| After Benny Meroff’s ‘Funzafire’| 
revue at tie local opry this week, | 
they may have to rebuild the place. 
Cast of ‘Funz’ keeps dropping in I 
the audience frem all over the ned 

t 





and the customers eat it up, hokum| Dean Murphy, June Forrest, Carl- 
and all. on Emmy and Dogs, Dolores 
It’s all a mad melange, from the Dancers (4), Gae Foster Roxyettes 
usual bickering-in-the-audience gas} (16), Phil Lampkin House Orch 
right up to the finish, and while| (12): ‘He Stayed for 
wackiness seems to be the motif,! (Col). 
there’s still P nw ps of solid enter- | 
tainment packed into the proceed- . : ‘ 
ings to make this full-week stand by | e Bappepert, He eens. +~e 
Meroff et al. rate right with the| policy here. Holding on to the 


best seen here. It’s so clickful that | /® Gee Foster Roxyettes as a perma- 


. 4 “| hent feature and wrapping 
even a home-town boy, Al Devito, | polated specialties around 


trouble getting his shav their 
a mg = — my heen changing routines, he hopes to de- 
Devito’s drum routine is topnotch. Perse . Soe Ate ten angle 
If there is anything new in the fa ee eo = straight vaude at- 
revue, no one hzs bothered to un- ““™P etente ag ae , 
cover it. It overwhelms with quan-| Current layout is titled “Jamboree 
tity, variety and a pace that leaves °9f Rhythm,’ and opens with a 
the audience breathless. | wooden soldier routine by the line 
. The Five Buster Browns do a ' 4 special, full-stage set. Nicely 
clever tumbling act. Joe Bennet , Worked out precision number leads 
does an ants-in-the-pants, rubber- | into introduction by girls of Carlton 
legged dance all the time he’s saxing. E™™y and his well-trained dogs. 
Louise Shannon reatly executes her | Utilizing platform for neatly-exe- 
tap novelties and Ken and Roy Paige CUted and skillfully-paced setto of 
bat each other’s ears off in the best C@Mine tricks, Emmy uses a swift 
slapstick tradition. line of smart chatter to point uo the 
Devito manages to consume a box- , Mighlights of the act and builds to a 
| lunch while pounding the drums, be- | highly satisfactory finish. Ekes out 
tween visits by the Wynn twins, the 2 800dly round of laughs. 
mammoth and the midget pair who! June Forrest, vocalist, does ‘Never 





a sideshow. Some place along theicomedy numbers and ° 
line a couple of guys with more{Hill.’ Latter serves to bring on the 
stamina than a six-day bike racer,; Roxyettes for a nicely drilled pic- 


drv other anonymous persons. | op. 
The only items that seem this side | 

of the dream world are Meroff’s | fast-working mimic, who utilizes a 

band, a well-greased rhythm outfit.| smart continuity to set off his im- 





juggling, hip-swinging and acrobatic | usual characterizations. Closing take- 
baton-wielding are definitely suspi-| off of F.D.R. is very strong and a 
cious. The eye-filling line of eight | clincher for good response. 

| is on and off as much as the come-| ‘Indian Summer’ provides an elab- 
| dians; it seems snappy. And then, of orate workout by the line of a be- 
| course. Donald O’Connor. 
With Donald. who sings 
| ‘Small Fry’ number which he did in 'adagio by the Dolores Dancers. 
/a Bing Crosby-Par film, are brother | Quartet of three men and a girl fea- 
| Jack and sister Patsy. Patsy came|ture the usual throws and catches, 
so near stealing the show, Meroff all strongly handled and an excellent 


‘NBC here to turn in a highly satis- | 


| batics. Standard tricks and suitable | 





EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 
George Jessel unit with Rochelle 
Hudson, Jean Parker, Isabel Jewell, 
Steffi Duna, Lya Lys, Betty Jane 
Cooper, Mario Siva, Jean Manners, 
Lou Schgader’s Orch (20); Kildare 
Goes Home.’ 


Philly’s prodigal son—bigtime 
vaude—returns here this week after. 








| an absence of nearly 11 months, and 


| 


the fans are tossing beaucoup shekels 


| at the b.o. 


| 


Breakfast’ ' 


The initial offering on the boards, 
heavily ballyhooed, is George Jessel’s 
Hollywood troupe, which is much 
weightier on the talent side than the 
usual run of units that come out of 
the cinema capital to personal. Much 
of the credit for making this above- 


| ~~ entertainment is Jessel him- 


inter- , 


self. 

Quick to sense the mood of his 
audience trouper was in good form 
at show caught (Saturday (28) 
night), and though it was the last of 
a five-a-day, he managed to keep the 
ball rolling with plenty of zing. 

Jessel kicks off the 55-minute turn 
with Lya Lys, the weakest of the 
septet of gals he has in tow. Her 
stint consists of gagging with the 
comedian anent her ‘i¢norance’ of 
U. S. currency. In the deuce spot 
is Betty Jane Cooper (Mrs. Jimmy 
Wallington) in seemingly authentic 
Hawaiian hip-weaving number. 

At this point Jean Manners busts 
in without introduction, posing as a 
local gal trying to break into pic- 
tures. Her ‘tryout’ consists of thrill- 


‘ing, ‘Lo, Hear the Gentle Lark,’ with 


keep wandering around like kids at Smile Again,’ a medley of musical | 
‘Blueberry | 


Steffi 


Al Spiro and Billy Morosco, come ture number utilizing parasols for. 


Even then the leader's hat-rolling,| personations. Gives out with the. 


\feathered number to offstage vocal | 
the |and a background of the three-way | (She's skedded to go into the cast of 


bumps. Isabel Jewell is plenty 
clicky. Blonde brought plenty of 
palm-pounding in her rendition of a 
dramatic monolog. portraying a 
waitress in a hamburger joint and 
her truckdriver lover. 

Duna. heavy on the s.a, 
gives out with ‘La Cucaracha,’ a 
tune she introed to the screen. Her 


flitting on and off, as well as sun- series of groupings before a special attempt at following up with a form 
lof the ‘Mexiconga’ 
Makes good spot for Dean Murphy, ; proved. She wheels about the stage 


could be im- 


for what appears to be a split-second 
and calls it quits. It should either 
be made into something or elimi- 
nated entirely. Rochelle Hudson's 
voice is far from professional but 
she puts over “Too Marvelous for 
Words’ in fair style, depending on a 
cute smile to sell herself. 

Miss Manners returns in character 


(LiL Abner’) and hoofs in wacky 
| style. Miss Parker is the last of the 
gals to show. Although she’s made 
her rep on the screen in the sweet 


| must be dreaming of firing all the | flash. Makes for effective finish with roles, her p.a. turn is that of a 


this | 


Friday (27) night, and capacity biz 
has prevailed since engagement | 
started. 


Latter carve out a niche for) 


| aemeers again are clickeroo with | 


comedians and finding himself a 
| flock of eight-year-olds who can put 
over ‘When Irish Eyes are Smiling’ 
| and ‘I'll Never Smile Again.’ 


measure, 


The b.o. is profiting. Soff. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 29. 

International Rollos 

Sisters (3), Sidney Miller, 

Cabot, Bob Hall, Vilma and Buddy 

Ebsen, Walter Davidson and House 
| Orch; ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G). 














Plenty of show here and a suf- 
ficiency of names to Satisfy any 
average audience. Picture people on 
the stage make up a neat rustle of 
excitement for this easily excitable 
set of customers, and they were 
more than satisfied with the general 
| lineup. 

Coming up with a surprisingly 
good turn is Sidney Miller, who 
cleans the bases with an out-and-out 
| variety act that’s solid. After a lit- 
tle talk he goes into a mimic routine, 
| impersonating Jolson, Hepburn, Rob- 
inson, Lionel Barrymore and Arliss. 
Jolson aping is particularly fine and 
kept this audience breaking 
spontaneous applause. Miller handles 
himself with professional sureness 
and can be booked anywhere on 
sheer entertainment value. 

Bruce Cabot makes it a quick five- 
minute turn for strictly a ‘personal 
appearance.” A little talk about how 
glad he is to be here, a couple of 
fair jokes and winds up with a 
quickie re-enactment from a scene 
in ‘Dodge City.” Not much at any 
time, but Cabot rates as pretty stand- 
ard flicker moniker, and is of value 
on a general pop variety lineup. 

Walloping click is the turn of 
Buddy and Vilma _ Ebsen, who 
smashed through to a_ resounding 
audience reaction. They're person- 


able young people with a screen 
background and, what’s more im- 
portant, a stage background that 
makes ‘em right at home on any 


rostrum. Vilma Ebsen is particularly 
satisfying. with a fresh and imme- 
diately likeable personality that 
warms up any audience. The team 
does a little singing and more dan- 
cing, all of it with assurance and 
showmanship. Other acts generally 
should take note of the care with 
which this turn has been built, espe- 
|cially the highly effective musical 
arrangements which help plenty in 
making this turn 100% clean-cut. 
Bob Hall m.c.s and takes his time. 
He does a Jong turn on his own with 
his extemporaneous rhyming, but 
this audience found him pleasing and 
full of entertainment. Handles him- 


self well and makes the most of a} 


novelty idea that has carried him 
_along in show biz for years. 

| Opening are the International 
|! Rollos with good rollerskating acro- 


] They | 
, throw in some tough taps for good 


(4), Dinning | 
Bruce 


into | 


specially built, three-level stage 
rather nicely lit. : 

| Setup generally results in pleasing 
stage interlude. Too early to tell 
power of change or effect on b.o. 
\Interpolation of stronger specialties 
|should help in that direction and a 
little extra attention to production 
would also not be far amiss. Musi- 
cal support by Phil Lampkin and 


pit orch helpful. 


Burm. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 

| Reddingtons (3), Patricia Payton, 
Masters and Rollins, Hudson Won- 
ders (2), Dead End Kids and Little 
| Tough Guys (6), Verne Buck House 
Orch; ‘Three Faces West’ (Rep). 


| fair. 








Much was expected of the Dead 
End Kids and the Little Tough Guys 
|following the swingaround of the 


| Kids last year to big vaude business. | 


| But the mixing of the two kid group- 
ings makes a hodgepodge which re- 
| sults in practically no entertainment 
on the stage and indicates just an 
|average set of money marks at the 
| gate. 

wrrhres Dead End Kids and two 
Little Tough Guys plus a girl make 
up a jumble of routines that have 


‘little meaning to any audience. Of | 


'all the kids on the stage about the 
only one which the audience was 
able to recognize at all was Bobby 
| Jordan, and after his first speech he 
was lost in the shuffle. The kids run 
around, do a lot of yelling, take some 
prattfalls and generally reveal that 
they have come to the stage without 
an act. They open with some rough- 


house wrestling which is listless, 
then try a burlesque of a dramatic 
bit which failed to garner a single | 
titter from a usually easy audience, 


and finish with some military drill 
clowning which is as hopelessly in- 


adequate as the rest of the turn. 
Remaindey of the s*siow is pretty 
standard and _ satisfactory. Three 


Reddingtons are an established tram- 
poline act and scored nicely in the 
opener to get the show away to a 
good pace. Patricia Payton is a 
young little singer who does all right 
on a couple of pop tunes. 

Masters and Rollins click solidly 
with their low-down ciowning. The 
man has a good novelty dance rou- 
tine which might be developed into 
a real high point. The woman’s 
goofus clowning is surefire with any | 
vaude mob. Hudson Wonders con- 
tinue to grow up but manage to over- 
come this handicap with a continued 
array of smart acrobatic dance rou- 
tines and a load of stage training that 
tells ’°em how to sell their stuff. 

Verne Buck and house orchestra 
are in the pit throughout and turn | 
|in a good accompaniment job. 
|_ Business okay at the last show 
iFriday (28). Gold. ' 


Biz when caught (Saturday) pretty | 


| Shrewish wife in a restaurant skit 
with Jessel and a stooge waiter. It’s 
blackout stuff, but went over with 
| the pew-holders. 
| Jessel’s solo turn is new in these 
| parts. It consists of patter about 
| the difference between modern 
tunes and those of yesteryear, inter- 
| spersed between the lyrics of ‘Let 
There Be Love.’ Of course there’s 
the usual self-ribbing about his wife 
‘Lois Andrews) unable to be present 
| because ‘she’s teething,’ etc. It still 
| brings snickers. 
Finale brings the gals back in 
|} coomphy evening gowns, Jessel 
| wearing a Rhett Butler getup and 
| warbling ‘A Pretty Girl is Like 
a Melody.’ 

Lou Schrader’s pit band, wearing 
evening clothes in honor of their 
return to work, smoothing plays a 
popular medley overture. Baton- 
| waving during the show is taken 
over by Jessel’s own accompanist, 
Mario Silva. 

Tapes S.R.O. signs were up at this 
| catching. Shal. 


| LYRIC, INDPLS. 





‘ Indianapolis, Sept. 27. 
Ozzie Nelson, Orch, Harriet Hil- 
liard, Roseanne Stevens, Don Cum- 
mings, Three Toppers, Barton and 
Stone; ‘Up in the Air’ (Mono). 





Bands are turning up at this house 

as regular as records in a jukebox. 
Nelson and hs crew make an annual 
trek to the Lyric stage and come 
back again this time, the same boys 
in the four-rhythm, one-trombone, 
three-trumpet anc four-sax sections, 
plus the same two vocalists who have 
appeared here formerly. This time 
three acts are added to lend comedy, 
dancing, and acrobatics to the bill. 
; Roseanne Stevens, local gal who 
joined the band here several years 
ago, is the standout in the vocal de- 
partment. She sits with band through 
first number and deuce act, then 
comes down front to give modern 
interpretation to ‘Six Lessons,’ ‘No- 
body’s Baby,’ ‘I’m a Cat in the Know’ 
and ‘Can’t Give Anything But Love” 
She had trouble getting off and was 
only released by the audience at 
show caught on the promise of a re- 
turn. Her reappearance is for a 
stanza with the band boys on ‘Man 
Who Comes Around.’ 

Harriet Hilliard (Mrs. Nelson) 
sings next to closing and hasn’t 
changed the book since her previous 
appearance. Opens with husband 
and wife duet with bandmaster, the 
innuendo being a chorus of “That’s 
for Me’ (meaning her life with the 
outfit), then goes into ‘Here Comes 
the Captain,” ‘Never Smile Again,” 
and special parody with Nelson on 
‘Two Sleepy People.’ Finishes as 
usual with ‘Heart Belongs to Daddy,” 


| referring again te her husband. Her 


reference to pic appearances leave 
(Continued on page 62) 
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B’way Continues Climb; ‘Purchase, 
$34 000, ‘Hellz,’ 316, ‘Hats, $29,000, 


All Big, ‘Belinda, 46, Cut-Rating 





Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), O 
(Operetta). 

‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- | 
hurst (R-1,412; $4.40). Presented by | 
Ed Wynn who stars; written by him | 
and Pat C. Frick; score by Sammy 
Fain, Jack Yellen and Irving Kahal; 
highly touted out of town; opened 
Tuesday (1), at $7.70 top. 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
(48d week) (M-1.375; $4.40). Few 
attractions not quite up to pre- 
vious level, but no material de- 
creases; over $21,000 here; due to 
move to Royale in two weeks. 

‘Helizapoppin, Winter Garden 
(106th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Set- 
ting a mark for revues to shoot at; | 
strongest indications for another sea- 
son's stay; gross quoted at $31,400. | 

‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
(3d week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Getting 
all house will hold; standees in most 
performances; close to $29,000; great 
advance sale. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Belasco (2d 
week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Using two 
for ones and other cut rates, hope- 
ful that word of mouth will help; 
business light; first full week rated 
$4,000, or less. 

‘Journey to Jerusalem,” National 
(D-1,162-$3.30). Presented by the 
Playwrights; written by Maxwell 
Anderson; drama with Jesus at age 
of 12 as a character opens Saturday 
(5) after previews during week. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (47th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Little change 
here; front running comedy com- 
mands standee trade all perform- | 
ances, with takings close to $19,000. | 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 
(18th week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Tops! 
musical field and list with capacity 
plus registered right along; over $34,- 
000 again, | 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (50th week) (C-1,102; $3.30). 
Shaded slightly; doing corking busi- 
ness for show close to year’s run 
mark; virtually $16,500. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (27th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). With agency 
sales now a factor, run comedy looks 
set well into fall period; quoted over 





| 





nr ‘Road’ $8,500 in 7th 


Returns to St. Louis 


St. Louis, Oct. 1. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ that hardy peren- 
nial, back for the seventh time in 
two years, closed the first of a two- 





|week stand Saturday (28) with an 


estimated take of $8,500 at $1.50 top. 
Temperature of 80 degrees crimped 
b.o. activity opening night, but as 
the mereury dropped biz picked up. 
Terrific opposish was encountered 
from the ‘St. Louis Cavalcade,’ a 
New York William Morris agency 
production in the municipal audi- 
torium. 

‘Road’ will have played a total of 
11 weeks locally when second week 
is wound up. 


“JUBILEE” TOUR 
PREEM SET 
FOR Chl 


First stand of the N. Y. World’s 
Fair ‘American Jubilee’ tour will be 
Chicago, giant spectacle opening 
there Nov. 9 at the Stadium. Fig- 
ured the show can play for 31 weeks 
without going to the Coast. It will 
not travel further west than Dal- 
las, according to present plans. To 
date 12 weeks of bookings have been 
consummated. 

There have been booking problems 
in several stands where ‘Jubilee’ will 
play arenas, which are also used for 
ice hockey games, It has been neces- 
sary to rearrange some hockey sched- 
ules to accommodate the _ spec, 








Current Road Shows 


(Week of Sept. 30) 

‘Big Story’—Maplewood, Maple- 
wood, N. J. 

‘Boyd's Shop’—Copley, Boston. 

‘Charlot’s Revue’ (Name cast, for 
British war relief)—El Capitan, 
| Hollywood, 
| ‘Easy Does It’—Russ Auditorium, 








Plymouth, Boston. 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob-| 
| son )—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) 
—Bushnell Auditorium, Hartford, 
Conn. (5). 

‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicago. 

‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Civie Repertory, Boston. 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Hanna, Cleveland. 

‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif-| 
ton Webb)—Cass, Detroit. 

‘Meet the People’—Music 
Hollywood. 

‘Meet the People’-—Grand Opera 
| House, Chicago. 

‘Panama Hattie’ (Ethel Merman. 
James Dunn)—Shubert, New Haven 
(3-5). 

‘Philadelphia Story ‘(Katharine 
Hepburn)—Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘Pins and Needles’—Ford’s, Balti- 
more, 

‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 
Coronado, Rockford, Mil (30); Or- 
pheum, Davenport (1); English, 
Indianapolis (2-5). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
American, St. Louis. 


CHORUS GIRLS 
WIN $1-A-DAY 
RULE 





Box, 








San Diego (1-5). | 
‘George Washington Slept Here’— | 





| 


Addition of Met Opera’s ‘Faust’ Starts 
Subscription Rampage In Atlanta 





Dinner’ Fine $14,000 
In 3d Detroit Week 


Detroit. Oct. 1. 

Tapering in receipts on ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ has _ been 
very slight at the Cass, presaging a 
six-week run for the season's initial 
play here. Originally inked in for 
three weeks, the Clifton Webb-Doris 
Dalton show has taken approxi- 
mately $45,000 in its first three weeks. 
adding around $14,000 last week to 
earlier grosses at $15,000 and $16,000. 

The play will carry up to Oc. 19, 
according to new plans, which will 
leave only one dark week until 
Katharine Hepburn comes in with 
the first of six scheduled subscription 
plays, ‘Philadelphia Story,’ on Oct. 
28. 


‘ANIMAL’ JUMPS 
TO $13,500 
IN CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 1. 

Lineup of loop shows jumped to 
an even quartet over the weekend, 
with two shows coming in from the 
Coast to take a try at Chicago. On 
Saturday (29) the Grand relighted 
with ‘Meet the People’ and last night 
(Monday) the Harris preemed 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ as the first 
of the season’s American Theatre So- 
ciety subscription shows. 

Shows in town last week turned 











Atlanta, Oct. 1, 

Marvin McDonald, manager of an. 
nual All-Star Concert Series, tosseq 
a bombshell gimmick into collective 
laps of cultural Atlanta and, as a re. 
sult, season tickets to series, staged 
in 5,500-seat City Aude, are already 
commanding a premium. The come. 
on that set fire to sale of ducats 
was news of four-opera dates scaled 
from $7 to $12.50 for season, includ. 
ing Gounod’s ‘Faust,’ to be presented 
evening of April 29 by Metropolitan 
Opera Co., which will be here April 
28 to May 1. 

Impresario McDonald’s All-Star 
Series has always been a sellout, but 
never before has there been a 
scramble for season pasteboards as 
this year as soon as word got out 
that ‘Faust’ was being thrown in. 

Series will get under way Oct, § 
with appearance of All Star Quar- 
tette, made up of Josephine Antoine, 
coloratura soprano, Kathryn Meisle, 
contralto, Charles Kullman, tenor, all 
of Met opera, and Igor Gorin, screen 
and concert star. Next will be 
Yehudi Menuhin, fiddler, on Nov. 22. 
Third on list is pianist Serge Rach- 
maninoff, Dec. 9. In No. 4 spot, Jan. 
18, will be Jussi Bjorling, lyric tenor 
of Met, to be followed on Feb. 26 by 
baritone Lawrence Tibbett. St. 
Louis Symphony Orchestra will be 
next to closer March 25, with Vladi- 
mir Golschmann, conductor, and 
Rosalyn Tureck, piano soloist. Then 
comes the piece de_ resistance, 
‘Faust,’ on April 29. 

Also under McDonald's manage- 
ment is Atlanta Music Club’s Mem- 
bership Series, to be presented in 
club’s 750-seat aude, with season 
ducats selling for $5 and $3. At- 
tractions listed in this series are: 

Kerstin Thorborg, mezzo soprano, 





in good money sessions, with “The 
Male Animal’ again gaining ground | 
after its slow opening week. Has | 
now come up into very respectable | 
money and showing healthy profit. | 
At the Blackstone, ‘Life With Father,’ | 
starring Lillian Gish, remains an} 
outstanding bit of legitimate fare and | 


| Oct. 


| Quartette, Feb, 4; 


29: Roland Gundry, violinist, 
Dec. 3; Luboshutz and Nemenoff, duo 
pianists, Jan. 21; Kolisch String 
and six evening 
programs by outstanding local art- 
ists. 
All-in-all, 


the fall, winter and 





indicates no slide-off for weeks to| spring season is going to fairly drip 


eee saa Last Week with cultural music for Atlanta. 

, stimates for Last Wee ll-Star Concert Series, plus 

Mexico City, Oct. 1. ‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone _ Fane ase same ~ oo 
2 DY . ; . be ’ 

Local vaude and revue chorus | (32nd week) (1,200; $2.75). Continues | last year after a 10-year layoff dur- 

girls have at last won their fight for|as a brilliant offering and will go ing the depression, gives the local 


$10,500 last week; steadily improving. 
‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 
(18th week) (D-1,434; $3.30). Main- 
tains consistently paying patronage, 
with gross approaching $17,000 level; 
four weeks more, then to road. 


claimed to be the largest traveling 
show unit ever toured, upward of 350 
persons being concerned. Since 
‘Jubilee’ is to be under Equity rules, 
| it must play more or less consecu- | 











/ on and on, 








‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (282d 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). ‘Susannah 
and the Elders’ mentioned for this 
house soon, but ‘Road’ may move 
though still announcing last weeks: 
recent approximate weekly average 
$5,000 slightly less last week. 

Return Engagement 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Guild (1st 
week) (CD-956; $2.75). Two week 
date extended to four, with touring 
start now dated Oct. 21; business of 
repeater first week quoted at $10,500: 
very good at scale; better than ex- | 


tively. Management is required to 
pay full salaries, whether perform- 
ances are played or not. 

Nicke Holde, who is associated with 
Albert Johnson in the ‘Jubilee’ tour 


|and who will be general manager, 


is devoting part time to handling 
‘Second Helping’ for Walter Bache- 
lor and Monte Proser. He will take 
the show out of town for tryout and 
back to Broadway, where it is due 
at the Hudson Oct. 10, thereafter re- 








'a minimum daily wage. This pay 
runs from $1 for second line leggers 
ito $1.60 for experienced girls wh’ 
| bear the brunt of the stares ana do 
| specialties. The femmes are satisfied | 
with this pay, for the while. Gals | 
| used to get from 50 to 75c. | 
| The ordinary local minimum daily | 
| wage for workers is 50c. 


3D ‘FATHER’ RINGS UP 





| 
| 











| (1,000; $2.75). 


Again approached great 
$15,000. 

‘Male Animal,’ Selwyn (3d week) 
Upped again and now | 
riding to $13,500, which puts it safely | 
in the profits. 


Will Rogers | 








_.Continued from page 3. 








ceeds of those tickets will go to the 


socialites and music lovers a chance 
to, respectively (1) dress up formally 
and be seen and (2) enjoy hearing 
and seeing in the flesh outstanding 
artists. 

This year the Georgia Federation 
of Music Clubs is entering concert 
booking field and is bringing Alec 
Templeton, blind pianist, here for 
concert Nov. 25 at City Aude. Mrs. 
John B. Gurrey, of Atlanta, is prez 





of Georgia Federation. 
. linquishing the mz : st. Will Rogers fund. Other tickets, 
pected. ene | | ng the managerial post BIG 18 300 IN BALTO priced at $1.50, will be good for ad- wane 

ow: te . issi he Fair grounds, a choice | . , 

Kind Lady,’ Playhouse (4th week) | L ? $ ’ mission to t ae 
(CD-865; $3.30). Expectations are| Legit Actors’ Own Cafe . oe oe SS ee qT con- | 6 Legit and Film Houses 
for continuing through autumn: Baltimore, Oct. 1, | C¢Ssions, and the benefit show. Half) © T t 
quoted over $11,000 last week; best : a ae ; Legit season here got off with a| the proceeds of the latter tickets will | Seek N.Y. Tax Reduction 
Bross to date and augurs well for re- Three legit actors, all supporting | bang last week with bookings of| go tothe Rogers fund, with the rest! Six legit and film houses filed their 
vivals, players in the Maurice Evans com- | Oscar Serlin’s third company of| to be divided between the Fair, con- | annual squawks in the N. Y. supreme 

Se Added pany last season, are opening their |‘Life With Father’ into the indie! cessions. etc. New York Hotel Assn. | 
‘Sim Sala Bim,’ Morosco (3d week) | ; | 


(939; $2.75). Despite strong press, 
attendance has not improved: around 
$6,500; hardly enough to keep Dante’s 
magic show going. 

Gilbert and Sullivan Repertory,’ 


own night club next Tuesday night 
(8). Located above Jack & Frank’s 
Famous Kitchen, in West 45th street 
near the Martin Beck theatre, it will 
be called the Check Room and will 


| Maryland. Chalking up a third and 
| best visit to date, all three current 
companies having preemed in same 
house, comedy drew solid capacity | 
| for all shows for takings of $18,300. | 


| will be asked to have its members 


sell the $1.50 tickets. 

If the plan goes through, all the | 
money turned over to the Rogers 
fund will be allocated to whatever 


court, Monday (30), seeking reduc- 
tions of assessments placed on thelr 
theatres by the Tax Commission. 
Writs of certiorari were issued in 
each case calling on the commission 


s I he inf o 43 ‘ That just topped the second which | a to justify its assessment. 
44th St. (1,463-$2.20). Presented by | Pe on the in ormal, intimate line. greatly bettered the original last | charities the Will Rogers Fund com- Total assessments for the six were 
Joseph S. Daltry and Herman Levin;, Trio, who have decorated the spot | year. Standees and extra chairs| mission designates. William Morris, | $1,266,000, with the defendants seek- 
opened Monday (30) with ‘The Gon- | : 


doliers’; slated for limited stay, then 
tours, 


‘GEO. WASH.’, $6,500 
OK IN 4 HUB SHOWS 





themselves and will also do the en- 
tertaining, are Izetta Jewel, Jr., Guy 
|Moneypenny and George Keane. 
Miss Jewel will play the piano and 
sing. and Keane will do sketches. 
Moneypenny, who has played a few 
dates at Tony’s, N. Y., and other 











in available spaces taxes the 1,540) 
capacity to the limit. This company 
stars Dorothy Gish and Louis Cal- 
hern, 

‘New Pins and Needles’ is cur- 
rently at Ford's. 





Jr., will be in charge of lining up | 
talent for the show, which will not | 
be subject to Theatre Authority | 
regulations as the proceeds are for 
theatrical charity purposes. When | 
the entire scheme is outlined, it will 
be turned over to Will Hays, who | 


ing reductions of $536,000 claiming 
actual value of their property to be 
$730,000. 

The theatres are the Martin Beck, 
assessed at $600,000 and seeking a re- 


| duction to $400,000; the Houston The- 





2 ESS POR 


fe 


sorte 


! “ie sor Pipe atre Corp., of Hudson street, as- ’ 
niteries, does original risque songs. G rt | Fi d | will submit it to Mrs. Rogers. Unless | sessed at $125,000 and seeking a re- 
nee = e e wrence in S$ ee approves it will be droxped. | duction to $60,000: Grenvil Theatre 
oston, Oct. 1 ° t had been tentatively planned to | Corp.. 97 Greenwic sessed 

ae ges pein, Btn : , , Sorp., 97 Greenwich avenue, assess 
Pe Byers i offer Legit Cues Milw. OK: Pulls 9 have a gigantic outdoor barbecue in | at $150,000 and seeking a reduction 
comedy, and the tPoket ae ee ae sednctecde | the style of those held in the south- | to $100,000; Ausonia Amus. Corp., 8S- 
loafing. ‘George Washington Slept Milwaukee, Oct. 1. | ~ eed — ong was to have been | sessed at $54,000 and seeking a reduc- 
Here,’ by Kaufman-Hart, did Jack Durant signed for the asked to take part. 


right in first four performances last 
week; and ‘Boyd's Shop,’ by St. John 
Ervine, got off to an encouraging 
stari at the premiere Saturday (28). 

‘Life With Father’ re-lighted the 
Repertory yesterday (Monday) for 
an indef run, with the advance sales 
very healthy. Flora Robson is slated 


R ers-Hart show, 


‘Pal Joey.’ 





Edith Atwater, femme lead in ‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,’ makes 
her debut as a singer at the Monte 
Carlo nitery, N. Y. 





new | 


Gertrude Lawrence, a British sub- 
| ject and tireless worker in England's 
| war relief, had frequently heard of 
|'Milwaukee as a German city and 
wasn’t particularly anxious to play | 
| here, but she now has changed her 
opinion of the town. When she ar- 
rived here Thursday (26) to open 
the legit season in ‘Skylark’ at the | 


However, the 
restaurant and cafe concessionaires 
at the Fair raised a squawk at the 
idea, and it was also found that the 
expense of having outdoor fire pits 
would be prohibitive. 
Idea of a Will Rogers Day at the | 
Fair was first broached by the 


| tion to $25,000; Yoost Photoplay Co., 


385 Third avenue, assessed at $92,000 
and seeking a reduction to $45,000, 
and the 44th St. Amus. Corp., 10- 
eated at 1560 Broadway, assessed at 
$245,000 and seeking a reduction to 
$100,000. 





for the Plymouth, Nov. 4; Helen! Al Goodman, Al Jolson’s conductor | Davidson, she found her name up | Saturday Evening Post, which this 
Hayes and Maurice’ Evans in in ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ inad- | in lights on the City Hall with a big poles vod wonggage eRe Wg En t 
‘Twelfth Night’ come into the Co- vertently omitted from the credits in | ‘Welcome’ sign—a distinction gener- | R0Sers biography, called gagemen S 


lonial, Oct. 21; and ‘The Male Animal’ 
is on the November book. 


| VarreTy’s review of the show last 
week, has 


‘ally reserved for visiting ambassa- | 
dors, official dignitaries and big con- 


‘Uncle 
Clem’s Boy,’ by Mrs. Rogers. 





ki 4 me ’ been Jolson’s favorite : eres a ‘ Came 
Last week ‘George Washington Pars ii ventions. Only twice before have | wae Jeanne Wardley, ‘Man Who 
garnered approximately $6,500 in ™&estro, dating back to 10 years ago | stage stars been thus honored—Ger- Two Rogers Reissues 


four performances, after the review- 
ers branded the new comedy a good 
bet if perked up in spots. 

Repertory Theatre reopened last’ 
night (Monday) as ‘Civic Reperiory | 
Theatre,’ with Oscar Serlin present- | 
ing Dorothy Gish and Louis Calhern | 
in ‘Life With Father. ’ Governor | 
Leverett Saltonstall made rededica- | 
tion speech. 


when he batoned ‘Wonder Bar,’ the | 
star’s last Broadway musical comedy. 
| 





Eddie Kaplan, burley comedian, | 


has been signed for ‘With No Apolo- 
gies, Dolph Singer-Harry Von 
Tilzer-J. Fred Coots-Michael Cleary 
revue slated for production this sea- 


| son, 


| trude Hoffman, a quarter of a cen-| 
|tury ago, and last season Maurice | 
| Evans. 

Then, to emphasize Milwaukee’s 
|cordiality, Miss Lawrence  was| 
| greeted with acclaim by the critics | 
and in her three-day engagement at | 
the 1,500-seat house ($2.75 top) the | 
| citizenry turned in a gross estimated | 
lat nearly $9,000. | 


| Rogers pictures, ‘Steamboat Round 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
20th-Fox is reissuing two old Will 





the Bend’ and ‘In Old Kentucky,’ to | 
coincide with the start of Mrs, | 
Rogers’ story of her  husband’s | 
career in the Satevepost. 

Serial will be accompanied by a! 
heavy advertising campaign. 


to Dinner’ (Southern road company). 
Dorothea Eller, ‘Second Helpiné. 
Phyllis Brooks, ‘Panama Hattie. 
Marjorie Gainsworth, Adele Dixon, 
Marguerite Namara, ‘Night of Love. 
Haila Stoddard, Morris Carnovsky, 
Lois Hall, ‘Suzanna and the Elders. 
Rex Ingram, Ethel Waters, Todd 
Duncan, Arthur Wilson, ‘Cabin 1 


\ the Sky.’ 
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Boston Opera House Up For Sale By 
Shuberts: Market, Garage Bidding 


——_—___——_- —_—— 





Boston, Oct. 1, 
Local Shubert offices, under man- 
ager A. Gordon Munro, released a 
startler last week. The Boston Opera 


House, which the Shuberts have 
owned since 1918, has been put in 
the hands of Cabot, Cabot & Forbes, 
Boston real estate brokers, for sale 
or rent, renovated to suit the ten- 
ant. 

It has been reported that both a 
national super market chain and a 
large bus company have made of- 
fers. The first would convert what 
is still one of the finest opera houses 
in the country into a market. The 
second firm would make it a garage 
or bus terminal. 


F. Murray Forbes, of the real es- 
tate firm, has been handling the deal, 
and, being a music lover, imme- 
diately got in touch with the offi- 
cers of the George Robert White 
Fund (established for cultural and 
artistic uses of the city). Though no 
formal proposals have yet been made 
to the fund, its manager, ex-con- 
gressman Joseph F. O'Connell, said 
that the house would be eligible for 
assistance from the fund. Possibly 
a local campaign is in the offing 
which will ‘save the opera house.’ 

The opera house was erected in 
1909 by Eben D. Jordan, son of the 


founder of Jordan, Marsh Co., locai | 


department store. He also backed 
the productions for five seasons, In 
1914 the Boston Opera Company 
went to Paris. Declaration of war 
broke up the company and Jordan 
returned to Boston, saying that there 
was little hope for further opera in 
Boston. In 1916 Jordan sold the opera 
house to a group headed by J. Sum- 
ner Draper, Mark Temple Dowling 
and J. Murray Howe, who in turn 
sold it two years later to Lee and 
J. J. Shubert. From 1916 until the 
present day, the house has been used 
for everything from WPA rehearsals 
and variety shows to opera. 


The Shuberts have carried the 
house at a loss for several years 
now, claiming that the rentals 


charged attractions did not offset the 
$10,000 taxes. 


Kaufman-Hart Comedy 
Seen as B’way's Ist 








| 


BARRYMORE RETURN TO 
‘CHILDREN’ UNDECIDED 


Whether John Barrymore will ap- 
pear in pictures or return to ‘My 
Dear Children’ for the road is still 
undecided. Richard Aldrich and 
Richard Myers, producers of ‘Chil- 
dren,’ were informed early this 
week in New York that the Cali- 
fornia court in which Barrymore 
filed in bankruptcy will not make a 
decision on his status until next 
Wednesday (9). Decision was to 
have been handed down last Friday 
(28). It's up to the court to decide 
which activity would be more bene- 
ficial to the creditors. 

The rift between the ‘Profile’ and 
Elaine Barrie, his wife, is quite def- 
inite as indicated by his filing for 
divorce last week, according to in- 
formation given the managers. He 
continues to brood in his ‘castle’ in 
Beverly Hills. 

Barrymore is under contract for 
this season to Aldrich and Myers. 
Latter have been offered plenty of 
road bookings for ‘Children’ and a 
tour would likely be a cleanup. 
Star, however, proposes to appear 
in one or more pictures on the Coast 
and pay a part of his earnings to 
the managers as liquidated damages. 
Exact sum they will claim has not 
been determined and payments may 
be spread over a period during 
which he would make two or three 
films. 


N.Y. Dailies Will 





ACTORS FUND’S RIVIERA 
BENEFIT YIELDS $7,000 


The Dan Frohman-Actors Fund of 
America testimonial supper Sunday 
night (29) at Ben Marden’s Riviera, 
roadhouse near New York, netted 
the fund some $7,000. Between 600 
and 700 tickets at $15 a head for a 
de luxe dinner (including wines) 
meant around $10-11 net per ticket 
for benefit of the Actors Fund. 

An all-star galaxy of talent turned 
out in honor of Frohman’'s 89th 
birthday. 


ATS DROPOUTS 
BURN WASH. 
CRITICS 


Washington, Oct. 1. 

Despite as hectic a beginning as 
Capital has undergone in years, first 
week of 1940-41 legit season found 
‘New Pins and Needles’ drawing 
smart opening night crowd and wind- 
ing up Saturday (28) with approxi- 
mately $12,500 in the till. National, 
town’s only legiter, is dark this week 
and next, with blame being placed 
upon the Theatre Guild in a row 
that’s getting bigger every minute. 

Ruckus, which culminated yester- 
day (30) with unanimous broadside 
by all loca] critics, is result of Guild's 
announcing and then cancelling of 
three shows within as many weeks. 
Trouble started when Guild sent 
word that ‘the Fifth Column,’ due 
Sept. 30 as second show on National's 
schedule and starter of local Amer- 
ican Theatre Society subscription 
series, was out. Following day came 
word that Helen Hayes-Maurice 
Evans in ‘Twelfth Night,’ expected 
here in pre-Broadway engagement, 
instead would go straight into New 
York. Cancelling of ‘Fifth Column’ 











Give Legit Ads | 
Better Display: 


| 





|tinue in New York. That was the 


Following a strong protest from | jact straw and critics, who had been 


| managers, editors of the New York 
| dailies have ordered the position of 





|ried in directory form, space per 


Straight Show Click, 


the legit show ad list be spotted to 
more advantage. For some years 
Broadway legit ads have been car- 


show usually being from 10 to 14 
lines, minimum being six lines. Be- 


left ATS series due to begin Oct. 7 
with ‘Time of Your Life.” Sunday 
(30) a wire from Joe Heidt, Guild 
p.a., to crix announced that ‘Life’ 
also was cancelled, ‘due to trernen- 


|dous public demand’ for show to con- 


trying to defend Guild, pulled out all 
stops. 

Jay Carmody, Evening Star, who 
had gone to N. Y. and secured Guild’s 
side of the Hayes-Evans situation, 
cited ‘Time of Your Life’ cancella- 
tion with such phrases as ‘carries the 
frangrance of a real estate deal’ and 


Stormy Equity Meeting Goes On 
Record Against Subversive Groups: 
Asks Dies Probe of Communism 





NOW HE’S 1007 PRO 


Before he went to the Coast to 
visit his wife and child, taking along 
$30,000 received for knocking out 


Pat Comiskey in less than a round 
in Jersey City last Thursday (26), 
Max Baer joined Equity, a require- 
ment necessary before he could sign 
a contract to appear in the Alex 
Aarons-Ritchie musical ‘Hi Ya Gen- 
tlemen.’ The former heavyweight 
champ had been a member of the 
Screen Actors Guild. 


Baer reveled in the fact that he 
is to become an actor, in fact he 
laughingly told Ritchie: ‘I’m just a 
ham, anyway.’ He was loquacious 
about his ring experiences, the Joe 
Louis fight in particular. That was 
the time he was counted out in the 





knee. The man who is a boxing 
clown, but can hit as hard as any 
fighter when he wants to, admitted 
he deliberately quit to Louis be- 
cause ‘I didn’t want my brains 
knocked out.’ 


Lawyer's Illness 
Delays Possible 
Code Changes 





Although there is a hiatus in nego- | 





| tiations pointed towards changes in 
the ticket code, League of New York 
Theatres is going ahead as though 
all brokers had signatured assent to 
the regulations for another season. 
Agencies are being policed again, 
but no detection of recent violations 
are known. 

Disaffection of William S. Hyman, 
new counsel for the agencies, has 
caused the delay. Attorney had a 


,’ 
7 
| 


MAX BAER JOINS EQUITY; 





fourth round while resting on one) 





Equity has gone on record as be- 
| ing opposed to Communism and re- 
,futes charges that it is controlled or 


|dominated by alleged Reds in the 
|council, At Friday’s quarterly meet- 
‘ing in New York Friday (27) a 
resolution against Communists, and 
the declaration that no Red, Nazi or 
Fascist shall hold office or be em- 
| ployed by Equity, was carried by a 
large majority. That ineludes any 
_ member who sympathizes with pere 
| Sons advocating totalitarian prin- 
ciples, 


| The meeting again asked that the 
charges of Representative William 
|P. Lambertson that certain coun- 
cillors are Communist sympathizers 
or actually Reds be investigated by 
the Dies Committee. That was in the 
form of an amendment to the origi- 
nal resolution and the arguments 
|which preceded its adoption were 
|charged with high excitement. Bert 
, Lytell, in the chair, told the well at- 
tended gathering that Equity had 
‘been placed in an unenviable po- 
|Sition before Congress as a result 
of the Lambertson charges. ‘You’ve 
|; got to choose sides now so that we 
;can clean house.’ 


A special council session was held 
| Friday afternoon (27), meeting con- 
/suming five hours. Topic was the 
|Lambertson situation and all the 
matter which he inserted into the 
Congressional Record was read 
aloud, that taking four hours. Ques- 
|tion whether the congressman 
|should be given Equity’s mailing list 
‘cropped up again, Winifred Lenihan 
favoring that move. It was defeated 
by a narrow margin. Lambertson 
proposed to bombard the member- 
ship with literature supporting his 
| charges. 


Day previous, the Kansan had 
cleared Alan Hewitt, one of the six 
councillors he named. He is quoted 
as saying: ‘Hewitt denies any as- 
sociation with the Theatre Arts 
Committee (which he declares is tied 
up with Communism and which was 
| originaliy the Theatre Alliance, radi- 
cal group which was within WPA’s 
Federal Theatre Project) and I am 
|inclined to believe him. I therefore 
‘offer my apology for having included 
him in that membership.’ It was a 
|back-handed withdrawal, however, 





| cause of the form of the directory, 





. , i } 
What is expected to be the first | full face type is not employed and 


straight show click of Broadway’s | 
new season is George S. Kaufman | 
and Moss Hart's ‘George Washington | 


Slept Here,’ a laugh show which has 
been compared to their ‘You Can’t 


Take It With You’ by some who saw | 


the new play out of town. Sam H. 


Harris will present it at the Lyceum, | 


N. Y., Monday (7), house having re- 
cently been purchased by the show- 
men and others. Interior has been 
completely refurbished. 


When ‘Slept’ opened at Hartford, | 
first audience reaction was not onti- | 


mistic, but when it arrived in New 
Haven early last week deletions had 


much improved the performance. | 
Play opened in Boston Thursday | 
(26). Hub reviewers conceding the 


show’s comedy strength though criti- | 
Since then new ma- | 


cal otherwise. 
terial has been inserted. 


‘Washington’ will be Broadway’s | 


fourth straight play so far, third be- 
ing ‘Journey to Jerusalem.’ which 
opens at the National Saturday (5). 
First play, ‘Jupiter Laughs,’ stopped 
at the Biltmore Saturday (28). Sec- 
ond is ‘Johnny Belinda,’ which 


opened doubtfully and showed little | 


improvement at 
week, ita second. 


This week’s top premiere, ‘Boys 
and Girls Together,’ 


the Belasco last 


(Tuesday) at the Broadhurst. This 
Musical was highly regarded out of 
town, 

Next week will also see the debut 
of the anticipated novelty, ‘It Hap- 
Pens on Ice,’ at the Center. Sole 
name performer is Joe Cook, but not 
on skates. Cook joins the parade of 
favorite comics back on Broadway. 





brought Ed | 
Wynn back to Broadway yesterday | 


the extra space used for films and 
| other amusements has tended to sub- 
merge the legiters. 
| It is claimed that shows spend a 
|higher percentage of the gross than 
|other amusements in newspaper ad- 
vertising. This particularly applies 
to the low grossers, whose ad bills 
are apt to run 15% of the weekly 
takings. James F. Reilly, secretary 
\of the League of New York Theatres, 
| wrote various editors, a sample pro- 
| test being: ‘I know you are person- 
ally acquainted with and enjoy the 
friendship of legitimate theatre man- 
agers and producers, Your paper 
must regard the legitimate theatre as 
having considerable reader interest, 
as well as cultural value, because 
you employ a dramatic critic~ at 
|'what I imagine is a substantial sal- 
ary and you carry a Broadway 
column. 

‘With that in mind, I cannot under- 
'stand the disgraceful (I can think of 


no fitter word) treatment the adver- | 


tising for the legitimate theatre re- 
ceives. The situation has been diffi- 
cult to bear for a long time, but since 
the motion picture theatre through a 
new policy of advertising receive in- 
ducements, either in the form of 
volume discounts or the like, it is 
| practically unendurable.’ 


Be Pemberton’s 40 Ist 


Brock Pemberton’s first new play 
‘this season will probably be ‘Morality 
Clause,’ a comedy by Florence Ryer- 
son and Colin Clements, Hollywood 
writers, and man and wife. Couple 
have arrived from the Coast for 





‘the customers can curse themselves 
for being foolish enough to take the 
| Guild’s word for anything.’ 

As substitutes for the above, Guild 
| has announced ‘Suzanna and the 
Elders’ for the week of Oct. 14 and 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ for week of 
Oct. 21, 


Ted Sills’ Bkptcy. 


Ted Sileo, known as Ted Sills, a 
writer and director of theatrical en- 
tertainment, unemployed, filed a 
voluntary petition of bankruptcy in 
N. Y. federal court on Monday (30), 
listing $100 in assets and liabilities 
| of $3,335. In 1938 Sileo earned $7,000 
and in 1939, $4,000. 

Among creditors are Anne Nichols 
of Los Angeles, $400 on a _ loan; 
Miriam Berlowe, $450; Samuel E. 
Neikrug, $500; Jimmy Kemper, $200; 
Charles Cantor, $300; Carl Eastman, 
| $185; Lew White, $175; and Mildred 
| Manning $50, all of N. Y., and all 
| loans. 











shoulder operation and left the city ‘for he said he believed that Hewitt 
to recuperate, being due back late | had allowed himself ‘to be made use 
this week. Hyman inferred that the of by Communists.’ Lambertson also 
League was putting the squeeze on | placed in the Record letters from 
the agencies during negotiations in| councillors Philip Loeb, Hiram S. 
an effort to collect from those de- Sherman, Sam Jaffe and Emily 
linquent in the payment of the 3c./ Marsh, denying any affiliation with 
ticket levy. Brokers insist they are | Communists, also a denial from 
broke and unable to put it on the} (Continued on page 60) 

line at this time. : 


Because of Hyman’s absence, the 


ques 
tat f furth strai roceed- | ss} ° 
tae gg ey sp Reemigy ceed tenet ‘Beverly Hills Will Set 








Brokers say that upon his return an 
chances of the brokers were dimmed Fastest production period and 


Paul Moss and police commissioner ° 

Production, Rehearsal 
application for trial will be filed and 
a date set for the hearings. In some 
by the opinion of Justice J. Sidney | shortest rehearsal time pertain to 
Bernstein, who denied a writ, dis- | ‘Beverly Hills,’ which went into re- 


Lewis J. Valentine is also indefinite. 

Record of Two Weeks 
quarters it is believed that the 
| agreeing on all points argued by/hearsal Monday (30) and opens at 











Hyman. Agency people see it dif-| Maplewood, N. J. in two weeks 
ferently, Saying the court placed | (Oct. 14). Under Eauitvy rules 
theatre tickets in the category of | straight plays are allowed four 


soul articles, whereas they are a | weeks ‘free’ rehearsals accompanied 


| by pay of $20 weekly after the fifth 
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56,000,000 Mexican National Theatre 
ls Again Sinking in Soggy Soil 


.| day, but most attractions use one 
| week less. Musical shows are al- 
| lowed five weeks for rehearsals. 
| ‘Hills’ will be the first show in 
| which Lawrence Schwab has been 
|interested since early last season. 
He has teamed up with Otto L. Pre- 
minger on the managerial end, Ald- 
| rich & Myers not being concerned 





Mexico City, Oct. 1. 
Engineers have again been as- 
|signed by the Mexican government 
| to do something to prevent the 
‘alarming and progressive physical 
‘sinking of its Palace of Fine Arts 
| (National Theatre) here, which was 
130 years in building at a cost of $6,- 
|000,000. As the Palace is on a sec- 
ition of the city over the broad lake 
the conquering Spaniards 





| with the play as previously reported. 
| Hill’s is the work of Lynn Starling 
ered six feet to assure maintenance | 29d Howard J. Greene, cast being 
of the vista. The continued sinking | headed by Helen Claire, Dorothy 
has given the marble hall several | Hall, Ika Chase, Enid Markey and 
cracks. Engineers aver that there is ; William Kelly. Miss Hall was un- 
no immediate danger of the building | able to start rehearsals, having a 
|toppling, but that, unless some more | Swollen ankle as the result of being 
\braces are installed, a costly job, | knocked down by a large dog. 
there will be worse cracks. Maplewood, which fared excele 
The Palace features a beautiful | lently during the summer with stock 
crystal glass curtain, supplied by Tif- | and several of last season’s successes 





script revisions, being made at the 


Reinhardt’ sti f the producer. 
s B suggestion 0 Pp om 
ane Playhouse Pemberton is still paying royaities 


M ; escadabaa Raman a Lincoln drama, ‘Death Mr. 
er pag moved into the Ben | president,’ which was a production 
tin layhouse today (Tues.) to con- ‘possibility last season. Script is in 

ue his school of dramatic training. ‘finished form, but he has not yet 

Bard has retired from the teaching found the right actor to play the 
business, i title part. 





filled in |fany of New York for $250,000, which 
when they reconstructed the town | depicts in delicate colors the Valley 
‘after destroying most of it in 1521, |of Mexico. Tiers‘of boxes cOst $4,000 
ithe terrain is soggy, which protects |each. The curtain is a big draw for 
| the pile from earthquakes, but which ‘tourists. It is only exhibited on gala 
'makes it sink deeper and deeper. | occasions because manipulating it is 
The Palace had sunk so much in jan exacting job that costs $75 a time. 
1928 after 18 years of building that Faberge far cracks in the Palace have 
|surrounding streets had to be low- ! not affected this curtain. 


‘with original casts aimed for the 


road, appears to be favored by 
Broadway managers as a tryout spot. 
Currently the house has Gilbert Mil- 


| ler’s debut attraction this season, 


‘Fhe Big Story,’ well regarded in 
script form. Schwab-Preminger 


play is slated for a number of pre- 
| views in New York prior to debut. 
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Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Beverly Hills’ —-Lawrence® 
Schwab, Otto Preminger. 


60 LEGITIMATE 


Plays Out of Town 














ae —— of his touches ‘Lady in Waiting’ (road)— Indicating potential profit possibilities for indie booked legit spots in 

THE BIG STORY , Rimeatt. anes He nervily| Brock Pemberton. | the provinces, ‘Life With Father,’ making a third return trip to the Mary- 

‘f 3 | eave on important bit of action to ‘Man Who Came to Dinner land, Baltimore, last week drew approximately $18,500 after chalking so. 

Maplewood, N. J., Sept. 30 la live pigeon which flies on stage.| (road, Taylor Holmes)—Sam H. | $10,600 and $18,200 on its first and second prior respective visits. Current 

anarce comedy in three acts preset tel by | Kent. Harris. touring company, with Louis Calhern and Dorothy Gish in the leading 

iat taaneee ae 30, 40: w ritten ts ‘Lee | BOYD'S SI SHOP ‘It Happens on Ice’— Sonja roles, is slated for Boston and a few other key spots capable of protracted 
Falk and Alan Cranston; directed by Sam} 


Henie. Arthur Wirtz. 
‘Twelfth Night’—Gilbert Mil- 
ler, Theatre Guild. 


engagements. Producer Oscar Serlin is planning still another troupe to 
be sent further into the sticks in November and will continue to book 


Levene; scenic director, Joseph R. Tolano 
technical director, Paul Du Pont; siarring | 
Donald Cook; $1.65 top 


Boston, Sept. 29. 













— «| Comedy-d in three acts, five scenes independent of the United Booking Office into available auditoriums 

GICV cccccscccecseses ranks Jownin o dyv-drama i f : CS, : . wy wn : ’ 

_- Sesphebdentee setteees++-Leopoid Badia | by St, John Ervine, presented by Copies ‘Suzanna and the Elders’—Jack school houses and other spots. ’ ‘ 

4 = Setepaatnmiaaneds tle ad +a-p om oon tdi peg Ry by Kirkland Maryland, indie operated in Baltimore by Leonard ‘Chum’ McLaughlin 

FOMAN «cs ceeeeeeseecers Theresa Catalano | ed by iram Sherman; sets d 3 na. : wt 4s | 

Miccoll.-.. srrrerestesrr UT). Tito Vuolo | Johannes Larsen; at Copley theatre, Bos- ‘Cabin the Sky’—Al Lewis, | has been able to attract a fairish share of attractions and push through 

Capt. Valenti-sceceeceererss Marcel Journet | ton, Sept. 28, ‘40; $1.65 top. Walter Kelly Vinton Freedley, Martin Beck. | with a series of profitable seasons. Last year it housed two dividend Pay- 
Owen... .ceccecccseee.-+-Donald Cook | Andy Haverson.....+++eereess alte el ’ a . , ‘hr. »® . ‘ , > ‘ 

Mes. Palma <senbiessows wees Margaret Waller Andrew Boyd ee ae Whitford Kane ‘Charley’s Aunt’ — Day Tuttle, ing weeks of Father,” preem of ‘The Male Animal’ and several George 

Joe Roberts.......++++e0++-Millard Mitchell | Agnes Boyd...sseeeeeeees Helen srenbeins Richard Skinner Abbott openings. Has also played Katherine Cornell and Helen Hayes and 

Barbara Carleton. ......+.0+:: Jane Sterling | Miss McClurg....ceeeeeeeseeees Grace Mills : ’ . ' : , , 

Mra, Conway O. Carleton. ........--.++ | Tee Mastett....ccccrcess William Post, Jr. ‘Return Engagement’ — Horace usually rounds out his calendar with opera, college shows and dance re. 

mem halon Wimone | te, Cretwerthy neces oo “or Schmidlapp, Shuberts, Jos. Gaites. citals. This, in spite of opposition from U.B.O. Fords, which sponsors 

TAL. ccc creer cccrecvesecss Ralph Simome | Mrs, Clotworthy.......+- _. Bernice Vert : ’ woe , : . arnt : wi : 

asia 3 iaem........... ..Esther Mitchel! Journey to Jerusalem’—Play- | annual American Theatre Society-Theatre Guild subscription season _ 

; Rev. Ernest Dunwoody.....Hiram Sherman wrights. among other bookings. 
The smart angle on this show is! winiam Henry Doak........ Truman Smith is 4d Helping’— Walter 
that it caters to the current craving | Carrie.. .eeeeEda Heinemann econ elping 


‘ ¥ roser. Brock Pemberton wrote a scathing article critical of President Roose. 
en eee Soe velt, which appeared in the N. Y. Journal-American last Wednesday (38), 
It was one of a series in that daily’s political contributions under the 
heading ‘Why I Will Vote for Willkie.’ Manager is the only showman who 
has figured in the series, most of the articles coming from politicians and 
men in public hfe. 

Manager later was surprised that his diatribe appeared in print, figuring 
it was so tough that the waste basket would get it. Pemberton is chair- 
man of the legit theatre committee for Willkie, but has done little in the 
campaign so far. He was similarly head of the showmen’s committee dur- 


for light fare cooked up out of seri- | Rev. Arthur Patterson.....++-- J. P. Wilson 
ous ingredients. It puts Mussolini on : og : eae 
the aan. razzes his Black Shirts and | To inaugurate a series of six pl 
kids his censorship without once en- | ter tryouts of new plays, W. Horace | 
tering the realm of propaganda or Schmidlapp and Joseph _M. Gaites, | 
social significance. ‘The Big Story’| managers of Copley Productions, | 
was built for laughs and, with a bit | have dished up a pleasant, charming 

of doctoring, should get them aplenty | English play by St. John Ervine. | 
by the time it hits Broadway. Opening nighters here liked the 


Opening night of tryout (30) first | piece, and it can be presumed that | THE GONDOLIERS 


act was a trifle slow. The action | Bostonians would go for this type | 











Play on Broadway 











A | Lyric Opera Co. revival of Gilbert & Sul- - va : we —— ’ : 
tended to bog down because of super-| of play. In fact, there might be a livan operetta in two acts, Presented vy | ing Alf Landon’s campaign. He was the latter's schoolmate and has been 
fluous dialog here and there, and goodly segment of New Yorkers who | Joseph S. Daltry, at 4th St. theatre. N. | steadfastly Republican in sentiment. 


° . A . : r Rake ’ oo ) sical d ‘e 
several good lines were lost in the | would take to it, but its commercial | he . = “ty 1 Mg ga mage a rel 
shuffle. Piece as a whole rings true, | possibilities seem limited. Although | Gyares Alan: settings, Samuel Leve; chore- 
however, and deserves a careful go-| it provides a restful evening light- 





’ Al Leffler of the Broadway ticket agency got into a peculiar mixup, 
| osraphy. Felicia Sorel, . - lthough ordinarily an unobstrusive fellow. While walking through th 
y i y —whic it | - i | ce of Plaza Toro......... Frank Kierman a 8 - g e 
jan , ee — which it} ease a pi genes a — | atidhsieneondlaepnenpppetet: Walter Titibets | Shubert alley he was braced by a stranger who asked where the Hote! 
- ‘ ue Ss Nat Makes slas trand Iuquizitor.....cceeseeesss "au pec y : , , 
The principal character is Matt | word-of-mouth boosting. a Pulmiert. SER te ie: Aiien Stewart | AStor employment office was located. Leffler thought he meant any 
Owen, who is harassed by three Certainly ‘Boyd’s Shop’ is shown | Giuseppe Palmieri.......+-- William Geery | unemployment office and answered there were plenty on Sixth avenue. 
problems as he tries to function as | off to good advantage. There is none POPE 4 A+ -- Stranger thought he was being guyed and uttered an insult with Leffler 
chief of the United News Bureau in| of the strawhat atmosphere about Ernest Eames | connecting with a right to the mouth. He was arrested on the man’s 
Rome. His wife is having a baby, his | this producing organization’s tryouts charges. 
boss’ wife and daughter are in his | —if this is the keynote of their sea- 


Gondoliers.......++++ 


| Robert Eckles 
Duchess of Plaza Toro....Catherine Judah 





hair about getting them out of Italy & 1 > ~ ly linlyaaa thewtetetiny Marjorie King Hearing was postponed, Leffler making counter charges. Complainant 
and he encounters censor trouble | so) By ay. pep My de sana b BARAGRED. wenesscnngee sss .--Miriam Bentley | offered to settle the case for $8, claiming that was a fee he paid a help 
with ‘the big story,’ from which the | geepit brief. h P 4 py eens een yenerset ‘Janet. Wel | Wanted office for a job lost through the incident. 
— a, espite ief rehearsals imposed| .. bases Dawes 
show receives its title. upon them by a shortage of hotel | Contadine.---rererreeeeres i” Carol Wolfe All the leeds in ‘Senerate B 3° which ts makin - f it at 
The hot yarn which occupies Matt's | rooms and other incidental chaos re- | Inez........eceeeceeceeseeee Anna Handslik e leads in ‘Separate Rooms,’ whic aking a run o at the 





attention concerns Madame Vanya, 
an adventuress who has made sev- | 
eral attempts on I] Duce’s life. He | 


Plymouth, N. Y., have signed run of the play contracts with Bobby Craw- 
ford, show's producer. That means that the Alan Dinehart-Glenda Farre!l- 
Lyle Talbot combination will remain intact until next June 1. Earlier in 


sulting from the American Legion ———— 
convention. Ballyhooed as the youngest G. & S. 
One of the most delightful se-| troupe ever to hit Broadway, the 


learns from an informer that she is) 
back in Italy and manages to slip the | 
story out of the country. Matt next 
turns his attention to Mrs. Conway | 
O. Carleton, dictatorial and flighty | 





spouse of the man who signs his pay |New York, to shift instantly from | 
To appease her vanity, he | Ome set 


checks. 
dresses up a bald-domed window 
cleaner to look like Mussolini. The 
likeness is so good that Mrs. Palma, | 
traveling companion of Mrs. Carle- | 


ton, pops a pistol out of her handbag | 


and reveals herself as the dangerous 
Madame Vanya. 


In the ensuing excitement Captain | whether the director steals his own 


Valenti, chief censor, puts in an ap- 
earance. He orders Matt deported 
or writing the Madame Vanya story. 

He also fails to recognize the true 
identity of Mrs. Palma and makes 

love to her. Bill Dudley, candid 
camera fiend and Matt’s stooge, 

snaps a picture, and the day is saved. 

Matt's triumph is empty, however, 

for his wife has meanwhile given 

birth to quintuplets, and his pal, Joe 


Roberts, has scooped the world with | 


the story. 


The role of the harassed foreign be 





| over the more flamboyant, sketchy 
| thinking and action of the younger | 


quences of the preem was Sherman's 


| impromptu remarks between scenes. 


Explaining that it would require a 
stage like that of the Center theatre, 


to another, the director 
talked chummily to the audience, 
faked his way through about five 
minutes until the next scene was set. 
Sherman, also playing the role of an 
ambitious and nicely nasty young 
minister, matches his talents with | 
Whitford Kane for top honors, and 


show might make interesting debate 
material. 

Backbone of Ervine’s play is a 
dramatic discussion of the superior- 
ity of old fashioned ways and ideas 





generation. For this reason, the 
whoie piece takes on a rather old- 


| fashioned tone, but it is never bor- 


ing, except in the very early mo- | 


ments as the plot begins to move | 


| are simple and 


Lyric Opera Co., opened an indefi- 
nite stay at the 44th St. theatre Mon- 
day night (30) after an extended tour 
over several seasons. Opening bill, 


‘The Gondoliers,’ continues through | 
| tonight (Wednesday), with ‘The Mi- 


kado’ replacing tomorrow night and 
continuing the balance of the week. 
Thereafter the whole repertory will 
be presented. ; 

Although domestic G. & S. is ob- 
viously mediocre, the Lyric troupe 
is pleasantly vivacious and free of 
staid tradition. Players are re- 
freshingly young and several have 
appealing voices. Musically, the 
production suffers from too much 
volume from the orchestra, plus 
the fact that the tempo is fre- 
quently much too fast for the lyrics 
to be understood. Even such vir- 
tuoso G. & S. exponents as the 
D’Oyly Carte singers would have 
trouble enunciating the lyrics clear- 
ly at such a pace. 


As to acting, some of the principals | 


relaxed, but most 


the engagement Miss Farrell was reported leaving the cast several times. 

Several bids for the picture rights have been made, one Coast company 
offering approximately $20,000, but Crawford is asking a larger sum. 
There is a possibility of a road company of ‘Rooms’ being formed late this 
fall. 





Hallie Flanagan, who was director of the Federal Theatre Project, has 
written an autobiographical volume reviewing the rise and fall of the 
WPA stage venture. Tagged ‘Arena’ it will be published at the end of 
| November by Duell, Sloan & Pearce. Mrs. Flanagan is said to treat par- 
| ticularly critically the reasons for the demise of the FTP, in addition to 
| defending it. She- also includes considerable personal stuff on her life 
| prior to the Federal Theatre. 





Thomas Job, who wrote Ina Claire’s ‘Barchester Towers,’ which Guthrie 
McClintic produced on Broadway few seasons ago, has just been ap- 
pointed associate professor of drama and playwriting at the Carnegie 
| Tech drama department. He takes over his new post at once. Job, a 
| former assistant professor in drama at Yale, {fs also the author of ‘Uncle 
| Harry’ and ‘Rue with a Difference,’ both of which were tried out on straw- 
hat circuit. 








| Showmen and players have been receiving voluminous letters from one 


Howard Fisher, who is living in Florida. He has some sort of script which 


, ; | are way overboard on mugging. En- ealls ‘Li F 60’ ims , 5 voition 
Entire cast work harmoniously to- | 2°@ 3 g | he calls ‘Life Begins at 60’ and he claims to have realized his ambit 


co ‘ rm | - > . 1a j rticue | ri i i 
of Deealt Gaok "Marea Walle on | gether, and the four principals, Kane, | sembles are well trained, particu. | to become an actor, having been given a part in a film made near Miami 


Mrs. Palma and Jane Sterling as| Sherman, Helen Trenholme and | ly Renda pi Baty oat there — Fisher was a New England business man who retired after passing his 
Barbara Carleton turn in good jobs, | William Post, Jr., make the play | surprisingly few lookers in the en- 50th birthday and he then announced he had a yen for the stage 
and the rest of the cast probably will | S¢¢m more engaging than it really is. | samble, even for a singing chorus. ———________—— . 
have the rough edges off their work | Kane, avoiding : 
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eet inet nemmamen 











shortly. 
Direction of Sam Levene shows he 
paid attention to teacher when acting 
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scene-stealing and 
| the tricks that might tempt a less 
| polished character player, consist- 
| ently builds up the role of the love- 
| able old Boyd. Sherman plays a 
| scheming minister with a nice flour- 
| ish that focuses all attention upon 
| him when he speaks. 
|holme, as the love interest, holds 
herself in check almost to the point 
| of under-playing, but she is pleasing 
| to the eye and ear throughout. Post 


| for his characterization of a bluster- 
| ing, zealous suitor and novice shop- 
| keeper. 

| Grace Mills turns out a commend- 
|able job as a snippy, pessimistic 
| biddy gossiper; Eda Heinemann 


| Esther Mitchell is good as the insur- 
gent gossiper who turns on the ty- 
rant Miss McClurg (Grace Mills). 
Larsen’s sets of a shop and living 
room are quite satisfactory. Fox. 


The Enchanted Well 


San Francisco, Sept. 30. 
Musical comedy by Luigi Sbrana, pre- 


Tivoli, San Francisco, Sept. 30, '40. 
top. 

Cast: Francesca Ludova, Thomas McCune, 
John Stanlake, James Boyd, Gretchen En- 
glecke, Douglas Cross, Charles Ayres, Letha 
Wayne, William Roberts, Lynn Imes, The- 
resa Mitcheson, Stanton Stringfellow, Dod- 
erick Curry, Evelyn Hough. 


$1.63 


‘Enchanted Well’ is notable chiefly 
for its music. Some good tunes are 
included among its 20 numbers, but 
story is weak. 

, Deals with standard romantic 
| problems, this time laid on Arizona 
| Indian reservation. Best work in 


| direction by Frederick Carroll is 
| okay. 

Music has possibilities, but other- 
| wise show is not likely to get be- 
| yond San Francisco. Novelty is in- 
clusion of ballet numbers, featuring 











Ludova, of New York Metropolitan. 


Wern. 


| strikes just about the right chord | 


| Scores in the role of the religious | 
|}and opinionated housekeeper; and | 


| cast is by Evelyn Hough. Musical | 


Allen Stewart and William Geery 
|are pleasing as the two principal 
| gondoliers. Miriam Bentley and 
Kathleen Killcoyne are also beguil- 


|ing as their sweethearts, the former | 
Frank | 
| Kierman is amusing as the Duke| 
Miss Tren- | 


| having a clear soprano. 


of Plaza Toro, despite a _ tend- 


ency to overdo the comedy, and Paul | 


| Reed is also effective as the Grand 
| Inquizitor, although he displays the 
} same failing. 

Walter Tibbets is a passable Luiz, 
the tardily-discovered king, while 
| Catherine Judah redeems the diffi- 
| cult part of the Duchess and Marjo- 
irie King reveals a melodious voice 
as Casilda. Costumes are brightly 
| colored and the settings are simple, 
yet decorative. As a whole, the show 
is not G. & S. at its best, but may 
find sufficient special audience to 
have a satisfactory run, particular- 
ily at the modest nut and low scale. 

Hobe. 





Equity Meeting 


| Continued from page 59 











Dulizell Gets Vote of Confidence 


Special session gave a vote of con- 
fidence to Paul Dulizell, Equity’s 
executive secretary, who had asked 
for such an expression at Tuesday’s 
(24) council session. Resolution had 
been tabled in favor of the lengthy 
| Thursday confab. )Dullzell asked 
for the council’s support following a 
recent statement by Lambertson 
blaming Dullzell for the refusal to 
print his charges in Equity’s maga- 
| zine. The secretary replied to the 
| imputation that he favored those ac- 
‘cused. He declared that his position 





‘called for him to represent all the | 


membership and not certain groups 
| or cliques. 


In the opinion 


of some Equity | 


leaders, there is no doubt that there 
are certain councillors who are in- 
tolerant and unfair. Believed, too, 
that there is a distinct racial feel- 
ing on the part of an element in 
the council, explaining the actions 
of some who previously were re- 
garded as ‘conservatives.’ Dulizell 
explained he did not want the vote 
of confidence personally, but for his 
office and the possible result that 
it might cause Lambertson to be less 
positive in his views regarding 
Equity. 

It appears that Lambertson has 
been fed with alleged information 
from Equityites through correspond- 
ence which will eventually come out 
when the Dies Committee makes its 
investigation. 
ing in the council is sharply divided 
on some points and persons. Lam- 
bertson inserted his charges in the 
| record early in July, then asked 
that they be printed in the Equity 
monthly. Dulizell replied, asking 
for satisfactory proof and still as- 


Copies of his letter were sent by 
the legislator to all members of the 
council. 

Critieizes Dullzell Letter 


On Aug. 22 councillor Clyde Fill- 
more wrote Lamvbertson criticizing 
Dullzell’s communication, terming it 
‘ungracious and ungrammatical,’ also 
alluding to it as causing ‘everlasting 
embarrassment of Equity.’ Fillmore 
| attracted attention in Equity affairs 
| last spring, when he was one of the 
| steering committee that placed the 
| independent ticket aiming to place 
| Tallulah Bankhead on the council 
| instead of the duly nominated Jaffe. 





| Miss Lenihan was also active in that 
| unsuccessful move. Miss Bankhead 
was not elected. 

Dullzell, in refuting Lambertson’s 


Known that the feel- | 


implication that he favored radicals, 
issued a statement which read in 
| part: 

| ‘I do not believe, that any mem- 
ber of the Council of the Actors 
Equity Association, or in the Equity 
membership, or in the theatre, who 
knows of my record over the years, 
will believe that I ani either a Com- 
| munist or a sympathizer with Com- 
| munism.’ 


‘Suzanna’ Will Open 
Princeton Tryout Season 


Princeton, Oct. 1 

Princeton’s tryout season sets 
underway Oct. 12, when Jack Kirk- 
| land brings to McCarter theatre his 
| production of the Lawrence Langer- 
|Armina Marshall comedy, ‘Suzanne 
| and the Elders.’ Included in the cast 
|are Morris Carnovsky, Haila Stod- 
| dard (Mrs, Kirkland), Lois Hall, 














sonted by Frederic Carroll, staged by Shan- George Heller, of the radio artists serts ‘there is not one positive bit | Tom Elwell and Royal Beal _ 
non eller, Ballet directed by Gee . : vf . i ; rj ir ay . 
Pring. Cast of 150, plus 17 in ballet. At | Union. |of evidence against those named.’ |ington Miner will direct. Play 


gins week's stand Oct. 14 at Nationa! 
theatre, Washington. 
Ruth Chatterton begins her tour 
of Shaw’s ‘Pygmalion’ at McCartet 
on Oct, 24, Auriol Lee directing. 





‘Dinner’ in Trenton 

Trenton, N. J., Oct. ! 
Trenton’s first legit show in se¥- 
eral seasons has been booked for te 
| Memorial building for Oct. 18, wae 
'Taylor Holmes in road company ° 
|‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ be- 
| gins a cross country tour here. Mat- 
|garet Barker and Dorothy Mathews 
|also appearing in cast. Second road 
company of comedy will tour to Se- 
lattle and back through the south. ” 
Other one-night bookings here a! 
being arranged by Trenton Civic ae 

Community Concert Association. 
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Broadway 


James Proctor press agent for Yid- 

dish Art Theatre. m 
er Santly adding another room 
to nis house at Atlantic Beach. 

Catherine Johnson back this week 
to join Chic and ‘Hellzapoppin. 

Jake Lubin made his first visit 
since June to his office at Loew’s 
early this week. . 

John Mason Brown, drama critic 
of the Post, being booked for lectures 
on ‘Broadway in Review.’ 

George (Lefty) Miller started cele- 
prating his 25th wedding anniversary 
last week. Still celebrating. 

Henry Hull’s .youngest son, Shel- 
ley, stage manager of ‘Second Help- 
ing,’ due at Hudson Oct. 10. 

George Roth, assistant to Harry 
Goetz, announced engagement last 
week to Vivan Scandron, non-pro. 

Harry Schumer tossed nner 

rty in honor of recently arrived 

andchildren at Cafe Loyale last 

iday (27). 

Andy Fleming, who silently backs 
independent theatre operation in the 
east, has developed a hobby of can- 
ning peaches. . 

Agent Bill Dozier due in New 
York from the Coast around Oct. 15 
for a look at the plays and other 
new material. 

Mrs. Rufus Le Maire and Mrs. 
Edith Simons will be the guests of 
Mrs. Buddy De Sylva for the 
‘Panama Hattie’ premiere. 

Carl Erbe merely p.a.ing the new 
Miami Beachcomber Spot in behalf 
of Monte Proser, and is not in for a 
piece thereof, as previously reported. 

Joe Bernhard, Warner’s general 
theatre operator, made a member of 
the advisory committee of the New 
Jersey Defense Council by Gov. 


Moore. 

Otto Bolle, 20th-Fox manager for 
South Africa, in U. S. for homeoffice 
huddles, has gone to Detroit for va- 
cation and visit to friends there. He 
counetey headquartered in Detroit. 

Joe Shea, of United Artists ex- 
ploitation department, and officials 
of Interstate Theatres, Texas, re- 
ceived gold cigaret lighters Monday 
(30) from Samuel Goldwyn for work 
on ‘Westerner’ opening. 

Bob Milford will be company 
manager of ‘Hi’ya Gentlemen,’ the 
Alex Aarons-Bob Ritchie musical 
that will have Max Baer in the cast. 

Harvey D. Gibson sent out formal 
thanks to press for the ‘success of 
the Fair,’ oarrying seal of the 
World’s Fair corporation. 

Cafe Society Uptown, new 57th 
street branch of the Greenwich Vil- 
lage nitery, which debuts next Tues- 
day (8), will have a ‘Columnist 
Room’ on the second floor exclu- 
sively for use of Fourth Estaters, 
equipped with typewriters, copy- 
paper, phones and a buzzer for a 

waiter. 

Officers of the Warner club for the 
coming year, chosen at annual meet- 
ing of the board of governors, in- 
clude Nat D. Fellman, president; 
Martin Bennett, Bernard Goodman, 
Harry Mayer, F. L. Gates, v.p.’s; 
Robert. Salomans, treasurer; Sam 
Wolowitz, assistant treasurer, and 
Stuart H. Aarons, secretary. 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


Arena Sunday vaude a heavy click. 

Burt Shevelove again directs Yale 
Dramatic Assn. 

New Haven Symphony Orch 
scheduled a full season of concerts. 

Bill Reisinger’s Bijou in for an- 
other siege of one-day (Saturday) 
vaude, 

Boyd Smith back at Yale drama 
school post after a summer at his 
Maine farm. 

Convention of New England Ma- 
gicians’ Clubs brought 250 hocus- 
pocusers here. 

Nate Rubin is flirting with a re- 
turn date at hosp due to lingering 
effects of injury. 

Shubert has preem of 
Helping’ set for Oct. 7-9 and ‘Pins 
and Needles’ comes in Oct. 10-12. 

Ruth Gordon, Thornton Wilder 
and Elsa Lanchester (Mrs. Charles 
Laughton) in for a look at ‘George 
Washington Slept Here.’ 

Channing Pollock is slated to at- 
tend performance of his ‘The Enemy,’ 
given by local Blackfriars’ 
Oct. 28-29, 

Walter Pritchard Eaton is gather- 
ing between covers a group of radio 
scripts written by his studes at Yale 
drama school. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Al Mercur looking for a downtown 
location for his suburban Nut House. 
Mother of Havey Boyle, sports edi- 
9 at Post-Gazette, died last week 


M-G exploiteer Charlie Baron’s 
_— won two ribbons in a local dog 


Singer Billy Leech and his missus 
wae to the flap of stork’s 


John Maganotti has joined Carlo 


Pugliese in t 
Rivlese he management of the 


Sam Hanauer, Beaver Falls exhib, 


injured in a f i i 
= enn 4 all while inspecting his 


Gray Carpenter, son of the Brad- 


dock exhib, with Civie theat i 
Portland, Me. tig 


The Johnny Joneses (he’s ye olde 
tyme dance impresario) celebrating 
37 years of marriage. 


lyn Dodgers over weekend. 


York few days ago to spend some 
time with his ailing mother. 


Yates’ band for a single spot at Ken- 
mar hotel in New Kensington. 

Jimmy Balmer flew down to New 
Orleans to help get ‘Icecapades’ 
started north again. It’s due here in 
November. 

Frances Burke, Miss America of 
1940, making personals at The Gar- 
dens this week in connection with 


Jerry Kurtz, Libby Holman’s ac- 
companist last season in ‘Burlesque,’ 
back home to finish Course at Car- 
negie Tech drama school. 

George King’s wife, Helen Honan, 
stage mimic, unable to accompany | 
band leader here. She’s in New 
York recuperating from an operation. 





B’way Upbeat 


the number of tickets for hits than is 
allotted them. 














Warners screened ‘Knute Rockne’ | 
for Jock Sutherland and his Brook- | Frank Capra vacationing in Ore- 
| gon, 


Oscar Levant flew in from New | Jack Benny motored in from Chi- 


Bassist Jack Kalish has quit Billy | xan 





Roller Derby. | 


Hollywood 


Gregg Toland laid up with flu. 
Joseph Schenck in from the east. 





cago. 


Donald Crisp back from an Alas- 
cruise. 


Ricardo Cortez taking time off for 
the World Series. 


Terry Howard east to open 20- 
week vaude tour. 


S. Sylvan Simon checked in after 
a Honolulu siesta. 


Hedy Lamarr granted a divorce 
from Gene Markey. 


J. J. Nolan back to work after a 
Connecticut vacation. 


John Barrymore filed suit for di- 
vorce from Elaine Barrie. 


Karl Esmond changed his screen 
name to Charles Esmond. 

John Cohn trained in from New 
York to ogle new product. 

Sam Hellman vacationing from his 
writing chore at 20th-Fox. 

Teet Carle shifted from the Metro 
publicity staff to Paramount. 

Arthur Horman to Montreal to 
script a Canadian production. 

Robert Montgomery laid up with 
flu while RKO shot around him. 





The incoming march of musicals is | 
proceeding on schedule, while 
straight plays lag, reasons ascribed | 
being either a lack of production | 
money or scarcity of scripts. If it is 
the former, there should be 
during the fall period, what with 
the nearness of a satisfactory agree- 
ment between Hollywood and Broad- 
way which will again find picture 
money financing legit production, 


Jolson’s $30,000 Advance 


That the surge of patronage to the 
theatres is no fluke is clearly indi- 
cated by the advance sales. Although 
‘Hold On to Your Hats’ (Al Jolson) 
has played only three weeks, the 
advance sale of tickets is well over 
$30,000. Biggest advance is for 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ the count being 
more than $50,000. It has earned 
back its production outlay of approx- 
imately $90,000. Among the straight 
plays, ‘Life With Father’ has an ad- 


ta. 
a spurt lat Metro: 


Jon Hall and Frances Langford go 
east in two weeks for a stage tour. 

Dave Werner limping on a 
sprained ankle, the result of a studio 


all, 
| Nat Pendleton heading east for 


appearances after seven years 


Sam Goldwyn back from New 
York where he took care of legal 
questions. 

Edward Small returned from a 
business and play-ogling trip to 
New York. 

Ann Pennington doing a dance se- 
quence in ‘The Bad Man From Rio’ 
at Universal. 

Mervyn Leroy back from Broad- 
way, where he ogled* stage plays as 
possible screen material. 

Charles Grapewin plans his first 
trip to Manhattan in 16 years when 
he finishes his current film job next 
week. 

Four oldtime names, Maurice Cos- 
tello, Wyndham Standing, Rosemary 
Theby and Ann Luther, are playing 
in ‘Tin Pan Alley’ at 20th-Fox. 


Gunnar Norberg, former New 





phenomenal for a show during its | 
second season, 
Seven $4.40 Musicals 

The number of musicals with a 
$4.40 top price is one of the season’s 
most interesting developments. There 
will be at least seven shows at that 
scale on the list. Currently the 
four-fortyers are ‘Boys and Girls 
Together’ (Ed Wynn), which opened 
at the Broadhurst yesterday (Tues- 
day), ‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ ‘Hats’ 
and ‘Purchase.’ Others similarly 
scaled due in are ‘Panama Hattie,’ 


men.’ Last spring Broadway could 
not support half that many high- 
scaled musicals, two (‘Higher and 
Higher’ and ‘Keep Off the Grass’) 
suspending. It was evident that the 
shows were not good enough, how- 
ever, for ‘Higher’ tried to resume, 
and folded quickly, while ‘Grass’ 
never commanded real business and 
disappeared completely. Despite 
those flivs, ‘Purchase’ came along 
and has been the top grosser since 
the start. 





‘Second | 


Guild | 








;upgrade also. Although few attrac- 
tions are touring, attendance is ex- 
cellent, and that indicates’ that 


;money being expended for defense is | 


flowing. It had been predicted that 
the vast spending for preparedness 
would benefit Broadway. 





Lockridges 


Continued from page 1 

















would be better if more melodra- 
matic and proceeded to take out the 
| light humor. 
out at Skowhegan during the sum- 
mer and as soon as Davis saw it on 
the boards he realized he had made 
a mistake. His desire now is to do 
it over with the comedy touches of 
the book. 

Harris, 


who has specialized in 


that he obtained th option, through 
the Brandt & Brandt agency. 


under stipulations in the minimum 
basic agreement between the Dra- 
matists Guild and the producers by 
which the author must give his ap- 
proval of any script changes and 
the casting. There’s a provision, 
however, that the producer can de- 
mand arbitration if he thinks the 
author is being unreasonable in with- 
holding his apprqval. When the ar- 
bitration takes place, Davis of course, 
will have an opportunity to state 
his side. Result of the arbitration 





the play. 


‘Your Pal Jdey’ and ‘Hiya Gentle- | 


Reports from the road are on the 


‘| Auditorium. 


However, it was fried | 


meller mysteries, also saw the show | 
at Skowhegan and it was after that | Co, president, in Chicago on product jy 


j i the fate of | with ‘I Told You a Lie’ and ‘Gophers | 
no doubt will determine bh“. oO ph j amples of humorous writings of all 


Spot offers occasional legit 
| productions, second-run domestic 
| pictures and foreign imports. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Stanley Schirmer appointed tech- 
|nical director of the St. Louis Little 
| theatre. 


| Virginia Haskins, localite, will sing against The Milwaukee Journal by | long illness. 





Literati 











King Features Denies 
| Report that the verdict recently 


won in N. Y. supreme court by Mrs. | 


| Mrytle Segar, widow of the creator 
|of the ‘Popeye’ comic strip, against 
|King Features syndicate would 


,;amount to $200,000 is denied by at- | 


torneys for the defendant, who as- 
sert that the figure to be decided by 
an accounting will probably total 
not more than $5,000. Fanny Holtz- 
mann, attorney for the plaintiff, esti- 
mates that the $200,000 amount may 
| prove as correct. 

| According to the Hearst 
'Features) attorneys, no injunction 
was granted by Supreme Court Jus- 
tice J. Sidney Bernstein, who denied 
Mrs. Segar’s contention that she 
|should be held the owner of the 
,copyright to the ‘Thimble Theatre’ 
film cartoon and entitled to all re- 
‘publication, picture, radio, toy, stage 
'and other subsidiary rights in the 
cartoon or its characters, 
'that under the contract made by 
| Segar and King Features, the for- 
mer’s right to be paid money termi- 
‘nated at his death, except as to a 
|part of income received after his 
/death on contracts made by the syn- 
‘dicate before that time on the final 
| contract. 





Havas’ Pay Wrangle 

Additional severance pay is being 
asked by the New York Newspaper 
Guild for three of 14 employes of 
the Manhattan office of the Havas 
(French) news service fired June 23. 
All of the American staffers were 
dismissed at that time, the agency 
carrying on since the capitulation of 
France to Hitler with several French 
employes. They have instructions 
|to continue as best they can until 
| the future of the outfit, which 
| ranked high among the major news 
| services of the world, can be de- 
| termined. 
| With release of sufficient French 
'funds in this country by President 
' Roosevelt a few weeks ago, all the 
| dismissed staffers were tendered the 





vance of $15,000, which is considered | YOrk and Chicago mag editor, has! severance pay called for in an oral 
| become publicity rep for the Carmel | agreement made 


in 1938 between 


Kuster. § operated by Edward G.-|yrovas and the Guild. Three of the 
uster. 


| employes, Harold Isaacs, Frank Dor- 
| sey and Willard R. Espy, claim they 
|served longer than Havas has of- 
| fered to pay them for. Coin has 

been put in escrow until the dispute 
is settled. 
| attorney for Havas and Joseph Good- 
| win for the Guild in the matter. 





Libel Suit Dismissed 


suit for $100,000 brought 


Libel 


(King | 


He ruled ; 


Gustave B. Garfield is | 


, countries from the times of Dickens 
| to the present. 

, Benchley is starred in the short 
, films, which Herman has scripted. 

| 
| Rumania’s Press Curbs 


The Rumanian government's anti- 
' Semitic drive has reached the press, 
with a new government orcer for- 
| bidding Rumanian Jews to work for 
foreign newspapers or press services, 
The edict affects three veteran Ru- 
manian newspapermen, one of whom 
|is Eugen Kovacs, correspondent for 
14 years of the New York Times and 
for 10 years Variety's correspondent 
in Bucharest. Order goes into effect 
immediately. 

The others whom the _ decree 
, throws out of jobs are Alex Coler, 
Associated Press correspondent in 
Bucharest for 20 years, and Liviu 
Artemie, International News Service 
rep. 








Innocence Defiled 


New and lurid -titles on old and 
very innocent stories was what lay 
behind Mayor LaGuardia’s wrath 
last week in ordering the arrest of 
Julius Stolz, head of Interborough 
News Co., N. Y., for distributing a 
mag called Man to Man. 

Material in the publication in- 
cluded stuff by Robert Benchley, 
James Thurber, Stanley Walker, 
Leonard Hall and other name writ- 
ers. All of it was five to 10 years 
old, having appeared originally in 
such standard mags as the New 
Yorker. Benchley’s story appeared 
also in a book. 

Man to Man, according to Bench- 
ley, switched titles on the pieces to 
indicate a lot more than actually 
wag in them. 





‘Sth Column Stories’ 


The attendant publicity accom- 
panying the fifth columnist move- 
ment has resulted in the publication 
of a new dime pulp mag by the Mune 
sey company out of New York. 

Called Fifth Column Stories, edi- 
ted by John E. Davis, it contains 
| such fiction in its first issue out this 
| week as ‘Wake Up America!’, sub- 
| titled ‘the serpent is ready to strike.’ 








LITERATI OBITS 


Gama Gilbert, 34, staff writer for 
|'the music department of the New 
| York Times and formerly engaged in 
similar work for the N. Y. Evening 
| Post and the Philadelphia Record, 
| died Sept. 24 in New York after a 
Burial was in Phila- 


role of Nanette in ‘Falstaff’ with Chi- | former Milwaukee Mayor Daniel W.| delphia. Widow and mother survive. 


cago Opera Co. 

The Drive-In theatre at DesPeres, 
'Mo., only one in this state, will con- 
tinue operation until Nov. 15. 

Phil’ Spitalny and his all-femme 


Hoan, Socialist, was dismissed by 
| Judge Otto H. Breidenbach in circuit 
|court. Trial of the case was held in 

June when a jury returned a $20,000 


'orch skedded for a week stand at| verdict against the newspaper, but manager 


| He had been a violinist with a con- 
| cert string quartet before going in 
' for music criticism. 

W. W. Holland, for years business 
and part owner of the 


| F&M’s Missouri starting Friday (11).| this was set aside by the court on | Spartanburg (S. C.) Herald and the 


| Lou Wolfson and Clem Ward back 
|to New York after producing ‘St. 
'Louis Cavalcade’ for local fire lad- 
dies. 

| Twelve spectators injured, four 
seriously, when two motorcycles rac- 
ing at the East Side Motor Speedway 
near East St. Louis, crashed through 
|a fence. 

Francis Kaimann, associated with 
his brother Clarence in the operation 
of a string of North St. Louis nabes, 
wed to Garnet Kasal. Honeymooning 


on the Coast. 
An inventory of the estate of the 
late Alex Papend, talker house 


owner, showed a valuation of $34,936 
when filed in Probate Court. The 
entire estate was bequeathed to his 
widow, Josephine, 

John Guthrie, Oklahoma rodeo 
promoter, and Don Abbot, 19, a cow- 
boy, injured during performances of 
| ‘St. Louis Cavalcade’ at Municipal 
i Guthrie suffered a 
| sprained knee when he fell beneath 

horse and Abbot was dragged by his 
horse. 





| Minneapolis 
| By Les Rees 


Laurel and Hardy and their revue 
into the Orpheum Friday (4). 

John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amus. 
deal. 

Elynor Faley defeated A. Selby 


Davis can hold up Harris’ plans Carr for Paramount exchange tennis | 


championship. | eo) 
Morning Tribune has eliminated 


| film and stage show reviews, except- accused of being a bogus Indian | 


| ing legit stage attractions, 
| ‘Nickey’ Goldhammer, RKO dis- 
itrict manager, closed 100% product 
deal with Central States 


| Gang to toss party Oct. 25 for Ben 
| Ashe, former Berger circuit general 
|manager and indie leader who's 
| moving to Everett, Wash. 
Bob LaPiner, Minnesota Amus. 
o, executive, after laying off song- | 
writing for 22 years, has come back | 


On Parade.’ 


(Blank) | 
circuit in Iowa. 


'the ground that the jury’s answers 
|to questions were not sustained by 
the evidence. 

Hoan based his suit on a Journal 


interview with Mayor F. A. Leighton | 


of Sheboygan Falls, Wis., Hoan con- 
tending that Leighton was quoted as 
holding him (Hoan) ‘to blame’ for a 
series of bombings here in 1935. 

} 





Dick Spong’s Post-Grad 
| Dick Spong, who banged out a 
1,500-odd word column in the Eve- 
ning News, Harrisburg, Pa., and was 
the local VARIETY mugg, has given 
up the plush of local theatre seats 
as well as his reporter’s trick on the 
News for a desk at Columbia Uni- 
versity. Only man in history of 
News’ squeamish copy desk to sneak 
| word ‘yclept’ into type, Spong will 
take to the books in the hope of 
emerging next year with an MS. in 
journalism. 

Heir to Spong’s theatre column 
and VARIETY mugging is Robert Wis- 
trand, also on the News staff. 


Dismiss Libel Suit vs N.Y. News 


New York Supreme Court Justice 
Lloyd Church last week dismissed a 
$100,000 action against the News Syn- 
dicate Co., Inc., publisher of the 
Y. Daily News, by Robert Red- 
wing, Indian film producer. Action 
sought damages for alleged libel. 
| Redwing charged that in the Oct. 


a 


7, 1939 issue of the News he was 


|chief. Action was dismissed for 
failure to prosecute. 





Antholegy of ‘Fun’ 
Robert Benchley and Justin Her- 
man, who are associated in the series 


of short comedies Paramount is cur-'| 


rently making, are among the au- 
thors represented in a new anthology 
of humor, called ‘All in Fun,’ pub- 
lished by Macbride. It includes ex- 


| Spartanburg Journal, died Sept. 25 
|at his home in Spartanburg of gas 
| asphyxiation. 

James Douglas, 73, former editor 
of the London Sunday Express and 
The London Star, died Sept. 26 at 
his home in Devon, England. A vic- 
tim of bronchial trouble, his widow 
| survives. They recently celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary. 


Thomas J. @assidy, 39, for 12 years 
|a reporter for the N. Y. Daily News, 
died Sept. 28 at his home in New 
York. A native of Boston, he started 
as a reporter with the Boston Ameri- 
‘ean, later worked for trade papers 
and was once managing editor of the 
Newark (N. J.) Ledger. He was v.p. 
|of the New York unit of the Ameri- 
|can Newspaper Guild at the time of 
his death. Widow and mother sur- 
vive. 
Mrs. Stanley A. Halla, 27, society 
‘editor of the Montclair (N.J.) Times, 
was fatally injured Sept. 29 when 
the automobile in which she was rid- 
|ing struck a tree in Caldwell, N. J. 
| Courtney Ryley Cooper, 53, author, 
| magazine contributor and one time 
circus agent, committeed suicide 
Sept. 29 by hanging in a New York 
hotel room. Mrs. Cooper ascribed 
| his act to failure of the FBI to con- 
| sider his recent findings on Mexican 
| fifth column activities. 
| John Paul Lueas, Sr., former editor 
|of the Winston-Salem (N.C.) Journal 
and Charlotte (N.C.) Evening Chrone 
icle, died Sept. 28 after illness of 
several months. 





} CHATTER 


Ed Olmstead sold his story, ‘No 
Jingo,’ to Collier’s. 

Hugh Wiley, the author, remarried 
his wife in Carson City, Nev., Sept 
28 eight days after she divorced him. 

Van Wyck Mason moosehunting in 
Canada. Returns to his Maryland 





(Continued on page 63) 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 2, 1949 





OBITUARIES 


MARGUERITE CLARK 

Marguerite Clark, 53, former star 
of the stage and silent screen, died 
of pneumonia at the LeRoy Sana- 
torium in New York, Sept. 25, fol- 
lowing a five-day illness caused by | 
a cerebral hemorrhage. She halted 
her career shortly after marrying 
Harry Paimerston Williams, wealthy 
Louisiana lumberman and aviation 
enthusiast, in 1918. 

Miss Clark, who created the orig- 
inal ‘Snow White’ role on the stage 
and screen, was credited by Walt 
Disney with having furnished the in- 
spiration for his famous cartoon fea- 
ture. Small in stature and weighing 
less than 100 pounds, she specialized 
in elfin, fairy-like roles. 


She was born in Avondale, a 
suburb of Cincinnati, and after at- 


new Orpheum theatre. 


then went to Chicago, 
ago he retired. 

Oldtimers still tell of his physical 
prowess and courage. Familiar story 
is how he tamed a lion and later 
how he quieted a panicky crowd at 
the old Grand Opera House here in 
the '90’s when a ceiling beam broke. 

Survivors are two daughters, three 
sisters, two brothers. 








HORACE J. HAINE 


Horace J. Haine, 72, former grand 
opera tenor who later acted and pro- 


Sept. 26 in a N. Y. hospital, where 


the Boyd to become treasurer of the | 
He later be- | 
came manager and when the new 
Orpheum was opened in 1928, he 
returned to manage for two months, 
Five years 


duced for the stage and screen, died | ‘ ra 
|}used in cartoon animation, died in 


downtown Omaha. He worked shows 
in the almost-forgotten Academy, 
Grand and Fifteenth Street theatres, 
Omaha. 

| Survivors are three daughters and 
three sons. 





FRANCIS J. McNEARY 

Francis J. McNeary, 81, who with 
his brother, John, operated Uhrig's 
/Cave, light opera summer garden in 


St. Louis, died of infirmities recently. | 


Death releases owners of the site 
‘in which the famous Cave was lo- 
cated from an agreement made at 
ithe time of sale in 1930, by which 
| McNearly and his wife, jointly, were 
to receive $500 monthly as long as 
either lived. 

Mrs. McNeary, the former Ger- 
trude Lodge, contralto, was killed in 
an auto accident in 1937. 





EARL HURD 


Earl Hurd, 60, pioneer animator 
and inventor of the first camera 








i‘Johnson Rag,’ 


—— 





House 
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the audience vague; there were prob- 
‘ably very few who remembered her 
| two flicker showings. 

| Band is typical of the dance stand 
variety, with little to stylize arrange- 
'ments that would set it apart from 
Opens with 
and during the show 
has spots to show off on ‘Man oes 
o 
‘God Bless America,’ 


other musica] units. 


Around,’ etc. with imitations 
other bands, ‘ 
and ‘One O'Clock Jump’ for finish. 
Band looks and sounds best on nov- 
elty numbers. 

Don Cummings gets a 
chuckles with his gags and_ stories 
while he toys with a rope. Has nice 
personality and sells well. He finally 
does a couple of elementary rope 
tricks to prove he didn’t come out to 
tie down the microphone. 

Three Toppers do some muscle 


lot of | 


Reviews 


from page 57 





~~ odd ends picked up all along the 
ine. 

Band is overlooking a Possibility 
in using too many ‘old favorites’ 
Such tunes as ‘Chinatown,’ ‘Twelfth 
Street Rag’ and ‘Dark Town Strut. 
ters Bail’ are always reliable but 
have a tendency to date the bang 
in the eyes of the patrons. Roades 
takes a hand at composing now and 
then and the few novelty tunes 
worked into the show point it up 
somewhat. 

Lester Harding, regular Tower 
m.c., and the house line, along with 
am winner Jerry Dunn, round out 
the show. Harding rings out a neat 
medley of ‘Sympathy,’ ‘Gianina Mia’ 
and ‘Donkey Serenade’ midway and 
the line has a modernistic number 
near opening and a novelty in which 
they draw on blackboards near clos. 
ing. Dunn uses a midget radio as a 
means of getting off his impersona- 


he had been a patient for three | Burbank, Cal., Saturday <38). .| work on top of a vertical pole. Bar- 
weeks. He produced the “Bobby Bumps |ton and Stone tap their way through 

Born in Detroit, he was a graduate | film cartoon 25 years ago and de-/. youtine called ‘Cavalcade of the 
of the University of Brussels, Bel-| vised the Bray-Hurd process for ani-| Dance,’ during which they demon- 


tending a convent and gaining some 
experience in amateur dramatics, 
Miss Clark made her pro stage debut 
in 1899 with a stock opera company | 


tions of figures of the day. 

The Roades organization open 
with ‘Indiana’ in jive style a 
quickly turns to Kenny Switzer for 


gium. After singing with the Metro- 
politan Opera in the early ‘90s, 
joined the Casino Theatre Co., where 
for seven years he served as actor, 
stage manager and producer of comic 
opera at the old Casino on Broad- 
way. Subsequently, he became stage 
manager for the Shuberts and at 
one time appeared in musical com- 
edy with Agnes Booth, Lillian Rus- 
sell and Marie Dressler. 

In the early days of motion pic- 
tures Haine migrated to Ft. Lee, N. 
J., where the majority of the pioneer 
companies maintained studios. Films 
in which he appeared featured such 
stars as Fatty Arbuckle, Kitty Gor- 
don and Eugene O’Brien. Haine was 
also concerned in the production of 
Douglas Fairbanks’ ‘Black Pirate.’ 

Widow, Maude LeRoy Haine, 
former actress, survives. 


in Baltimore. She starred with De | 
Wolf Hopper in ‘Polly,’ ‘Mr. Pick- 
wick’ and ‘Wang.’ Signed by Win- 
throp Ames, she appeared under his 
aegis in ‘Snow White,’ ‘Prunella’ and 
‘Anatol’ with John Barrymore. Miss 
Clark also scored successes in Shu- 
bert musicals and several William A. 
Brady productions. 

Starting her film career with 
Adolph Zukor’s Famous Players Co. 
in 1915, she became a big boxoffice 
attraction scarcely two years later. 
Among her many films were ‘The 
Goose Girl’ ‘The Seven Sisters,’ Mary 
Roberts Rinehart’s ‘Bab’ stories, 
‘Morals of Marcus,’ ‘The Crucible,’ 
‘Two Men and a Girl’ and dozens of 
others, Later, starring for Para- 
mount, she was seen opposite such 
leading men as Conway Tearle, Rich- 
ard Barthelmess and Thomas Meig- 
han. 

Her husband was killed in an air- 
plane accident in 1936 and she had 
lived for the past three years in 
New York with Cora Clark, her 
sister and only close surviving rela- 
tive. Funeral services, attended by 
more than 200 persons, were held 
last Saturday (28) in New York. 
Lucy Monroe, featured in ‘American 
Jubilee’ at the N. Y. World’s Fair, 
and Mary Lane, former musical com- 
ery star, sang hymns. Those attend- 
ing included Hugh S. Wilson, ambas- 
sador to Germany, a cousin; Richard 
Barthelmess, George Jean Nathan, 
Bessie Wynn and Camilla Dalberg, 
both the latter having appeared with 
Miss Clark on the stage. 

Contributing floral pieces were 
Adolph Zukor, Mary Pickford, Mary 


a 





BETTY HILDEBRANDT 


Betty Hildebrandt, 32, executive 
| secretary to Hal Horne, v.p. and 
| eastern representative of Walt Dis- 
|ney, died Sunday (29) in New York. 
| She had been out of the office for 





eration, death resulting from compli- 
cations which followed. 

Employed by Disney for the past 
five years, Miss Hildebrandt was fa- 
miliarly known in the trade as 
‘Butch.’ She had returned only about 
four weeks ago from her first visit 
| to the Coast, where she spent her 
| vacation, 

Disney’s New York office will be 
closed this morning (Wednesday) for 
the funeral services. 





about a week for an appendicitis op- | 


Body will be | 


| mated cartooning, 


he Studios. For past six years he'd been} which have bee 
with whom he| the years. 


with Walt Disney, 
started drawing on Kansas City 
newspapers, Leaves widow and son. 


| 





Cc. W. CRACRAFT 


C. W. Cracraft, 60, Covington, Ky., 
publicity and advertising man for 
Marks Shows, carney, died Friday 
(27) in an accident 25 miles east of 
Lynchburg. 

Widow is in Lynchburg General 

(Continued on page 63) 





MARRIAGES 


Sandra Jolley to Forrest Tucker, 
Yuma, Ariz. Sept. 26. Bride is 
chorine; he’s a film actor. 

Patricia Leistikow to Al Scalpone, 
Sept. 14 in Los Angeles. He writes 
the commercials for Young & Rubi- 
cam Coast radio shows. 


now in use in all} strate various styl 








Binnie Barnes to Mike Franko- 
| vitch, in Hollywood, Sept. 28. Bride 
_is screen player; he’s a sports radio 
| announcer, 

Ted Hodges, announcer at WNLC, 
\New London, Conn., to Dorothy | 
| Prescott of Savannah, Ga., Sept. 26 | 
/in New London, 

Winifred Bergen, ex-Powers model, | 
to Murray Lewis, June 23 ,in Brook- | 
lyn, N. Y. He's a socialite cafe pro- | 
tographer, 
| Mrs, Betty Kerr Owen to Matthew | 
|N. Goodman, Youngstown, O., Sept. | 
25. Goodman is Brooklyn and New | 
York theatre realty owner. 


Elsie McDonald to Jack Parsons, 





'add up to a fair stage bill. 
| ams are not generally rated hefty 
|draws in this town, 
sights } 
itraveling around with the ‘graduate 
| title for some time, but current line- 


ers and impersonators. 


es of tap dancing 
n popular through 


Show lacks a sock which could 
have been injected by stepping up 
the tempo and the presentation of 
new song novelties by featured per- 


ers. ’ 
ate fair at third show Friday (27). 
Kiley. 





KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 26. 

Winters Sisters (3), Bob Easton 
and Ondee Odette with Doris Keyes, 
Major Bowes’ Graduate Unit: Four 
Harmonica Esquires, Stuart Sisters 
(2), Jack Murray, Lynn Lawrence, 
Harry Robinson, Jean Clark, Stubby 
Kaye, O’Brien and Goldberg, Rigo- 
letto Trio; Larry Flint House Orch; 
‘Ride Tenderfoot Ride’ (Rep) and 
‘Missing People’ (Mono). 








Two RKO acts and a Bowes unit 
Bowes’ 


so they’re rare 


here. This unit has been 


>» has some new faces. 

Setup is typical, with singers, hoof- 
O’Brien and 
Goldberg are showstoppers, building 
up to a big reception for their radio 
ribs and a hoofing challenge finish 
that makes for a demand for more. 


ul 


| Rigoletto Trio, smooth colored sing- 


ers, are outstanding, though wasting 
their time and voices on a para- 
phrase of Rigoletto Quartet for an 
intro. A pleasing, jazzy interpreta- 
tion of a spiritual, ‘Fare You Well,’ 
is better. Boys are tops in harmony 


|and stage presence, but at least one 


swing tune would enhance their rou- 





Boland, John Drew, Eddie Ricken- | cremated. in Moose Jaw, Sask., Sept. 23. He 
backer, Ivy Troutman and Melvin . | was formerly assistant manager of 
Ott, of the New York Giants, who ALVIN D. MORTON | the Capitol theatre, 


was brought to the big leagues by 
Miss Clarke’s late husband. Follow- 
ing the services, the body was re- 
moved to the Ferncliff Crematory, 
Ardsley, N. Y. The ashes will be 
later placed in the family mauso- 
leum in New Orleans, next to those 
of her husband, 


- ——-- 


SERGE DE TUCICH 

Serge De Tucich, 67, Croatian 
author, 
World War American correspondent 
for Yugoslavish newspapers, 
Sept. 25 after a long illness at his 
home in Sunnyside, L. I. 

De Tucich’s ability as a dramatist 
first evidenced itself in 1896 when 
his play, ‘Truly Dom,’ was highly 
praised by critics and audiences 
throughout the Balkans. Translated 
into other Slavic languages, it was 
widely produced and no doubt its 
prestige was largely responsible for 
De Tucich’s appointment as first 
director of the Bulgarian National 


Theatre by King Ferdinand in 1904. | 


Another play, ‘The Liberators,’ was 
produced by George Bernard Shaw 
and H. Witkham Steed in London 
during the World War. De Hucich 
passed most of the war in the British 
capital, where he wrote a history of 





| home in New York. 


| pared for 





playwright and since the | 


|The Chocolate Soldier’ and ‘Fluffy | 
died | 


Regina, Sask., 
Alvin D. Morton, 61, former theat-| but now with Royal Canadian Air 
rical manager and director, who left | Force. 

the stage in 1915 to enter the real| Edith Head, film fashion designer, 
estate business, died Sept. 24 at his|to Virad Ihmen, 20th-Fox art de- 
signer, Sept. 8, in Las Vegas. 


Born in 





Windham, Me., he pre- |. 
career in medicine. but | 
after graduating succumbed to the 


BIRTHS 
lure of the theatre. An associate of | 


Daniel Frohman and the Shuberts. | Mr. and Mrs. Dalton Trumbo, son, 


ge . .’|in Hollywood, , , $ 
he aided in staging and managing | ..reen alerts Bolt alae is 


such productions as “The Kiss Waltz,’ | Mr. and Mrs. Owen Vinson, daugh 


- 


a 


: ter, in Chicago, Sept. 21. Father is 
Ruffles. | radi d . h i 
He leaves his widow, Mrs. Mabel | tiie, PTOCUCer®+ mother is radio 


Morton; a daughter, Mrs. Edward 


Rodriguez, and a son, Franklin. Mr. and Mrs. Phil Hanna, daugh- 





WALTER GALE 





| character performer who originated | Father 
| the tramp role in ‘The Old Home-! player. 
| stead’ with Denman Thompson. died 
| Sept. 25 in the Kings County hospi- 
tal, Brooklyn, 


| lived in America since 15. A charac-| Father is a still cameraman 
| ter actor most of his life, he had ap-| ners. 
peared in vaudeville and held parts 


; Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Weismuller, 
retired tramp! son, in San Francisco, Aug. 23. 
is the swimmer and film 


Walter Gale, 85, 


Mr. and Mrs. Rex Lease, son, in 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. Father is cow- 
N. Y. He suffered a) boy film actor. 


stroke two days before his death. Mr. and Mrs. Mickey 


Marigold, 
Though born in England, Gale had | daughter, in Glendale, Cal., t 


at War- 


Mr. and Mrs. Glan Heisch, daugh- 
in many Klaw & Erlanger produc- | 
tions. His widow, Annie, survives. 


program director at 





Sept. 21. | 


ter, Sept. 24, in Holiywood. Father is 
KFI-KECA, 


tine, 

Jack Murray, offering okay im- 
personations, vocally, of name bands, 
|got a strong hand. Heidt, Tommy 
| Dorsey and Lembardo among the 
best. Jean Clark, bird mimic, got 
| light attention here when she dupli- 
cated bird calls, but saved her rou- 
tine with comic interpolations of 
traffic cop whistle 
| Various cities, ; 
| Stubby Kaye m.c.s, wisely cutting 
|his gags to a minimum; then in his 
|own spot, does well in a vocal ar- 
rangement of Hollywood impersona- 


|tions. Harry Robinson, introed as a 
| 76-year-old former railroad man, 
adds interest with buck dancing. 


Stuart Sisters, on rollerskates, click 
|in a short number climaxed by a 
| neck - to - neck 


whirl; Harmonica 


ter, in San Francisco, Aug. 18. Father | Esquires blend okay in pops and 
is member of NBC’s Three Cheers. 


\‘Flight of Bumble Bee’ and Lynn 
| Lawrence swings vocally on a Bon- 
|nie Baker medley and ‘I’m an Ameri- 
; can.” 

| Winter Sisters, opening, start 
things off with an acrobatic flash. 
Well-routined and _ snappily  cos- 
|}tumed, they finish off with a one- 
| and-a-half double twist off the floor 
by one of the gals. 

Sex in a baby carriage is the open- 
|ing theme of Bob Easton, deuce, and 
|his midget partner, Ondee Odette. 

Midget dressed as a boy baby wise- 
|}eracks to Doris Keyes as straight 
woman. Miss Odette comes on later 
|for a vocal about ‘I Can Do Any- 


imitations from | 


the Balkans and also served as pro- 
fessor of Slavonic Languages at 
King’s College, London. 

Numbered among his other plays 
were ‘Golgotha’ and ‘The Precipice.’ 
A. nephew, Drago Jovanovich, with 


SAM WALSH 
Sam Walsh, 40, former piano ac 


latterly for Sheila Barret, died sud 








companist for Beatrice Lillie and 


denly of heart trouble in the Hotel | 


Los Angeles. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Livesay, daugh- 
ter, Sept. 24, in Tuscola, Ill. Father 
is on sales staff of WDZ, Tuscola. 

Mr. and Mrs. Garold Morey, son, 
Sept. 21 in New London, Conn. 





whom he lived, survives. Devon, N. Y., last Friday (27). A|Father’s manager of WNLC. 
veteran in the business, he arranged Mr. and Mrs. Frank Stewart, 
WILLIAM F. BYRNE all the mimic’s material. This now | daughter, in San Antonio, Sept. 19. 


William F. ‘Billy’ Byrne, 71, vet- 
eran Omaha theatre man, who be-| SP0t, due to her opening Friday (4 
gan asa call boy in the early "80's ‘at the Club Versailles, N. Y. 
and later became one of the best | His mother survives. She was no 


| leaves Miss Barrett in an emergency 


| Father is announcer at KTSA, San 
Antonio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Metzgar, son, 
in Hollywood, Sept. 29. Grandfather 


) 


thing a Tall Girl Can.’ Fox. 


TOWER, K. C. 








Kansas City, Sept. 28. 
Dusty Roades Orch with Helen 
Nash, Kenny Switzer, Johnny Cas- 
sella, Emory Hammer; Lester Hard- 
ing, Jerry Dunn, House Line; ‘Tear 
Gas Squad’ (WB). 





Dusty Roades is not of the ilk of 
the bigger names, but he has a band 


a specialty trumpet piece on ‘Blue- 
berry Hill,’ following which he vocals 
a chorus and encores with ‘Sierra 
Sue.’ The leader has his crew lined 
up as a vocal chorus for a novelty 
bit on “Twelfth Street Rag’ and also 
later on ‘Dark Town.’ In the way 
of specialties, Johnny  Cassella 
drummer, obliges with some neat 
harmonica work on Roades’ own 
piece, ‘Johnny, Harmonica King’ 
The featured quartet composed of 
Miss Nash and three band men also 
work in a Roades’ number, ‘Bessy 
Brown,’ besides a rhythmic ar- 
rangement of ‘Chinatown.’ In her 
own right Miss Nash‘ solos on ‘I 
Don’t Want to Cry Anymore,’ which 
is definitely not her type, and on 
‘Nobody's Baby,’ ‘That's For Me’ and 
‘Don't Blame Me,’ all of which she 
gets across. Leader takes an inning 
on ‘Old Fashioned Love’ and leads 
‘Turkish Towel,’ his own novelty 
tune. All of this music classifies 
more or less as the sweet and low 
type better suited to the hotels and 
| clubs and needs perking a bit for the 
stage. Quin. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Politics, preparedness and the an- 
nual American Legion convention 
crowd out actual war pictures this 
week. However, two clips, one with 
a war background, are among the 
top interest-getters, One is Para- 
mount’s ‘exclusive’ of Fred ‘Iron 
Lung’ Snite being shown his baby 
for the first time. It’s solid human 
interest matter. Other is Pathe’s 
library treatment of torpedoing of 
British boat bearing refugee chil- 
| dren, which the editors have tabbed 
murder on the high seas. It is an 
outspoken newsreel editorial. 

Par and Pathe nandle the Legion 
; convention in Boston, former show- 
| ing street scenes as well as J. Edgar 
lHoover’s talk to assembled dele- 
| dates. Excellent photographic work 
|by both reels. Poll in the lobby 
|showed Roosevelt leading Willkie, 
| but audiences Thursday night were 
distinctly lukewarm. 

Partisan followers of the two 
nominees may object to the amount 
| of footage on Willkie, but, seemingly, 
| there was nothing the Embassy edi- 
| tors could do about it. G.O.P. sim- 
| ply was visiting too many spots in 
| the week’s coverage while Roosevelt 
made but one talk. Willkie’s recep- 
| tion was impressive in all spots cov- 
ered by Par, which also has the 
Roosevelt speech accepting a U. of 
Penn degree. Reel handles the Re- 
publican candidate’s trip in Texas 
and California, the cheering crowds 
in Los Angeles (narrator says the 
Democrats discounted this by saying 
'that crowds in September don't 
|mean votes in November) and the 
| huge turnout in San Francisco. 
| On the U. S. preparedness front, 
| Fox takes in the army’s fastest plane, 
News of Day shows’ volunteers 
swamping army recruiting posts, 
Universal has the N. Y. Coast Guard 
regiment leaving for camp and the 
Colt plant turning out machine guns. 
Last reel also depicts model planes 
being tested. U. S. Army officer 
gives his observations of Nazi bomb- 
ing operations in England (Pathe) 
indicating that he thought the Brit- 
ish could hold their own. Fox cov- 
ers the gratitude speech by a Brit- 
ish admiral for the destroyers _ob- 
tained from U. S. for bases. re- 
paredness parade in Mexico, with 
closeups of rioting groups, is given 
neat treatment by Par. 

Paramount covers two football 
games, showing the Boston College 
victory over Centre and then the 
pro contest between the Washington 
Redskins and N. Y. Giants. ' 

Fox offers pictures of England's 
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known house managers for the Or- 
pheum circuit, died Sept. 23 of a 
heart attack in a hospital in his 
homé town of Omaha. 

As a boy Byrne worked in all of 


| tified at her home in Bridgeton, Me. 





duction head. 
JOHN H. WITHNELL 
John H. Withnell, 75, charter mem- 


ber of the International Alliance of | Father is on RKO production staff. 


is Joe Nadel, National Pictures pro- 


Mr. and Mrs. Clem Beauchamp, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 


which has something of a following 
in this town. He’s in here after a 
summer jaunt at the Broadmoor, 
Colorado Springs, where the band 
was aired via CBS. Style of the 
band is grooved for the hotel and 


king and queen inspecting the effects 
of bombing on Buckingham Palace. 
residential district. News of Day 
presents methodical coverage of the 
Marc de Tristan kidnap case, with 4 


att Salis 


talk by child’s mother featured. 
Two shorts fill out the hour's run- 
ning time, ‘Stranger Than Fiction 
and ‘Parlor Buckaroos’ (Goins 
Places series), both w—«_2Q 


the old legitimate houses around 
Omaha and knew many stage not- 
ables personally. Quit the legiti- 
mate ir. 1898 when he resigned at 


sisaiete Ss i 


dancery trade and has a few rough 
spots as a stage presentation. While 
the music is quite listenable the pace 
of the show is lagging, and the 51 
Jminutes could better 45..with a 


Theatrical Stage Employees, died in| Mr. and Mrs. William P. Buckner, 
Omaha recently. Jr., son in New York, Sept. 29. 
His family once owned the site | Mother is Adelaide Moffett, socialite 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Net Columbia Records 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

i VARIETY: 

7 oe issue dated Sept. 25, VARIETY 
carries a story headed ‘Opera Cranks 
Pick Flaws in Dises.” An excerpt 
from that story reads: ‘When the sets 
were announced it was declared that 
they had been recorded in May and 
June by Victor and Columbia. 

That statement is most untrue. 
Columbia has absolutely no connec- 
tion with the ‘National Committee 
for Music Appreciation.” Columbia 
did not make the recordings, Co- 
lumbia studios were not used to 
make the recordings, nor did Colum- 
bia press the records. 

The story later says ‘criticism has 
peen directed at the ‘surface’ of the 
recordings—which becomes tinny 
and metallic when played several 
times.’ Naturally, with the ex- 
tremely high standard of quaiity 
which we are now enjoying on our 
recordings —Columbia Masterworks 
—we hardly relish being tied in er- 
roneously with such a statement. 


I fee] sure that VARIETY will want | 


to correct the error aS soon as pos- 
sible. 
Patrick Dolan. 
(Director of Sales Promotion). 


Carroll and Miss Crothers 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In your issue today (Sept. 25) ap- 
pears an article concerning Paul 
Vincent Carroll’s play, ‘The Old 
Foolishness,’ which is quite at vari- 
ance with facts. ° 


represent, I negotiated the contract 
for its production with John Golden, 
Miss Rachel Crothers to direct it. 
Mr, Carroll is in Glasgow and can- 
not come over to attend the pro- 
duction. Miss Crothers had some 
suggestions for changes, which we 
sent to Mr. Carroll and which he 
completely approved, Miss Crothers’ 
participation is in no sense whatso- 


|students and teachers (from other 
‘schools and colleges I later found 
out) who were interested in the the- 
atre as a culture, profession, or sim- 
‘ply as entertainment. 

| The speakers ran the gamut of 
/subjects, from finding a producer 
| who has a play to cast to producing 
‘itself, later answering questions 
|posed by the audience. Unusual in 
,quality, the program drifted away 
from advice talks to brief pictures 
of what the professional theatre was 
,about, what made it up, who ran it, 
| what the ‘rackets’ were; it had 
, punch without glamour. 

Wadleigh gave a second sympo- 
sium but no signs of a third are in 
;evidence yet. In building up the 
‘theatre as a living art and expres- 
|sion it’s important to get to us, the 
|/youth, who will eventually try to 
reshape the structure, get to us when 
we'll listen eager to put a foot in 
‘the right step. If the schools lie 
‘down on the job, does the theatre 
have to blunder, too? 

Valerie Leigh Hunt. 


Yeah, Man 


Chicago. 
| Editor, VaArRiery: 

I may be nuts, but while looking 
over the Chicago Tribune amusement 
'page this morning I was impressed 
| by the fact that ‘What’s wrong with 
‘the movies?’ might be answered by 
\the ‘Extra Large Mixing Bowl’ give- 
‘away which is being billed above the 
' feature! 


| Al Mitchell. 
On behalf of Mr. Carroll, whom I | 


| Helen Morgan 











Continued from page 1 





| final call, but she-had-already started 
‘south by car. On her arrival in 
| Richmond, she was told she would 
| have to pose for press pictures, grant 


| interviews and do a radio broadcast | 
Miss Morgan | 


, |\the day of the show. 
ever a collaboration and obviously | iq these and asked for her salary, 


the question of Mr. Carroll's sole | but Cole told her it would be forth- 
authorship has never been discussed, | .oming before the show. 


much less disputed, The relations | 
| Scheduled to go on as closer of the 
between the author and the producer | first-half, Miss Morgan refused un- 


and also so far as concerns Miss é , 
~ a less she was paid. She wasn’t, but 
Crothers are extremely cordial and Cole told her. the coin would be 


cooperative. Mr. Golden has every | : 

ston ‘f ultnng is ert or the | ee fore tart ha, Mian Morea 

contract and produce the play on) <i.) During the intermission, how- 

schedule. lever, Cole left and Miss Morgan 

| didn’t see him again that night or 

| the next day when she left for New 
Rental Library's Stance | York, minus around $120 in expenses 

Chicago. | for the two-way trip. 

part Bit crag Bove te ita Miss Morgan states the show was 

Pane on 4 Sept nb Forty advertised in the Richmond dailies 


) : jas ‘under the auspices of the Ku 
Are the authors trying to kill the | K1ux Klan.’ No uniforms were in 


goose that lays the golden eggs? | attendance in the audience of 400, 
Morris Ernst thinks he should collect |the Klan regalia being barred by 
royalties from rental libraries (about | Virginia law. She wasn’t given any 
85,500) throughout the country. |intimation of Cole’s official status 

In the first place, how many of | with the KKK, although he came up 
these make a living from book | to N. Y. originally to contact the 
rentals only? I venture to say not | Morris office for Miss Morgan’s serv- 
5%; they usually are in combination | ices. The agency had no intimation 
with other business. of the KKK figuring in the matter 

Secondly, who would buy the junk | until Wednesday morning, when 
that the majority of these authors| Miss Morgan was already on her 
write if it were not for the rental | way to Richmond. 
libraries? 

People have no space and will not 
clutter their shelves, nor pay from 


Richard J. Madden. 





acts booked by Cole in Baltimore. 


$2 : p Some of the teams and trios were 
S¢ up for a book that they consider supposed to get as little as $15 and 
only worth an evening’s reading for $ 
possibly 10c. 

If it 


25, plus paying their own expenses, 
but, from what Miss Morgan could 
were not for the rental| hear backstage, it didn’t appear as 


libraries, the publishers would not 


risk printing most of the books that | 
get to the public. The public libraries 
do not buy this material—they 
wouldn’t spoil their shelves with | 
Such tripe. It’s the rental libraries | 
that provide the money and the out- | 
let for these mongrels. 
How many people do you think | 
could afford to pay the original $3 
for ‘Gone with the Wind?’ It’s the 
rental libraries that helped put it 
across—as they do a lot of tommyrot 
that would never see daylight. 
Some authors get money for the 
Serialization of their stuff, and then 
royalties when the book is published. | 
Have you considered that? 
Clearly some of these so-called | 
writers should be thankful that there | 
are such things as rental libraries | 
which spend good money to put 


though anybody was being paid. 

When questioned over the phone 
by Henry about the KKK’s hand in 
the matter, Cole stated that the 
KKK had 11,000 members in the 
Richmond srea. He wasn't around 
the following night for questioning 
as to why only 400 showed up. 





Literati 


_ from page 61... 








home to begin new book in Janu- | 
ary. | 

Max Miller writing a volume | 
tagged ‘God Takes Care of Reno,’ 
Dodd-Mead will publish in the 
spring. 


Oliver St. John Gogarty has fin- 
ished first part of a three-part novel, 


them before the public. |‘Mad Grandeur,’ for publication by 
Modern Rental Library. | Lippincott in the spring. Hal Mat- 
| son agented. 
John Jennings, who wrote ‘Next to 
‘ Valour,’ best-seller last year, has 
Editor, Variety: | just completed for MacMillan ‘Call 
Two years ago I attended what | the New World,’ historical work on 
was called ‘A Cultural Arts Sym- | Monroe Doctrine. 
Poslum.’ The students of Wadleigh | Clarence Budington Kelland, de- 
High School sponsored the program | spite active work for Republican Na- 
Which Presented free of charge such tional Cornmittee, has found time to 
Suests as Jean Rosenthal, Helen turn out a serial to start in Woman's 
Claire, Bramwell Fletcher, Ezra | Home Companion shortly. 
Stone, Robert Rice, Hiram Sherman! Ray Sprigle, dispatched to London 





A Plea for Culture 
New York. 


énd.ean Muir to an audience of | as* wer ecorrespondent by’ the Pitts~kee, died Sept. 


burgh Post-Gazette last summer, has 
quit England and is on his way back 
to resume regular reportorial berth 
on P-G. 

Frank Gervasi, foreign affairs 
writer for Collier’s and former Rome 


autobiog for spring publication by 
Doubleday. He’s now in Canada do- 
ing a piece for Collier’s, 

Richard Llewellyn, who wrote the 


ley?’, is finishing another novel de- 
spite his duties in the British Army. 
It’s expected by his American pub- 
lishers in a couple of months. 
Eighteen radio, press and military 


before the Overseas Press Confer- 
ance today ‘Wednesday) at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair Assembly Hall. 
Overseas Press Club of America is 
sponsoring. 

H. Allen Smith, feature writer on 





N. Y. World-Telegram, has signed 
with Doubleday, Doran to write an 


| autobiographical volume on people 
_he has interviewed and things he has 


‘light, kidding vein of his W-T pieces. | 


| ee Continued from page 62 


seen as a reporter. It’s to be in the 





Obituaries 








hospital suffering from shock and 


the mishap, believed to have resulted 
from a blowout. 





JULES BURNSTINE 


Jules Burnstine, 70, one-time gen- 
eral manager of Pathe, died in Hol- 
lywood Sunday (29). 

Starting in film biz as salesman, he 
later became branch manager and 
then Pathe exec. In 1918 he turned 
to production and made pictures for 
the State right market. 





ERNEST A. STATT 


Ernest A. Statt 
died at the Will Rogers hospital, Sar- 
anac Lake, N. Y., Sept. 21. Born in 
Philadelphia he was a leading acro- 
bat of bigtime vaudeville days. 

Interment in Saranac Lake, N. Y. 


LOUIS H. HODGES 





Rest of the talent were all ‘small’ | 


Louis H. Hodges, veteran vaude- 
| ville, burlesque and musical comedy 
| performer, died Sept. 26 at St. Luke’s 


week's patient. 


A member of the act known as The 
he will be 


Four Musical Hodges, 


of the Actors’ Fund of America. 





GLADYS M. CARR 


Gladys M. Carr, 50, stage and 


wood. 


with the old Vitagraph company and 
played in several pictures with John 
| Barrymore. 


VERNON WALLACE 


Vernon Wallace, formerly of the 
vaudeville act of Powers and Wal- 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Sept. 22. 
Interment at Prosperity, S. C. 





| BLANCHE CRAIG 
Blanche Craig, 74, 


| Hollywood. 
| She retired in 1931. 


Fred J. Lazell, 72, veteran editor, 
who served 14 years on the Univer- | 


correspondent for INS, is writing an 


best-selling ‘How Green Is My Val-. 


well knowns are scheduled to speak | 


minor cuts and bruises received in | 


(Hurl-Falls), 61, | 


| hospital, N. Y., where he had been a 


screen actress, died Sept. 26 in Holly- | 


Miss Carr began her film career | 


|lace, died at the Will Rogers hospital, | 


former stage | 
and screen actress, died Sept. 23 in | 





} 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) | year, or else. 


Cornell—Colgate 


ing a loose-limbed halfback named 
Indian Geyer ready to turn loose. 
Far above Cayuga’s waters they tout 
this Cornell team as the best of the 
decade. Colgate may not beat Cor- 
nell, but Cornell can beat itself. 
N. Y. U.—Lafayette 
Lafayette’s a power in its own 
class but stepping out of that cate- 
gory to meet Violets. 
| a two-touchdown victory for N. Y. U. 
Penn. State—Bucknell 
Bucknell plays rock and sock foot- 
| ball with fair material while the 
| Nittany Lions are predominantly a 
junior team, geared for their best. 
State should outclass Bucknell. 
| Syracuse—Northwestern 
The big Orange team has some 
,Classy backs, the forward wall is 


Football 


By Dick Fishell 


| 


| 


| 


They’ve been hit by 
scholastic difficulties and Marauette 
is well seasoned, so we look for the 


| Colgate is starting to perk, hav- latter to upset the dope. 


Minnesota—Nebraska 
The Gophers knocked down Wash- 
ington though outplayed. Nebraska 
will be a tougher nut to crack as it'll 
be well manned at every post and 
has a gent by the name of Rohig, one 


|of the finest triple threaters in the 


land, Here’s another underdog that 


| will topple Minnesota. 


That means | 


| 


| 


Tennessee—Duke 
Duke has lost gorgeous George Mac- 
Afee and two stellar ends. Ten- 
nessee‘s biggest diploma loss was 


| George Cafego, but it’s sounder than 


Duke and the game is being played 
at Knoxville, so Tennessee has the 
shade. 
Tulane—Auburn 
Auburn is no pushover, but the 
Green Wave should bounce back 














| + 

| Probable Football Winners 

| 

And Proper Odds 

GAME WINNER ODDS 

Cornell—Colgate ......... sis ea aad es SOR rr ee ee 4-1 
NW. We. Tee 5 wc cc cccce ey We Oe boa kee dtnsaceeloerit 3-1 
Temple—Georgetown ............. ONE. ss acawectoveacs 8-5 
pe ere Sa re ewe Ebs lseeed 4-1 
Pittsburgh—Missouri .............. Se OR eee Even 
Penn State—Bucknell ............. Penn State ........ pal oR C OS 3-1 
Princeton—Vanderbilt ............ Princeton ..... than came heet 3-1 
Syracuse—Northwestern .......... eee 11-5 
Duke—Tennessee ................. OD iw ve-vaed cs Chcevas Even 
UCR 5 ch cece ccésc'eweet WD Sos Paeca ves cok eck 2-1 

1 2) = 2 ee or S| Ce siden u Heth wes 5-7 

|| Ohio State—Purdue .............. see een Oa 4-1 

| Minnesota—Nebraska ............. on EE ee PNA 5-8 

| Michigan—Michigan State FE. 5 Feeeevede ie tree 5-1 

Wisconsin—Marquette née. sia 0atRs% caeeoes 1-2 
T. C. UrrrPieieg 26. ccc 8 06Gb ede oe Cees 3-1 
California—St. Mary’s weer ere s § |, SPR we DN A 6-5 
UCLA—Santa Clara ....°......... MDS. sic a5G seh t Cenk oe 7-5 
U. S. C—Oregon State ............ a. A, ee 
Stanford—Oregon ..............05. eg A ee sae 12-5 
TOXRG—EMGIMMR nc cece cece ccccee So veed be Baw oko eae 5-8 








a Big Ten contender. 


| everybody happier. Northwestern, 
| with dandy ball toters but a medi- 
; ocre line, should have enough to top 
| the easterners. 
Temp!e—Georgetown 

Temple is under a new system of 
play and will take it some time to 
| absorb it. Georgetown is a veteran 
group with a splendid defensive rec- 
ord and is now ready to shoot the 
works. Watch Georgetown all fall; 
it should start well this weekend. 


Pennsylvania—Maryland 


Maryland is just another football 
team while the Red and Blue has 
enough timber to make this one of 
|its best machines. Frank Reagan 
|and Wexler are two hipslingers pac- 
ing the Pennsylvania attack. 

Princeton—Vanderbilt 

Vandy is in the Ivy League of 
| the south and comes north, under a 
|new coach, with mediocre talent. 
Princeton’s loaded and should dis- 


| 





| sity of Iowa journalism faculty, died 
|at a nursing home 
Sept. 23. Prof. Lazell established the 
i\Iowa Journalist and continued as 
leditor through its enlargement in 
11929 to The Iowa Publisher. 


in Des Moines | 


play one of the foremost passing 
games in the east. Dave Allerdice 
is underrated, but he'll throw 
Princeton to a victory in this one 
and many more to follow. 
Pittsburgh—Missouri 
Here’s a tossup battle. 


Pitt is not | 


Mother. 77. of Harry Kalmine. zone | 25 bad as it looked against Ohio 
manager for WB in Pittsburgh dis- | 5tate last Saturday. The Missouri 
trict, died at her home in Philadel- Tiger has lost an entire line and its 
phia last Friday’ (27) after a long four outstanding pass catchers. It 
liliness. Besides the showman she | Still has Paul Christman but his one- | 
| leaves two other sons and three |™man show will be overshadowed by 


daughters 


ithe Metro casting office, died Sept. 
27, in Los Angeles, 
lemergency operation for peritonitis. 
'She had been 
‘years, 





Hartwell Green Reeder, 62, stage 
property director of El] Capitan the- 
atre, Hollywood, died there Sept. 24. 
|He had been a stage worker for 45 
years. 


Mother, 82, of J. P. McGowan, ex- 
ecutive seeretary of Screen Directors 


tralia, 

George A. Wickbeldt, 70, well- 
|} known theatre musician in Milwau- 
23 at his home*there 





Audrey Van Dusen, 38, secretary in | 
following an | 


with the studio five | 


Guild, died Sept. 27 in Sydney, Aus- | 


a snarling Pitt Panther 
|}come back. 
Michigan—Michigan State 

Tommy Harmon is the difference 

between any two football teams. His 

| scoring threat from any point of the 
field gives Michigan a big edge over 
tate. 


Indiana—Texas 

Indiana is the favorite here, based 
'on a veteran gang. However, the 
| underdog in this case is a real dark 
horse that might be one of the won- 
der teams of the nation. Jack Crain 
| will give Texas just the edge it 
| needs. 


| 
| 


| 


Ohio State—Purdue 
Purdue has no Boilermaker worthv 
,of the name. The Buckeyes will 
breeze merrily on their way. 
Wisconsin—Marquette 
| ‘The Wisconsin Badgers are definite 
favorites’ beéause~ this’ must’ be* their 


trying to | Ruby Ore 


} 


| Ray Patterson 


} 


| 


| 
| 
i 





a 


| Vicki & Kaye 


| Georges & Joann 
| Bob Schafer 


| green and might not be ready for from its opening defeat and win this 
The Wildcats | 
| buried in Lodi, N. J., under auspices | are headed by Bill deCorrevont, who 
has been proven mortal, making | 


one. 
L.S.U.—Holy Cross 

The Crusaders rate slight fa- 
| vorites but go into the lair of the 
| L.S.U. Bengals with a depleted squad. 
| S. U. has the manpower and it’s 
| only a matter of coordinating. Looks 
| like a victory for the south. 
| Texas Christian—Arkansas 
! 


| 


T.C.U. is on the way back to the 
top. 


U.C.L.A.—Santa Clara 


| Santa Clara is not ready while the 
| Uclans should break Jack Robinson 
| loose to get the verdict. 


California—St. Mary’s 


| Cal. looks like it’s in the doldrums, 
| with no exit signs. St. Mary’s has a 

couple of exclusive backs who can 
| carry the mail; they should make the 
| difference for the Gaels, 


U.S.C.—Oregon State 


| Southern Cal. had a bad beginning 

and now faces a formidable foe that’s 

| been pointing for the Trojans for a 

| solid year. Here’s another under- 

dog that goes to town, as Oregon 
| State whips Southern California. 

Stanford—Oregon 
Oregon hasn’t been getting the 
| Stuff while Stanford always attracts 


| goodlooking prospects. A Stanford 
| win, 


} 
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Bills Next Week 


[ee CONtinued from page 55 





London Chop House | Huck’s Redford Inn 


Jane Churchill Mac McGraw Orc 


Club Royale 
Alan Carney 
3 Randall Sis 
Betty Atkinson 
Geo Bernhard Dane 
Preston Lambert 
Johnny Burkharth O 
San Diege 
Madelyn Baker 
Kay Lasalle 
Judy Johnson Co 
Leslie Norman 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Cre 


Mar-Jo 


Ray Carlin Ore 
Morocco 


Elaine Castle 
Olga Anton 


Dale Rhodes 

Will Henderson Orc 
Nebiolo’s 

Di Giovanni 

Jack & Polly 

Ryck & Kaye 

Patsy Marr 

Daniel Dew 

Leonard Seel Ore 


Northwood Ins 


Verne's 
Boyce & Boyce 
Duke 
Gaylord Sis 
Vernettes (4) 
Harry Collet Ore 


Whittier Hotel 
(Geld Cup Room) 


Londonaires 


Wonder Bar 
Pedro Deleon (4) 
6 Laplaya Dance 
Carmen: Bavel. uss 


Senor R Romero 


Jack Spot 
Sammy Dibert Orc 
Palm Beach 

Bobby Jones 
Carlos Vesta 
Don & Lee Dale 
Patsy Marr 
George Downey 
Hurton Twins 
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THIS YEAR'S YOUNG MAN OF MUSIC 


¥ 


BOBBY BYRNE 


| AND HIS BAND 


FEATURING 


DOROTHY CLAIRE: JIMMY PALMER 
THE FOUR TROMBYRNES 


ld, 0° 
GLEN ISLAND CASING 


—stretching 18 weeks to 21; first band in Glen Island history te 
be held over beyond first week in September! 


Oyo 
NEW YORK STRAND 


—for a third week, through Oct. 17th; heading for @ big $45,000 
his first week! 


genie 
MEADOWBROOK 


—for Frank Daiiey, Oct. 22nd; NBC & MBS! 


. =DECCA RECORDS _ 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORPORATION 


THOMAS 6, ROCKWELL, PRESIDENT 
NEW YORK © GHIGAGG ¢ HOLLYWOOD © LONDON 
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